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Aviators and aviation enthusiasts, 

 

Welcome once again to the monthly Arizona Pilots Association 

newsletter. So much has happened since our last issue, I donôt 

know where to begin. The Grapevine Airstrip has been completely 

seal coated and the paperwork has been submitted to put it on the 

charts again. The Copperstate Fly-in was last weekend and we 

saw lots of folks coming by our booth and attending the many 

seminars being presented by the APA and the FAASTeam. Acci-

dents are down thanks to everyoneôs efforts in flying responsibly. 

Several members and board members attended various Tonto National Forest planning meetings, 

something that goes a long way in ensuring a growing relationship with them. The USFS has accept-

ed our comments on the Draft Assessment for the Tonto, and we believe will be incorporating most 

of them. 

 

Thanks, 

Have Fun, Fly Safe, 

 
T˛m˙ʦ 

Presidentôs Report  

Hangars for Sale 
SkyRanch at Carefree ñ www.skyranchcarefree.com 

480 488-3571 ñ Click here for a PDF list... 

 

A big thank you to our  

Corporate Sponsor! 

http://www.skyranchcarefree.com
http://www.skyranchcarefree.com/picture/Airport%20Hangar%20List/2016_02_26_SkyRanch_Hangars_for_Sale_or_Rent.pdf
http://www.caeoaa.com/phoenix/
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Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð November 2016 

 
Now that fall has officially arrived, it seems like summer temps 
are still trying to hang on for a while. The mornings are now nice 
and cool, and the flying temperatures in the forenoons are be-
coming great. The end of October was the Copperstate Fly In, 
and it was great to see many of you there and be able to chat 
with you. Although it was a trifle warm, the event seemed to go 
well with lots of airplanes. One of the two WWII hangars was 
used for vendor displays, with a few more vendors and space to 
move around in than what they had in Casa Grande with the 
big tent.  There are more events coming up, and we will look 
forward to seeing some of you out there. So letôs go flying, and 
fly safe! 
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 
 
Starting this month, a new pilot shop just opened at Mesa Falcon Field, ñBobôs Pilot Shop.ò Itôs lo-
cated in the ñImpala Bobôsò facility, next to where the Falcons Roost restaurant used to be located. 
In addition to pilot supplies, in January they will be starting pilot ground school classes. They are 
accessible to either fly in or drive in. 
 
I recently received a notice that there was going to be GPS Interference Testing taking place at 
Twin Falls, ID; Fallon, NV; Barstow, CA; and Sierra Vista, AZ, during the first part of November. 
They are advising, ñThe testing may result in pilots either receiving an unreliable GPS signal, or no 
signal at all.ò Testing at some of these locations could very likely impact GPS use in Arizona. Be 
sure to check NOTAMS for the testing. If you run into GPS reception problems contact Air Traffic 
Control with the time and location. This testing has been ongoing for some time, and it would seem 
that it will certainly have to come to an end by 2020 of before if we are going to be relying on the 
use of ADS-B. 
 
Unfortunately, Gateway Airport (IWA) is still charging a $20 fee for parking at the general aviation 
terminal. The fee will be waived with the purchase of 10 or more gallons of fuel.  
 
Please be aware, there are still many construction projects going on at airports around the state, 
and unfortunately, the activity will still be going on for a while. Before you take off, make sure you 

check for NOTAMS at your destination 
airport so you donôt have a bad surprise 
when you arrive. 
 
The good news is that flight safety has 
improved, and in this past reporting pe-
riod there were only two accidents re-
ported by the NTSB. Unfortunately, one 
of the two did result in two serious inju-
ries, and even that was fortunate be-
cause the accident could have very eas-
ily had a more tragic ending. Fortunately 
the other accident did not result in any 

.ƻōΩǎ tƛƭƻǘ {ƘƻǇ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ǾƛŜǿ ό{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ DƻƻƎƭŜ aŀǇǎύ  
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injuries. We only have two more months to go for the year, and I 
hope we can keep the accident numbers down and the injuries, if 
any, minor.  See my November Accident Summary for details. 
 
APA is still continuing to work with various airports around the state, 
providing the pilot and aircraft ownerôs perspective in the process of 
updating their Airport Master Plans. An update of the Sedona Airport 
(SED), Flagstaff, and Grand Canyon Airport (GCN) master plans are 
currently in process. 
 

