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Hʮʶlʙ Aˠʒz˛nʆ A˥iat˛rʟ ˉnʋ ˉ˥iaˢi˛ʘ  

ˏnˁ˓uˡiastʟ, 

 

This monthôs issue is filled with several great articles written by our 

members.  I hope you will all enjoy them as much as I have.  The 

Town of Cottonwood welcomed us with open arms for a well-

attended safety seminar presented by Fred Gibbs. Andrew Vogen-

ey shares a heartwarming experience sharing his love of aviation 

with a young family. Howard Deevers hooks another youngster 

into learning to fly, and Brian Schober gives us a history lesson of Kingman Airport. You will find in-

formation about upcoming fly-ins, updates on last monthôs fly-ins, places to go, and things to do. 

Donôt miss the article by one of our youngest members, James Nebrig, inviting everyone to this 

springôs Payson Fly-in.  

 

Have Fun, Fly Safe, 

T˛m˙ʦ 

Presidentôs Report  

Hangars for Sale 
SkyRanch at Carefree ñ www.skyranchcarefree.com 

480 488-3571 ñ Click here for a PDF list... 

 

A big thank you to our  

Corporate Sponsor! 

http://www.skyranchcarefree.com
https://skyranchcarefree.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/2017_11_25_SkyRanch_Hangars_for_Sale_or_Rent.pdf
http://www.caeoaa.com/phoenix/
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Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð February 2018 

 
I hope all of you have been able to start the new year right by 

getting in some time aviating around. The weather has been 

great, and there are a lot of places for us to fly out for that pro-

verbial $100 Breakfast or Hamburger Lunch. Letôs get out and 

do it, but do it safely!!  Our calendar is full of fly in events both in 

the front country and the backcountry. See you there. 

The date May 1, 2017 may not be important to many people, 

but for more than 25,000 pilots it is a very significant date, as it 

marked the implementation of BasicMed, the biggest shift in 

aeromedical certification for general aviation pilots since the 

1960ôs. In its nine months of existence, BasicMed has in fact 

stimulated an interest in aeromedical reform around the globe. Perhaps the most noteworthy ac-

complishment is that of giving thousands of pilots a chance to fly again and simplify aeromedical 

certification. The new regulations permit pilots to fly aircraft up to 6,000 lbs., fly up to 250 KTS indi-

cated air speed with five passengers, day or night in VFR or IFR conditions, and at altitudes up to 

18,000 feet. The BasicMed pilot must take an online aeromedical course every two years and visit 

a state licensed physician for a physical exam every four years. The aircraft limitations cover most 

general aviation airplanes that we fly, and the medical requirements 

are not difficult to comply with. It was a tough fight to get BasicMed 

implemented, but it certainly was worth it. 

It seems that very little has been said about FAA Administrator 

Michaelôs Huertaôs term of office ending on January 6, 2018. Presi-

dent Trump has not yet named his replacement, and until that hap-

pens, Deputy Administrator Daniel Elwell will be taking his place. Mr. 

Elwell was previously a senior official at Airlines for America, an air-

line lobbying group, and he also ran his own aviation consulting firm, 

Elwell and Associates, in Washington. He served in the U.S. Air 

Force and the Air Force Reserve, including combat service during 

Operation Desert Storm, and he flew for American Airlines for 16 

years. Given this background experience, I hope he will also fully understand the concerns of the 

general aviation segment of the aviation community and provide a seamless transition in continu-

ing the mission of the FAA.  

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

Casa Grande Municipal Airport (CGZ) recently received a notification from the FAA that, because 

they have received federal funding, they will need to come into compliance with their FAA Grant 

Assurances by permitting Sky Dive operations on CGZ. We realize this decision was based only 

the letter of the law, and not on the realities of the situation at hand. With the significant amount of 

air traffic, including corporate jets, and the intense amount of instrument training occurring at CGZ, 

to permit a parachute drop zone on the airport property would not be possible without presenting 

very serious safety problems. The issue is being discussed with legal counsel to determine a viable 

course of action, and assistance from aviation groups in the near future may be solicited when that 

http://azpilots.org/jcalendar/month.calendar/2018/02/01/-
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suitable course of action is determined. APA is closely monitoring the situ-

ation and will keep you informed. 

Boeing is still conducting heavy lift test operations in the area around 

Gateway Airport (IWA) with H-47 Chinook helicopters. Be alert and use 

caution. 

Falcon Field (FFZ) is in the process of replacing their runway and taxiway 

lights with LEDs and there will be runway and taxiway closures to accom-

plish the task. Check NOTAMS for closures; one of the runways will al-

ways remain open. 

On Saturday, March 24, 2018, Falcon Field will be having an open house, 

and itôs anticipated that they may possibly have an aerobatic display. Be 

sure to put it on your calendar.  

