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Getaway to Guaymas

Aviators and Aviation
Enthusiasts,
Happy Holidays! I certainly hope you are all finding time to spend with friends and family, and
finding some time to do some aviating.
The past month has certainly been busy for the
Arizona Pilots Association with fly-ins and work
parties to Double Circle Ranch, Grapevine, and
with a few individual members out and about
having fun. Read about these and more in this
month’s issue of the APA Newsletter.
The FAASTeam has conducted a number of
safety seminars of interest to several Arizona and
visiting pilots. The backcountry team will be
meeting this month to establish the upcoming
season’s events.
Brad Lawrence has been busy working on GetAway flights for those pilots interested in participating in some interesting flights. Don’t forget to
check in on our calendar frequently to see what’s
new.

Have Fun, Fly Safe,

Tommy
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Executive Director’s Report
Jim Timm — November 2015
Winter is here and the flying weather has been pretty good, not
too hot nor too cold, and wet (yet). I hope everyone has been
enjoying it. The
holiday season is
fast upon us and I
want to wish all of
you a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year and let’s all keep
flying safely, and I hope to see some of you at the
various fly in breakfasts around the state.
While the third-class medical reform legislation didn’t
make it out of a Senate committee, the Pilot’s Bill of
Rights 2 has remained intact as far as its key components are concerned, including exemptions for private pilots with current third-class medicals. The third
-class exemptions would save pilots time and
money in medical exams and special issuance expenses. AOPA and EAA are optimistic the bill can still make it to the Senate floor.
The bill continues to hold bipartisan support
from 69 senators and is ready to move forward said Sean Elliott, EAA’s vice president
of advocacy and safety. "We urge the committee to continue its work on this important
legislation as soon as possible.” The Pilot’s
Bill of Rights 2 would exempt private pilots
with medicals from recurring visits to an aviation medical examiner if they self-certify their
fitness to fly, take an online aeromedical
course biennially, and visit a doctor at least
once every four years. Pilots who don’t yet
have a medical or have had their medical
lapse for more than 10 years also would need a one-time visit to an AME to obtain certification.
The new requirements would apply to private pilots flying aircraft that meet certain criteria, including weighing under 6,000 pounds. If you haven’t yet done so, contact your senators and ask for
their support for the passage of the Pilot’s Bill of Rights 2 bill.
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS
Something to put on your Christmas wish list would be the new wireless headset from Lightspeed.
I’m wondering if this is going to be the pilot’s next “must have” item. It sounds like a great idea to
get rid of the annoying tangle of cords in some cockpits. It will be interesting to see next year at
AirVenture, how many other manufacturers adopt a similar technology.

Significant airport construction activity is still going on in the Phoenix and Tucson area, and around
the state. Be sure to check for NOTAMs before taking off for another airport so you don’t encounter
a nasty surprise when you get there. Also, continue to be sure to add TFRs to your preflight check
list.
At Scottsdale airport (SDL), to minimize disruption in operations, they are scheduling overnight closures for construction activity. Dates of closure were not available. Be sure to check NOTAMS.
At Mesa Gateway airport (IWA), the threshold construction project on RWY 30 Center is completed
and the ILS is now operational. Don’t celebrate too much, because it will be down again this spring
when a runway asphalt overlay project is scheduled.
If you are planning to fly in to visit a friend on the North Ramp at Deer
Valley airport (DVT), the bad news is that the area is probably going
to be a bit “torn up” with construction going on in various locations until next summer, so use caution!
On January 11, 2016, the 2016 NCAA College Football Championship Game will be held at the University of Phoenix Stadium. Needless to say there will be a TFR over the stadium area during the
event, so be aware and check NOTAMS for the TFR details. They are
expecting 400 to 500 airplanes flying into the area for the event. A
plan for an IFR reservation system, similar to
that used for the Super Bowl, will be in place. I
would suggest using caution in planning any flying activity in the Phoenix area the day before
thru the day after the event.

In a recent airspace meeting, Luke AFB announced their F35 fleet is continuing to grow and
will be increasing their activity in the Outlaw and
Jackal MOAs. They are also planning for Luke
Days on April 2 & 3, 2016. Better start marking
your calendar. APA is working on Luke to consider possibly having a General Aviation fly in as
we have had a few times in the past.
In this same airspace meeting, many of the airports in the Phoenix area, including Sky Harbor Airport, have been encountering an increasing number of UAV/UAS operating in their airspace. To address concerns being expressed across the country, the FAA finally released a revision to Advisory
Circular 97-57A, Model Aircraft Operating Standards. It will be interesting to see what impact this
makes, if any, on the problem before an airplane impacts one of one of these “vehicles” and we
have a serious accident to deal with.
The past Arizona aviation accident reporting period has been a bit disappointing. The bad news is
that six accidents were reported by the NTSB for Arizona for this last period. Of the six accidents,
three of them did not contain accident details, which would imply they were also minor in nature
from a personal injury standpoint. Of the accident reports containing details, the occupants either
had no injuries, or only minor injuries. This month’s accidents involved loss of control or loss of control on landing, or possible mechanical issues that resulted in an accident. So far this year, everyone has been flying safely, and hopefully we can end the year with an excellent aviation safety record. See my December Aviation Accident Summary for more detailed accident information.
4

APA is still working with various airports around the state, providing the pilot and aircraft owner
perspective in the process of updating their Airport Master Plans. An update of the Sedona Airport
(SED), Deer Valley Airport (DVT), and Grand Canyon Airport (GCN) master plans are currently in
process.
THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO GO FOR BREAKFAST:


The first Saturday of the month fly in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport (P08) restarts this
month. Due to health department issues, a lunch wagon vendor was used this month, leaving
many unhappy. The Lions club will be back in business serving their own breakfast in November!



