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Presidentôs ReportðMar 2015 
By Tommy Thomason  

DǊŜŜǝƴƎǎ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ Ǉƛƭƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǾƛŀǝƻƴ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘǎΦ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ !ǇǊƛƭ нлмр ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ tƛƭƻǘǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ bŜǿǎπ
ƭŜǧŜǊΦ aŀǊŎƘ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŦƻǊ ƅȅƛƴƎΣ ŬƭƭŜŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ птǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ /ŀŎǘǳǎ Cƭȅ-ƛƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ Ŧǳƴ ŀƛǊǇƭŀƴŜǎ ƻƴ 
ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΣ ƅȅ-ōȅǎΣ C!!{¢ŜŀƳ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊǎΣ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΦ 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ƅȅ-ƛƴǎΣ ōŀŎƪŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŎŀƳǇ 
ƻǳǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǇŀǊǝŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎŀŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ .ǊŀŘ [ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ 
ŜŘƛǘƻǊΦ [ƛƪŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎΣ .ǊŀŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ Ƨƻō ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅΦ  .ǊŀŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǝƭƭ 
ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ .ǊŀŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
Řŀȅǎ ȅƻǳ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΗ CƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ {ǘŜŦŀƴƛŜ {ǇŜƴŎŜǊ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōπ
ƳŀǎǘŜǊΣ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǎǳǇŜǊ ǿƻƳŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !t! ŀƴŘ w!CΣ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŀƛǊ ǿƘƛƭŜ bŜƭǎƻƴ DŀǊǊƛǎƻƴ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ bŜƭǎƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ 
ƘŜƭǇ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƘƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǾƛŀǝƻƴ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎΣ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎΣ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΣ Ŧǳƴ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƻ ƅȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜŘπ
ōŀŎƪΦ  ¢ƘŜ !t! ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿΣ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǎǘŜǇπ
ǇƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΣ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴϥǘ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ 
Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ǿŜ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ƛǘΗ 
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Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð April 2015 

Winter appears to be over and spring is here, bugs and all. With 
the temperatures we have been experiencing, I fear summer 
may be very close at hand. So letôs get out there and go flying 
while we still have some smooth cool flying weather left. Most 
importantly, please fly safe. I like these currently short and brief 
accident reports, letôs do our best to keep them that way.  
 
 
Like it or not, the UAS or UAVs are going to be in our future and we are going to have to deal with 
them. FAA approvals for Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) or Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV) 
could present some very serious problems for the general aviation (GA) aircraft pilot. It would ap-
pear that the FAA is ignoring the collision risk that the UAS presents to the smaller GA airplane 
and is considering only large air carrier aircraft risks. Speaking at a recent HAI Heli-Expo in Orlan-
do, Florida, the FAA executive in charge of integrating unmanned aerial systems (UAS) into the 
National Airspace System (NAS) stated, that if and when a small UAS (sUAS) and a manned air-
craft collide, the manned aircraft isn't likely to suffer serious damage. He went on to state, that 
while there's never been a reported contact between an sUAS and a civilian aircraft, the military 
has some experience in that regard. In all cases the aircraft was virtually unscathed. He said air-
craft are much more robust than the lightly built UASs. With these statements, it is obvious that this 
FAA executive making UAS integration decisions is ignoring the presence of general aviation air-
craft flying in the NAS and/or is oblivious to the damage that would occur if a GA airplane and a 55 
pound sUAS collided in flight. He further stated, this is only the first step toward full integration of 
all sizes of unmanned aircraft. He also said he hopes to have standards for "sense and avoid" sys-
tems that would allow beyond-line-of-sight operations established by 2017, and further said, the 
agency didn't back away from a reported proposal to require a private pilot certificate for UAS oper-
ators because it never actually considered such a move, adding that requiring a PPL was "never 
the intent" and that the FAA always planned a separate certificate for UAS operators.  
 
Given the interest in UAS, the apparent FAA decision makerôs lack of awareness of general avia-
tionôs existence and our aircraftôs relative frailties, and the questionable ability of the FAA to meet 
their deadlines, I hope we all will be able to safely survive until, and after, their 2017 regulatory 
deadline. 
 
