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GAARMS Report

Aviators and Aviation Enthusiasts,
Aviators and aviation enthusiasts, welcome to the September issue of the Arizona Pilots Association
newsletter. Although it’s still pretty warm, September is the beginning of our many flying events.
Don't forget to check our calendar at www.azpilots.org to see which events may interest you. You
won’t want to miss the new pavilion dedication fly in on September 25-27 at Payson Airport.

The FAASTeam continues to sponsor a number of safety seminars. Also, the Copperstate 2015 organizers are looking for a number of volunteers to help with this years show. Don't miss the poster
in this month’s newsletter

Have Fun, Fly Safe,

Tommy

2

Executive Director’s Report
Jim Timm — August 2015
The summer heat is really beginning to wear thin for me and
flying in these temperatures is not much fun. I hope some of
you are able to fly to cooler climes and have some fun. Hopefully next month the evenings are going to start cooling down and
we can have some cooler mornings for flying. It was great to
meet some of you at the EAA AirVenture in Oshkosh this year,
and hope everyone has had a fun summer.
At this year’s EAA AirVenture, there was a very
significant amount of UAV technology presented.
A number of UAV suppliers, schools with UAV programs, and UAV organizations were present,
providing a tremendous amount of information on
the applications and capabilities of UAVs. There
was also a large area completely enclosed with
netting where various UAVs were demonstrated
and their capabilities were amazing to see. While
sitting in on a couple of the UAV discussion forums, it was very shocking to listen to UAV industry legal representatives who are working with the
FAA in Washington discussing UAV operations
and regulation, and hear how out of touch they are
with the reality of operating in the real world with
general aviation and commercial aircraft. It was
very frightening indeed. This has been emphasized by the rapidly increasing number of reported
incidents of aircraft sighting and having close encounters with drones, or UAVs, in airport traffic
patterns nationwide. We have heard a report of several fairly recent drone encounters in the Glendale Airport (GEU) traffic pattern. I fear the situation may get much worse before it gets better. I
just hope not too many people have to get hurt before it the situation gets under control.
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS
As we start to move into the fall season, it’s also time to begin giving thought to Sports TFRs. With
the start of the football season and PIR racing events, many of these venues may very likely have
a TFR associated with it because of its size. So, please be aware and beware, especially in the
Phoenix West Valley area. Don’t accidentally blunder into one of these TFRs. With the presidential
election coming up, be especially careful of any VIP TFRs, and remember, these can be very serious as they are established and administered by the Secret Service, not the FAA. Also, don’t forget to keep a watch out for the numerous, and ever changing, forest fire TFRs.
Once again, there has been another round of GPS interference testing going on in California and
New Mexico that could impact us in central Arizona. And again, if you do encounter inflight problems with getting a useable GPS navigation signal, even for a short interval of time, it is important

that you contact ATC, providing the date, time, location and altitude the problem is noted, and
please also advise us at the APA.
The cellular communications company, LightSquared, that a couple of years ago had proposed a
nationwide cellphone network whose signals were shown to disrupt GPS signals, is back once
again, asking the FCC to force GPS companies to help solve the technical issues that killed its
plans a few years ago. At that time, LightSquared had acquired a band of radio spectrum right next
to the frequencies used by GPS satellites to broadcast timing information to GPS receivers. Because the cell signals are exponentially more powerful than the tiny GPS signals from space, they
can effectively jam the GPS signals.
After some controversy, the FCC
suspended LightSquared's application. We will again have to stand by
and see what happens this time
around.
As a reminder, there is a significant
amount of construction activity going
on at many of the Phoenix area airports, specifically at Gateway Airport
(IWA). At IWA there is going to be
construction occurring on runway
30C which will require shutting down
the ILS to the center runway at
times. To make matters worse, we
were advised that Phoenix Sky Harbor (PHX) has issued a NOTAM restricting training there. (No Touch
and Go or Stop and Go operations).
Some training has been permitted
there in the low traffic early morning hours (approximately one to four AM). Check for NOTAMs before taking off to avoid surprises when you arrive at your destination.
During the month of September, the U.S. Marines will be conducting a training exercise in the
Phoenix Metro area. They will have tactical demonstrations at the University of Phoenix Stadium,
and at several high schools and colleges in the area. The
exercises will include helicopters, Tilt Rotor, F-18, JSF,
and C130 aircraft. The aircraft will be staging in and out
of Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport. They will also conduct
a flyby at the National Cemetery on 9/11. The USMC
chose Phoenix as a key area for an outreach and recruiting effort.
From a safety standpoint, there has been an increase in
runway incursions system wide. Please use care when
taxiing and watch for the hold lines. This past Arizona aviation accident reporting period has fortunately continued
to be rather good in that the NTSB had only reported two
accidents, and both appeared to have been minor in nature. See my September accident summary for the details.
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APA is still working with various airports around the state, providing the pilot and aircraft owner perspective in the process of updating their Airport Master Plans. An update of the Sedona Airport is
starting and the Deer Valley Airport (DVT) master plan update is still in process.