The second Saturday of the month, Ryan Field (RYN) fly in buffet breakfast should be restarting
this month. However, breakfast is available at the restaurant next door.



The Falcon Field EAA Warbirds Squadron Breakfast on the third Saturday is restarting.



The third Saturday of the month there is a fly in breakfast at Benson (E95) at Southwest Aviation. (There are special fuel prices for breakfast attendees.)



The last Saturday of the month there is still a fly in breakfast at Casa Grande Municipal Airport
(CGZ). The Airport has a new restaurant, Foxtrot Cafe, operating in the Terminal Building. They
are open 6:30am to 2:00pm Monday thru Saturday, but on the last Saturday of the month they
have a “fly in breakfast special” on the menu; the price for adults is $7 and kids $5.

Jim

Check with the APA Getaway Flights
program and online calendar for fun weekend places to fly.
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Grapevine Asphalt Preservation Program
Update - GAPP
By Mark Spencer

Improvements for Grapevine!
You’ve been reading the articles and updates leading up to the weekend of November 13, 14, and
15 for months. Now that it’s come and gone, what most stood out about this weekend’s effort to preserve the Grapevine Airstrip on the Tonto National Forest would have to be how hard everyone
worked! From making incredible meals, keeping everyone hydrated, to feeding the machines with
material and swinging the wand, squeegeeing, and burning weeds, I simply cannot get over how
hard people were working. Equally amazing were the folks from Crafco, Bryan, Jason, or Robi, and
our driver from Otto trucking, Robert, giving their time and working side by side with the aviation
community and FS on a project they may never personally benefit from! We worked 6 hours on Friday, 14 on Saturday, and another 7 on Sunday, not to mention the many weekends of prep work
performed to clear the cracks in the weeks preceding this. Grapevine is 40 foot wide by 3,800 feet
long with a large apron at both ends, and has seen no asphalt maintenance for roughly 3 decades.
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In all, nearly 20,000 pounds of material was applied to the airstrip, both edges were mowed, and all
32 people on Friday, 40+ people on Saturday, and the remaining dozen working into Sunday were
fed by a small crew of kitchen folks lead by Kit Murphy.

I could point out many individuals that have given above and beyond to accomplish this, but each
and every person was truly needed and necessary to accomplish the goal this weekend, no matter
how small the job. Whether cooking, running water to thirsty laborers, mowing, or inching one of the
three rigs forward as the crews worked feverishly behind them, each person and job contributed to
our success. Many of those that could not attend gave of their finances, and many gave in both time
and finances.
No doubt, the APA, Crafco, the RAF, Otto Trucking, and the USFS made a great team!
Don’t miss the next Grapevine event!
December, 2015
Friday, December 18, 2015 - Sunday, December 20, 2015
Grapevine Monthly Fly-In Weekend
7

Next on the agenda of the GAPP is fog sealing the entire surface. This process will arrest the
sluffing off of loose aggregate that continues to erode from the surface. This is an important additional step in preserving the Grapevine asphalt, and one that we hope to accomplish in 2016. Our
APA and RAF team will be looking for a professional source to provide the material and volunteers
to assist in the application. Watch for dates on this!

See Facebook for more photos and video!

Mark
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December Aviation Accident Summary
by Jim Timm
The following are the NTSB reports of aviation accidents that have occurred in Arizona from late October thru late November. As all detailed accident information becomes available, APA will attempt
to use it to develop safety programs and briefings that should help pilots learn from the mistakes being made by others and prevent similar accidents from happening to them.
From a flight safety standpoint, this reporting period was relatively good in that there were no fatalities reported and the injuries reported were either none or minor in nature. The bad news is there
were six new accidents reported which is significantly up from last time. At the end of this report we
are including the recently released details of two accidents that the NTSB had reported earlier in the
year minus detailed information.
Fortunately, so far this year the accident numbers have been down and for the most part, they have
been minor in nature. I only hope we can complete the year with a record low accident/injury rate. If
everyone will plan and execute all their flights with continued careful planning, and good judgment
we should be able to make this a banner year for safety. So please fly safe!
Based on information available when this summary was prepared, the reported accidents this reporting period are as follows:

