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Hʮʶlʙ Aˠʒz˛nʆ A˥iat˛rʟ ˉnʋ ˉ˥iaˢi˛ʘ  

ˏnˁ˓uˡiastʟ, 

This month you will find a number of interesting articles submitted 
by some of our members and directors. Can you believe the fan-
tastic flying weather that we have had the last couple of months? 
Unfortunately, the Arizona flying safety record isnôt going so well. I 
hope you all will be able to benefit by reading through Jim Timmôs 
accident reviews. 

 

Over the last couple of weeks, I have been notified by some of our 
members that they have received letters from an attorney which states they have been ñmeasuredò 
at altitudes which violate FAR 91.119, Minimum Safe Altitudes. The area specifically mentioned in 
these letters is in the northeast practice area where there is a variation in terrain elevations. It is im-
portant to make sure you are aware of the elevation you are flying over to avoid violating regulations. 
Residents on the ground are able to log onto a number of different websites to determine an air-
planeôs tail number, owner, altitude, speed, etc. if the airplane is equipped with ADS-B, or even just 
mode S. The APA will continue to follow this situation. 

 

Have Fun, Fly Safe, 

T˛m˙ʦ 

Presidentôs Report  

Hangars for Sale 
SkyRanch at Carefree ñ www.skyranchcarefree.com 

480 488-3571 ñ Click here for a PDF list... 

 

A big thank you to our  

Corporate Sponsor! 

http://www.skyranchcarefree.com
https://skyranchcarefree.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/2017_11_25_SkyRanch_Hangars_for_Sale_or_Rent.pdf
http://www.caeoaa.com/phoenix/
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Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð December 2017 

 
Thanksgiving is over and the temperatures still seem to be like 
warm, mid-fall while this report is being written. The early morn-
ings are nice and cool, and the improved aircraft performance is 
really appreciated, making flying a lot more fun. I hope everyone 
is out enjoying it and doing it safely.  
 
Locally, the next few months are going to be interesting and fun 
as our ñflying seasonò unfolds with all the flying events taking 
place, while most pilots in the northern part of the country are 
securing their airplanes for the winter season as their aviation 
activity comes to a crawl, if at all. However, on the national lev-
el in Washington DC, things should really be heating up in the 
next few weeks. On January 1, 2018, FAA Administrator Mi-
chael Huerta leaves office. How the administration decides to replace him, with who, and how it 
goes about getting him or her nominated will be interesting. Their selection could shape U.S. avia-
tion policy for decades to come. Specifically, it could have a significant impact on the ATC Privati-
zation issue.   
 
On the issue of privatization, the proposal to privatize ATC still hasnôt make it to the floor of the 
House, and apparently the proponents are still trying to secure enough votes to assure passage of 
the bill. We must continue to contact our legislators in Washington and continue to tell them we are 
in opposition to the so-called ATC Privatization! Only persistence will pay off in the end! 
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 
 
In case you havenôt noticed, Transpac Aviation Academy has changed management and it is now 
known as Aeroguard. 
 
Changes that have occurred in the Earthôs Magnetic Variation have forced the FAA to make revi-
sions to instrument procedures for Flagstaff Airport. The changes involve four approaches, one 
SID, and one ODP. The changes are effective December 7, 2017. The Flagstaff runway numbers 
will remain the same. The Show Low runway numbers may change in the future due to the mag-
netic variation shift. 

 
The FSDO Aviation Safety Office has ad-
vised that reports of pilot deviations are up 
significantly. A lot of effort is being placed on 
education, but pilot proficiency and preflight 
planning still seem to be an issue.  
  
For the next several months, exercise cau-
tion at and around Gateway Airport (IWA), 
because Boeing is going to be conducting 
heavy lift test operations in the area with H-
47 Chinook helicopters. 
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In a recent meeting we were advised that 
the FAA reimbursable agreement to move 
the air traffic control ASR-8 RADAR anten-
na from Gateway Airport (IWA) to Ritten-
house has been canceled. This is a major 
setback to get the antenna relocated to a 
new location that would permit the estab-
lishment of tower to tower operations be-
tween Tucson and Phoenix like we now 
have between Flagstaff and Phoenix. In 
addition to the tower to tower operations, 
the antenna relocation could also possibly 
assist in easing the chaos at the Casa 
Grande ILS. 
 