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO GO FOR BREAKFAST:






The first Saturday of the month fly in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport (P08) has stopped
until next October.
The second Saturday of the month, Ryan Field (RYN) fly in buffet breakfast has also stopped for
the summer. Breakfast is available at the restaurant however.
The Falcon Field EAA Warbirds Squadron Breakfast on the third Saturday of the month has
stopped until October.
The third Saturday of the month there is a fly in breakfast at Benson (E95) at Southwest Aviation.
(There are special fuel prices for breakfast attendees.)
The last Saturday of the month there is still a fly in breakfast at Casa Grande Municipal Airport
(CGZ). The Airport has a new restaurant, Foxtrot Cafe, operating in the Terminal Building. They
are open 6:30am to 2:00pm Monday thru Saturday, but on the last Saturday of
the month they have a “fly in breakfast special” on the
Jim
menu; the price for adults is $7 and kids $5.
Don’t let a TFR ruin your day...
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Arizona Back Country Season
Ramps Up!
By Mark Spencer

The temps are cooling down and we have
a full lineup planned for the 2015 fall backcountry season! The season will kick off on
the weekend of September 11th at the annual NMPA Negrito Airstrip on the Gila
Forest in NM. Pre-registration is recommended if you’d like to participate in the
Saturday night meal. The following weekend, the 18-20th, will be the start of our
every third weekend at the Grapevine Airstrip at Roosevelt Lake. Please note that
we are back to the third weekend each
month.

Grapevine

On Saturday, the 26th of September,
come to the fly in camp and cookout
in Payson, which will be an appreciation day for Eagle Scout James
Nebrig, and enjoy the new pilot Shelter James planned, funded, and constructed for his Eagle Scout project!
Please RSVP so we can get a head
count for the provided lunch/dinner. If
you are not really a camper, this
weekend might be for you, as there
are warm showers and bathrooms at
the Payson Airport, and even nearby
hotels, if you prefer luxury!
Payson

If you are not tired out by the end of
September, October might get you
there as you’ll have two backcountry
choices the weekend of October 2nd. One of my favorite annual camps is held this weekend at the
USFS Pleasant Valley Airstrip (24AZ) just outside of historic Young, Arizona. We’re hoping to meet
the new District Ranger for the Pleasant Valley Airstrip this weekend. Of course, there will be camping and plenty of fun around the campfire and maybe even some Dutch oven cooking, or a trip into
Antler’s restaurant. If camping is not your thing, make reservations at one of the local motels. If you
prefer going back to school, you can join the NMPA at their annual Mountain Flying Familiarization
Clinic in Santa Fe. You’ll need to register and pay for this incredible weekend event!
6

Stay tuned for big news at the Grapevine as
our hope is that we’ll be crack-sealing the runway mid-October! Our monthly fly in camp is
October 16-18th, but this could be cancelled
depending on our crack-sealing activity. We’ll
post to our calendar and Facebook to keep
you up to date.
The first weekend of November, we’ll be back
out at the old Double Circle Ranch, and if
you’ve not seen the new porch roof that the
APA and local volunteers built last spring, you
are in for a treat!

Pleasant Valley
Join us for a pre-Thanksgiving getaway weekend at Grapevine November 21-23, and last
but not least, we’ll be back out at Grapevine on December 18 th through the 20th!
So roll up your sleeping bag, pack your plane, and head out to one of our backcountry camps this
year and you’ll be hooked! Click on the links below, and stay up to date using the APA calendar!
September, 2015
Friday, September 11, 2015 - Sunday, September 13, 2015
NMPA Annual Negrito Backcountry Fly-In

Friday, September 18, 2015 - Sunday, September 20, 2015
Grapevine Monthly Fly-In Weekend

Double Circle
7

Friday, September 25, 2015 - Sunday, September 27,
2015
Backcountry Camping and Cookout in Payson
(KPAN)
October, 2015
Friday, October 02, 2015 - Sunday, October 04, 2015
NMPA Mountain Flying Familiarization Clinic in
Santa Fe
Friday, October 02, 2015 - Sunday, October 04, 2015
Pleasant Valley (Young, AZ) Backcountry Fly-In
Friday, October 16, 2015 - Sunday, October 18, 2015
Grapevine Monthly Fly-In Weekend
November, 2015
Friday, November 06, 2015 - Sunday, November 08, 2015
Double Circle Ranch Fly-In Camping
Friday, November 20, 2015 - Sunday, November 22, 2015
Grapevine Monthly Fly-In Weekend

Did you see what happened last weekend
at the Double Circle Ranch? Check it out
on our Facebook page!