Accident Date: Saturday, October 10, 2015
Report Dated 10/26/15
Title 14 CFR Part 91
Location: Tucson
Aircraft Type: Cessna 310J
Injuries: 2 Uninjured
RIGHT MAIN LANDING GEAR COLLAPSE ON
LANDING
On October 10, 2015, about 1200 MST, a Cessna
310J airplane was substantially damaged during a
landing attempt at Tucson International Airport
(TUS). The commercial pilot and his passenger
were not injured. According to a Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) inspector, while inbound to
land at TUS, the pilot flew south of the airport to
troubleshoot an improper landing gear indication.
He then returned to the airport and asked the tower
to observe the landing gear position. After he received confirmation that the landing gear was extended, the pilot configured the airplane to land on
runway 11R. During touchdown, the right main landing gear collapsed and the airplane departed the
right side of the runway. Examination of the airplane by a FAA inspector revealed substantial damage to the right elevator.
Visual meteorological conditions prevailed and no flight plan was filed for the local, personal flight
that departed TUS at 1020.
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Accident Date: Monday, October 12, 2015
Location: Marana
Aircraft Type: Beech F33A
NO NTSB INFORMATION AVAILABLE
Accident Date: Saturday, October 24, 2015
Report Dated 11/2/15 Title 14 CFR Part 91 Location: Prescott
Aircraft Type: Luscombe 8A
Injuries: 2 Uninjured
LOSS OF CONTROL LANDING
On October 24, about 1510 MST, a Luscombe 8A experienced loss of directional control during the
landing roll and ground looped at the Ernest A. Love Field Airport, Prescott (PRC). The pilot, a certified flight instructor, and his passenger were not injured, however, the airplane sustained substantial
damage. The personal cross-country flight departed from Gallup Municipal Airport, Gallup, New Mexico, about 1245 with a planned destination of Prescott.
In a written report, the pilot stated that as he entered the vicinity of the destination airport, he maneuvered the airplane for a straight-in approach to runway 21L. The approach was slightly higher than
his normal glide slope, and the pilot configured the airplane into a left slip in an effort to lose altitude.
After getting established on the proper approach slope, the pilot maintained a left crab angle to compensate for an approximate 7 kt left crosswind. The airplane touched down on the centerline with all
three landing gear making contact at the same time. The airplane continued the landing roll until decelerating to about 15 mph at which point it began to veer to the left. The pilot applied full rudder input control to try to counteract the veer, but despite his attempts, the airplane ground looped.
During the accident sequence, the airplane incurred substantial damage to the wing. The pilot
opined that the loss of control was precipitated by a tail wheel malfunction.
Visual meteorological conditions prevailed and a company flight plan had been filed.

Accident Date: Saturday, October 24, 2015
Report Dated 11/20/15 Title 14 CFR Part 91 Location: Buckeye
Aircraft Type: Brandon Evans Gyroplane
Injuries: 2 Uninjured
LOSS OF CONTROL
The student pilot reported that he lined the gyroplane up on the centerline of the runway for takeoff.
As the takeoff roll was commenced, the student pilot stated he looked down to check the gyroplane's
airspeed indicator and when he looked back up the gyroplane was 2 feet above the ground and drifting right. The gyroplane rolled right and came to rest on its right side. The gyroplane sustained substantial damage to the rotor mast and horizontal stabilizer. The flight instructor reported that as the
rotor was coming up to speed, he noticed the student pilot
was holding the cyclic aft and to the right. The flight instructor reported he tried to push the cyclic forward and left but was unable to overcome the student pilot's cyclic inputs. The gyroplane rolled right
and came to rest on its right side.
The student pilot reported there were no mechanical malfunctions or failures with the gyroplane that
would have precluded normal operation.
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Accident Date: Monday, November 2, 2015
Location: Bisbee Douglas
Aircraft Type: Cessna 182R
NO NTSB INFORMATION AVAILABLE
Accident Date: Saturday, November 7, 2015
Location: Mesa
Aircraft Type: Cessna 172S
NO NTSB INFORMATION AVAILABLE
THE FOLLOWING TWO ACCIDENTS WERE PREVIOUSLY REPORTED DEVOID OF ACCIDENT
INFORMATION. IN THIS REPORTING PERIOD, THE ACCIDENT DETAILS HAVE BECOME
AVAILABLE.

Accident Date: Wednesday, July 29, 2015
Report Dated 11/17/15 Title 14 CFR Public Use
Location: Tucson Aircraft Type: Airbus / AS350-B2 Helicopter
Injuries: 1 Uninjured, 1 Minor
“QUICK STOP” HARD LANDING
The following helicopter was owned and operated by the US Department Of Homeland Security.
According to the Pilot/Operator Aircraft Accident Report, the operator reported that, the Instructor
Pilot (IP) was demonstrating the flare portion of an autorotation to the Pilot Under Instruction (PUI)
when the aircraft continued through the power recovery point and impacted the runway. However,
during the interview with the IP and the PUI, both pilots referred to the "flare portion" as the quick
stop maneuver, which was the maneuver being performed at the time of the accident. Both pilots
stated that they hover taxied to the approach end of
the runway, stopped over
the runway numbers and
established a hover between 65-75 feet above
ground level. They reported that as they hovered
over the runway numbers,
facing in the direction of
the runway heading, the
IP described the intricacies of the quick stop maneuver. The IP specified
that the maneuver would
terminate to a hover, and
the IP initiated the quick
stop demonstration by accelerating to the airspeed of 65 knots. The IP reported that as he talked
through the maneuver, he lowered the collective and applied aft cyclic. He stated that as the helicopter began to settle, he misperceived the helicopters altitude in relation to the ground and the helicopter skids impacted the ground hard. Both pilots stated that the IP responded by increasing collective
and the helicopter ascended, started moving aft, and the tail boom separated, impacting the left side
of the fuselage. The PUI reported that he and the IP were both on the controls after the first impact.
Both pilots recalled lowering the collective in order to set the helicopter down, the helicopter remained in a level pitch attitude, but yawed left and landed on the skids. The helicopter remained on
the ground as the left yaw continued, and the engine was shut down. Both pilots reported that the
helicopter spun on the skids, in two complete circles while on the ground, before coming to a stop.
14

The tail boom and main rotor system sustained substantial damage. Both pilots reported that there
were no pre-impact mechanical malfunctions or anomalies with any portion of the helicopter that
would have prevented normal operations.

