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Executi ve DI r e, R
Jim Ta Aamr i | 2015

Wi nter appears to be over and , b
the temperatures we have been f e
may be very close at hand. So t her
while we stil] have some s mool e
importantly, please fly safe. ur r e
accident reports, |l etbdbs do ou t her
Like it or not, the UAS or UAVs are going to be
t hem FAA approvals for Unmanned Aerial Systems
could present some very serious problems for 't he
pear that the FAA is ignoring the collision risfk
and is considering only | arge airHARr-Bgjegbp iamroOrl
do, Florida, the FAA executive in charge of inte
National Airspace System (NAS) stated, that if &
craft collide, the manned aircraft isn"t |ikely
while there's never been a reported contact betyv
has some experience in that regard. In all <cases
craft are much more robust than the | ightly bui
FAA executive making UAS integration decisions i
craft flying in the NAS and/or is oblivious to t
pound sUAS collided in flight. He further statec
all sizes of unmanned aircraft. He al so said he
tems that woulHd-oaslilgohw boepyeornadt i ons established by
agency didn't back away from a reported proposal
ators because it never actually considered such
the intent" and that the FAA always planned a se€
Given the interest in UAS, the apparent FAA deci
tionds existence and our aircraftdos relative freé
their deadlines, |l hope we all wildl be abl e to s
deadl ine

A Notice of Proposed RBEE¢&IPkmaatimagtl Bsahso wss stuheed poant h
to take on the commerci al use of sUAS. Comment s
i ssue date. (ChAmment 24ar2®d 1dySehld: 59 RKRMUET cTome er n
NPRM can behtftoppn/d/ vaww. f aa. gov/ reqgul ations pol i ci
medi a/AJ16200 NPRM2 ®15 joint signature. pdf

MI SCELLANEOUS | TEMS

No doubt everyone is aware that our state | egi sl
year , and unfortunately this resulted in the diyv
our aviation fund into the general fund. This i s
programs needed to maintain our airport infrastr
di sproportionate redthtl on of the State Aviati or
also troubl esome t ha al | revenues supporting tF
of the airport system and none are derived from
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MI SCELLANEOUS(JlIi mMEMSmm6s Report)

been | ost f or twei sdoy enaere;d Thpoowperveeirelnp . t hi s from ha

next ,yewer (you) need to contact our state | egi sl
port in protecting the State Aviation Fund by:
Preventing and/ or reducing proposed diversions
Preventing future diversions.
Restricting the uses of revenues from the Avi a
ment s.

Supporting efforts to enact | egislation that w
ated and distributed to Arizonads airports.
Committing to restoring diverted funds in futu
(Find your |l egislators here by entering your adc
At this point, the year 2015 has been continuincg
far, the accidents have been relatively minor ir
and there have only been a few serious injuries.
or no injuries At the time of this writing, the
zona this year I n the | ast couple of years, at
with many serious injuries and some accidents be
coming more cautious and | can only hope that tfF

mary 1is included in my April accident report.
APA is continuing to work with several airports
owner perspective in the process of wupdating h €
(DVT) master plan update is stil]l i n process.
Remember, there is a | ot of airport constructior
the Phoenix area, so check for NOTAMS before der
your arrival at your destination. And al so, don¢
THI NGS T-6LBOCGES TO GO FOR BREAKFAST:

19 The $arsgmwdayy he month fly in breakfast is at Cool i d

T On the Satcwmdlayt he month is the Ryan Field (RYN) fI
t ween the Restauranti mnd®O0t he HUAdelDOPiaims .

1T The Falcon EAA Warbirds Squ&aant ammod Bntehaek fraosntt hi sa nodn btr
being serfvéd ftrooml: 00 AM

f The (tSmitmdoday he month there is a fly in breakfast &

there have been very special fuel prices for break
i TheaSaturoday he month there is a fly in breakfast a
runs 7f:r0O0Om am u nrthiel br®:akG.ast is inside the air cond
T (The Casa Grande and Coolidge fly in breakfoastcsoner

munity service projects.)