Chandler Municipal Airport (CHD) will be having an open house 

on Saturday, February 10, 2018 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. Lunch will also be available on the field 

from food trucks. Itôs being planned as a family event. 

Deer Valley Airport (DVT) has new run up area construction project going on. So watch for NOTAMS 

and use caution. 

In other words, before taking off, always be sure to check for NOTAMS at your destination airport so 

you donôt have an unexpected surprise awaiting you. With the cooler winter weather, many of the 

airports around the state have construction projects under way, or possibly an open house. So al-

ways fly informed. 

I canôt believe it, but this past reporting period we received five notices of GPS interference testing 

that was going to be occurring at Barstow, CA; Yuma, AZ; and White Sands, NM; all within a few 

days of receipt of the notice. The White Sands testing however will be occurring January 27 thru 

February 24 from 0700Z to 1030Z and could impact eastern Arizona. Once again, if at any time you 

encounter an unexplained loss of GPS navigation signal lasting more than a minute or two, notify the 

nearest FAA Air Traffic Control facility advising them of the time, location, altitude, and nature of the 

signal loss, and also please advise APA with the same information. 

Flight safety in the last reporting period has been excellent with the NTSB reporting only one acci-

dent in Arizona. The positive side of it was that the accident reported was minor in nature and result-

ed in either minor or no injuries. See my February Aviation Accident Summary for details and a 2017 

year end summary. 

APA is still working with various airports around the state, providing the pilot and aircraft ownerôs 

perspective in the process of updating their Airport Master 

Plans. Adding to the list of airports that are updating their 

master plans, Mesa Falcon Field (FFZ) has just initiated 

their master plan update process. An update of the Supe-

rior Municipal Airport (E81) master plan, Sedona Airport 

(SEZ), Flagstaff (FLG), and Grand Canyon Airport (GCN) 

master plans are also currently in process. 

 

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO GO FOR BREAKFAST: 

¶ The fly in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport 

(P08), is on the first Saturday of the month. 
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J˔ʗ 

¶ The Falcon Field EAA Warbirds Squadron fly in breakfast and car show is on the 

third Saturday of the month.  

¶ The third Saturday of the month there is a fly in breakfast at Benson (E95) at Southwest Aviation. 

(There are special fuel prices for breakfast attendees.) 

¶ Also on the third Saturday, around noon, a lunch is made available by APA at the USFS Grape-

vine Airstrip (88AZ) next to Roosevelt Lake. $8 per person donation encouraged. 

¶ The last Saturday of the month there is a fly in breakfast at Casa Grande Municipal Airport 

(CGZ). The Airportôs restaurant, Foxtrot Cafe, operating in the Terminal Building, is open 6:30am 

to 2:00pm Monday thru Saturday. On the last Saturday of the month they have a ñFly in Break-

fast Specialò available on the menu; the price for adults is $8 and kids $5.  

¶ The Tucson Airport Authority has completed the renovation of the restaurant at Ryan Field, and 

itôs now open under the name of Richieôs Cafe. The hours are 6:00 am to 2:00 pm doing break-

fast and lunch daily.  

 

Check with the APA Getaway Flights program and 

online calendar for fun weekend places to fly! 

Garmin GTX-327 MODE A/C Transponder 

Price:$ 699.00  

Contact: Manthou Tsiouris at (480) 205-0881 or mgtsiouris@iteknowledgies.com  

Zenith 601XLB - Rotax 912ULS  

Price:$ 34 000.00  

Contact: Todd at (480) 710-8320 or djtoddb@yahoo.com  

5.1 Acres of Bare Land at Fly-In Community 

Price:$ 50 000.00  

Call: John Minieri at (602) 354-2161  

Contact: Chris Felton at cfelton@dphx.org 

Zenith 701 

Price:$ 28 000.00  

Contact: Todd J Bristol at (480) 710-8320 or djtoddb@yahoo.com  

http://azpilots.org/jcalendar/month.calendar/2018/02/01/-
mailto:mgtsiouris@iteknowledgies.com
mailto:djtoddb@yahoo.com
mailto:cfelton@dphx.org
mailto:djtoddb@yahoo.com
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By Mark Spencer  

 

While challenging weather 

scuttled our monthly fly in 

BBQ at Grapevine for Jan-

uary, several folks did fly in. Because of their hard 

work, along with a ground crew, a small tractor and 

40 additional tons of fill, the airstrip has never looked 

better.  Anyone that has visited Grapevine under-

stands the incredible beauty of the Sonoran Desert 

that we are so privileged to enjoy. Taking care of this 

incredible gift has been a passion of local pilots and 

even those from across the country. Shoring up the 

edges, providing a smoother transition for aircraft 

exiting the runway at midfield, has been a priority 

since we finished the crack seal and resurfacing. 

APA and RAF members from Colorado and Arizona 

were there, 4 aircraft in all, two camp hosts who 

drove a long way to support the planned BBQ and 

work, and even a family from Benson. 