Accident Date: Wednesday, September 23, 2015
Report Dated 11/13/15
Title 14 CFR Part 91
Location: Show Low Aircraft Type: Cessna 305A (Cessna L19 Bird Dog)
Injuries: 2 Uninjured
LOSS OF CONTROL LANDING
The pilot of the tailwheel equipped airplane reported that he used a "standard crosswind technique"
during the final approach, but just before touchdown the nose of the airplane shifted 25 degrees to
the left of the runway centerline. After touchdown, the pilot attempted to correct with the rudder and
ailerons, but the airplane veered to the left and exited the runway surface. During the runway excursion, the right main landing gear collapsed, and the right wing impacted the terrain. The right wing
sustained substantial damage.
The pilot reported that there was a crosswind during the final approach, and the wind shifted to a
quartering tailwind during the touchdown. About the time of the accident, the airport automated
weather observing system reported the wind at 020 degrees true at 5 knots, which resulted in a
quartering tailwind.
The pilot stated there were no mechanical malfunctions or failures with the airplane that would have
precluded normal operation.

If there are more details on any of the above accidents, it can be found on our website here:
http://azpilots.org/news/17-safety/50219-accident-summary-december-2015
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Steve and Jackie Andros, originally from Cave Creek, searched out an area years ago near Morristown to build a runway and settle down. They purchased this 55 acre parcel now divided into smaller parcels for home sites. The micro area where the airpark sits is unique in that it contains beautiful
views with an abundance of saguaros, several hiking and riding trails nearby, is surrounded by public lands, and is nearby highways 60 and 74 for quick access to Phoenix by car. The Castle Well
Airpark is located just north of the Carefree Highway (74) and east of Castle Hot Springs Road in the
foothills of the Bradshaw Mountains. Just as with other private airparks in Arizona, the Castle Well
airstrip is for private use by residents; guests must have permission before landing. This airpark is
home to 5 aircraft, and 5 homes on 10 home sites. All properties on the airpark share a well and the
septic systems are individual.
The 2,400’ long by 60’ wide runway has 24’ of asphalt in the
center with 20’ of gravel on the west side and 16’ of gravel on
the east side. With the displaced thresholds, a pilot will have
over 3,000’ to roll out and take off. Due to their special use
permit issued by Maricopa County, RWY 17 has a 675’ displaced threshold for highway 74 easement and RWY 35 has a
563’ displaced threshold for noise abatement. All takeoffs are
from RWY 17 downhill, and landings to RWY 35 going uphill.
The runway is lighted with REILs which are on a timer from
dusk to 1:00AM.
With the airpark’s unique surroundings and small community
feel, this airpark is the closest thing to owning your own private
runway. For more airpark information, feel free to contact Gerald Dafoe 810-516-9122, HOA manager and resident. For real
estate inquiries please contact the APA sponsored Realtor, Ms.
Pat Mindrup at West USA Realty 928-671-1597.

Kit
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AIRPARK NAME / CONTACT
Big Springs Airpark
Mgr: Peter Hartman (928) 626-7207
Castle Wells
Mgr: Gerald DaFoe (810) 516-9122
Eagle Roost Airpark
Mgr: John Greissing (928) 685-3433
Flying Diamond Airpark
Mgr: Lou Cook (520) 399-3879
Flying J Ranch
Mgr: Howard Jenkins (928) 485-9201
Hangar Haciendas
Mgr: Scott Johnson (602) 320-2382
High Mesa Air Park
Mgr: Phil DiBartola 928-428-6811
Inde Motorsports Ranch Airport
Mgr: John Mabry (520) 384-0796
Indian Hills Airpark
Mgr: Gerry Breeyear (928) 916-0608
La Cholla Airpark
Mgr: Larry Newman (520) 297-8096
Mogollon Airpark
Admin: Cheri Thomas (928) 535-3071
Montezuma Heights Airpark
Mgr: Glen Tenniswood (928) 274-1233
Moreton Airpark
Mgr: Daniel Kropp (602) 315-0323
Pegasus Airpark
Mgr: Jack @ 1st Svc Res (480) 987-9348
Pilot's Rest Airpark
Resident: Dave Mansker 818-237-0008
Ruby Star Airpark
Mgr: Wendy Magras (520) 477-1534
Valley of the Eagle (Sampley’s) Airpark
Mgr: Jerry Witsken (928) 685-4859
Skyranch at Carefree
Mgr: Tommy Thomason (602) 708-2040
Stellar Air Park
Mgr: SRUA, Inc. (480) 295-2683
Sun Valley Airpark
Mgr: Jim Lambert (928) 768-5096
Thunder Ridge Airpark
John Anderson janderson72j@gmail.com
Triangle Airpark
Mgr: Walt Stout (702) 202-9851
Twin Hawks
Mgr: Tim Blowers (520) 349-7677
Western Sky
Mgr: Mr. Hauer (877) 285-0662
Whetstone Airpark
Mgr: Brian Ulmer (520) 456-0483

CITY

Homes / sites

Prescott

12

Morristown

5/10

REALTOR

Pat Mindrup - WEST USA Realty
928-671-1597 pat@wickenburgpat.com

Aguila

85 / 115 (5 acre lots)

Tucson

20/97

Pima

2/ 28

Laveen

39 lots w/sep taxi ways

Safford

/19 (2.5 acre lots)