December, 2015
Friday, December 18, 2015 - Sunday, December 20, 2015
Grapevine Monthly Fly-In Weekend

Mark
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Grapevine Asphalt Preservation
Program—GAPP
By Mark Spencer

While many of our aviation friends in the north are nearing the end of their flying season, Arizona pilots are just getting ready to enjoy another incredible season at the Grapevine Airstrip located just off
the shores of Roosevelt Lake on the Tonto National Forest.

Improvements for Grapevine!
As you may know, two new shades now provide much needed shelter from the sun in the group area. Arizona Pilot, Carl Guilliams, stepped right up to the plate in offering the necessary construction
expertise and coordination to get these moved to the site and installed.

With these shades in place, the Forest Service has also placed very nice aluminum picnic tables
there for our enjoyment!
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While all of this progress is
great, we can no longer ignore
the steady degradation of the
airstrip itself. 15 + years of no
maintenance are beginning to
take a toll, and now retired Bureau of Reclamation engineer,
Rodney Tang, who originally
designed the Grapevine airstrip
asphalt upgrade, tells us we are
running out of time. While the
airstrip is perfectly safe to use,
the unsealed cracks are allowing water to reach the sub base
and undermine the asphalt. If
we catch this now, the airstrip
could be good for at least another decade or longer with regular maintenance. I cannot speak for everyone, but I’ve seen Grapevine’s value to the pilot community over the last three years, even with only one weekend per month
use. Would anyone say, no, it’s not worth saving for future generations?
It is a fair question to ask, what does the future hold for its use? The answer here is that the District
Ranger (DR) fully supports an increase in its availability for our enjoyment, but the Forest Service,
along with APA, and RAF have some concerns about potential use issues of a fully open airstrip.
This is based on challenges that we’ve already experienced. For example, we have committed to the
principals of Leave No Trace, meaning that when
using the area, no sign of your being there should
remain. This includes fire pits dug or built, and, of
course, litter. Sadly, fire pits and some trash, including human waste, have not always been removed, and volunteers have had to remove these.
Your APA provides a port-a-john during the flying
season, so no one should have to dig for bathroom
use. The Pilot Code of Ethics for use of any of our
backcountry airstrips are included in every Pilot
Brief posted at the APA website, so this information is available.
Our proposal, and most likely path to re-charting
Grapevine, is to have some minimal restrictions, for example, no commercial use or pilot training. Its
proximity to Phoenix and the potential over use that could result from unrestricted use would diminish its uniquely quiet setting and our interest in its preservation. Another simple requirement for its
use would be an easy online reservation system managed by the pilot community, not by the FS. We
plan on installing additional fire pits to provide dispersed camping opportunities, along with the exist10