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO GO FOR BREAKFAST: 

 

¶ The fly in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport (P08) is on the first Saturday of the month. 
 
¶ The second Saturday of the month, Ryan Field (RYN) a fly in breakfast is available at the restau-
rant. (Check NOTAMs before you go to make certain ramp construction has been completed.) 

 
¶ The Mesa Falcon Field EAA Warbirds Squadron fly in breakfast and car show is on the 
third Saturday.  

 
¶ The third Saturday of the month there is a fly in breakfast at Benson (E95) at Southwest Aviation. 
(There are special fuel prices for breakfast attendees.) 

 
¶ Also on the third Saturday, around noon, a donation lunch is served by APA at the USFS Grape-
vine Airstrip next to Roosevelt Lake. 

 
¶ The fly in breakfast at Casa Grande Municipal Airport (CGZ) is canceled for November. The next 
one will be on Dec 31

st
, New Yearôs Eve. 

 

Check with the APA Getaway Flights program and 
the online calendar for fun weekend places to fly. 

 

J˔ʗ 

A Few Words About Safety 
Denny Granquist 

 

ñFlying around the weather will get you there quicker.ò  
 

ñBriefings are better than after action reports.ò  

http://azpilots.org/jcalendar
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Stabilized Approach and Landing 
 

This outreach guidance is provided to all FAA and aviation industry groups that are participating in 
outreach efforts sponsored by the General Aviation Joint Steering Committee (GAJSC).  It is im-
portant that all outreach on a given topic is coordinated and is free of conflicts.  Therefore, all out-
reach products should be in alignment with the outline and concepts listed below for this topic.  

Outreach Month:  November 2016 

 

Topic: Stabilized Approach and Landing    

The FAA and industry will conduct a public education campaign emphasizing the best practices re-
garding stabilized approach and go around techniques.   

 

Background:  

The air carrier industry has embraced stabilized approach concepts as a means to ensure safe op-
erations during critical phases of flight. Airline flight crews are trained and tested on establishing and 
maintaining stabilized approaches and to immediately initiate a go around if stabilized approach cri-
teria are not met.  This has led to a dramatic decrease in approach and landing mishaps.  General 
aviation pilots can also increase the safety of their approach and landing operations by adhering to 
stabilized approach criteria.   

 

Teaching Points: 

¶ Discuss the magnitude of approach and landing mishaps 

¶ Acquaint pilots with the benefits of stabilized approach and landing operations. 

¶ Discuss best practices for exercising the go around option. 

¶ Encourage pilots to make stabilized approaches and to go around if stabilized approach criteria 
are not met.  

References: 

¶ Stabilized Approach and Go Around Power Point 

¶ Airplane Flying Handbook (FAA-H-8083-3B) ï Chapter Eight  

DOWNLOADS: PowerPoint Presentation Slides... 

http://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month?view=category&id=28
http://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month?view=category&id=28
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By Mark Spencer  

As the Tonto national Forest enters the next phase of the forest planning 

process, APA members help fulfill our mission as ñThe voice of General 

Aviation in Arizona!ò  

To many, the Forest Service planning process is a mystery, but thanks to RAFôs Ron Normandeau, 

the curtain has been pulled back on this process. Ron dedicates many personal hours to helping 

RAF state liaisons around the country understand the process, as well as reviewing many of the 

published documents and reports that the FS generates though this process, oftentimes working 

with the state liaison, and others, to generate a response. In fact, thatôs exactly what Ron did recent-

ly concerning the Tontoôs recently released Draft Assessment. With an understanding of overall FS 

recreational aviation policy, and a few hours of effort, Ron and I worked together to generate a ten 

page response to the Draft Assessment. Our response focused on two chapters, 5) Recreation and 

8) Aviation Facilities. Some of our review simply corrected errors in the report, especially related to 

the Red Creek airstrip, and other comments brought the Draft Assessment up to date relating to the 

extensive partnering the 

aviation community and 

Tonto have engaged in 

over the last 4 years. 