Wilcox

4/9 (1 acre lots) on

Pat Mindrup - WEST USA Realty
928-671-1597 pat@wickenburgpat.com

100 acres w/race track

Salome

75

Oro Valley

122

Overgaard

60

Camp Verde

43/44

Wickenburg

2

Pat Mindrup - WEST USA Realty
928-671-1597 pat@wickenburgpat.com

Queen Creek

15/40

Paulden

4/25

Green Valley

13 / 74

Aguila

30

Pat Mindrup - WEST USA Realty
928-671-1597 pat@wickenburgpat.com

Carefree

20

Chandler

95/105

Fort Mohave

55/107

Morristown

9/14 (on 160 acres)

White Hills

115 acres

Marana

2/40 (4 acre lots)

Pat Mindrup - WEST USA Realty
928-671-1597 pat@wickenburgpat.com

on 155 acres

Salome

all 200 acres for sale

Pat Mindrup - WEST USA Realty
928-671-1597 pat@wickenburgpat.com

Whetstone

5 / 12
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APA Getaway Fly-in to Guaymas, Mexico
February 6-7 (NEW DATE)
In the Nov APA newsletter the Getaway Fly-in was announced to be held one week later, but the
fact that Carnival is being celebrated Feb 4-8 inspired us to coincide with this event. It adds a bonus
to the Getaway participants with the extra gala; the main attraction at Carnival is the evening parade
which begins around 4-5pm. If everyone arrives Saturday morning it will give us time to check a few
things out all afternoon
(plenty of activities possible)
and then settle in for the parade. We’re recommending
a hotel in the middle of
Guaymas which has nice
accommodations, has the
best steak house, and is
close to the parade route:
The Hotel Armida Use this
link to make reservations.

Some pilots may want to fly
down a day early, since Guaymas and its neighboring town
of San Carlos have plenty of
activities and sights to offer.
As promised in the last newsletter, we are publishing a
preparation check list for
those going to Mexico either
for the first time, or those who
have not traveled down there
for several years.

Just as with any cross country flight, there are long
term and short term items to prepare for. We’ll mention the long term items in this newsletter, and the
short term items in the next newsletter.
We’re assuming you as the pilot conform to all the
appropriate FAA rules to fly legally in the US.
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Passport and Visa

Flying to Mexico requires a current passport, unlike driving. If you and your passengers have US
citizenship, only a passport is required. For other nationalities, please check with US immigration for
visa requirements. (One side note for anyone who may have particular legal issues, sometimes the
local court system can mandate the feds to place restrictions on your passport.)

eAPIS Registration
The Advance Passenger Information System is a relatively new process implemented by the Dept of
US Homeland Security under the Division of Customs and Border Protection (CBP). This procedure
is mandated by the US and can be a real stickler about incorrect usage (they’ve imposed fines up to
$5,000 in the past). It’s an easy process, but be careful of your time to submit (>60 minutes prior to
flight each way) and your time of arrival to your destination (don’t be early). Enroll in eAPIS DON’T
lose your ‘sender ID’ or your ‘password.’ If you lose them and try to log on and submit your
return flight without these 2 items you’ll be a very unhappy pilot. Enroll in eAPIS now and get familiar with how to use this system.
CBP Airplane Decal (DTOPS)
This is a yearly decal that is placed on the outside of your craft near the passenger entrance. It
costs $27.50 and takes about 2 weeks to receive in the mail from the CBP. DTOPS Registration
The decal looks very similar to an MVD plate sticker.

Airplane Insurance
Call your insurance agent and find out if your existing policy covers flights into Mexico. If it does,
have your agent send you a letter in Spanish that explains your coverage and carry this cover letter
and your policy with you to show to the Mexican authorities. If your policy does not cover flights into
Mexico, you’ll have to purchase one. Most pilots have their agent write a policy with a Mexican insurance company. This usually costs $50-100 in most cases.

Permission to Fly Aircraft into Mexico
If you own the airplane, and the title/registration is in your name, no action required. If the plane is
owned by a corporation, LLC, another person, or by another entity, you must have a notarized permission letter which authorizes your use of the aircraft in Mexico.

12” Airplane Registration Lettering
This is a requirement by the US. Upon returning to the US, the CBP people will want to see 12” lettering. If you need temporary lettering there are several companies on the Internet offering this service for about $100 for both sides. We found a company that will make temporary adhesive vinyl
decals for under $20 plus shipping (1-2 weeks). www.stickersbanners.com If you don’t have a data
file with your registration N-number and don’t know how to make one, contact me, Brad Lawrence,
and I’ll make one for you and email it to you.
19

Sport Pilots

Need to conform to all appropriate FAA regulations, but if the pilot only holds a valid Sport Pilot License, he must be flying a Sport Airplane. Make sense?
Radio Station License / RadioTelephone Operators Permit
For international travel the FCC requires your airplane have an up to date license and the pilot to
have a Restricted RadioTelephone Operators Permit, but in a recent FAAST hosted seminar at
Phoenix-Mesa Gateway, AOPA Panel Attorney, Paul Rowley, said neither the license nor the permit
were needed for travel into Mexico.
406 MHz ELT compliance date extended to June 30, 2018
Hotel and Car rental
Cars are easy to rent on the airport (GYM / MMGM) with Sixt Rental Cars. Rates for cars are $30
and the hotel rates start at $50. A taxi from the airport to town is a set $30. Renting a car may give
you more flexibility and savings over a taxi. The Hotel Armida Sixt Rental Car - Guaymas
We already have several people on the sign-up list for this trip. If you are interested please send me
the following information (brad@azpilots.org 602-460-4286)

Brad

Name

Phone#

Email

Interest (med/high)

Past trips to Mexico (Y/N)

Tail #

Passenger(s)

Departing a/p

Open plane seats

Type

Renting a car at airport
(Y / N)

Any notes / special requests /
likes to do

Please also complete and
send in a Liability Waiver,
available online here.
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Short Final

The following articles contain content that
is not necessarily the opinion of the APA.