ing group site. Fires outside of these areas would be prohibited, and this drives a need for reservations. I’ll be sitting down with District Ranger Jardine and Supervisor
Bosworth in Phoenix next week to complete these discussions.
In the meantime, we’ve embarked on a concentrated de-weeding effort
for the cracks that must be sealed, and, given enough financial support, we plan on crack sealing the entire runway in mid- October!
So let’s talk finances for a moment. First, we may never have an
opportunity as has been presented us by Crafco Co. located in Chandler, AZ, as we have now. Not only has Crafco generously offered us the crack sealant at near cost,
about 1/3rd the price of retail, but when they discovered that we would do the work with an allvolunteer team, using home built equipment, they also donated use of their 250 gallon double burner
oil bathed system, air compressor, along with two Crafco volunteers, including the location manager,
Bryan Darling, AT NO COST! What this means to the Arizona pilot community is that we’ll be getting
roughly $45,000 - $50,000 in crack sealing, necessary to save the incredible Grapevine airstrip, for
the cost of wholesale material alone! We have, along with engineer Rodney Tang, estimated materials to cost at about $15,000. I am no fund raising expert, nor is anyone on your APA team, but this
seems to be to be what is popularly called a “no brainer!” I know you’ve heard this line before, but it
is absolutely appropriate here: we may never have an opportunity to save Grapevine again!
Not only due to timing, and the soon to be reached tipping point on its decay, but cost savings offered us by Crafco at this time! I have no doubt that 30 of us could come up with $500
each, reaching the $15,000 needed, and in fact, I’ll be the first to commit, but even if you can
send only $50 or $100, please consider this cause immediately! As always, your donation to
the AZ Pilots Association is tax deductible. Time is truly short so please take action now at
our website, or mail us a check with whatever you can afford. If, by chance we collect excess
funds, these will be used to provide complete slurry sealing of the surface this spring, along
with extra materials and our own equipment necessary to maintain Grapevine into the future!
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September Aviation Accident Summary
by Jim Timm
The following are the preliminary NTSB reports of aviation accidents that have occurred in Arizona
from late July thru late August. When all detailed accident information becomes available, we will
attempt to use this information to develop safety programs and briefings to help pilots learn from the
mistakes being made by others and prevent similar accidents from happening to them.
From a flight safety standpoint, this reporting period has continued to be a good one in that the
number of reported accidents continue to be down, and again, there were no serious injuries or fatalities this past reporting period. In the past reporting period there were only two accidents reported
by the NTSB. A delayed detailed report on the Long EZ that had an accident last period at Show
Low is included in this report. The two accidents that occurred in this last reporting period were both
helicopter accidents and unfortunately, both accident reports were devoid of details, and it is likely
both were relatively minor. Fatal and often serious accidents are normally reported in a timely manner and contain preliminary details. I hope we can continue this trend for the rest of the year.
Based on information available when this summary was prepared, the reported accidents this reporting period are as follows:
Accident Date: Friday, June 26, 2015
Report Dated 8/12/15
Location: Show Low
Aircraft Type: Long EZ (Experimental)
Injuries: 1 Uninjured

LANDING GEAR FAILURE - LOSS OF CONTROL LANDING
The pilot reported that during the cruise phase of a cross country flight, the oil pressure and oil
temperature indicator readings dropped to zero. The pilot decided to make a precautionary landing
at a nearby airfield. The airplane touched down on the runway and the right main landing gear leg
fractured just above the wheel attachment and the wheel separated from the airplane. The main
landing gear leg collapsed and the airplane exited the right side of the runway. The airplane sustained substantial damage to the fuselage. According to the maintenance logbook entries, the right
main landing gear leg had fractured at the point of a previous repair. The airplane had larger tires
and brakes installed after the time of the repair to the landing gear leg.
The cause of the fluctuations in the oil temperature gauge and oil pressure gauge was not the subject of this investigation. The pilot reported no pre-impact mechanical failures or malfunctions, aside
from the gauge indications, that would have precluded normal operation.
Accident Date: Wednesday, July 29, 2015
Location: Tucson
Aircraft Type: Eurocopter AS350 B2 ECUREUIL
NO INFORMATION AVAILABLE
Accident Date: Tuesday, August 18, 2015
Location: Prescott
Aircraft Type: Robinson Helicopter Company R22
NO INFORMATION AVAILABLE
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Thunder Ridge Airpark (AZ28). Morristown, as described by Wikipedia, is a censusdesignated place in Maricopa County. The Thunder Ridge Airpark is located at the intersections
of highway 60 and 74 on the way to Wickenburg. The airpark originated by four persons coming
from another satellite airport in the Phoenix area back in 1993. The home lots were originally
some 35 acres, but through the years have been pared down to a modest 3 to 5 acres each.
There are nine homes built on the airpark property and five undeveloped home sites. Occasionally, there is turnover with the homes and some of the lots are available for sale.
The runway 17/35 is hard surface and in good shape with a length of 2600’ x 40’ wide. The HOA
had runway lights installed for operations 24/7. No pilot actuation, they’re illuminated continuously
from dusk to dawn. Some residents perform night ops routinely. The field is NW of Phoenix and
38 miles from the PHX Vortac. If you have flown over the field you’ll notice that runway 35 has a
450’ displaced threshold. This displacement was imposed a few years ago by the County of Maricopa regarding a technicality in the SUP (special use permit) for the airpark. The HOA has been
working closely with county authorities recently and feel confident the displacement will be eliminated.