With the cooler weather, a lot of the air-
ports around the state have numerous 

construction projects going on, particularly in the Phoenix area where one airport is replacing their 
runway and taxiway lights with LEDs, and another is undertaking new run-up area construction, and 
another will be having taxiway construction. So, in other words, before taking off, be sure to check 
for NOTAMS at your destination airport so you donôt have an unpleasant surprise awaiting you. Al-
ways fly informed, and please fly safely. 
 
Flight safety this last reporting period has not really improved much with the NTSB reporting five ac-
cidents in Arizona; however, the really bad news is that one of the accidents resulted in a fatality. 
The other accidents resulted in either minor or no injuries. See my December Aviation Accident 
Summary for the accident details. 
 
APA is still continuing to work with various airports around the state, providing the pilot and aircraft 
ownerôs perspective in the process of updating their Airport Master Plans. Adding to the list of air-
ports that are updating their master plans, Mesa Falcon Field (FFZ) has just initiated their master 
plan update process. The Superior Municipal Airport (E81) master plan update phase 2 report is 
presently being reviewed. This phase covers a review of previous airport plans, and considers a va-
riety of solutions to accommodate the projected facility needs. This element of the update process 
proposes various facility and site plan configurations which can meet the projected facility needs. An 
analysis is completed to identify the strengths and weaknesses of each proposed development alter-
native, with the intention of determining a singular direction for development. An update of the Sedo-
na Airport (SEZ), Flagstaff (FLG), and Grand Canyon Airport (GCN) master plans are also currently 
in process. 
 
THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO GO FOR BREAK-
FAST: 
 
¶ The fly in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Air-
port (P08), is on the first Saturday of the month. 

 
¶ The Falcon Field EAA Warbirds Squadron fly in 
breakfast and car show is on the third Satur-
day of the month.  

 
¶ The third Saturday of the month there is still a 
fly in breakfast at Benson (E95) at Southwest 
Aviation. (There are special fuel prices for 
breakfast attendees.) 
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¶ Also on the third Saturday, around noon, a lunch is made available by APA at the USFS Grape-
vine Airstrip (AZ88) next to Roosevelt Lake. 

 
¶ The last Saturday of the month there is a fly in breakfast at Casa Grande Municipal Airport 
(CGZ). The Airportôs restaurant, Foxtrot Cafe, operating in the Terminal Building, is open 6:30am 
to 2:00pm Monday through Saturday. On the last Saturday of the month they have a ñFly in 
Breakfast Specialò available on the menu; the price for adults is $8 and kids are $5.  

 
¶ The Tucson Airport Authority has completed the renovation of the restaurant at Ryan Field, and 
itôs now open under the name of Richieôs Cafe. The hours are 6:00 am to 2:00 pm doing break-
fast and lunch daily. We are trying to get this one added to the Saturday Morning Fly In breakfast 
list.  

 
 

Check with the APA Getaway Flights program and 
online calendar for fun weekend places to fly.  

http://www.morefieldaviation.com/
http://azpilots.org/jcalendar
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By Stefanie Spencer   

Thanks to committed aviators like Noel Campbell and Todd Clodfelter, Arizona has joined the grow-

ing number of state 

legislatures that are 

forming successful 

General Aviation 

Caucuses this year. 

This week marked 

the second meeting 

of the Arizona Cau-

cus, which was held 

in the State House 

building and orga-

nized by Co-Chair 

Todd Clodfelter. 

Your Arizona Pilots 

Association provided 

lunch for the more 

than 50 attendees 

and enjoyed an opportunity as a main presenter, along with NBAAôs Ed Bolen. Mark Spencer repre-

sented us while Jeffrey Ioreo represented our partners in the AZ backcountry, the RAF. With the lat-

est round of the Tuweep struggle 

beginning the same day at the 

capitol, we chose backcountry 

partnerships as a primary sub-

ject, while also touching on APAôs 

incredibly important scholarship 

program. 