QUASI
By Barbara Harper
Over 600 words in the dictionary are prefixed with the word quasi. The word really means
“resembling.” Take for instance, the word taxilane. This word is not even in the Pilot/Controller Glossary. It is only mentioned in the Advisory Circular (AC) 150/5300-13 Airport Design. There is a big
gap between understanding taxiway and taxilane. Actually both are similar except one has lights
and the other does not. Does this mean they ‘resemble’ one another? Yup! One, the controller has
control and the other does not. Taxilanes have no signage
like taxiways, but they probably should. Why were they left
out of the signage group? They do have a letter identifier on
Airport Designs, (TL). But, weirdly both have yellow taxi
lines. Still, maybe should the ground controller’s clearance
to an aircraft say taxi to the quasilane via taxiway… or
should a new word be used such as quasitarmac be used
so there is no confusion? In either case, definitions and
meanings of all words used in the aviation
context should be in the Aeronautical Information Manual (AIM).

The definition of a taxilane (TL) according to
the AC, is that portion of the aircraft parking
area for access between taxiways and aircraft parking positions. The definition of a
taxiway (TWY) is a defined path established
for the taxiing of aircraft form one part of an
airport to another. Both have defined travel
dimensional standards. Nevertheless, the
airport management, hopefully Safety Management System people, are responsible
for taxilanes, whereas air traffic controllers
are responsible for the movement of aircraft on taxiways.
By way of learning, can anyone identify them on the airport published ground schematic in the Airport Facility Directory? Only the controllers and airport design individuals can identify taxilanes.
Maybe pilots should have the telephone number of airport safety management so that one can get a
ground clearance for taxilane travel. The Italian poet Quasimodo would turn over in his tomb if he
knew how his name was being used.

Barbara
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GAARMS Report: December 2015
By Fred Gibbs
Man, oh man, I am very hesitant to say anything about our present safety record!
I do not want to jinx it!!! Let’s just say at the rate we are going right now, this will
be the safest year I have ever seen. Please, please, please don’t mess it up now!
Obviously, with December being the last month of the year, I am gathering up all the accident data
from 2015 to prepare for GAARMS V, the fifth annual symposium. Amazing how time flies when you
are having fun! GAARMS V will be in March of 2016, exact date and location TBD, and will be announced in the January newsletter.
As I sit here at my computer, I am having a rough time trying to come up with something to write.
Fighting off a cold is not helping – seems like my DayQuill doesn’t do much, and I just feel tired all
day. Flying is mostly out of the question – don’t need to blow out my sinuses. However, before I
caught this cold, I got in some actual (that is, real) IFR flying. I went to CHD and back to Flag, in solid IMC for a good 1 ½ hours, with complex routing through the Class with step climbs, up at 10,000
all the time watching the OAT all the way. It hovered right around the 0 degree mark. Even got the
windshield cleaned! Both CHD and FLG were reporting better than 5000 and 5, so no approaches,
just a visual. But seeing as how I already have more than enough approaches to stay current, no
problemo!! One of the great things about living and flying here in Arizona is our weather – lots of
beautiful VFR days. But one of the downfalls about living and flying here in Arizona is our weather –
almost no IMC, which means we turn out IFR rated pilots with NO actual IMC flying time. And, believe me, there is a big difference
between flying under the hood
and flying in the clouds! I end up
doing a lot of IPC’s for the pilot
community up here in Flag.
And then I got to thinking about
risk management. So, what is
risk management? Yeah, yeah, I
know, it is managing risks!!! But
what risks? When we plan to go
flying, just what are those risks
we want to manage? Well, how
about your trusty airplane, that
you know intimately – is it really that trusty? Have you deferred maintenance on something? Did
something change since the last time you flew it? How long has it been since you flew it? Did
Mother Nature do something to it while it sat outside? Or are you renting an airplane from the local
FBO? Did the last person who flew it leave it in a totally airworthy condition? Flat spot a tire? Not
refuel it? Leave the oil low? Not write up a discrepancy? So how thoroughly are you going to preflight it? Or are you just going to accept the previous pilot’s comment that it is warmed up and ready
to go?
How about the weather? The local airport conditions? Your destination airport conditions? Enroute
conditions? Airmets? Sigmets? Convective sigmets? Center Weather Advisories? PIREPs?
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Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs)? And certainly NOTAMs – nothing like flying to your destination only to find out there is an air show going on and you blunder right into it! Or the runway is
closed for repaving until tomorrow! Or there is no fuel available until next Tuesday!
How about the pilot? That could be some real risk management! Look into the mirror – see that
person looking at you? Would you send your kids up flying with that person?? Is that person
sharp today? Mentally up to the challenge? Current? Proficient? And, yes, those are two different things…
Risk management is mitigating any risk to an acceptable level. Which begs the question: whose
acceptable level? You have often heard it said, “Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.” Well, so is
risk!!! The inexperienced pilot does not know what he/she does not know. For sure, flying comes
with risk. Hell, so does living, but we exercise care in our daily lives, just like we do when we go
fly. Despite the fact that flying has more potential risk, it is actually very, very safe! Hitting the
ground at a high rate of speed is NOT!
Not all risks can be eliminated, but they can be mitigated down to an acceptable level with good
planning and the application of common sense. A thorough pre-flight inspection of your aircraft is
one way. Adherence to the preflight and run up checklists are there for that reason. Could the engine still fail? Sure, but the risk of that is minimal if everything checks out prior to launching. And,
of course, you would have mitigated that risk by contemplating, beforehand, what you would do if
the engine quits on takeoff, right? And you would have briefed any passengers with you on that
plan of action, correct? And you would have mitigated emergency procedures action by having
practiced emergency procedures fairly recently and certainly during your BFR, right?
For risk management, is flying 2 hours a month sufficient? Or even 5? Is one
two-hour flight better than
two one-hour flights? Is one
landing a month enough to
remain current? Well, yeah,
that meets the 3 takeoffs
and landings every 90 days
requirement, but would you
want to send your kids up
with that guy?
What about your personal
minimums? Do you adhere
to them, or are they flexible? I believe in the flexible side of them, because as you gain experience, you also learn to manage risk better (hopefully)! Exposure to situations provide experience.
When things don’t look too good, that might just be the time to gather up your friendly flight instructor and go out and experience it for yourself so you can learn from it. You have to do it to
learn it. That does not mean you learn from getting caught in it, although many of us have…
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Risk management is knowing when to say “Uncle”, when to say “NO”, and when to have a Plan B
ahead of time, not having to come up with something when the @%&*#@ hits the fan!
Risk management is knowing the capabilities and limitations of your aircraft. Even with my 14,000
hours of flying time, and 2300 hours in my trusty ol’ Super Viking, I DO NOT DO ICE! I watch temperatures carefully anytime I’m IMC, always have an escape plan, and always include OATs in my
flight planning. Are you going into high altitude airports? What is the climb capability of your aircraft? What is Vx or Vy for that elevation? Are you looking at the performance charts for your airplane, or just “winging it?” What is Vg? When is the last time you did an emergency descent in your
airplane? When would you need to do that? Do you believe your airplane talks to you? Mine does!
When I fly my airplane, we become one…