A Notice of Proposed Rulemaking was issued on February 15 that shows the path the FAA intends 
to take on the commercial use of sUAS. Comments to the NPRM will be taken for 60 days after the 
issue date. (Comments are due April 24,2015, 11:59 PM ET). Send in your concerns in now! The 
NPRM can be found at: http://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/rulemaking/recently_published/
media/2120-AJ60_NPRM_2-15-2015_joint_signature.pdf 
 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

No doubt everyone is aware that our state legislators have passed a budget for the next fiscal 
year, and unfortunately this resulted in the diversion of $15 million dollars, or more than 40%, from 
our aviation fund into the general fund. This is going to result in a significant reduction in airport 
programs needed to maintain our airport infrastructure in the state. Diversion of these funds is a 
disproportionate reduction of the State Aviation Fund compared to other targeted funds, and itôs 
also troublesome that all revenues supporting the State Aviation Fund are derived from the users 
of the airport system and none are derived from general fund sources. These diverted funds have  
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been lost for this year; however, we do need your help. To prevent this from happening again 
next year, we (you) need to contact our state legislators and inform them that we need their sup-
port in protecting the State Aviation Fund by: 
Preventing and/or reducing proposed diversions. 
Preventing future diversions. 
Restricting the uses of revenues from the Aviation Fund to only aviation needs and improve-
ments. 

Supporting efforts to enact legislation that would allow changes in how the funds are appropri-
ated and distributed to Arizonaôs airports. 

Committing to restoring diverted funds in future budgets. 
 

(Find your legislators here by entering your addressé) 

 

At this point, the year 2015 has been continuing on the right path from a flight safety standpoint. So 
far, the accidents have been relatively minor in nature in that there have not been any fatalities, 
and there have only been a few serious injuries. Most of the accidents have resulted in only minor 
or no injuries. At the time of this writing, the NTSB has only reported five accidents occurring in Ari-
zona this year. In the last couple of years, at this time, we had experienced eight to ten accidents 
with many serious injuries and some accidents being fatal. I would like to think that pilots are be-
coming more cautious and I can only hope that this trend will continue. A detailed accident sum-
mary is included in my April accident report. 

APA is continuing to work with several airports around the state providing the pilot and aircraft 
owner perspective in the process of updating their Airport Master Plans. The Deer Valley Airport 
(DVT) master plan update is still in process. 
 
Remember, there is a lot of airport construction still going on around the state, and in particular, 
the Phoenix area, so check for NOTAMS before departing so you donôt have a nasty surprise upon 
your arrival at your destination. And also, donôt forget to check for TFRs! 
 

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO GO FOR BREAKFAST: 

¶ The first Saturday of the month fly in breakfast is at Coolidge Municipal Airport (P08). 

¶ On the second Saturday of the month is the Ryan Field (RYN) fly in buffet breakfast. Location is be-
tween the Restaurant and the Fuel Pits.   Time; 8:00 to 11:00 am 

¶ The Falcon EAA Warbirds Squadron Breakfast is on the third Saturday of the month and breakfast is 

being served from 7:00 to 11:00 AM. 

¶ The third Saturday of the month there is a fly in breakfast at Benson (E95) at Southwest Aviation. (Often 
there have been very special fuel prices for breakfast attendees.) 

¶ The last Saturday of the month there is a fly in breakfast at Casa Grande Municipal Airport (CGZ) that 
runs from 7:00 am until 10:00.  The breakfast is inside the air conditioned/heated terminal building.  

¶ (The Casa Grande and Coolidge fly in breakfasts are put on by a service group to raise funds for com-
munity service projects.)  

 
Check with the APA Getaway Flights program and online calendar for fun weekend places to fly. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS   (Jim Timmôs Report) 
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Recreational Aviation Foundation to Collaborate with USFS and 

BLM 
 

  

The Recreational Aviation Foundation (RAF) brought two major initiatives to fruition on a mid-
March trip to Washington, D.C.. RAF President John McKenna and Public Lands Director Mark 
Spencer completed national Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) documents with the US For-
est Service (USFS)  and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The stated purpose of the 
USFS MOU is to: 
ñdevelop a framework for cooperation between the Forest Service and the RAF relating to 
support of Forest Service airstrips programs, including support for the operation, rehabili-
tation, maintenance, and public use of existing backcountry airstrips; assisting in collect-
ing and sharing information about backcountry airstrip recreation opportunities; and en-
hancing recreation opportunities through funding, volunteerism and sharing technical ad-
vice. Collaboration under this MOU can occur at the national, regional, and local levels 
through mutually beneficial programs, projects, training and other activities that may be 
planned and accomplished on NFS lands by the FS and the RAF. Such programs, projects 
and activities will complement the respective missions of the Parties and serve the mutual 
interest of the parties and the flying public.ò 
  