Alongside the review 

effort, APA and RAF 

members, including 

APA board members 

David Dunteman, An-

drew Vogeney, Rick 

Bosshardt, President 

Tommy Thomason, and 

Executive Director Jim 

Timm, made sure that 

every one of the recent Tonto ñNeeds for Changeò planning meetings were attended. While we are 

very pleased with the path of the Tonto, it is important to let them know that we, as stakeholders in 

these public lands, are interested in the process and final outcome. The final plan will guide a partic-

ular forest for the next two or three decades, and sitting on the sidelines is not a wise move if one 

cares about their interests in the use and enjoyment of these lands. I was privileged to fly into the 

Grapevine airstrip along with Carl Guilliams, with transportation provided by a FS member to the 

Tonto Basin planning meeting. Rick Bosshardt reported that the Phoenix meeting was well attended 

by multiple stakeholders, some of whom were surprised at the level of volunteer efforts put forth by 

the aviation community. Our real desire at these various meetings is to be the friendliest people in 

Tonto National Forest Planning 

wŀƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻƴǘƻ .ŀǎƛƴ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ 
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 1979 Piper Turbo Dakota For Sale 

Exceptional PA-28-201T. 4366 TTAE,  

1082 Since Factory OH. Prop 121 SOH.  

Website: n29407.weebly.com  

$ 89 000.00  

 Contact:  Chris Tucker 

  Mesa Falcon Field 

  Email: DakotaFlyer@cox.net  

attendance, offering positive input while understanding the various demands on these lands by a 

plethora of users. Tonto Chief Planner, Kenna Belsky, commented that the aviation community really 

impressed them with our dedication, and in particular, the kindness of one of our members, who 

turned out to be none other than Jim Timm. Thanks for representing Arizona pilots so well, Jim! 

 Mˉʿʔ 

http://n29407.weebly.com/
mailto:DakotaFlyer@cox.net
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By Mark Spencer  

Saving the Tonto National Forest Grapevine airstrip, once E75, but closed 

and abandoned for roughly 20 years, could be one of the greatest chal-

lenges ever taken on by the Arizona pilot community. It all began in 2011 

with some 80 volunteers over 3 days clearing the runway edges of Ironwood, Cat Claw, and Palo 

Verde trees that had taken over during the stripôs abandonment. District Ranger Kelly Jardine knew 

he had met some committed folks that weekend, and we knew we were developing a partnership 

that would only grow. From our first weekend camp, Grapevine has become a favorite spot for pilots 

from across the country, but the deteriorating asphalt had to be dealt with, or we knew weôd have an 

even greater challenge of removing it altogether. While local pilots were at work on the ground, in-

stalling a fire ring, picnic tables, and eventually re-purposed Forest Service shades, the Recreational 

Aviation Foundation (RAF) was busy back in Washington, developing a national Memo of Under-

standing (MOU) between the USFS and the aviation community.  

Local Forest Service folks had also heard of the pending RAF/FS MOU, and welcomed its comple-

tion and potential clarification of policy on backcountry airstrips located on FS lands. The MOU was 

completed and signed in March of 2015, and it didn't take long for the Tonto team to embrace the 

spirit of the new MOU by agreeing to allow the APA and RAF to begin efforts to save the existing as-

phalt. Given the years of no maintenance, Grapevineôs asphalt was actually in pretty good condition, 

but cracks were allowing moisture to seep under the runway, weakening the base, and allowing 

weeds to grow up, actually requiring mowing of its surface several times each year. The APA began 

a fund raising campaign while contacting several asphalt supply companies, consulting with the orig-

inal Grapevine airstrip civil engineer and pilot, Rodney Tang, on the best approach and materials for 

sealing the extensive cracking of the asphalt. One company deserves a specific mention here since 

they joined hand in hand with 

us, Crafco, Inc. in Phoenix. 

Crafcoôs Western Regional 

Sales Manager, Bryan Dar-

ling, and AZ Sales Manager, 

Jason Ray, might as well 

have been pilots, as they 

caught the vision and be-

came excited about the chari-

table aspect of our mission. I 

still feel a deep sense of ap-

preciation for these guys as I 

think back to their effort and 

Grapevine Preservation Complete 

                .ƻōōȅ                   Wŀǎƻƴ       .Ǌȅŀƴ 
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sacrifice. The pilot community had a 

direct stake in the project, and 

many showed up for countless 

hours of backbreaking work, clean-

ing the miles of cracks. On the 

weekend of November 14th, 2015, 

Bryan, Jason, and their trusted man 

Bobby, all showed up, working two 

13 hour days and another 7 hour 

day alongside 40 of us!  Crafcoôs 

willingness to discount the material, 

along with numerous donations, 

made it affordable, and the first 

stage of saving the Grapevine asphalt was completed!  