John Anderson, airpark resident and HOA Board Member, shared with us, “It’s a very friendly airpark with a quiet environment, but not nearly as isolated as one would think. There are several
options for restaurants, grocery stores, and services located within 20-30 minutes in several directions including a Home Depot. We’ve got some young pilots on the field who are working on airplane projects and who are a breath of fresh air. This is an invigorated airpark.” For friendly
questions and answers concerning the airpark contact Mr. Anderson. (janderson72j@gmail.com)
Trivial facts about Morristown include its Morristown Store formerly the landmark Morristown Hotel
which is listed on the the National Register of Historical Places. The town is located within the
municipal planning area of Surprise, AZ, and will most likely be annexed some day.
The APA sponsoring realtor for this airpark is Pat Mindrup, 928-671-1597.
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AIRPARK NAME / CONTACT
Big Springs Airpark
Mgr: Peter Hartman (928) 626-7207
Castle Wells
Mgr: Gerald DaFoe (810) 516-9122
Eagle Roost Airpark
Mgr: John Greissing (928) 685-3433
Flying Diamond Airpark
Mgr: Lou Cook (520) 399-3879
Flying J Ranch
Mgr: Howard Jenkins (928) 485-9201
Hangar Haciendas
Mgr: Scott Johnson (602) 320-2382
High Mesa Air Park
Mgr: Phil DiBartola 928-428-6811
Inde Motorsports Ranch Airport
Mgr: John Mabry (520) 384-0796
Indian Hills Airpark
Mgr: Gerry Breeyear (928) 916-0608
La Cholla Airpark
Mgr: Larry Newman (520) 297-8096
Mogollon Airpark
Admin: Cheri Thomas (928) 535-3071
Montezuma Heights Airpark
Mgr: Glen Tenniswood (928) 274-1233
Moreton Airpark
Mgr: Daniel Kropp (602) 315-0323
Pegasus Airpark
Mgr: Jack @ 1st Svc Res (480) 987-9348
Pilot's Rest Airpark
Resident: Dave Mansker 818-237-0008
Ruby Star Airpark
Mgr: Wendy Magras (520) 477-1534
Valley of the Eagle (Sampley’s) Airpark
Mgr: Jerry Witsken (928) 685-4859
Skyranch at Carefree
Mgr: Tommy Thomason (602) 708-2040
Stellar Air Park
Mgr: SRUA, Inc. (480) 295-2683
Sun Valley Airpark
Mgr: Jim Lambert (928) 768-5096
Thunder Ridge Airpark
John Anderson janderson72j@gmail.com
Triangle Airpark
Mgr: Walt Stout (702) 202-9851
Twin Hawks
Mgr: Tim Blowers (520) 349-7677
Western Sky
Mgr: Mr. Hauer (877) 285-0662
Whetstone Airpark
Mgr: Brian Ulmer (520) 456-0483

CITY

Homes / sites

Prescott
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Morristown

5/10

Aguila

85 / 115 (5 acre lots)

Tucson

20/97

Pima

2/ 28

Laveen

39 lots w/sep taxi ways

Safford

/19 (2.5 acre lots)

Wilcox

4/9 (1 acre lots) on

REALTOR

Pat Mindrup - WEST USA Realty
928-671-1597 pat@wickenburgpat.com
Pat Mindrup - WEST USA Realty
928-671-1597 pat@wickenburgpat.com

Kevin Baker, Realtor® Realty ONE Group
www.azaviationproperties.com

100 acres w/race track

Salome

75

Oro Valley

122

Overgaard

60

Camp Verde

43/44

Wickenburg

2

Queen Creek

15/40

Paulden

4/25

Green Valley

13 / 74

Aguila

30

Carefree

20

Chandler

95/105

Fort Mohave

55/107

Morristown

9/14 (on 160 acres)

White Hills

115 acres

Marana

2/40 (4 acre lots)

Pat Mindrup - WEST USA Realty
928-671-1597 pat@wickenburgpat.com
Kevin Baker, Realtor® Realty ONE Group
www.azaviationproperties.com

Pat Mindrup - WEST USA Realty
928-671-1597 pat@wickenburgpat.com
Kevin Baker, Realtor® Realty ONE Group
www.azaviationproperties.com
Kevin Baker, Realtor® Realty ONEGroup
www.azaviationproperties.com

Pat Mindrup - WEST USA Realty
928-671-1597 pat@wickenburgpat.com

on 155 acres

Salome

all 200 acres for sale

Whetstone

5 / 12

Pat Mindrup - WEST USA Realty
928-671-1597 pat@wickenburgpat.com
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Short Final

The following articles contain content that
is not necessarily the opinion of the APA.

