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Greetings aviators and aviation enthusiasts and welcome to the July 2016 issue of the Arizona Pilots 
Association (www.azpilots.org) news letter.  I hope everyone has been able to find cooler places to 
aviate or, as Jim Timm will suggest in his report, fly early in the morning before it gets too hot.  Den-
sity altitude has been the theme for the month. Myself, along with a hand full of other Arizona Pilots, 
ventured north to cooler climates for some airplane camping, mountain / backcountry flying, and just 
good fun. My 182, loaded with the usual camping gear and my wifeôs suitcase, was close to gross. 
At some of the higher elevation airports and grass strips, the take-off and climb performance was 
typically much different than ñbookò numbers. Mornings, like here, were smooth and made for a com-
fortable ride. Afternoons both up north and here in Arizona are really not much fun even when the 
winds are relatively calm. On the longer legs of our cross country flights we used the portable oxy-
gen, which sure made for a less tired pilot and pax. 

The APA BoD and various committees will be meeting soon to develop our activity schedules and 
events for the upcoming season. Brad and Kit have 
almost filled the available slots for the Getaway 
Flight to Long Beach in September. Fred Gibbs has 
safety seminars in Show Low and Winslow coming 
up soon. Susan and Mary are already working on 
plans for another fun APA Social event in Mesa.  
Check the APA calendar frequently to see what 
may interest you.  As always, please feel free to 
send us your comments, suggestions, and criti-
cisms to help the APA continue to support the gen-
eral aviation pilots of Arizona.  

Have Fun, Fly Safe, 

 
T˛m˙ʦ 

Presidentôs Report  

Hangars for Sale  

SkyRanch at Carefree ñ www.skyranchcarefree.com  

480 488 -3571 ñ Click here for a PDF list...  

 

A big thank you to our  

Corporate Sponsor! 
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The weather has been so hot lately that you really have to get 
out almost at daybreak to be able to enjoy halfway decent flying 
temps. When you head out to the cooler high country, watch 
your density altitude so you donôt run into a problem. It seems 
like the aviation activity has almost come to a standstill, and so 
many people have taken off for other parts of the country. For 
those of you that are stuck here with me, when you go flying, be 
extra careful, take plenty of water with you, and stay hydrated while you are flying. 
 
As the time grows closer to when we will be required to have ADS-B out equipment installed in our 
airplanes, it seems like many people are beginning to look more closely at what all ADS-B does or 
can do, and what benefits they may be able to derive from its implementation. Among many of the 
pilots I know in the busy Phoenix area, they are specifically looking at the features of ADS-B IN, 
TIS-B traffic. For those that do make longer cross country trips, they are obviously also interested 
in the features of the FIS-B weather, however, everyone seems to be intensely interested in the 

traffic in feature. While planning on eventu-
ally installing ADS-B out someday, many 
are obtaining portable devices now of vari-
ous kinds that provide traffic that can be 
displayed on their android or iPad tablet, or 
smart phone. Some are in the form of inex-
pensive ñdo it yourselfò kits to small portable 
manufactured receivers. It seems like some 
of the kit DIY units have been a bit problem-
atic in their reliability, but all that are using 
these traffic in receivers are amazed in the 
amount of traffic that is close around them 
that they havenôt seen, and has helped 
them spot traffic that was hard to see. This 
added ability to identify possible traffic con-
flicts can certainly be a significant safety 
enhancement. However, while this ñnewly 
discovered featureò by many of us may be 
great in helping to identify possible traffic 
conflicts, I hope this doesnôt induce more 
pilots to fly around in the high density traffic 
areas with their heads buried in the cockpit, 
not looking around for that plane that may 
be out there but not transmitting the neces-
sary signal. Itôs always nice to meet other 
pilots, but not that way! This year it will be 
very interesting to see what the most effi-
cient way to get ADS-B out will be for my 
airplane, and what is available now in a 
small and inexpensive receiver to reliably 
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get traffic information in. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 
 
Once again, in the last reporting period we received notices of GPS Interference testing that could 
potentially impact us in Arizona. I am wondering if this testing is occurring all over the country, or 
is it only happening in areas like Alamogordo, New Mexico and the military test areas in southern 
California and Nevada? Although the FAA doesnôt go into detail, it seems the military is testing 
something that can disrupt GPS over a huge area, and the tests potentially knock out all GPS-
reliant services including WAAS, GBAS and, notably, ADS-B. Apparently the FAA also doesnôt 
want a lot of radio chatter about the outages and is urging pilots to report them if they need help 

from ATC. It would seem that 
the military will have to call a 
halt to this type of testing 
when we reach the point we 
are supposed to be using ABS
-B for air traffic control. 
 
There is an issue brewing in 
the Tucson International Air-
port (TIA) area that is going to 
require careful scrutiny. A 
company called World View 
Enterprises wants to build a 
spaceport for the launching 
and recovery of high-altitude 
gas balloons from a facility 
which is planned to be less 
than 2 NM from the primary 
runway of TIA. Apparently 

they convinced the Pima County Supervisors to approve their plan without considering the real 
impact the operation would have on aviation safety and the operation of TIA. The company and its 
representatives are completely out of touch with reality when it comes to how our airspace is uti-
lized. The company believes the location is best because Arizona has consistently good weather, 
making regular balloon flights more reliable, and apparently they also think ñin-air traffic issues 
arenôt likely to be an issue because nearby military bases ensure that the airspace is well con-
trolled.ò  The military may be a significant user of the airspace in Ari-
zona, but they definitely do not control it. This issue is going to re-
quire a lot of careful attention and action. 
 
The fight for pilot medical reform continues, and your help is needed 
now. The U.S. Senate has passed the Pilots Bill of Rights 2 lan-
guage three times in the past six months. We must now focus our 
efforts on the House of Representatives and have everyone contact 
their Representatives in the House and urge them to take up and 
pass S.571, better known as the Pilots Bill of Rights 2. Please con-
tact your Representative in Washington now. 
 
Once again, remember that significant construction is still going on 
at Williams Gateway Airport (IWA) and the ILS may be down from 
time to time. When planning instrument training, be sure to check 


