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A˥iat˛rʟ ˉnʋ ˉ˥iaˢi˛ʘ ˏnˁ˓uˡiastʟ, 

 

Last month has been much more humid than the previous months! 
That extra humidity sure has an added effect on my airplaneôs 
takeoff and climb performance.  I hope those of you that are flying 
are all making a good calculation of density altitude performance 
for your planes.  The past month has been very sad with more 
loss of life in general aviation accidents in Arizona. Jim Timm will 
have more to say about this as you read on.  I have personally 
known at least one of the pilots, and it really drives home how life 
can change in an instant for many family members and friends.  The APA, FAASTeam, GAARMS, 
and several other teams are constantly encouraging safety education with a large variety of brief-
ings, seminars, classes, and training events.  I hope you can and will take advantage of some of 
these opportunities which we have created to improve the safety of our Arizona pilots. Your input 
and support of the APA is greatly appreciated. 

 

Have Fun, Fly Safe, 

T˛m˙ʦ 

Presidentôs Report  

Hangars for Sale 
SkyRanch at Carefree ñ www.skyranchcarefree.com 

480 488-3571 ñ Click here for a PDF list... 

 

A big thank you to our  

Corporate Sponsor! 

http://www.skyranchcarefree.com
https://skyranchcarefree.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/2017_06_01_SkyRanch_Hangars_for_Sale_or_Rent.pdf
http://www.caeoaa.com/phoenix/


 о 

 

Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð August 2017 

 
This monthôs report may be a bit brief because Iôm writing it while 
Iôm attending the annual EAA AirVenture Fly In at Oshkosh, Wis-
consin. This yearôs event is celebrating a lot of things as usual, 
but of particular interest to me was the celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of the Apollo manned space program, and I was 
lucky enough to get an invitation to a reception to meet some of 
the Apollo Astronauts, and get a chance to chat with some of 
them, a very friendly and outgoing group of gentlemen indeed. 
The weather for this yearôs event has really been spectacular, 
with cool nights for good sleeping and the days were not hot 
and humid, but were generally in the mid to high 70ôs with a 
gentle breeze. No bad wind or rain storms this year, but simply 
good weather. If you havenôt attended the Oshkosh AirVenture 
yet, you really need to get it on your to do list!  

The buzzword at this yearôs AirVenture was ñModernize, Not Privatize.ò The emphasis was to sup-
port the legislation (Senate Bill 1405) that would provide a four year reauthorization of the FAA and 
itôs programs and does not contain the ATC privatization language that was presented in the house 
bill. Along with many other provisions, the senate bill: 

¶ Improves GA airport funding flexibility and recognizes building an aircraft for educational pur-
poses as a protected aeronautical activity under the FAA grant assurances.  (This would assure 
our ability to build an airplane in a hangar on an airport that has received FAA grant money.) 

¶ Reforms the process for certifying general aviation products and addresses other regulatory 
barriers to manufacturing and maintenance organizations. 

¶ Provides language that gives the FAA authorization to conduct a broad fleet authorization for 
potential future unleaded fuels under the Piston Aviation Fuels Initiative (PAFI) program. 

Exempts aviation events and air shows from fees and charges for governmental funded services, 
such as air traffic control, that have been levied in recent years by the FAA. 

 
This senate bill recognizes that General Avi-
ation is an equal partner in the nationôs air 
transportation system, and points the way to 
making the FAA more effective. The bill also 
recognizes the present U.S. air traffic control 
system is already the safest and most effi-
cient in the world, and it is ready for modern-
ization without wholesale transformation and 
disruption that would come with privatization. 

Although the present senate bill does 
not contain provisions for privatization, itôs 
possible that there could be pressure to in-
clude provisions for privatization as a floor 
amendment to the bill. Now is certainly the 
time to make your voice heard. Contact your 
legislators in Washington immediately and 
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tell them to oppose ATC Privatization, 
and support measures to provide a 
more stable longer term funding for FAA 
operations by calling 1-855-265-9002. 
You will be automatically transferred to 
each of your reps based on your zip 
code. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

 
Again, a couple of days before the 
scheduled event, we got notification of 
GPS Interference Testing that was go-
ing to be conducted on July 10 - 26, at 
Nellis Air Force Base, Las Vegas, and 
also July 21 - August 6 at the White Sands Missile Range,  Alamogordo, NM that could have impact-
ed GPS navigation in all of Arizona. If at any time you encountered an unexplained loss of GPS nav-
igation signal lasting more than a minute or two, notify the nearest FAA Air Traffic Control facility ad-
vising them of the time, location, altitude and nature of signal loss. Also please advise APA with the 
same information. 