AVIATION SAFETY: PRO-ACTIVE vs. RE-ACTIVE
Pro-Active by: Barbara Harper
The word proactive was coined in 1933, and initially debuted in a book Man’s Search for Meaning.
Proactive is considered a buzz word and depending on its use, can be substituted for being active or
showing initiative. The key is acting in advance before
a problem materializes. Conversely, being reactive is
responding to a problem after it occurs instead of doing
something to prevent it. Both of these adjectives can
describe how safety is handled around an airport.
There are two political figures that are examples of
these words in action, Theodore Roosevelt, who was a
continuous bundle of energy, compared to Calvin Coolidge, who slept for 11 hours a day. We can be active
(having motivation and success) or passive (a laissezfaire attitude). What does all of this mean for us as pilots? Well, proactive safety of an airport considers the
safety of taxiways and runways before an incident occurs. Is the signage well defined and is the night lighting well identified? On the other hand, drifting
into the reactive safety realm leads to ignoring safety recommendations, avoiding safety decisions,
and, to some degree, letting things drift until there is an incident or accident. It is easy to always
think someone else will take care of it, or someone else sees that item is about to break, but if we all
can be proactive, taking the extra time to make sure the situation is reported, evaluated, and remedied, together we can make aviation a safer place.

EAA article from AirVenture at Oshkosh

LINK TO WEBSITE

GA Fleet needs benefit of Safety Technology without the cost of airline level
certification.
By: Howard Deevers
EAA has long been a strong proponent of finding simpler and more cost-effective ways to add the
latest technologies into our cockpits and aircraft. The experimental world of aviation continues to
lead the way in having the latest and greatest safety enhancing equipment with costs that are much
more affordable thanks to the freedoms from traditional FAA certification.
EAA believes that type certificated aircraft should have a similar pathway to access the safety benefits of new technologies at a level of certification, cost, and risk tolerance acceptable risks appropriate to our recreational non-commercial world.
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In 2011, EAA participated in the Part 23 reform effort and the Aviation Rulemaking Committee
(ARC) tasked with rewriting the rules. EAA primarily focused on the legacy aircraft fleet as opposed
to new production and worked to help create the Primary, Non-Commercial Category recommendation that was part of the ARC’s final report.
Unfortunately, that recommendation has still not been acted upon due to the priority of rulemaking in
support of manufacturers of new aircraft. That work is still ongoing within the FAA and we expect to
see a notice of proposed rulemaking sometime in the next year or so.
EAA is not willing to wait for the FAA to eventually act on the ARC recommendation that ultimately
could help the bulk of the GA fleet today. We must find a way to achieve simpler regulatory and policy pathways for the installation of safety-enhancing equipment and the maintenance of our existing
fleet.

Existing amateur-built policies have long worked well for the experimental world and we must find a
way to achieve a parallel path for standard category aircraft used for sport and recreational aviation.
EAA is in active discussions with the FAA on developing new and creative pathways for achieving
this goal.
Stay tuned for more information and progress towards solving this challenge over the months ahead
as we mature the concepts being proposed. It is a top priority of EAA and very important to the longterm health of GA and the safety of the pilots and passengers of our aircraft.
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GAARMS Report: September 2015
By Fred Gibbs
“LADY LUCK” continues to smile on the GA community here in Arizona! Quick –
knock on wood. We are still at the “ONLY ONE FATAL ACCIDENT” rate so far
state-wide for 2015, and only two out-of-state fatal accidents involving an Arizona
-based pilot. I know in every newsletter I keep saying all of you out there are doing a great job of flying safely, but it is true. This could be – if I don’t jinx it by saying so – the safest year I have seen in
my 13 years with the association.
Just the other week, I flew from Flagstaff down to Phoenix Sky Harbor on
an IFR flight plan. IFR into PHX is the
best way to get into Sky Harbor because of all the traffic. It was a piece
of cake – all I had to do was follow instructions, be able to hold a heading
and an altitude, and the controllers
lead you in by your hand! Inbound I
asked for 25L, they vectored me over
top of Sky Harbor, and turned me onto
a left downwind for 25L – easy peezy!
They vectored me all the way around
the pattern, turning me in after I reported seeing my traffic on final. I was
then cleared to land “number 2 behind the traffic.” There I
was, about 50 feet above the numbers for 25L when the
tower controller says “GO AROUND”! Without hesitation,
without questioning, I powered up, established Vy, sucked
up the gear and flaps and went around. Tower vectored me
all the way around the pattern – again – and stuck me back
in sequence, and landed without any further commotion. As
I turned off the runway at Hotel 3, Tower apologized for
sending me around – the jet traffic I was number 2 behind
failed to completely clear the runway hold lines at Hotel 3.
My response – “No sweat – good practice to never get complacent!” The controller thanked me for understanding. A
great example of why, when flying, never get complacent,
and to stay current in those things you rarely have to experience. That is what a BFR should address – those things we
rarely experience that may, one day, save your bacon!
In my opinion, no one should ever need a BFR unless there
is a good reason for a prolonged absence from flying, like a
medical or financial issue, etc. I believe that every pilot
should approach the BFR requirement using the WINGS approach, the 3 hours of instruction over the course of the
17