Paul Pitkin was, as always, up to the charge, and 

has arranged for this additional 40 tons of material to 

be delivered the week before. Jeff Wilson brought 

out his tractor and ALL material is now completely 

spread. Letôs not forget the group of hard working 

member/pilots who spread nearly the entire first 40 

ton of material by hand! The project is now complete 

and it is a beautiful finishing touch to the midfield 

runway edges along both sides.  

Concrete parking curbs, donated by the Forest Ser-

vice, were also placed at the aircraft tie down area at 

the approach end of runway 35. Man, those things 

are heavy! Speaking of the Forest Service, our 

friend, District Ranger Kelly Jardine, stopped in for 

lunch on Saturday to say hello and let us know of the 

government shutdown. He looked over what we had 

done and Jim Knapp drove him around too. It was 

another friendly visit. 

A couple of reminders for those visiting Grapevine: 

The Grapevine airstrip area is completely closed to 

Grapevine Recap 
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automobile access from highway 88 to the airport. 

This was the condition before we restored the run-

way and our agreement with the USFS. Only sup-

port vehicles are permitted past the gate at the 

highway (the camp host and support needed by the 

host). Of course we have permission to bring vehi-

cles in for maintenance activities from time to time. 

Please help us keep our commitment, and keep the 

Grapevine airstrip the special experience it is in-

tended to be, by not attempting to drive past the 

gate. This site is special and is to be accessed by 

noncommercial aircraft, not automobiles. Also, the 

APA provides a donation based lunch each third 

Saturday of the month, but we need your help! 

These generous donations pay not only for the 

good food provided by our monthly volunteer hosts, 

but also for the portable bathroom the APA has 

rented. 

Hope to see you at Grapevine the weekend of Feb-

ruary 17
th
!  

Mˉʿʔ 
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February Aviation Accident Summary 
by Jim Timm 

 
 
The following are NTSB reports of aviation accidents that have occurred in Arizona from late De-

cember, 2017, through late January, 2018. We use this detailed accident information to develop 

safety programs and briefings that will help pilots learn from the mistakes being made by others, and 

then hopefully they will take the action necessary to prevent similar accidents from happening to 

them. 

 

This past reporting period, things have really turned around, and for once we have an excellent acci-

dent report. There was only one NTSB reported accident, and even that one was relatively minor in 

nature. Apparently there were no injuries, and if there were any, they were minor in nature. This re-

port also includes an accident that had occurred late in November and the details were just released 

in the past reporting period. Itôs unfortunate that in the past three reporting periods, the NTSB has 

reported seven accidents without releasing the details of the accident. As the details are released 

we will provide the information to you. I donôt know if flying activity has decreased or if everyone has 

made a new yearôs resolution to fly safer. I certainly hope itôs the latter. 

 

For a brief look at what has happened in 2017 based on the NTSB reports made available: 

 

Number of reported accidents 47 

Number of fatal accidents 6 

 

Number of fatalities 13 

Number of Serious injuries 6 

Number of Minor injuries 9 

Number of uninjured 53 

 

Total number of persons 

involved in these accidents 81 

 

2017 was not a particularly good year for aviation safety in Arizona because of the number of acci-

dents, injuries, and in particular the large number of fatalities that occurred. We must do what we 

can to reduce these numbers for 2018, and the only way we can do this is to think carefully about 

what we are doing, and make sure that before each flight that BOTH the airplane and pilot are air-

worthy and current. We are off to a good start for the New Year, so letôs keep it up and please fly 

Safe! 

 

Got great aviation photos that youôd like to share? 

 

We are always on the lookout for photos to add and enhance our monthly newsletter. 

If youôd like to contribute your photos please email them to us at: 

newsletter@azpilots.org 

mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org
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THE FOLLOWING ARE DETAILS OF THE AC-

CIDENT THAT HAD OCCURRED IN THE PRE-

VIOUS REPORTING PERIOD. 

 

Accident Date: Thursday, November 23, 2017 

Report Dated: 1/10/18 Factual & Final Report 

Title 14 CFR Part 91 

Location: Overgaard 

Aircraft Type: Kitfox Model 4   1200 IV 

Injuries:  2 Uninjured 

 

LOSS OF CONTROL LANDING 

 

The pilot reported that, during the landing roll, the 

tailwheel equipped airplane veered to the right. 

He over corrected, the airplane exited the left 

side of the runway and ground looped to the left. 

The airplane sustained substantial damage to 

fuselage and right wing. 

The pilot reported that there were no pre-

accident mechanical failures or malfunctions with 

the airplane that would have precluded normal 

operation.  