By all accounts the meeting was 

a huge success, AOPAôs Melissa 

McCaffrey and NBAAôs Stacy 

Howard were present, and one of 

our all time favorite APA mem-

bers and early presidents, Arv 

Schultz, showed up with his 

cheerful personality. It was almost like homecoming! Just as important, if not more important, multi-

ple state legislators attended. Among their ranks, Representatives Becky Nutt, Drew John,  and 

Travis Grantham. Majority Leader John Allen, majority whip Kelly Townsend, and senator Ka-

vanaugh. 

Arizona Legislature Holds Second GA Caucus at State Capitol! 

wŜǇΦ ¢ƻŘŘ /ƭƻŘŦŜƭǘŜǊ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ 

wŜǇΦ ¢ƻŘŘ /ƭƻŘŦŜƭǘŜǊΣ !ǊǾ {ƘǳƭǘȊΣ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƪ {ǇŜƴŎŜǊ 
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After introductions, Mark was given the floor 

and started his presentation with a video, pro-

duced by member Mike Wilson, highlighting 

our partnerships at the Double Circle Ranch 

and Grapevine airstrip. While well known with-

in the backcountry circles, our successes in  

reopening airstrips in Arizona is just not com-

mon knowledge across GA. The video left 

people excited and saying, ñI didnôt know any-

one was opening airstrips these days.ò Mark 

emphasized that backcountry flying means 

front country revenue to the many municipal 

airport folks in attendance. Relationships 

were struck between many at the meeting, 

and we are already beginning to receive 

emails and calls from folks like the state 

parks people. 

Representative Clodfelter made a call for 

sub-committee members and chairper-

sons, and discussed the frequency of up-

coming caucus meetings. Looks like theyôll 

be quarterly, and by the way, please con-

tact your state legislator and ask if they are 

a member of the caucus! If youôd ever like 

to attend yourself, these are not closed meetings, just give us a shout and weôll give you the details. 

We are all fortunate to have a house member like Todd Clodfelter, an aviator with two experimental  

aircraft projects ongoing, but more importantly, a fire in his belly for GA and a natural statesman. 

Todd ran 3 campaigns before getting 

elected, and youôll probably find 

Toddôs photo beside the word tenacity 

in the dictionary. If you are a resident 

of District 10, eastern Tucson, you 

also have a representative that will 

not be sleeping on the job, quite the 

contrary, Todd is one of the busiest 

members of the house and making 

things happen! 

From here Mark, Jeffrey, and I head-

ed over to the Senate Majority Cau-

cus room to meet and discuss the 

{ǘŀǘŜ wŜǇǎ ¢ǊŀǾƛǎ DǊŀƴǘƘŀƳ ϧ .ŜŎƪȅ bǳǧ 

WŜũǊŜȅ LƻǊŜƻ ǿƛǘƘ b.!! tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 9Ř .ƻƭŜƴ 
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Tuweep situation. More 

to follow on this in Markôs 

article.   

You can check out the 

presentation video at: 

https://youtu.be/

BPpOcMnEscE 

 

 

9Ř .ƻƭŜƴΣ b.!! tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

aŜƭƛǎŀ aŎ/ŀũǊŜȅΣ !ht! 

{ǘŀŎȅ IƻǿŀǊŘΣ b.!! 

Sɾeʏ 

https://youtu.be/BPpOcMnEscE
https://youtu.be/BPpOcMnEscE
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ƭƻƎƻΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΗ 
!ǊǾ ƛǎ ǎǝƭƭ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ  Ƙŀǎ 9Ř .ƻƭŜƴΩǎ ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴΗ 

wŜǇ /ƭƻŘŦŜƭǘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƳŀƎƛŎΗ 
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Arizona Gold Seal CFII Bob Littlefield has just released his latest aviation book,  

Fly the Glass Cockpit Like a Pro 

This book examines how advancing technology is changing 

aviation, and gives pilots the tools and knowledge they 

need to fly safely in this new environment. Fly the Glass 

Cockpit Like a Pro explains these changes in plain 

English, from the pilot`s perspective, and shows how they 

are creating a new way of flying in the Digital Age.  