Flight safety in the last reporting period was not very good because we experienced eight accidents, 
two of which were fatal accidents with two fatalities in each occurrence. Of the eight accidents, sev-
en were reported by the NTSB and one of the two fatal accidents was noted only from TV and news-
paper reports. Unfortunately, of the seven NTSB accident reports, three were devoid of accident de-
tails. See my August Aviation Summary for available accident details. 

In spite of the summer heat, many significant construction projects are still going on at several air-
ports around the state, including the Phoenix area. Before you take off, make sure you check for 
NOTAMS at your destination airport so you donôt have a surprise awaiting you when you arrive, and 

if you are flying into the higher altitude airports, be sure 
to check the density altitude, and review your aircraft 
performance data. Also, in this hot summer weather, 
make sure you drink plenty of water to stay hydrated 
and fly safely. 

APA is still continuing to work with various airports 
around the state, providing the pilot and aircraft ownerôs 
perspective in the process of updating their Airport 
Master Plans. The City of Superior has just started an 
update of their Municipal Airport master plan. An up-
date of the Sedona Airport (SEZ), Flagstaff (FLG), and 
Grand Canyon Airport (GCN) master plans are  
currently in process. 

 

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO GO FOR BREAKFAST: 

¶ The fly in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport (P08), normally on the first Saturday of the 
month, is on hiatus until October. 

¶ The Falcon Field EAA Warbirds Squadron fly in breakfast and car show is held on the 
third Saturday, October through May, and they will resume in October when it is cooler again. 
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¶ The third Saturday of the month there is still a fly in breakfast at Benson (E95) at Southwest Avi-
ation. (There are special fuel prices for breakfast attendees.) 

¶ Also on the third Saturday, the BBQ lunch at the USFS Grapevine Airstrip (AZ88) next to Roose-
velt Lake is discontinued until September. 

¶ The last Saturday of the month there is still a fly in breakfast at Casa Grande Municipal Airport 
(CGZ). The Airportôs restaurant, Foxtrot Cafe, operating in the Terminal Building, is open 6:30am 
to 2:00pm Monday through Saturday. On the last Saturday of the month they have a ñFly in 
Breakfast Specialò available on the menu; the price for adults is $7 and kids $5. Because itôs in 
the air conditioned terminal building, itôs continuing on through the summer. 

 
 
 
 

Check with the APA Getaway Flights program and 
the online calendar for fun weekend places to fly. 

 

Arizona Gold Seal CFII Bob Littlefield has just released his latest aviation book,  

Fly the Glass Cockpit Like a Pro 

This book examines how advancing technology is changing 

aviation, and gives pilots the tools and knowledge they 

need to fly safely in this new environment. Fly the Glass 

Cockpit Like a Pro explains these changes in plain 

English, from the pilot`s perspective, and shows how they 

are creating a new way of flying in the Digital Age.  

Fly the Glass Cockpit Like a Pro first examines several 

technologies which have really "taken off" in the last seven 

years - NextGen, personal devices such as tablet comput-

ers and smartphones, drones, and cybersecurity. Next, Fly 

the Glass Cockpit Like a Pro examines "The Glass 

Cockpit Revolution" - how it happened, what it means for 

pilots and how to use glass cockpit technology to fly safely 

and efficiently. The book includes chapters on "Mastering 

the Glass Cockpit" and "Flight Planning In the Digital Age."  

Fly the Glass Cockpit Like a Pro is available on  

Amazon as a paperback ($14.95) or as a Kindle e-book 

($9.99).  

www.flightskills.com  

http://azpilots.org/jcalendar
http://www.flightskills.com/rwl.html
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1547202270
http://www.flightskills.com
http://flightskills.com/books.html
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To Privatize or Not to Privatize? 