year, obtain your WINGS credit(s), and simply reset your BFR date. That way you never have to
sweat your BFR. When someone calls me for a BFR, unless I personally know them, and have
flown with them, I require a BFR candidate to go on line and complete the ALC-25 Flight Review
course before I will fly with them. If they tell me they have not flown at all for over a year, it is going to be at least 3 hours (the WINGS program) before I will put my endorsement in their logbook.
I am trying my best to keep you alive and proficient, as well as making sure you will return our
training C172s in shape for the next person to use. I
get pilots who are afraid of stalls, can’t hold a heading
or altitude for more than 5 minutes, do NOT like or
want to do hood work, can’t land within 500 feet of a
designated point on the runway, are scarey on short
field landings (especially Mooney pilots), totally bungle emergency procedures (what procedures?) and
off airport emergency landings, and, being former
FAA, don’t even get me started on radio procedures!!!

AND YET, LADY LUCK CONTINUES
TO SMILE ON US!!!
On an entirely different subject, I am asking
you all for some help. As you (should) know,
GAARMS is my yearly safety program
on the fatal accidents that occur both statewide or out-of-state involving any Arizonabased pilot, constantly striving to educate on
the how and why of those accidents. Remember, we learn from our mistakes as long
as we survive them, and from the misfortunes
of other who did not. One of my compadres
on the GAARMS effort is Matt Tantau. Matt is
a GA pilot based here in Flagstaff and is also
completing his Master's in Aviation Management at Arizona State University. Under the
direction of Professor Mary Niemczyk in the
Department of Aviation Programs, Matt is conducting a research project on general aviation accidents in the State of Arizona. As part of this project, he is conducting a survey of GA pilots. If you
are an Arizona based pilot, 18 years of age or older, and are willing to help him out, please click
on the link below and complete a survey. Your

participation in this project is
purely voluntary and greatly appreciated.

If you have any questions concerning the research study, please call Matt at (928) 380-3924.
Take the survey by click on the link below, or copy the address into a Google search:

www.surveymonkey.com/r/AZGA
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So, in closing, I leave you with the following points to ponder –
WILL THE REAL DUMMY PLEASE STAND UP?
AT&T fired President John Walter after nine months, saying he lacked intellectual leadership. He
received a $26 million severance package. Perhaps it's not Walter who's lacking intelligence.
2. WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM OUR FRIENDS:
Police in Oakland, CA spent two hours attempting to subdue a gunman who had barricaded himself inside his home. After firing ten tear gas canisters, officers discovered that the man was standing beside them in the police line, shouting, 'Please come out and give yourself up!'
3. WHAT WAS PLAN B?
An Illinois man, pretending to
have a gun, kidnapped a motorist and forced him to drive to
two different automated teller
machines, wherein the kidnapper proceeded to withdraw
money from his own bank account.
4. THE GETAWAY!
A man walked into a Topeka,
Kansas “Kwik Stop” and asked
for all the money in the cash
drawer. Apparently, the take
was too small, so he tied up
the store clerk and
worked the counter himself for
three hours until police showed
up and grabbed him.
5. DID I SAY THAT?
Police in Los Angeles had good luck with a robbery suspect who just couldn't control
himself during a lineup. When detectives asked each man in the lineup to repeat the words: 'Give
me all your money or I'll shoot', the man shouted, 'That's not what I said!'
6. ARE WE COMMUNICATING?
A man spoke frantically into the phone: 'My wife is pregnant and her contractions are only two
minutes apart.' 'Is this her first child?', the doctor asked. 'No! You jerk!' the man shouted, 'This is
her husband!'
7. NOT THE SHARPEST TOOL IN THE SHED!
In Modesto, CA Steven Richard King was arrested for trying to hold up a Bank of America branch
without a weapon. King used a thumb and a finger to simulate a gun. Unfortunately, he failed to
keep his hand in his pocket. (Hellooooooo)!
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8. THE GRAND FINALE!
Last summer, down on Lake Isabella, located in the high desert in CA, some folks, new to boating,
were having a problem. No matter how hard they tried, they couldn't get their brand new 22 foot
boat going. It was very sluggish in almost every maneuver, no matter how much power they applied. After about an hour of trying to make it go, they putted into a nearby marina, thinking someone there may be able to tell them what was wrong. A thorough topside check revealed everything
in perfect working condition. The engine ran fine, the out-drive went up and down, and the propeller
was the correct size and pitch. So, one of the marina guys jumped in the water to check underneath. He came up choking on water, he was laughing so hard. Under the boat, still strapped securely in place, was the trailer!