We needed warmer temperatures to take on the next  stage, along with another round of fundrais-

ing, research, and bids. We were not so fortunate on material discounts for the surface sealing, but 

we were fortunate to find DJôs Contracting, Bobby Padilla and Jeffrey Iorio of Tucson. Jeffrey is a 

pilot himself, but their desire to do the best job possible is what really stood out. They understood we 

had a limited budget, and found ways to save $$ to meet that budget, even sleeping in FS provided 

facilities for two nights during the job.  APA and RAF members took on the job of cleaning the sur-

face a day in advance of the sealing, and on Friday October 15th, almost 11 months to the day from 

crack sealing, Grapevine would begin looking as if it had been given new life! I have to hand it to 

!ƊŜǊ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ƘŀƴŘ ŎƭŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŎǊŀŎƪǎΣ ǘƘŜ Ŭƴŀƭ 
ŎƭŜŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ǿŀǎƘŜǊǎ 

/ǊŀŎƪ ǎŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ  
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǘǿƻ Řŀȅǎ 
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Bobby and Jeff as they would not settle for a minimalist approach, persuading us to go with a high 

end polymer modified material developed just for runways. This material has a very high solids con-

tent, and is fortified with a black sand. Other bidders came close to DJôs pricing, but DJôs put down 

twice the amount of material, totaling nearly 7000 gallons! It didn't take near the number of volun-

teers needed as the crack sealing process, but just a hand full of volunteers were necessary, and 

CƛǊǎǘ Ŏƻŀǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 

.ƻōōȅ ƛǎ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ŎƻŀǘΣ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ 
WŜũǊŜȅ LƻǊƛƻ ƛǎ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ƘȅŘǊŀǘŜŘΦ 

Ϥ /ƭƛŎƪ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǾƛŘŜƻ Ϥ  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b5q_dF4HGKs&feature=youtu.be
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spent the three days at the airstrip camping out. A special thanks has to go out to our senior troop-

ers, Paul and Charlie, from Payson, who camped out and fed all of us for those three days. I can on-

ly hope to be alive at 80+ years old, let alone put out what these two troopers have for the aviation 

community! Another 81 year old fellow, Bill Evans, from the little town of Roosevelt, even showed 

up, flashing his APA card, and quite as a matter-of-fact stating, ñIôm a member and I am here to 

help!ò 

tŀǳƭ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƪ  άaŀŎDǳȅǾŜǊέ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǊŜǎǎƻǊ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǊŜŎƻƛƭ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ  
ŀ WŜǘ .ƻƛƭ ōǳǊƴŜǊ ǘƻ ŀƴƴŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ ōŜƴŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ Ƙƻƻƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΦ 

Lǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ орлл Ǝŀƭƭƻƴ ǘŀƴƪŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƧƻōΦ 



 мн 

 

Of course, this story would not be complete without mentioning the trust and effort put out by the 

Tonto National Forest, from the regional Forester, Neil Bosworth, to District Ranger, Kelly Jardine, to 

Recreation Manager, Roberto Ybarra, who was always nearby to help out with various emergencies. 

DR Jardine was often working side by side with us. 

DǊŀǇŜǾƛƴŜ !ƛǊǎǘǊƛǇΣ ¢ƻƴǘƻ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ CƻǊŜǎǘΣ ¢ƻƴǘƻ .ŀǎƛƴ /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 
LǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭΚΗ  

.ƻōōȅΣ hǿƴŜǊ ƻŦ 5WΩǎ /ƻƴǘŀŎǝƴƎΣ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ wŀƴƎŜǊ YŜƭƭȅ WŀǊŘƛƴŜΣ  
ŀƴŘ b9t! tƭŀƴƴŜǊΣ 9ǊƛŎ hǎǿŀƭŘ 
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The Grapevine airstrip is probably one of the best examples of how partnering with land managers 

can and should work. The efforts have not only preserved this airstrip for future generations of recre-

ational aviators and their families, but saved a multi-million dollar asset that the FS could never re-

place, an asset that is now available to them for fire staging, the USAF for training, and weôll have to 

wait and see what else. Perhaps, just as important, is that it has fostered a relationship between the 

aviation community and the USFS that will be talked about and pointed to as an incredible success 

by both the FS and aviation community for years to come! 

