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Greetings Arizona aviators and aviation enthusiasts.  

Welcome to the October newsletter. Time seems to be flying by as 

we go from one aviation event to another.  There have been fly-ins 

to Prescott, Grapevine, Double Circle Ranch, Coolidge, Williams, 

Bisbee, Casa Grande, and more. The AOPA Expo in Prescott was 

a huge success with over 6,300 attendees. I was able to visit 

some with Mark Baker, the AOPA president, about the future of 

aviation. Author and speaker Rod Machado, and other dynamic 

folks, were there presenting on a number of different aviation sub-

jects. Many aviators camped with their planes Friday and Satur-

day nights. Airplane exhibitors and vendors with a wide variety of aviation products were present to 

make for a really great show. The FAASTeam conducted a number of safety seminars in their con-

tinuing process of educating pilots to increase our aviation safety. 

Our scholarship committee is currently reviewing that program to see what we can do to attract more 

young aviators.  We were able to attend a high school aviation event in Marana, and are trying to 

help Explorer Leader Bennett Sloan out of Falcon find an airplane they can use for their program. If 

you know of a C150, Cherokee, or some other similar trainer, or want to learn more about their pro-

gram, contact Bennett at bennett.sloan@gmail.com.   

I hope to see many of you at the upcoming annual Copperstate Fly-in October 28th and 29th at Fal-

con Field this year. Check our calendar for this and several more fun things to do. 

Have Fun, Fly Safe, 

 T˛m˙ʦ 

Presidentôs Report  

Hangars for Sale 
SkyRanch at Carefree ñ www.skyranchcarefree.com 

480 488-3571 ñ Click here for a PDF list... 

 

A big thank you to our  

Corporate Sponsor! 

mailto:bennett.sloan@gmail.com
http://www.skyranchcarefree.com
http://www.skyranchcarefree.com/picture/Airport%20Hangar%20List/2016_02_26_SkyRanch_Hangars_for_Sale_or_Rent.pdf
http://www.caeoaa.com/phoenix/


 о 

 

Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð October 2016 

 
It appears that Fall has finally arrived! The mornings are much 
cooler and the flying temperatures are getting much better. 
Looking at my calendar, itôs also evident that our flying season is 
beginning, based on the number of fly in events I see coming 
up. Letôs go flying, but fly safe! 
 
This kind of falls under the heading of ñNow what is happen-
ing?ò Perhaps Iôm a bit impatient, and Iôm hearing too many ru-
mors, but Iôm wondering what is really happening in the pro-
gress of the Class 3 medical reform. When the president 
signed the FAA funding Bill, which included the medical reform 
bill, on July 15 of this year, the FAA was given one year to cre-
ate and enact new regulations that conform to the legislation. 
Iôm wondering if this is really going to be able to happen. Changes in the regulations would normal-
ly have to go through the Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) process, and based on person-
al experience with airspace changes, this process happens with the speed of a glacier, and can 
very easily exceed a year alone. In the case of the proposed physician checklist that the physician 
will have attest to, this could be a major stumbling block when the attorneys and insurance carriers 
get through with it. I doubt none who are not currently an FAA AME MD would want to sign the list 
and become a potential litigation target in the event of an incident. At the moment there seems to 
be a lot of questions and few real answers. Instead of being so impatient in wanting to know how 
things are progressing on what, in my opinion, is an exceptionally important issue to the average 
pilot, perhaps we (I) need to take the Pollyanna approach that the national alphabet groups seem 
to be taking, ñNot to worry, all will work out.ò I sure hope so! However, based on the Administratorôs 
comments this summer, I sure would appreciate an honest progress report once in a while, if thatôs 
even possible. 
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 
  
Be sure to mark your calendar for the Copperstate Fly-In on October 28-29. This will be the first 
time the event has been held at Falcon Field (FFZ) in Mesa. Because FFZ is a controlled airport, 
there will be detailed arrival and departure procedures that will need to be adhered to, so see their 
website for details https://www.copperstate.org and check for the NOTAMS. 
 
Unfortunately, Gateway Airport (IWA) is still charging a $20 fee for parking at the general aviation 
terminal. The fee will be waived with the purchase of 10 or more gallons of fuel.  
 
Please be aware, there are still many construction projects going on at airports around the state, 
and unfortunately, the activity will still be going on for a while. Before you take off, make sure you 
check for NOTAMS at your destination airport so you donôt have a bad surprise when you arrive. 
 