 

THE FOLLOWING IS THE ACCIDENT THAT 

OCCURRED IN THE LAST REPORTING PERI-

OD 

 

Accident Date: Wednesday, January 17, 2018 

Report Dated: 1/23/18 Preliminary Re-

port   (Unpublished) 

Title 14 CFR Part 91  

Location: Scottsdale 

Aircraft Type:  Beechcraft B60 

 

Injuries:  UNK 

 

The NTSB preliminary report is not publicly avail-

able, only the above accident notice information.  

http://www.nationwideaircraftsales.com/
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Maintenance Placards 
 

This outreach guidance is provided to all FAA and aviation industry groups that are participating in 
outreach efforts sponsored by the General Aviation Joint Steering Committee (GAJSC).  It is im-
portant that all outreach on a given topic is coordinated and is free of conflicts.  Therefore, all out-
reach products should be in alignment with the outline and concepts listed below for this topic. 

 

Outreach Month:  February 2018 

 

Topic: Maintenance Placards (GAJSC SCF-SE-45)   

The FAA and industry will conduct a public education campaign on the capabilities and benefits as-
sociated with Lock out/Tag out procedures and Maintenance Placards. 

 

Background:  

The GAJSC has identified a number of fatal general aviation accidents that were caused by attempt-
ing flight in aircraft that were undergoing maintenance and not yet returned to service.  This safety 
enhancement suggests adopting lock out/tag out methodology to ensure pilots are aware of un-
airworthy aircraft conditions.   

 

Teaching Points: 

¶ Discuss the scope and safety benefits of lock out/tag out procedures and Maintenance Placards. 

¶ Acquaint pilots with available resources. 

¶ Encourage pilots to adopt more robust airworthiness status processes.  

 

References: 

¶ General Aviation Power Point 

¶ GAJSC System/Component Failure Report  

 

DOWNLOADS: PowerPoint Presentation Slides... 

http://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month?view=category&id=43
http://www.gajsc.org/document-center/
http://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month?view=category&id=43
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{ǇǊƛƴƎ DŜǘŀǿŀȅ τ 9ƭ CǳŜǊǘŜΣ aŜȄƛŎƻΗ 
/ŀƭƭ κ ŜƳŀƛƭ  .ǊŀŘ [ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜ слн-псл-пнус ōǊŀŘŀƭŜϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  

!ǇǊƛƭ мн-мр  !ƭƭ-ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ п Řŀȅ ǘǊƛǇΥ IƻǘŜƭ ¢ƻǊǊŜǎ ŘŜƭ CǳŜǊǘŜΣ ƳŜŀƭǎΣ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ 

!ǇǊƛƭ мн ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ -  Cƭȅ ŘƻǿƴΣ  ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ǘƻ IƻǘŜƭ ¢ƻǊǊŜǎ 5Ŝƭ CǳŜǊǘŜ - 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ǎƘƻǿ  

!ǇǊƛƭ мо CǊƛŘŀȅ -  Cǳƭƭ Řŀȅ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ŀǘ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŀƪŜ ŦƻǊ .ŀǎǎ CƛǎƘƛƴƎ  

!ǇǊƛƭ мп {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ -  .ƛƎ ƎŀƳŜ ŬǎƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǊǘ ŀǘ ¢ƻǇƻƭƻōŀƳǇƻ 

!ǇǊƛƭ мр {ǳƴŘŀȅ -  Cƭȅ ƘƻƳŜ 

CƻǊ ƴƻƴ-ŬǎƘŜǊƳŜƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ 9ƭ CǳŜǊǘŜΣ ¢ƻǇƻƭƻōŀƳǇƻΣ ŀƴŘ [ƻǎ aƻŎƘƻǎΦ 

ϷуффκǇŜǊǎƻƴ όōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ƻŎŎǳǇŀƴŎȅύ !ƭƭ-ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ 

IƻǘŜƭ ¢ƻǊǊŜǎ 5Ŝƭ CǳŜǊǘŜ - [ƻōōȅ 9ƭ CǳŜǊǘŜ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ - IŀǊŘ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΣ пΣуллΩ  aaтф 

!ƭƭ ƻŦ IƻǘŜƭ ¢ƻǊǊŜǎ ƎǳŜǎǘ 

ǊƻƻƳǎ ŀǊŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜƭȅ ŘŜŎƻπ

ǊŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǝƳǳƳ 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ  .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΣ 

ƭǳƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ 

ŜŀŎƘ Řŀȅ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǎƘƻǿ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ 

ǳǇƻƴ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭΦ   

/ƘŜŎƪƭƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ aŜȄƛŎƻ 

tŀǎǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ ¦{ /ǳǎǘƻƳǎ ǎǝŎƪŜǊ  

ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŀƛǊǇƭŀƴŜΣ ŬƭŜ Ŝ!tL{ ŦƻǊ ¦{ ƻƴ ƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ 