Fly the Glass Cockpit Like a Pro first examines several 

technologies which have really "taken off" in the last seven 

years - NextGen, personal devices such as tablet comput-

ers and smartphones, drones, and cybersecurity. Next, Fly 

the Glass Cockpit Like a Pro examines "The Glass 

Cockpit Revolution" - how it happened, what it means for 

pilots and how to use glass cockpit technology to fly safely 

and efficiently. The book includes chapters on "Mastering 

the Glass Cockpit" and "Flight Planning In the Digital Age."  

Fly the Glass Cockpit Like a Pro is available on  

Amazon as a paperback ($14.95) or as a Kindle e-book 

($9.99).  

www.flightskills.com  

http://www.nationwideaircraftsales.com/
http://www.flightskills.com/rwl.html
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1547202270
http://www.flightskills.com
http://flightskills.com/books.html
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By Mark Spencer  

You might have heard that the APA bit the bullet, purchasing 40 tons of 

special aggregate for shoring up the asphalt edges at midfield for Grape-

vine. Paul Pitkin and Mike Andresen pulled off the order and delivery. Itôs a 

lot of material to move by shovel and wheelbarrow, but nothing our APA 

and RAF volunteers are not up for. Some couples have even flown in during the week to move mate-

rial. At last monthôs 3rd Sat-

urday lunch, a bunch of 

folks jumped in to help. 

Weôve still got about half of 

it to move, so feel free to 

throw a shovel in and join 

us on the weekend of the 

16th of December! You 

wonôt be sorry for joining the 

team in getting the much 

needed improvement done, 

but Iôm not saying anything 

about your back! 

Backcountry Update for Grapevine 
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!ǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻƻŘΣ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ 5ƛŀƴŜ ŀƴŘ WƛƳ ²ƛǎŘŀΣ ƻǊ ƳŀȅōŜ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǘŜ ƻŦ WƛƳΚ 

 

 



 мо 

 

Early aviators faced challenges unseen by todayôs pilots. Begin-

ning in fragile, open cockpit machines of wire, cloth, and wood 

with less than powerful engines, pilots fought the elements and 

searched for landing spots without maps, radios, and other mod-

ern equipment. Join award-winning author William Kalt for a ride 

High in Desert Skies! 

MORE THAN 200 IMAGES  

Order at highindesertskies.com  

$24.95 + tax 

(See book excerpt in this newsletter!)  

hǳǊ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ¢ƻƳƳȅΣ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΗ 

 

 

 

Mˉʿʔ 

http://highindesertskies.com/
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By Mark Spencer  

Fall has been good to us in Arizona, and it is our best time of year for fly-

ing. We are, of course, still waiting for a little cooler temps as this fall has 

been unusually warm, but relatively calm.  Our Pleasant Valley fly in and 

camp  over Veteranôs day was an incredible time for all, and the town really 

rolled out the red carpet for us as usual with  

the usual automobile access to and from 

town. Thank you Vern!! Saturday morning 

started out in downtown Young for most of 

us who attended the annual Veteranôs Day 

flag raising and breakfast. From there a small group went out  to see  our newest, truly backcountry, 

airstrip at Buzzardôs Roost. The Gila County Public relations gal, Autumn, accompanied APA Presi-

dent Tommy Thomason in his 182. The aviation communityôs work at the Pleasant Valley airport is 

seen as a real positive by the community of nearby Young, and word has made it back to the county 

government. 

Buzzardôs Roost is simply spectacular if you donôt mind remoteness and are skilled in more of an off 

airport setting. Landing is uphill towards the south for RNWY 17, or there about, and Iôve frankly nev-

er landed to the north, but itôs similar. You really have to watch the density altitude here if the winds 

are from the south, since it is up hill to the south. 

Backcountry Update for Young PV 
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¢ƻƳƳȅ  ǿƛǘƘ !ǳǘǳƳƴ ŦǊƻƳ Dƛƭŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 

 

YŜƴ                       {ǘŜƭƭŀ               ¢ƻƳƳȅ      WƛƳ      !ǳǘǳƳƴ 
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Back at Pleasant Valley, Recreation staff Gary Lollman found Girl Scout Troop No 275 camped out a 

mile or two up the road and managed to get them and their leaders over to the airport for their very 

first airplane rides! Man, what a blessing it was to share aviation with these Girl Scouts and what a 

friendship we enjoy with the Tonto National Forest team! 

These guys looked like they were looking for the Pleasant Valley wars! 