In the monitoring of flight safety, the news in the past reporting period was not the best; however, 
the good news is that there were no reported fatalities. There were four accidents reported by the 
NTSB, and unfortunately, two of the four reports were devoid of detailed information. One of the 
reported accidents would have involved a fatality, if not for an unusual quirk of fate. Because of the 
nature of the operation, the pilot had a parachute on and was able to jump to safety shortly before 
impact. See my October Accident Summary for details. 

https://www.copperstate.org
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The APA is still continuing to work with vari-

ous airports around the state, providing the 

pilot and aircraft ownerôs perspective in the 

process of updating their Airport Master 

Plans. An update of the Sedona Airport 

(SED), Flagstaff, and Grand Canyon Airport 

(GCN) master plans are currently in pro-

cess. No, you have not heard much about 

Tuweep lately, but we continue to work with 

the State Land Department on a viable path 

to re-open this site on the North Rim. 

 

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO GO FOR 

BREAKFAST: 

 

¶ The fly in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport (P08) is on the first Saturday of the month start-

ing October. 

 

¶ The second Saturday of the month, Ryan Field (RYN) a fly in breakfast is available at the restau-

rant. 

 

¶ The Falcon Field EAA Warbirds Squadron fly in breakfast and car show on the third Saturday is 

starting up in October. Itôs a good show, donôt miss it. 

 

¶ The third Saturday of the month there is a fly in breakfast at Benson (E95) at Southwest Aviation.

(There are special fuel prices for breakfast attendees.) 

 

¶ Also on the third Saturday, around noon, a donation lunch served by the APA at the USFS 

Grapevine Airstrip next to Roosevelt Lake has resumed. 

The APA provides a donation based lunch at these 

events. 

 

¶ The last Saturday of the month there is still a fly in 

breakfast at Casa Grande Municipal Airport (CGZ). The 

Airportôs restaurant, Foxtrot Cafe, operating in the Ter-

minal Building, is open 6:30am to 

2:00pm Monday thru Saturday. On the last Saturday of 

the month they have a ñFly in Breakfast Specialò availa-

ble on the menu; the price for adults is $7 and kids $5. 

 

Check with the APA Getaway Flights program and 
the online calendar for fun weekend places to fly. 

 

J˔ʗ 

wȅŀƴ YƛƭƎƻǊŜ ό{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪύ  

http://azpilots.org/jcalendar
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Compliance Philosophy & Remedial Training 
 

This outreach guidance is provided to all FAA and aviation industry groups that are participating in 
outreach efforts sponsored by the General Aviation Joint Steering Committee (GAJSC).  It is im-
portant that all outreach on a given topic is coordinated and is free of conflicts.  Therefore, all out-
reach products should be in alignment with the outline and concepts listed below for this topic. 

Outreach Month:  October 2016 

 

Topic: Compliance Philosophy & Remedial Training   

The FAASTeam will conduct a public education campaign to apprise general aviation airmen of the 
features and benefits of FAAs Compliance Philosophy & Remedial Training programs.  

 

Background:  

FAAs Compliance Philosophy and its relationship to Remedial Training constitute a major cultural 
change with respect to how the agency goes about ensuring regulatory compliance.  It is essential 
to educate the public on these programs in order to gain trust, increase voluntary disclosure of non-
compliance, and address that noncompliance in the most effective manner.   

 

Teaching Points: 

¶ Discuss Compliance Philosophy and Remedial Training. 

¶ Acquaint pilots and mechanics with the benefits of voluntary disclosure and non-punitive correc-
tive actions. 

¶ Discuss typical compliance action scenarios. 

¶ Answer questions with respect to Compliance Philosophy and Remedial Training.  

 

References: 

¶ Compliance Philosophy Power Point Presentation 

¶ U.S. Department of Transportation FAA Order 8000.373 

 

DOWNLOADS: PowerPoint Presentation Slides... 

http://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month?view=category&id=27
http://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month?view=category&id=27
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Accident Date: Monday, August 15, 2016 
Title 14 CFR Part 91 
Location: Peach Springs 
Aircraft Type: American Eurocopter  AS350B3 
 
NO NTSB INFORMATION AVAILABLE 

 
Accident Date: Tuesday, August 30, 2016 
Title 14 CFR Part 91 
Location: Sedona 
Aircraft Type: American Legend Aircraft AL3 
 
NO NTSB INFORMATION AVAILABLE 

 
Accident Date: Friday, September 9, 2016 
Report Dated: 9/22/2016 
Title 14 CFR Part 91 
Location: Wickenburg 
Aircraft Type:  Cessna 310N 
Injuries:  4 serious 
 
LOSS OF CONTROL ON TAKEOFF 
 
On September 9, about 0700 MST, a Cessna 
310 struck a refuse transfer trailer shortly after 
takeoff from Wickenburg Municipal Airport (E25). 
The airline transport pilot and three passengers 
were seriously injured, and the airplane sustained 
substantial damage. The personal flight departed 
Wickenburg with a planned destination of Pay-

son, Arizona. Witnesses reported observing the 
airplane takeoff from Runway 23, and veer to the 
right of centerline shortly after rotation. Having 
reached an altitude of about 75 ft above ground 
level, the airplane failed to climb, and crossed 
over the runway verge and towards an adjacent 
industrial park. A few seconds later, the airplane 
rolled almost 90 degrees to the right, and the 
right wing struck the refuse trailer. The right wing 
separated from the airframe, and the main fuse-
lage came to rest about 75 ft downrange. The air-
plane came to rest within the confines of the City 
Sanitation Department, about 2,200 ft beyond the 
runway departure threshold, and about 30-
degrees right of centerline. 
 