ŦƻǊ aŜȄƛŎƻ ό9ȄŎŜƭύΦ  aŜȄƛŎŀƴ ŀƛǊǇƭŀƴŜ ƛƴǎǳǊπ

ŀƴŎŜ όƻǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊƛŘŜǊ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ 

ŦƻǊ aŜȄƛŎƻ ƻǇǎύΦ  !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŜƴǘǊȅ - /ƛǳŘŀŘ 

hōǊŜƎƻƴ όaa/bύΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ 

ŀ Ƴǳƭǝ-ŜƴǘǊȅ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ŦƻǊ нлму ŀƴŘ ŀ ǾƛǎŀΦ  9ƭ 

CǳŜǊǘŜ ƛǎ рр ƳƛƭŜǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ /ǳƛŘŀŘ hōǊŜƎƻƴΦ 

IŜƭǇŦǳƭ [ƛƴƪǎ 

 aŜȄƛŎƻ Ŝ!tL{ 9ȄŎŜƭ 

 .ƻǊŘŜǊ tŀǘǊƻƭ {ǝŎƪŜǊ 

 ¦{ Ŝ!tL{ {ƛǘŜ 

 /ƛǳŘŀŘ hōǊŜƎƻƴ !κt 

 9ƭ CǳŜǊǘŜ !κt 

tƻǊǘ ƻŦ ¢ƻǇƻƭƻōŀƳǇƻ 

mailto:bradale@gmail.com
https://help.cbp.gov/app/answers/detail/a_id/182/kw/private%20aircraft%20decal/session/L3RpbWUvMTUxNzI2Nzk5MC9zaWQva0lBNkpfRG4%3D
https://www.aopa.org/go-fly/destinations/international-travel/mexico/mexico-apis-spreadsheet
https://help.cbp.gov/app/answers/detail/a_id/182/kw/private%20aircraft%20decal/session/L3RpbWUvMTUxNzI2Nzk5MC9zaWQva0lBNkpfRG4%3D
https://eapis.cbp.dhs.gov/auth/login.html?resource_url=https%3A%2F%2Feapis.cbp.dhs.gov%2Feapisj%2Feapis%2Flogin
http://www.fltplan.com/Airport.cgi?MMCN
http://www.fltplan.com/Airport.cgi?MM79
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Featured  

By Andrew Vogeney 
 
 

Working a part-time job can have a lot of perks, most 

notably for me the paycheck that keeps the gas tanks 

half full. I work a few nights a week at the Renaissance 

Phoenix Downtown Hotel, and Iôm proud of a lot of the 

ñextrasò we get to do for our community. One of them is 

working with Hope Kids, an amazing organization sup-

porting children with life-threatening conditions and their 

families. Our general manager recently sent us all an email requesting positive energy for a family 

we had adopted for Christmas. On top of being a single mom of 3 young kids, Cassandra was also 

battling pneumonia. I figured, thereôs got to be something I can do to make their lives a bit easier. 

And then I thought, I wonder if the kids might want to go for an airplane ride? 

To get a better understanding of this family, I asked mom if I could share their story. She graciously 

said yes since she wants to raise as much awareness as possible. In her words: 

I am a single mom of three children: JJ age 9, Lilly age 7, and Johnathan age 6. Our life 

largely revolves around doctorsô visits, hospital stays, and medical equipment, so this amaz-

ing opportunity to fly will be treasured forever. Memory building is really, really important to 

our family especially. Capturing smiles on film to treasure forever is something that means the 

world to me because so much of my time is spent wiping tears and holding back my own.  

JJ was diagnosed at 15 months with Eosinophillic Colitis and GERD, and at age two we add-

ed a diagnosis of asthma as well. With this he has severe allergies to 13 foods and takes sev-

eral medications. He can't go anywhere without inhalers, 

Benadryl and an EpiPen, and he takes several medications 

daily. He dreams of being a pilot one day, and has since he 

could talk. When he found out he was going to get to fly 

a plane he literally jumped up and down shouting. He has 

been on cloud 9 since. 

Lilly goes through a lot as the middle sibling of two boys 

with medical issues. She is their rock and is always there 

with snuggles, blankets, stuffed animals and to sing songs 

whenever one of them is struggling. She cracks jokes and 

does a great job of distracting them from their health. This 

was her turn to be distracted from her self-imposed caregiv-

er role. She said it was one of the best days of her life. She 

loved every second of being up in the air where "the cars 

look like hamsters." 

Johnathan the Brave 
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Johnathan has something called a Mitochondrial 

Depletion Syndrome, and secondary to that he 

has Epilepsy, POTS, asthma, primary immune 

deficiency, and is completely dependent on IV 

nutrition, unable to eat. He spends a lot of his life 

admitted to the hospital and when he is home, 

his bedroom still looks very similar to a hospital 

room. Because he has little to no energy stores 

he uses a wheelchair or walker to get around 

most of the time. He has to stay nearby to his 

hospital, and 13 specialists and therapists that he 

sees regularlyé so adventures tend to be far be-

tween. It is extremely rare for a child with a Mitochondrial Depletion Syndrome to make it out 

of early childhood. He knows better than most how fragile life is and as such has a "bucket 

list." One of the items on it is flying a plane which he is extremely proud to say he has now 

checked off!  