So, risk management is a thought process, helping you plan a successful flight while making you
think about several plans (Plan B or even Plan C) for the ever changing environment out there that
you may have to deal with to ensure your flight is completed safely. And risk management is contemplated, considered, thought of, and executed throughout the flight, right up to shut down and tie
down at your destination.
Then you have to shift gears (no pun intended) and do the risk management of getting into your car
or truck and traveling on the highways and byways
with all the other nuts out there…

Fred

Don’t come to a safety program by yourself. But don’t just bring your old buddy
who always comes with you, bring
someone new, and get your BFF to also
bring someone new. We need you to
help us expand our audience, to expand
our reach, and to expand that ocean of
faces.
Statistics show that the folks having accidents are the ones who don’t participate in the WINGS or safety programs, so help us reach out to those
folks and pull them in.

A big thank you to our
Corporate Sponsor!
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San Diego Bay and Ramona Open House
By Howard Deevers
November was a great month to fly in the Southwest. The summer heat is gone, the sky is clear most of the time, and I noticed
that the plane performs better now that it is not hot.
My friend, Marty, invited me to go along from Tucson to Southern
California. He had equipped his plane with ADS-B in and out, but it had developed a small “glitch”
that required service. Since he had the installation done at Gillespie Field (KSEE), that would be our
first stop. After briefly troubleshooting the problem, it was found and a new part ordered that would
be installed the next day. After lunch we departed to Ramona (KRNM), a short flight away, and
spent the night there.
The part was in as promised the next day, and we were back to KSEE for the installation. That didn’t take long. Afterwards Marty took me on a harbor tour of San Diego Bay. What a wonderful way
to see San Diego, from the air at 500 feet over the water. We crossed the Coronado Bridge and
flew around North Island Naval Station, then up the coast to Del Mar, all at 500 feet. At Del Mar we
turned around and headed back passing over the Mission Bay VOR (MZB) toward Lindberg Field
(KSAN) at 1000 feet. Of course, all of this is done while in touch with North Island Tower and Lindberg Tower. They knew where we were all the time, and there was never any conflict with incoming
or departing traffic at these busy airports. Marty has made this tour several times, first with an experienced instructor that knew the ropes. If you want to make this tour, I suggest that
you do it with someone that knows how already to avoid any possible conflicts. It is
worth the trip!
After the tour we headed back to Ramona to prepare for the real mission of the
weekend: The Ramona Open House the next day. Marty was presenting an exhibit
for PILOTS AND PAWS during the Open House. Saturday was a beautiful day for
this with clear skies, perfect temperatures, and no wind. Lots of people showed up to see the displays of aircraft, cars, control tower tours, and other activities at the airport.
Sunday was our departure for Tucson on an IFR flight plan. After some vectoring by ATC, we
passed the Julian VOR and were given “direct to Yuma (BZA VOR)” and from there “Direct to Tucson.” Even Though it cut off some of the route, we still had to dodge some heavy rain and build
ups. We got about 2 hours of actual IFR, and more experience.
The IMC Clubs have been merged into the EAA. EAA announced a possible merger with IMC Clubs
at Oshkosh this past summer, and it is official now. If you are an EAA member, then you are also an
IMC Club member as well, and IMC Club members become EAA members. EAA chapters are encouraged to participate in IMC Club Activities. If you are interested in Instrument flying, even if you
are not instrument rated, this is a great way to learn from others, and share your own experiences.
Any EAA chapter can contact me at: deeversjones@msn.com for more information.
Here is another good idea. Take a look at: www.armchairflying.com. Learn about flying while on
the ground. There are many short lessons that take only about 5 minutes to read or view. Things
you should have learned in school, but maybe forgot. A good pilot is always learning!