ñAfter eight years of dedication, the RAF is celebrating this enormous accomplishment,ò McKenna 
said. The MOU follows on the heels of the USFS Final Planning Rule Directives released in Feb-
ruary that form the basis for aviation use on 193,000,000 acres of National Forests. The new di-
rectives were largely the result of the constant RAF advocacy for theaviation community. ñNow 
with this formal MOU, we are ready to roll up our sleeves to maintain, preserve and create back-
country airstrips in Forest Service locations,ò Spencer added. 
  

http://www.theraf.org/
mailto:cmowbray@theraf.org
tel:406-883-4677
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Framework for aviation formed with BLM ï 
 

The RAF delegates also secured a national MOU with the BLM. Over six years in the making, this 
MOU is the first of its kind and recognizes aviation and how it relates to the 245,000,000 acres of 
BLM lands. In summary, the MOUôs stated purpose is to: 

ñestablish a framework for collaboration between the BLM and the RAF relating to the re-
sponsible use of recreational airstrips on BLM-managed lands and to serve the mutual inter-
est of each party and the flying public. Both parties agree to collaborate in identifying oppor-
tunities and possible locations throughout the country for the RAF to pursue its mission.ò 

  
ñThe RAF cannot be more pleased with these accomplishments and that we are considered a trust-
ed partner on matters relating to recreational and backcountry aviation. Were it not for the efforts of 
many before us ï the numerous pilots and aviation organizations that have dedicated time and ef-
fort to represent aviation as a good steward of public lands ï our accomplishments would have 
been much more difficult to attain,ò McKenna said. 
The Recreational Aviation Foundation is a public 501(c)3 non-profit organization formed to 
ñpreserve, maintain and create public use recreational and backcountry airstrips nationwide,ò 1711 
W. College St., Bozeman, MT 59715, www.theraf.org 
  
  
  

Tricia McKenna 
Administrative Director 
RAF 
1711 W College St 
Bozeman, MT 59715 
406-582-1723 office 
406-570-5398 cell 
 

 

The  Recreational  Aviation  Foundation  Mission  

ñKeeping the legacy of recreational  aviation  strong by preserving, maintaining and creating public 

use  recreational  and backcountry airstrips nationwide.ò 

 

http://www.theraf.org/
tel:406-582-1723
tel:406-570-5398
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.ȅΥ aŀǊƪ {ǇŜƴŎŜǊ 

 

This last months fly in weekend at the Grapevine Airstrip, located along the shores of Roosevelt 

Lake on the Tonto National Forest, served as an opportunity for a second round of maintenance. 

The Grapevine airstrip has not received any official maintenance since its closure in 1997, letôs say a 

few cracks have developed in the asphalt. Noting too large, but if we donôt take care of them, weôre 

going to begin to lose this airstrip, in the words of engineer, Rodney Tang, we need to get moving on 

this airstrip. Rodney was the engineer who actually designed the asphalt upgrade to the airstrip back 

in 1987 when the Bureau of Reclamation upgraded the airstrip from dirt at the beginning of raising 

the dam. The APA hopes to gather enough financial and volunteer labor support to crack seal this 

important backcountry asset this coming fall. Earlier in the month a good crowd showed to help in 

vegetation control. The cracks must be void of vegetation before any kind of treatment can be cor-

rectly applied. The first crew got half the runway completed, and this last weekend, a second crew, 

including a few from the first weekend, worked a good portion of their Saturday getting pre-emergent 

down in the cracks. 

 

Rodney spent the better part of his day walking up and down the entire airstrip, taking notes, and 
assessing the various conditions and issues. Heôs suggested that, given the quickly deteriorating 
condition of the asphalt, we need to act fast and that the use of a weak mortar type concrete mix in 
the larger cracks would be faster and simpler than packing them with green, or cold mix asphalt. 
Such a mix can be sealed the very next day, as there is no outgassing associated with green mix 

'ÒÁÐÅÖÉÎÅ !ÉÒÓÔÒÉÐ -ÁÉÎÔÅÎÁÎÃÅ 
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asphalt. The good folks at Mogollan Airpark have offered the 
use of some of their equipment for the actual hot melt crack 
sealing process, but logistics of this process and the use of 
volunteers may require the purchase of our own equipment. 
The good news is that the equipment cost is fairly low, but the 
material cost will easily reach the $15,000 range for crack 
sealing, and after this weôll need to slurry seal the entire 
length.  Anyone whoôs visited Grapevine would probably say, 
Why give it a second thought? Surely this airstrip is worth the 
investment! I would agree with this sentiment as the Grape-
vine has probably done more to allow and introduce more 
people to backcountry aviation than just about any other air-
port. This task can only be accomplished by a willing aviation 
community.   
 