So you can tell how excited ALL of us were to spend our Monday morning together.  

Who wants to go up first? JJ almost couldnôt contain his enthusiasm, so we decided he and Lilly 

would go together on the first flight. But we have four seats! OK, mom will sit in the back with Lilly. 

Off we goé everyone doing okay? All smiles! Clear of Chandlerôs airspace I had already done 

enough work, so I let JJ take over. At 9 years old, heôs already a talented pilot! See that mountain 

peak up ahead? Try to keep the plane flying toward that. After some time exploring the San Tans 

and pointing out the ñislands in the sky,ò a nicer way to describe the thick morning haze obscuring 

distant mountains, we headed for Coolidge... it was clear Lilly was ready for her turn at the controls, 

so we needed to find solid ground for a quick Chinese fire drill. We shared the pattern with some Ox-

ford students, made a nice smooth landing and taxied to the ramp. We got out and took a quick pho-

to just in time for Jonnathan and Lilly to watch a very organized group of skydivers landing close by 

and hear the roar of their two Skyvans as they pulled up next to us, shut down and waved us on our 

way. 

Off we go again, and this time itôs 7 year old Lillyôs turn to navigate us home. She must have been 

practicing, because it was all about the steep turns! Left, right, back and forth, until I heard an apolo-

gizing voice come through the headset... ñSorry guys, I think we need to head back to the airport.ò 

Mom is thick-skinned, and you can tell thereôs not much that phases her, but we all know the back 

seat of a ñHonda Civic with wingsò can be a little tight, 

and the ups and downs and big turns werenôt helping! 

We all made it back in one piece and taxied back to the 

ramp in time to tell Johnathan was more than ready for 

his turn. 

If this day taught me anything itôs that no matter what 

theyôre going through, kids can be super resilient. We 

knew that, right? Donôt let Johnathan fool you ï alt-

hough his nurse Brianna helped him to the plane in a 

wheelchair, he definitely wins the award for quickest to 

board. Usually I have to go through the whole ñput your 
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foot here, then turn around and scoot your butt up 

this wayéò nope, Johnathan jumped right in, buck-

led up and put his headset on before we had a 

chance to even think about it. Heôs truly just like any 

other 6 year old kid youôll ever meet! 

Excited to have Batman for my co-pilot and Brianna 

ready in the back with her camera set to go, we 

launched off again. Headed west we got to see 

many more of those beautifully hazy mountains. 

Howôs everybody doing? No need to ask, the smiles 

told the story and there was definitely no need to 

make this a quick flight. Passing Stellar Airpark we 

discovered that you could actually live on an airport. 

How cool is that? Itôs been decided ï when Johnathan grows up, thatôs where heôll live. Want to see 

the big airport? Sure! Past South Mountain and right over Sky Harbor we go. The houses are now 

too small to count, so we switch to counting how many big planes are taking off and landing right un-

der us. Making good time northbound we are able to see Squaw Peak, Camelback Mountain, and 

Scottsdale Airporté Hey, thatôs where all the rich people live! Suddenly the tiny houses are getting 

bigger and easier to count.  

Convinced Brianna has run out of film (do people even use that anymore?) we make our way back 

over downtown Phoenix (Hey look, weôre higher than the skyscrapers!), Firebird Lake, a few aimless 

turns toward nowhere and back to meet the rest of the family. Back on the ramp we take a moment 

to debrief and get a group shot with the plane. In roping in a nearby pilot to take a photo for us, we 

learn thereôs someone with a biplane willing to give some more rides and these might include some 

upside downsé will mom be sitting that one out? 

After a few fun hours, all six of us have been able to see the world from a different perspective to-

day. Who do you think had the most fun? 

Follow Johnathanôs story on his Facebook page Johnathan the Brave. Thereôs also a great book 

with the same name available on Amazon. 

And if youôd like to participate in a really fun day of flying, consider volunteering for Sky Kids. 

Theyôve got two great events lined up this year: April 7 at Goodyear and November 3 at Scottsdale. 

They accept volunteers of the pilot and non-pilot 

variety, and I can confirm itôs a great way to spend 

the day!  

If youôve had the chance to make someone happy 

with your airplane lately, send us your story! Email 

newsletter@AZPilots.org and weôll be happy to 

share.! 