Visual meteorological conditions prevailed, and 
no flight plan had been filed. 
 
 
Accident Date: Saturday, September 17, 2016 
Report Dated:  9/22/2016 
Title 14 CFR Part 91 
Location: Gilbert 
Aircraft Type:  Cessna 182P 
Injuries; 1 Serious, 5 Minor 
 
INFLIGHT FIRE, LOSS OF CONTROL 
 
On September 17, 2016, about 1918 MST, a 
Cessna 182 was destroyed when it impacted a 

October Aviation Accident Summary 
by Jim Timm 

 
The following are the NTSB reports of the aviation accidents that have occurred in Arizona from 
late August thru late September, 2016. We will use this detailed accident information to develop 
safety programs and briefings to help pilots learn from the mistakes being made by others and 
hopefully take the action necessary to prevent similar accidents from happening. While the pilots 
did not get off to a very good year, things have gotten a bit better lately. 
 
From a flight safety standpoint, this reporting period has not been as good as it could or should 
have been, but it was good in that there were no reported fatalities. In the past reporting period, 
there were four accidents reported by the NTSB, and unfortunately, two of the four reports were de-
void of detailed information. One of the detailed accidents would have involved a fatality, if not for 
an unusual quirk of fate. Because of the nature of the operation, the pilot had a parachute on and 
was able to jump to safety shortly before impact. The end of this summary also contains the recent-
ly released details of an accident that had occurred last June.  
  
BASED ON INFORMATION AVAILABLE WHEN THIS SUMMARY WAS PREPARED, THE RE-
PORTED ACCIDENTS THIS PERIOD ARE AS FOLLOWS:  
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residential structure, following a reported inflight 
fire near Gilbert, Arizona. The commercial pilot 
was seriously injured and the 4 passengers sus-
tained minor injuries. One of the two occupants of 
the house sustained a minor injury.  
 
The airplane was participating in the Gilbert's an-
nual Constitution Fair, which involved an aerial 
pyro technic display, and four skydivers parachut-
ing into a predetermined drop zone about 1 mile 
northwest from the accident site. According to 
one of the skydivers, as the airplane arrived at 
the planned jump area and altitude, about 5,000 
feet, mean sea level, he heard a loud noise and 
noticed damage to the airplane's left wing. Shortly 
thereafter, the skydivers successfully jumped out 
of the airplane as its left wing became engulfed 
with flames. The pilot radioed a distress call and 
then egressed out of the airplane. The airplane 
subsequently impacted in a residential area about 
4 miles from the north of CHD. 
 
Examination of the accident site by a National 
Transportation Safety Board, investigator-in-
charge revealed that the airplane struck through 
the house's roof and a post impact fire consumed 
a majority of the airplane and the interior of the 
house.  
 
Visual meteorological conditions prevailed and no 
flight plan was filed for the skydiving flight. The 
local flight departed Chandler Municipal Airport 
(CHD), at an unknown time. 
 

 
THE FOLLOWING DATA IS FROM THE NTSB 
PRELIMINARY REPORT THAT WAS NOT 
AVAILABLE WHEN THE JULY SUMMARY 
WAS PREPARED. 

 
Accident Date: Monday, June 13, 2016 
Report Dated:  9/12/2016 
Title 14 CFR Public Use 
Location: Ajo 
Aircraft Type: Eurocopter EC120 
Injuries:  1 Uninjured 
 

AFTER LANDING - ROLL OVER 
 
The pilot of a skid equipped helicopter reported 
that after landing on a volcanic rock hill top, the 
pilot exited the running helicopter. The pilot fur-
ther reported that he heard an audible change in 
the sound of the main rotor and observed the 
ground under the right skid of the helicopter give 
way and the helicopter rolled to the right. 
 
The helicopter sustained substantial damage to 
the tail boom. 
 