With the surface GAPP complete, DR Jardine signed the completed FAA 5010 form, and that has 

been filed with the FAA as the final step to place Grapevine back on the sectional! Use will continue 

every third weekend until charting is completed, so watch our newsletters for updates and work days 

left to install additional campsites. 

A sincere thanks to all who helped to make this possible, some by finance, some by their time, some 

by both. Share this incredible story with another pilot and ask if theyôve joined the APA and RAF! 

LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊƛƴƎΤ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ w!C ŎƻƭƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǊŜǾŜŀƭƛƴƎ Ƴȅ !t! ƭƻƎƻΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΗ 

Mˉʿʔ 
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By Mark Spencer  

Celebrating the completion of our Grapevine Asphalt Preservation Pro-

gram seemed only fitting for Octoberôs fly in weekend, and celebrate we 

did! 24 aircraft in all, and roughly 50 people attended. Besides enjoying the 

myriad of aircraft, some former show winners, the food and company was 

great! It was also nice to see some of our hardest working volunteers actually enjoying themselves 

at the strip instead of working, well, except for Mike Andresen, who had the ominous job of parking 

all those aircraft!  

 

Grapevine Celebration! 

                .ƻōōȅ                   Wŀǎƻƴ       .Ǌȅŀƴ 
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/ƘŀǊƭƛŜ {ǘŜŦ 

.Ǌƛŀƴ {ŎƘƻōŜǊ ŀƴŘ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ aŀǊƪ ϧ ¢ƻƳƳȅ 

tŀǳƭ tƛǘƪƛƴ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƎŜǘǎ ŀ ōǊŜŀƪΦ 5ƛŀƴŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƪŜΗ 
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                9ǾŜƴ wŜǎŎǳŜ /ǊŜǿ т ŦǊƻƳ aƛŀƳƛ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǳǎΗ 

tƘƻǘƻ ōȅ aŀǊƪ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ 
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Accident Date: Wednesday, October 5, 2016 
Report Dated: 10/17/2016  
Title 14 CFR Part 137    (Agricultural) 
Location: Gila Bend 
Aircraft Type: Bell UH 1H 
Injuries:  1 Uninjured 
 
FORCED LANDING 
 
On October 5, 2016, about 0915 MST, a Bell UH-
1H rolled over during a precautionary landing 
near Gila Bend. The commercial pilot was not in-
jured, and the helicopter sustained substantial 
damage. The local flight departed a private air-

strip about two hours prior. 
 
The pilot reported that he had just completed a 
series of passes over a cotton field, and was ma-
neuvering the helicopter for the cleanup pass, 
when during the final right turn he heard a loud 
bang. He was then unable to maintain lateral 
control with the foot pedals, so he immediately 
initiated an autorotation. During the landing flare, 
the left skid made contact with the ground, and 
the helicopter rolled onto its left side. 
 
Visual meteorological conditions prevailed and no 
flight plan had been filed. 

November Aviation Accident Summary 
by Jim Timm 

 
The following are the NTSB reports of aviation accidents that have occurred in Arizona from late 
September thru late October, 2016. We use this detailed accident information to develop safety 
programs and briefings to help pilots learn from the mistakes being made by others and hopefully 
then take the action necessary to prevent similar accidents from happening to them. We are getting 
close to the end of the year and I hope the number and severity of the accidents will remain low. 
 
From a flight safety standpoint, this reporting period has been relatively good. While there were on-
ly two accidents reported by the NTSB, one of the accidents did involve two serious injuries, and it 
was fortunate as the accident could have easily had a very tragic ending. Fortunately the other ac-
cident did not involve any injuries. The end, this summary also contains the recently released de-
tails of an accident that had occurred in August.  
  