Anˍɼˏʤ 

https://www.facebook.com/JohnathanTheBrave/
https://www.amazon.com/Johnathan-Brave-Christina-LoBianco/dp/1975926986/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1516991951&sr=8-1&keywords=johnathan+the+brave
http://www.skykidsaz.org/reqpilots.html
mailto:newsletter@AZPilots.org
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By Timothy M Pebler 
 
 

The seminar was attended by about 52 people from Cotton-

wood, Camp Verde, Rimrock, Flagstaff, Prescott, Mesa, Deer 

Valley, Glendale and Sedona.  Fred had an educational presen-

tation on winter flying weather with lots of positive comments 

from those who attended.  Morgan Scott and the City of Cotton-

wood really went out of their way in hosting the seminar.  They 

put together gift bags, for those who attended, with souvenir 

items from the City of Cottonwood, information about the area 

and discounts to be used at Old Town restaurants.  Morgan al-

so arranged for BOMBAZ Grill, a local food truck, to be on site 

for those who wanted breakfast and for a city shuttle bus to 

transport anyone interested to Old Town for a couple of hours 

following the seminar.  Unfortunately, the information about the 

shuttle bus didnôt get out early enough, so no one took ad-

Cottonwood Fly-In & Safety Seminar 
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 DŜǘ ¸ƻǳǊ LƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ wŀǝƴƎ bh²Η  

!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ Ǉƛƭƻǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ǉǳƛǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻǊ ǇŀŎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΚ hǊ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ Ǉƛƭƻǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ 
ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ǊŀǝƴƎ ōǳǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΚ  

bƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ǊŀǝƴƎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΗ L ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜ ƛƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ όL 
ƘŀǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ оллл ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ƅƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴύ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǇǊƻπ
ƎǊŀƳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƳƛƴƛƳƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻǎǘ ǘƻ ŬƴƛǎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŀǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ 
ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŀŦŜΗ  

 .ƻō [ƛǧƭŜŬŜƭŘΣ DƻƭŘ {Ŝŀƭ /CLΣ /CLLΣ a9L  

слн-нну-фмпр ω ōƻōϪƅƛƎƘǘǎƪƛƭƭǎΦŎƻƳ ω ǿǿǿΦƅƛƎƘǘǎƪƛƭƭǎΦŎƻƳ 

ü снтм ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ƅƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ  
ü тсор ǘƻǘŀƭ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƅƛƎƘǘ ǝƳŜ  
ü /ƛǊǊǳǎ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘƛȊŜŘ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΣ !ǾƛŘȅƴŜ ϧ 
DŀǊƳƛƴ мллл  

ü /ƛǊǊǳǎ tƛƭƻǘ tǊƻŬŎƛŜƴŎȅ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ό/tttύ Lƴπ
ǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ  

ü /Ŝǎǎƴŀ CL¢{ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ tƭǳǎ ό/C!LҌύ  

ü /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀ CŀŎǘƻǊȅ CƭƛƎƘǘ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΣ !ǾƛŘȅƴŜ 
ϧ DŀǊƳƛƴ мллл  

ü !ǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ Cƭȅ ǘƘŜ Dƭŀǎǎ /ƻŎƪǇƛǘ [ƛƪŜ 
ŀ tǊƻ  

ü C!! aŀǎǘŜǊ ²LbD{ IƻƭŘŜǊ  

ü !ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ LƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ DǊƻǳƴŘ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ  
ü wŜƳƻǘŜ tƛƭƻǘ ό¦!{ύ  

T˔ʗᴇ˓ʦ 

vantage of it.  Philip Brown, manager of the Southwest Wine Cen-

ter at the Verde Campus of Yavapai College, did a short presenta-

tion on the Verde Valley industry and the future of that industry in 

Cottonwood and Verde Valley.  Bill Jump, owner of Out of Africa, 

was also going to give a short presentation, but things were break-

ing up by then. 

Anyway, the weather couldnôt have been better for those flying in/

out and 100LL was only $4.19 per gallon.  Along with an Out of 

Africa tour, we 

are also looking 

at hosting a fly-in 

sometime this 

year with an em-

phasis on attract-

ing high school and college students who have an 

interest in aviation.  More details on that to follow. 

mailto:bob@flightskills.com
http://www.flightskills.com
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By Brian Schober 
 
 

The US Army Air Forces played a major role in develop-

ing many of Arizonaôs current and long-gone airports. 

Kingmanôs airport is no exception. The US Army Air 

Forces had a need to train gunnery crews assigned to 

the newly-developed B-17 Flying Fortresses and an un-

populated 4,000+ acres in Northwestern Arizona fit the 

bill perfectly. The government moved and began con-

struction in early 1942. The gunnery ranges opened later in 1942 with multiple airstrips and emer-

gency landing fields built to support them. The airfield was renamed Kingman Army Air Field on May 

7, 1943. In all, over 36,000 gunners were trained at Kingman Army Air Field through 1945. 

Following the end of World War II, Kingman shifted from gunnery training to aircraft reclamation and 

storage. Known as Storage Depot 41, aircraft were flown to Kingman for dismantling and recycling. 