 

By Mark Spencer   

While the Arizona Pilots Association is primarily focused on state level ac-

tivities, so important is the proposal to privatize ATC in the federal house FAA re-authorization bill, 

H.B. 2997, that we became involved to have our voice heard in DC, and heard it was! Our call to ac-

tion was heeded and, thanks to your calls to your legislators, made easy by NBAAôs automated dial 

in system, raised eyebrows in DC, resulting in our invitation by Congresswoman McSallyôs office to a 

conference call with federal legislators. The call was hosted by none other than the billôs chief propo-

nent and chairman of the transportation committee, Congressman Bill Shuster, along with long time 

GA advocate and co-chair of the GA caucus, Congressman Sam Graves. In our role with the RAF, 

Stefanie and I enjoyed dinner with Congressman Graves a couple of years ago in DC. Sam is an av-

id pilot, and owns a Super Cub, RV 8, and a T-6. I also invited State Representative District 10, Todd 

Clodfelter, to the call. Todd is co-chairing a new GA caucus at the state level this year.  

A primary part of the discussion was the safeguards for GA that Congressman Graves had placed in 

the bill. While these safeguards, primarily protecting GA from user fees and potential air space re-

strictions, do indeed exist in the bill, we still feel the bill is fundamentally flawed in its assumption that 

only 1 seat out of 13 as a voice for the little guys of part 91 will have any meaningful influence over 

the decisions of a board heavily weighted towards commercial transport. A concern that we heard in 

the frustration from Graves and Shuster were that many of the 120 organizations, now 130, that 

have come out against the bill are just following the lead of the big four, AOPA, EAA, NBAA and GA-

MA, but nothing could be further from the truth with the APA. Indeed, we have read the bill, and 

weôve also participated in discussions with leadership of all the above and several other state organi-

zations, as well as lengthy discussions with staff of congressional proponents. Our position is based 

squarely in the data we have analyzed, including the effects privatization has had on GA in every 

other country where it has become the model.  

A particular concern of ours is the area of unintended consequences. Of course, we could speculate 

about these until the cows come home. On another conference call with the same team above, Mon-

tana congressman Tyson Weihs, co-founder of ForeFlight, participated and explained that if we had 

already been privatized, as Canada is now (a model that proponents point to), ForeFlight would have 

never been. Tyson went on to explain how the board controlling the privatized Canadian ATC would 

not even meet with his team without a $100,000 up front fee just to discuss ForeFlightôs need for da-

ta. They paid the fee and indeed met, learning that all the data they requested was considered the 

property of the private ATC organization and would come only with a higher price. In the states, this 

data is all public domain, making the birth of ForeFlight possible here. When asked who would own 

the data going forward in a privatized U.S. ATC, the congressmen admitted that they had not consid-

Legislative Action, Your Voice Counts 

mailto:mspencer@azpilots.org
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ered that. One proponentôs greatest drive for privatization is modernization, yet none of us would ar-

gue that with ForeFlight, a GPS, and perhaps ADS-B, any aircraft can enjoy as modern a technology 

in the cockpit as any airliner, a technology that would never of come to fruition under a privatized 

system. What other unintended consequences may lurk? 

Perhaps the most telling question was, as asked by RAF Chairman John McKenna on the Montana 

call, ñDo any of you believe that these conference calls would be taking place around the country 

with you gentlemen if ATC was already privatized?ò This question was met with absolute silence. 

Another red flag is the list of organizations supporting the bill shows very few aviation organizations, 

but dozens of organizations that have little to no knowledge of aviation, for example,  

National Center for Policy Analysis, American Opportunity/Free Congress Foundation, National Dis-

ability Rights Network, American Society of Travel Agents, National Electrical Manufacturers Associ-

ation (NEMA), Americans for Prosperity, National Federation of the Blind, Americans for Prosperity, 

National Multiple Sclerosis Society, Americans for Tax Reform, National Retail Federation (NRF), 

and on. 

One can only assume that the buzzword of ñprivatizationò is all that these orgs are hanging their hat 

on. Take a look for yourself here: https://transportation.house.gov/21st-century-airr-act/letters-of-

support.htm 

As for me personally, I also lean strongly towards limited and appropriate government, an ideology 

that favors buzzwords like privatization, but in this particular, in my opinion, we are talking about 

public property and liberty itself, in that ATC controls our freedom to move about freely in our air-

craft. This makes our airspace one domain where I believe government actually needs to step up to 

the plate and do its job! One of the primary reasons Shuster, Graves, and nearly all proponents of 

privatization claim to justify their position is the poor performance of the FAA in modernization. Cer-

tainly we all support modernization, but only when pressed will these same proponents admit to the 

negative effect that the lack of consistent long-term funding has had on the FAAôs efforts to modern-

ize. With no formal budget passing in congress for many years, combined with sequestration, con-

gress itself is part of the problem. Congress needs to step up to the plate and provide a long term 

budget and real accountability at the FAA, before throwing the baby out with the bathwater. 