According to the pilot there were no pre-impact 
mechanical failures or malfunctions with the air-
frame or engine that would have precluded nor-
mal operation.  
 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has 
published FAA-H-8083-21A, Helicopter Flying 
Handbook (2012). This handbook discusses pi-
lots at the flight controls and states in part: 
 
"Many helicopter operators have been lured into a 
óquick turnaroundô ground operation to avoid de-
lays at airport terminals and to minimize stop/start 
cycles of the engine. As part of this quick turn-
around, the pilot might leave the cockpit with the 
engine and rotors turning. Such an operation can 
be extremely hazardous if a gust of wind disturbs 
the rotor disk, or the collective flight control 
moves causing lift to be generated by the rotor 
system. Either occurrence may cause the heli-
copter to roll or pitch, resulting in a rotor blade 
striking the tail boom or the ground. Good operat-
ing procedures dictate that, generally, pilots re-
main at the flight controls whenever the engine is 
running and the rotors are turning." 
 
PROBABLE CAUSE; The National Transportation 
Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of 
this accident as follows: The pilot's decision to 
exit the helicopter with the engine and rotors turn-
ing and the selection of unsuitable terrain for a 
landing, which resulted in a roll over.  
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 By Kit Murphy  

 

What can I say about the last Weekend 

Getaway? We had a great time with old 

and new friends, exploring Avalon and 

the Queen Mary, and the weather was 

perfect! September is definitely the best 

time to go to Long Beach!  Low 80s, light 

breezes, virtually cloudless, even at night 

it was wonderful. Some of us spent a 

lovely evening on the bow of the Queen 

Mary, enjoying the starry night, a copious 

amount of wine, the night time lights of 

Long Beach, and the best of conversa-

tion. Life is good.  The Queen Mary is a 

Last Monthôs Getaway to Long Beach 

 

historical gem, celebrating her 80
th
 birth-

day this year. She is still the worldôs larg-

est collection of original art deco and holds 

the all-time record for passengers in a sin-

gle crossing. Recommissioned as a troop 

carrier during WW II, she brought home 

over 15,000 soldiers in one crossing! With 

tours, restaurants, pubs, shops, and so 

much to do on the ship, there is never 

enough time to experience it all.  

On Friday we visited the Pacific Coast 

Aquarium, which has a fantastic array of 

specimens.  One of the most exotic collec-

tions are the ñdragonsò from Australia. 

They are a type of large, ñlacyò seahorse 

and I donôt believe any of us had ever 

seen them before. The size of the aquari-

um is deceiving from the outside. It has 

multiple levels, outdoor displays, an inside 

Caf®, and of course, the gift shop. The Pa-

cific Coast Aquarium itself was worth the 

trip to Long Beach. 

Catalina Island is timeless. Saturdayôs ride 

on the Catalina Express brought us right 
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into the Avalon Harbor. 

The new Harris Museum 

gave us a historical over-

view of the island. The 

annual outrigger races 

were in progress. A funny 

note is that they use to 

have the men race the 

first leg (from the main-

land to the island) and the 

women race back. Not 

anymore. They found that 

the guys would race over 
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Got great aviation photos that youôre willing to share? 
 

We are always on the lookout for photos to add and enhance our monthly newsletter. 

If youôd like to contribute your photos to this effort please email them to us at: 

newsletter@azpilots.org 

and then ñtrashò the town partying!  

No matter how many times you go 

to Catalina, there is always some-

thing new or different to enjoy. 

As the holidays will soon be upon 

us, our next getaway will be after 

the first of the year. There have 

been some requests to return to 

Death Valley or a trip to Las Ve-

gas. If you have any suggestions, 

please let us know.  

Kiʠ 

mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org
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Red Creek  

Grapevine  

Pleasant Valley Young  

Grapevine  

Thank you to Tim Timmons for this monthõs photos! 

Where will you go next? Send your photos to newsletter@azpilots.org!  
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By Stefanie Spencer  

Last weekendôs AOPA regional fly-

in at Prescottôs Earnest J Love Field 

was a record breaker with 6,300 vis-

itors! Hoping for this sort of turn out, the APA pulled out all 

stops, leasing two booths and setting up a display that rivaled 

the big name commercial exhibitors. Of course, hardware is 

just that, and without our volunteers that willingly and tirelessly 

manned the booth, we would have not had the success we 

did. In line with the showôs record breaking attendance, APA 

also experienced record sales and membership sign-ups. Our 

large flat screen display and new video captured the attention 

of many passers by, but nothing 

gathered a bigger crowd than our 

new luggage tag lamination system. 

Mary and Susan tirelessly repeated 

the process of producing roughly 

200 luggage tags. Most of these 

folks had questions about our mis-

sion and accomplishments while 

waiting, and we are hopeful that the 

constant reminder of the APA, 

through use of their new luggage 

APA Volunteers Pull Through at 
the AOPA Prescott Fly-In! 