BASED ON INFORMATION AVAILABLE WHEN THIS SUMMARY WAS PREPARED, THE RE-
PORTED ACCIDENTS THIS PERIOD ARE AS FOLLOWS:  

aŀǊƪ ϧ {ǘŜŦ 5ŜǇŀǊǝƴƎ DǊŀǇŜǾƛƴŜ - tƘƻǘƻ ōȅ aŀǊƪ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ 
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Got great aviation photos that youôre willing to share? 
 

We are always on the lookout for photos to add and enhance our monthly newsletter. 

If youôd like to contribute your photos to this effort please email them to us at: 

newsletter@azpilots.org 

 
 
Accident Date: Wednesday, October 12, 2016 
Report Dated: 10/24/2016 
Title 14 CFR Part 91 
Location: Phoenix 
Aircraft Type: Rockwell International 112A 
Injuries:  2 serious 
 
FORCED LANDING 
 
 
On October 12, 2016, about 1011 MST, the pilot 
of a Rockwell International 112A reported to air 
traffic control that the airplane had an engine 
problem, and was unable to maintain altitude. 
The airplane subsequently impacted terrain in a 
train yard about 3 miles west of the Deer Valley 
Airport (DVT), Phoenix. The pilot and passenger 
were seriously injured, and the airplane sus-
tained substantial damage. The flight departed 
Falcon Field Airport (FFZ), Mesa, Arizona, at an 
unknown time, with an intended destination of 
Lake Havasu City Airport (HII), Lake Havasu 
City. 
 
According to tower personnel from DVT, the pilot 
requested to return to FFZ due to high engine oil 
temperature, and the airplane was losing alti-
tude.  
 
An investigator from the National Transportation 
Safety Board (NTSB), an inspector from the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration (FAA), and a repre-
sentative from Lycoming Engines, responded to 
the accident site. A visual examination of the en-

gine revealed a hole in the crankcase at the num-
ber 4 cylinder. 
 
Visual meteorological conditions prevailed, and 
no flight plan had been filed. 
 
 
THE FOLLOWING DATA IS FROM THE NTSB 
PRELIMINARY REPORT THAT WAS NOT 
AVAILABLE WHEN THE OCTOBER SUM-
MARY WAS PREPARED. 

 
Accident Date: Wednesday, August 24, 2016 
Report Dated:  10/7/2016 
Title 14 CFR Part 135 
Location: Peach Springs 
Aircraft Type: AIRBUS  AS350  
Injuries:  1 Uninjured 
 
TERRAIN CONTACT DURING HOVER 
 
The pilot reported that as the helicopter was in a 
hover and backed off of the landing pad, the ver-
tical stabilizer impacted rising terrain. The pilot 
further reported that he was able to land back on 
the landing pad 30 feet away with no further inci-
dent. 
 
A post examination of the helicopter revealed 
that the rear vertical stabilizer had received sub-
stantial damage. 
 
The pilot reported that there were no pre impact 
mechanical failures or malfunctions with the air-
frame or engine that would have precluded nor-
mal operation. 

mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org
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We were airplane -camping 

at Smiley Creek, Idaho when 

this thunderstorm, doing its 

best imitation of a nuclear 

cloud, drifted by to the east 

around sunset.  Smiley Creek 

is at 7206' and nearby moun-

tains top 11,000.  I think the 

white shaft may be snow or 

hail.  Glad it missed us! The 

picture was taken in August, 

1990, and we still have the 

same Cardinal. - Stu Tracy  

Taken during a Red-

Star Pilots formation 

training sortie near 

Kingman (KIGM) in 

early October.  

Pilot: Andy Elliott 

flying his experi-

mental Osprey  

Aircraft GP -4.   

Photo by:  

Jay Beckman  

Crosswind Images   

Thank you to Stu Tracy and Andy Elliot for this monthõs photos! 

Where will you go next? Send your photos to newsletter@azpilots.org!  

http://crosswindimages.com/
http://crosswindimages.com/
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 By Nelson Garrison  

 

The Second Annual HopeKids Fly-In was 
held October 15, 2016, at Pegasus Airpark. 
There were 23 families from HopeKids, and 
we were able to give rides to all the families 
in attendance and to a few other family mem-
bers. If you havenôt heard of HopeKids, check 
them out online. 

Pegasus Airpark HopeKids Fly-In 

https://www.hopekids.org/
https://www.hopekids.org/