Howard
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Supporting Local Businesses that Support Pilots
Are you the type who will spend $50 on fuel to
fly to a location that will give you a few dollars
discount on your burger? I know I am, pilot logic I guess. But I like to support businesses who
support me, even in a little way. One of those
businesses is the West End Café, walking distance from the Kearney Airport (E67). I need
the exercise, so I like to do the 10-15 minute
walk, but if you prefer there is an old city courtesy car there, or a couple of old timers on the
field leave out these classic (ie: old, single
speed) bikes for you to borrow. Amanda runs
the place and welcomes us pilots. She was
born in Tucson but raised in Kearney and
knows everybody by name.
Another one of my favorites is the short hop in my RV from my home base KRYN over to Benson
(E95) when I need a good price on fuel. Roy at Southwestern Aviation is always fun to talk to, and
depending on the day, some type of fuel discount is available on his already excellent fuel pricing.
My favorite discount? Tell Roy a clean joke that makes him laugh, one that he can repeat to his
young kids, and another 5 cents comes off. While there, grab one of Roy’s classic courtesy cars
and drive into town and visit the Horseshoe Café for good chow. Stop in the gas station next door
and throw in a few bucks worth of fuel in the car to help keep this super friendly FBO in business.
If you are so inclined, you can download my free phone app, “Airport Courtesy Cars” which gives
details to these and other discounts, and lists over
1,535 courtesy cars nationwide.
Glenn Brasch,
APA Member
RV-9A KRYN
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High Tech Flying
Authored by Robert Littlefield
Glass cockpits, NextGen, iPads, drones -- these and other advances of the Information
Age are revolutionizing aviation. High Tech Flying examines how these advances are impacting aviation and gives pilots the tools and knowledge they need to fly safely and efficiently in this new environment. High Tech Flying explains these technologies in plain
English and from the pilot`s perspective, and explains how they work together to create
a new way of flying in the Information Age.
The first chapters examine two technologies which have really "taken off" in the last five
years - NextGen and personal devices such as tablet computers and smartphones. Next
High Tech Flying examines “The Glass Cockpit Revolution” - how it happened, what it
means for pilots, and how to use glass cockpit technology to fly safely and efficiently. It
includes chapters on “Mastering the Glass Cockpit” and “Flight Planning In the Information Age.”
It is vital that flight instructors understand these advances, not only because they fly in this environment but because it
is their job to communicate this knowledge to the pilot community. That is why High Tech Flying includes a chapter on
“Flight Training in the Information Age.” Because checklists are a vital part of flying safely and effectively in the Information Age High Tech Flying dedicates a separate chapter to their creation and use. High Tech Flying concludes with a
chapter on “The Future,” which tries to predict where the on-going digital revolution will take aviation.
High Tech Flying is available online at Amazon as a paperback or as a Kindle e-book, and in many pilot shops around
the country. For more information please visit our website at www.hightechflying.com.
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APA Website
Please visit our website for the latest information.
www.azpilots.org A great resource for APA’s work in the
state, archived newsletters, current events, APA’s continuous work with legislators, a calendar of activities, and
more.
APA is a completely voluntary organization. It survives on
membership dues and sponsor revenue. One of the highlights of the organization is the Website. Stefanie Spencer manages the complete Website on a continuous basis. Leave email for Stefanie:
Webmaster@AZPilots.org

Newsletter Contributors
Article Deadline
20th

Editor reminds “The Team” to submit articles

25th

Authors submit articles and advertisements

Contact the newsletter editor:

Newsletter_Editor@AZPilots.org
For anyone wanting to contribute to this newsletter please submit your writing in an email file
along with photos and captions (separate files). The APA would like to publish information
about what’s happening in your area of Arizona. Subject matter could range from regulatory
issues to new places to eat (or old places) to airport management to safety. Of course the
APA would like to know about any political activities that could potentially compromise Arizona’s pilots or its airports.

New pilots welcomed!

Writers welcomed!
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APA Clothing
The online store is currently on the Square Market, click here.

Advertisements
As a benefit to current members, you may advertise aviation related items in the APA Newsletter and online. Classified ads for items that you own are completely free, just send those
requests to our webmaster Stefanie. Photographic ads range from business card size to full
page. Please contact our sponsorship and advertising chairman Rick for more information on
advertising.

APA Membership
If you are not a member of APA you are encouraged to join and help us keep General Aviation available, safe and fun for all. Your support is very much appreciated. Please visit our
website for details and where you can join APA, If you have questions, please go to our website's contacts web page where you can send an email, see our mailing address or contact us
by telephone. You can also help APA by purchasing some of our logo items, Caps & T-Shirts.

Volunteer 501 (c) (3) Organization
The Arizona Pilots Association (APA) is an all volunteer 501 (c) (3) organization. The articles
you find in our newsletter are written by volunteers and do not necessarily reflect the opinions or position of the APA, nor have they been vetted for technical accuracy.
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