In the end, the risks of privatization seem to exceed those of simply fixing the system of budgeting 

and accountability. If you feel strongly about this, please keep up your pressure on your congress-

person by calling 1-833-GA-VOICE,1-833-428-6423. You will be automatically transferred to each of 

your representatives based on your zip code.  

 

Mˉʿʔ Check out Sully's position on 

YouTube https://youtu.be/

p3DU6kzTK-8 

https://transportation.house.gov/21st-century-airr-act/letters-of-support.htm
https://transportation.house.gov/21st-century-airr-act/letters-of-support.htm
https://youtu.be/p3DU6kzTK-8
https://youtu.be/p3DU6kzTK-8
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Date: Friday, June 23, 2017 
Report Dated: 7/12/17 Preliminary Report    Title 
14 CFR Part 135 
Location: Page 
Aircraft Type: CESSNA U206F 
Injuries: 6 Uninjured 

UNSCHEDULED OFF AIRPORT LANDING 
DUE TO LOSS OF POWER 

On June 23, 2017, about 1600 MST, a Cessna 
U206F airplane sustained substantial damage 
after the pilot executed a precautionary landing 
about 28 miles southeast of Page, Arizona. The 
two commercial pilots and four passengers were 
not injured. Visual meteorological conditions pre-
vailed at the time of the accident and a company 
VFR flight plan had been filed. The Part 135 sce-
nic flight originated from Page, Arizona. 

August Aviation Accident Summary 
by Jim Timm 

 
 
The following are the NTSB reports of the aviation accidents that have occurred in Arizona from late 
June 2017 through late July 2017. We will use this detailed accident information to develop safety 
programs and briefings that will help pilots learn from the mistakes being made by others and then 
take the action necessary to prevent similar accidents from happening to them. 

The past reporting period has not been good in that eight accidents have occurred in the reporting 
period, seven were reported by the NTSB and one of them we are aware of by way of TV/
newspaper reporting. Two of the accidents have resulted in four fatalities, and there were no injuries 
reported yet in any of the other accidents. Another downside to everything is that the NTSB is still 
not making public the preliminary accident reports in a very timely manner. This month there are 
three accidents where the preliminary reports have not been released, only the accident notification 
was published. While at the EAA AirVenture in Oshkosh, I had the opportunity to meet with the head 
of the NTSB and some of the data managers from Washington DC, and it appears that the problem 
is a lack of sufficient manpower to cover all the aviation accidents in a more timely manner. Plans 
are in process to attempt to streamline the system to help ease the problem. 

The following is the information available to date. The first item in this report is an accident that hap-
pened in the previous reporting period. The NTSB recently released the following information:  

Accident Date: Saturday, May 20, 2017 
Report Dated: 7/11/2017       
Factual Report   Title 14 CFR Part 91 
Location: Casa Grande       
Aircraft Type: AIRTIME AIRCRAFT INC. Cygnet   
Injuries: 2 Minor 

LOSS OF CONTROL ON TAKEOFF 

The flight instructor in the amphibious float-
equipped weight-shift controlled trike reported 
that he was demonstrating multiple touch-and-go 
landings for the student pilot, who was in the 
front seat of the tandem seat trike. He added 
that during the final approach, wind was "light 
and variable" and the landing was "smooth and 
stable." He further added that as power was ap-

plied to takeoff, a "gust of wind and dust came in 
from our left and got under the wing." Subse-
quently, the trike veered off the runway to the 
right and rolled over. 

The wing and fuselage sustained substantial 
damage. 

The flight instructor reported that there were no 
pre accident mechanical malfunctions or failures 
with the trike that would have precluded normal 
operation. 

An automated weather observation station, at 
the accident airport, about the time of the acci-
dent, recorded wind 330Á at 9 knots. The flight 
instructor reported the takeoff was on runway 5. 

The following six accidents reported occurred in this past reporting period are as follows: 