The logistics of this project will be challenging, and weôre 
looking for just a dozen or so people that can commit to the 
actual labor in a concentrated effort this next fall. We have not 
yet decided if weôll do the entire job, or contract out a portion, 
perhaps the actual hot melt operation, or we find a benevolent 
asphalt contractor willing to make a deal. President Tommy 
Thomason is working with at least one that has offered some 
serious concessions. Aviators who value Grapevine, but may 
not be able to offer time should consider making a donation to 
its preservation. This can be accomplished very easily on line, 
by simply making a tax deductible donation to the APA back-
country fund.  With some effort and funding, the Grapevine 
will continue to provide that backcountry aviation adventure and solitude for years into the future, 
and yes, the USFS is working with us to expand access to this incredible site. 

9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊΣ wƻŘƴŜȅ ¢ŀƴƎΣ !ƴŀƭȅȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

wǳƴǿŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ ²ƛŘƎŜƻƴΗ 

±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ Iŀƭ YǳƴƴŜƴ 
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APAôs Spring Backcountry Fly-in Lineup 
By Mark Spencer 

tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ όнп!½ ¸ƻǳƴƎ !½ύ !ǇǊƛƭ мл-мнǘƘ  

DǊŀǇŜǾƛƴŜ όwƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘ [ŀƪŜύ !ǇǊƛƭ нп-нсǘƘ  

DǊŀƴŘ DǳƭŎƘ aŀȅ м-оǊŘ 

5ƻǳōƭŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜ wŀƴŎƘ ό9ŀƎƭŜ /ǊŜŜƪύ aŀȅ у-млǘƘ 

tŀȅǎƻƴ όYt!bύ aŀȅ мр-мтǘƘ 

DǊŀǇŜǾƛƴŜ όwƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘ [ŀƪŜύ aŀȅ нн-нпǘƘ 

5h¦.[9 /Lw/[9 w!b/I ŀƛǊǎǘǊƛǇ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ 

Ǌǳƴǿŀȅ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǊǳƎƎŜŘƴŜǎǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏƻƴπ

ǎǳƭǘ ǘƘŜ ǿǿǿΦŀȊǇƛƭƻǘǎΦƻǊƎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ōŀŎƪŎƻǳƴπ

ǘǊȅ ǎǘǊƛǇǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƳƛǝƎŀǘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ 

ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜƻũǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ǎŜƴǎŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀ 

Ƴǳǎǘ ǎŜŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ άŘƛǊǘ ǎǘǊƛǇέ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

!t! ŀƴŘ w!CΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛǎ ƪŜȅ 

ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǊƛǇ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇƛƭƻǘǎΦ !ƭǿŀȅǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 

ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊƛǇΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ 

ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŀƛǊǎǘǊƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀŎǝǾƛπ

ǝŜǎΣ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΩǎ ǿƛǎƘŜǎΦ 

Dw!b5 D¦[/I 

ŀƛǊǎǘǊƛǇ ƛǎ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ 

ƎŜƳ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ 

!½Φ  tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘ 

ǘƘŜ ŀȊǇƛƭƻǘǎΦƻǊƎ 

ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀƭƭ 

ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻƴ ƭŀƴŘπ

ƛƴƎΣ ǘŀƪŜƻũΣ ŀƴŘ 

ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 

ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǊƛǇΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ 

Ƴƛǎǎ  ǘƘƛǎ aŀȅ м-о 

ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 

http://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2015/04/10/51313/-/pleasant-valley-young-az-backcountry-fly-in
http://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2015/04/24/51284/-/grapevine-monthly-fly-in-weekend
http://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2015/05/01/51311/-/grand-gulch-backcountry-fly-in
http://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2015/05/08/51312/-/double-circle-ranch-fly-in-camping
http://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalevent.detail/2015/05/15/50334/-
http://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2015/05/22/51285/-/grapevine-monthly-fly-in-weekend
http://www.azpilots.org