Check wWAPA Gdhtaway Flights profgoramf amdweekeme gla

J. ¢
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Recr eaAviommFaolond atoi €ml | abor ate wi
BLM

ThRecreaAvioakd omd tRIAccFn) brought two major 4 nitia
March trip to Washington, D. C. RAF President ]
Spencer completed national Memorandum of Under s
est Servieed(U8ESBuUureau of Land Management ( BLN
USFS MOU is to:

Adevel op a framework for cooperation between th
support of Forest Service airstrips programs, i
tation, maintenance, and public use of existing
i ng and sharing information about backcountry &
hancing recreation opportunities through fundin
vice. Coll aboration under this MOU can occur at
through mutually beneficial programs, projects,
pl anned and accomplished on NFS | ands by the FS
and activities wild@l compl ement the respective n
interest of the parties and the flying public. @
AAfter eight years of dedication, the RAF is <ce¢e
said. The MOU foll ows on the heels of the USFS
ruary that f oarvm atulsed nmans i19 3f, ® 00, 000 acres of Nat
rectives were | argely the result otommenconpst AN
with this for mal MOU, we are ready to roll up
country airstrips in Forest Service | ocations, @


http://www.theraf.org/
mailto:cmowbray@theraf.org
tel:406-883-4677

Framewonrnkifadmomed wiith BLM

The RAF del egates also secured a national MOU wi
MOU is the first ofavitadnkd mhdowanidt rreecloagtneisz etso t he
BLM | ands I n summary, the MOUG6s stated purpose
Festabllsh a framework for coll aboration between
sponsi bl eecseadli oabti psnammagRIdM| ands and to ser ve
est of each party and the flying public. Both pa
tunities and possible |l ocations throughout the <c
AThe RAF cannot be more pleased with these acconm
ed partner on nraetctreerastnidoenbaal t kemwiuantoiroyn. Wer e it no
many befibhreumesr ous miviatdgagandzations that have d
fort toavamadevangood stewaiduofapobmpti shmdets w
been much more difficult to attain, o McKenna sai
ThRecreaAvioaRdowmdatsi an publ i epr50l(tc )o¥ gnaonn zati on f
Apreserve, maintai nr eacnrde aatnielabaalcgpeclbluine rysai rstrip
W. Coll ege St., Bwww . miamer amT. &9g 15,

Tricia McKenna
Admi ni strative Director

RAF
1711 W Coll ege St
Bozeman, MT 59715
4 0-68-2723f fice
4 0-67-B3098el |
s""":oa’
”)‘r,.\q‘\%¢

=
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The Recreational Aviation Foundation Mission

i Keepi ng t heredreatignalc wviatioh strong by preserving, maintaining and creating public
use recreational and backcountry airstrips nationwi de.


http://www.theraf.org/
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This |l ast months fly in weekend at the Grapevine
Lake on the Tonto National Forest, served as an

The Grapevine airstrip has not received any of fi
few cracks have developed in the asphalt. Noting
going to begin to |l ose this airstrip, in the wor
this airstrip. Rodney was the engineer who actua
i n 1987 when the Bureau of Reclamation upgraded

the dam. The APA hopes to gather enough financia
i mportant backcountry asset this coming fall. Ea
vegetation control. The cracks must be void of v
rectly applied. The first crew got half the runw
i ncluding a few from the first weekend, worekgana
down in the cracks.

Rodney spent the better part of his day wal king
assessing the various conditions and issues. Hebo
condition of the asphalt, we need to act fast an
the |l arger cracks would be faster and simpler th
Such a&ami be sealed the very next day, as there
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0

phal fol ks at ave
use of some of eir equi pme Y d:
sealing process, but | ogi sti s a
volunteers may require the p n e
The good news is that the eq air
material cost will easily re ang
sealing, and after this webol sea
l engt h Anyone whood6s visite pr
Why give it a second thought str
i nvestment! | would agree wi as
vine has probably done mor e odu
people to backcountry aviat. t a
port. This task can only be Wi
community
The |l ogistics of this projec gin
|l ooking for just a dozen or n c¢
actual | abor in a concentrat Xt
yet decided if weodoll do the ntr
perhaps the actual hot mel't ~fin
asphalt contractor willing t @esi
Thomason is working with at is o
serious concessions. Aviator vion
not be able to offer time sh i ng
its preservation This can b \ry
by simply making a tax  APéddbaear i 20 0 L t h
countr.y fWindh some effort and funding, the Grape\
will continue to provide that backcountry aviati
and yes, the USFS is working with us to expand a
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APAOs Spring -Backcoen

ByMar k Spencer
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