They multiply and vote!!
Fred

Should you desire a safety program at your local
airport, simply contact APA via info@azpilots.org.
You can connect with me through the Safety
Program Director, or you can contact me, Fred
Gibbs, at 410-206-3753 or email me at
fredgibbs@npgcable.com. The Arizona Pilots
Association provides the safety programs at no
charge. We can also help you organize a program
of your choice, and we can recommend programs
that your pilot community might really like!

Don’t come to a safety program by yourself. But don’t just bring your old buddy who always comes with
you. Bring someone new, and get your BFF to also bring someone new.
We need you to help us expand our audience, to expand our reach, and to expand that ocean of faces.
Statistics show that the folks having accidents are the ones who don’t participate in the WINGS or safety
programs, so help us reach out to those folks and pull them in.
We never complain when a program runs out of chairs!!!
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2015 Mountain Flying Familiarization Clinic
ground school registration is OPEN!
Oct 2nd, Sante Fe, NM
The Mountain Flying Familiarization Clinic will be held at the;
National Guard Armory at the Santa Fe Airport - KSAF - on Friday, October 2, 2015.
This event gives pilots the opportunity for intense ground school training to prepare them for safe
and enjoyable mountain flying and also offers them an additional hands on opportunity to fly with a
qualified mountain flying CFI over the beautiful rocky mountains and airports located there.
Mountain flying can be a normal flight route for flying in New Mexico and surrounding states and this
clinic will cover all aspects of flying that terrain.
Go to: www.nmpilots.org and on the Homepage see Mt. Flying Notice under the NewsFlash
OR go to the Event Calendar for detailed information.
Click Here for the registration link.

Click here for complete event details in a PDF document.
This is a great clinic and will help make pilots safer over the mountains as well as the flats.
If you have questions or need information, email me at: nmpa@nmpilots.org
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Douglas Army Airfield 1943
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APA Website
Please visit our website for the latest information.
www.azpilots.org A great resource for APA’s work in the
state, archived newsletters, current events, APA’s continuous work with legislators, a calendar of activities, and
more.
APA is a completely voluntary organization. It survives on
membership dues and sponsor revenue. One of the highlights of the organization is the Website. Stefanie Spencer manages the complete Website on a continuous basis. Leave email for Stefanie:
Webmaster@AZPilots.org

Newsletter Contributors
Article Deadline
20th

Editor reminds “The Team” to submit articles

25th

Authors submit articles and advertisements

Contact the newsletter editor:

Newsletter_Editor@AZPilots.org
For anyone wanting to contribute to this newsletter please submit your writing in an email file
along with photos and captions (separate files). The APA would like to publish information
about what’s happening in your area of Arizona. Subject matter could range from regulatory
issues to new places to eat (or old places) to airport management to safety. Of course the
APA would like to know about any political activities that could potentially compromise Arizona’s pilots or its airports.

New pilots welcomed!

Writers welcomed!
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Advertisements
As a benefit to current members, you may advertise aviation related items in the APA Newsletter and online. Classified ads for items that you own are completely free, just send those
requests to our webmaster Stefanie. Photographic ads range from business card size to full
page. Please contact our sponsorship and advertising chairman Rick for more information on
advertising.

APA Membership
If you are not a member of APA you are encouraged to join and help us keep General Aviation available, safe and fun for all. Your support is very much appreciated. Please visit our
website for details and where you can join APA, If you have questions, please go to our website's contacts web page where you can send an email, see our mailing address or contact us
by telephone. You can also help APA by purchasing some of our logo items, Caps & T-Shirts.

Volunteer 501 (c) (3) Organization
The Arizona Pilots Association (APA) is an all volunteer 501 (c) (3) organization. The articles
you find in our newsletter are written by volunteers and do not necessarily reflect the opinions or position of the APA, nor have they been vetted for technical accuracy.
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