 мл 

LǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅǎ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ƭŜƴƎǘƘŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǎƘƻƻǝƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǳŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ 
Ƴȅ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǎƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  L ǘƘƛƴƪ L ƭƛƪŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƛƴ !½Σ ōǳǘ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƛƴƎΣ 
ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǎƪƛŜǎΦ hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǇƛŎƪǎ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΣ ǎƻ Ǉŀȅ 
ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŦŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘ ƻǊ ǊŜ-ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘΥ  
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŦŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦŎƻƳκ!½tƛƭƻǘǎΦƻǊƎ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ w{±t ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻƴ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǳǎ ƳƻǊŜ 
ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƻƪƻǳǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŀƭǎƻ 
ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ōǊƛŜŦǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǊŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ȅƻǳ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƛǘŜǎΥ .ŀŎƪπ
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ LƴŦƻ 

IŜǊŜΩǎ ƻǳǊ ƭƛƴŜ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ нлмрΥ 

DǊŀǇŜǾƛƴŜ όwƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘ [ŀƪŜύ -¢ƘŜ пǘƘ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŎǊƻǿŘ ƻŦ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ 

ŀǾƛŀǘƻǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ DǊŀǇŜǾƛƴŜ ŀƛǊǎǘǊƛǇΦ /ƻƳŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ 

ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎƘŀŘŜǎ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ C{ ŀƴŘ ƛƴπ

ǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ /ŀǊƭ DǳƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ Ƙƛǎ ŎǊŜǿΣ ŀƴŘ 

ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ tŀǳƭ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ ŦǊƻƳ tŀȅǎƻƴ ŀǎπ

ǎƛǎǝƴƎΦ  /ŀǊƭ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎǊŜǿ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ-

ƻƛƭŜŘ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀŎŎƻƳπ

ǇƭƛǎƘ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜŀƳΗ ²ŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ƻƴ 

ǘƘƛǎΦ 

[ƻŎŀǘŜŘ мпллΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ǎƘƻǊŜ ƻŦ wƻƻǎŜπ

ǾŜƭǘ [ŀƪŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƛǊǎǘǊƛǇ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀƴ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ 

ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘǎ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ƛƴ мффтΦ 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŬǎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ 

ŎƻǾŜ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƛǇΗ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ 

ŦƻǊ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛǧƭŜ ƎŜƳ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǝƻƴŀƭΦ 

https://www.facebook.com/AZPilots.org
https://www.facebook.com/AZPilots.org
http://azpilots.org/pilot-info/backcountry-airstrips
http://azpilots.org/pilot-info/backcountry-airstrips


 мм 

tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ όнп!½ ¸ƻǳƴƎ !½ύ ¢ƘŜ ŀƛǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǝƭƭ ōŜ Ŏƻƻƭ ƛƴ ¸ƻǳƴƎ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƅȅ ƛƴ ŎŀƳǇ ŀǘ нп!½ 

tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ !ǇǊƛƭ млǘƘ-мнǘƘǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ L ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ ƛƴǘƻ ¸ƻǳƴƎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳŜŀƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ƴǘƭŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǎπ

ǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΦ  /ŀƳǇƛƴƎ ŀǘ tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ƛǎ ōŀǎƛŎ ōǳǘ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅΦ .ǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜƴǘΣ ǿŀǊƳ 

ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ōŀƎΣ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ǎƴŀŎƪǎΣ ŀ ǇƻǘƭǳŎƪ ŘƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ 

ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƘƻƴŜȅ ǇƻǘΣ ƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŬǾŜ Ǝŀƭπ

ƭƻƴ ōǳŎƪŜǘΣ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ōŀǘƘπ

ǊƻƻƳΦ 

¢ƘŜ tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ό¸ƻǳƴƎύ ŀƛǊǎǘǊƛǇ ƛǎ 

ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ŘƛǊǘκƎǊŀǾŜƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƻũǎŜǘ 

ǘƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ ƭƻǿ ǿƛƴŘǎ 

ŀƴŘ ōƭǳŜ ǎƪƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ 

ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мт-мфǘƘ ŀǎ ŀ ōŀŎƪǳǇ ƛƴ 

ŎŀǎŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ǿƛƴŘǎ ƪƛŎƪ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ мл-

мнǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ 

ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƻǿƴΦ 

DǊŀƴŘ DǳƭŎƘ όbƻǊǘƘ wƛƳύ ς .ƻŀǎǝƴƎ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀΩǎ ŬǊǎǘ ŎƻǇǇŜǊ ƳƛƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴŘ DǳƭŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǎƛǘŜΦ 9ȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǊǳƛƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀŘƻōŜ ǎƳŜƭǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΗ  [ƻŎŀǘŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘ 

ƻŦ [ŀƪŜ aŜŀŘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ¦ǘŀƘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ 

ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴŘ /ŀƴȅƻƴΦ aŀȅ м-оǊŘ ƛǎ ǎƭŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŎŀƳǇƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ ƘŜǊŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ w!C ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǳǩƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ Ŏƻƻƪƻǳǘ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴΣ ǎƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǎƛŘŜ ŘƛǎƘΦ w{±t ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ 

ƛƴŦƻ ƘŜǊŜΦ 

http://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2015/04/10/51313/-/pleasant-valley-young-az-backcountry-fly-in
http://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2015/04/10/51313/-/pleasant-valley-young-az-backcountry-fly-in
http://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2015/05/01/51311/-/grand-gulch-backcountry-fly-in
http://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2015/05/01/51311/-/grand-gulch-backcountry-fly-in


 мн 

5ƻǳōƭŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜ wŀƴŎƘ ό9ŀƎƭŜ /ǊŜŜƪύ ς LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 5ƻǳōƭŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜ wŀƴŎƘΣ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǇƻǊπ

ǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǎƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘΦ CǊƻƳ ƛǘǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ tǳŜōƭƻ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘπ

ŀƴǘǎΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ǇŀŎƘŜΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Yŀƴǎŀǎ /ƛǘȅ ŎŀǧƭŜ ōŀǊǊŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘƭŀǿǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŀƴŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭǎ 

ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǳǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƻǘƭǳŎƪ ..vΣ ƳŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀƴǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ȅƻǳǊ !t!Φ tŀŎƪ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƳǇƛƴƎ 

ƎŜŀǊΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƘƻƴŜȅ ǇƻǘΣ ŀ Ǉƻǘπ

ƭǳŎƪ ŘƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ 

ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ōŀŎƪπ

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀƛǊǎǘǊƛǇǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘπ

ǿŜǎǘΦ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ƭƻŘƎŜ ōǳƛƭŘπ

ƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ƅƻǿƛƴƎ ŎǊŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

мллҌ Ŧƻƻǘ ǘŀƭƭ ŎƻǧƻƴǿƻƻŘǎΣ 

ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƭŘ 

ǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘƻǳǊǎΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 

ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ w!C ŀƴŘ 

¦{C{ ƛƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇƻǊŎƘ 

ǊƻƻŦΣ ǊŜǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ 

ōŜŜƴ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎΣ ¢Ƙƛǎ 

ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǧŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŘƎŜ ƭƻƎ ŎŀōƛƴΦ ²Ŝ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǘǿƻ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇƛŎƴƛŎ ǘŀπ

ōƭŜǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦{C{ ƘŜǊŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦŀƭƭΦ 

hƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ {ƭƻǇǇȅ WƻŜǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ƭƻŘƎŜΣ ǇƻǘƭǳŎƪ ǎǘȅƭŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ƭƻŎŀƭ ǊŀƴŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘ ǝƳŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ WƛƳ ŀƴŘ 5ƛŀƴŜ ²ƛǎŘŀ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΗ  LǘΩƭƭ ōŜ ƻƭŘ ǎǘƻπ

ǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŬǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎǎΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ w{±t ƘŜǊŜΗ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƛǊǎǘǊƛǇ ƛǎ ƴŀǊǊƻǿΣ ōǳǘ ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ŘƛǊǘκƎǊŀǾŜƭΣ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǳǇƘƛƭƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘΦ !ǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƛƴ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ 

ŜǾŜƴǘ ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻƻŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎƭȅΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ōŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘƻ Řƻǿƴ 

ƭƻŀŘ ƻǳǊ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ōǊƛŜŦǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀƛǊǎǘǊƛǇǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƻǳǊ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǘŀōΦ Yƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊπ

ƳŀƴŎŜΗ   ²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ 5ƻǳōƭŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜΗ 

Mˉʿʔ Sɺˏnɨˏʞ 
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