Rather than storing the planes, as the name would suggest, over 5500 aircraft were dismantled and 

melted down for scrap over the next three years. Sadly, most of these aircraft were B-17s. Once the 

recycling effort was completed, the land was turned over to the county. 

Though the war and the related warplane ñstorageò ef-

forts are long over and nearly forgotten, the airport con-

tinues to thrive. Coincidentally, storage is precisely 

what drives commerce at the airport today. Airliners, 

commuters, and corporate aircraft are mothballed and 

stored at Kingman. Dozens of aircraft sit waiting to be-

come donors to other flying aircraft or to be resurrected 

in new livery at another airline. The on-site repair sta-

tion manages the storage and maintenance of these 

aircraft. In addition to aircraft services, an 1,100-acre 

industrial park helps support the airport and hosts over 

70 businesses. This industrial park is second largest in Arizona, led only by Maricopa County. Close 

access to Interstate freeways and rail lines, the location is perfect for fast distribution of goods. 

Kingman Airport (KIGM) is located approximately 8 miles northeast of the city center. Though un-

towered, with a pair of long runways capable of 737-class 

aircraft, there is plenty of room for nearly any aircraft. 

Runway 3/21 is 6,827ô x 150ô and Runway 17/35 is 6,725ô 

x 75ô, with Runway 21 being the preferred calm-wind run-

way. Field elevation is a modest 3449ômsl. AirôZona Air-

craft Services operates the FBO on the field. There are 

minimal $5/single and $10/twin tie-down fees if needing 

to stay the night. At the time of this writing, Avgas is 

priced at $5.51 for self-serve and $5.76 for full-serve. Jet 

A is priced at $3.83 and $4.08, respectively. 

Kingman Airport, Kingman Arizona 
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Bˠiˉʘ 

The Kingman Airport Caf® offers traditional breakfast 

and lunch fare in an aviation-themed restaurant. Open 

from 7am ï 2pm, breakfast is served until closing time at 

2pm, so a delayed start to the morning flight will not re-

sult in missed pancakes. Indoor booths and tables are 

available, as well as patio dining during the summer. The 

Caf® even has t-shirts, caps, and mugs available for pur-

chase. 

Once in Kingman and breakfast is finished, take time to 

enjoy the remarkable history this airport has to offer. The 

original control tower remains an icon, as the multiple 

flights of stairs leading to the windowed room are visible. The Kingman Army Airfield Historical Soci-

ety has created a museum to document, highlight and preserve the importance this field played in 

our nationôs history. The museum is housed in an original hangar built in 1942. 

The airport is located just off of historic Route 66. Uber or Lyft provide transportation, as do several 

taxi companies. This airport is not Kingmanôs only brush with aviation history. Prior to the military 

field opening, Charles Lindbergh created an airstrip out of what had been a cow pasture as part of 

the first trans-continental airmail route. The strip was updated by Transcontinental Air Transport, the 

predecessor to TWA, and became Wallapai (Hualapai) Field. This airfield has since been built over; 

however, Kingman is rich in history and the multiple parks and memorials in town stand as a testa-

ment to this desert outpost. 

Kingman is approximately 130nm Northwest 

of Phoenix, 240nm Northwest of Tucson, and 

100nm West of Flagstaff. Nestled in a valley, 

the backdrop of the Hualapai range just to the 

South, the Cerrat Mountains to the West, and 

the Cottonwood Cliffs to the East all make for 

a scenic approach. These features also lead 

to downdrafts and wind conditions unique to 

flying in mountains, so focusing on weather 

conditions is highly recommended. The Bag-

dad 1 and Gladden 1 MOAs lie just to the 

South of Kingman, so use caution when navi-

gating near or through them. We hope to see 

you there soon! 

https://www.pilotexpedition.com/Home-and-Hangar-Aviation-Real-Estate-Connection
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Thank you to Erik McCormick  for this monthõs photos! 

Where will you go next? Send your photos to newsletter@azpilots.org ! 

mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org
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By James Nebrig 
 
 

Many fellow fliers look with envy at the impressive 

array of backcountry fly-ins that the Arizona Pilots 

Association and Recreational Aviation Foundation 

have put together in the Arizona backcountry.  

While these fly-ins sure look like a lot of fun, the sad 

reality is that with low wings and a low-slung prop, 

many of our airplanes could never be confused for 

backcountry machines.  While the majority of our 

backcountry airstrips will accommodate these air-

craft, many aircraft owners prefer to not risk the 

chips and dings possible on these airstrips. Consequently camping adventures tend to be reserved 

for those folks with taildragging, short/rough field airplanes. 

For those who are in the same boat as us, (you know who you are, but donôt despair!) Arizona avia-

tors are fortunate to have one of the absolute best air camping facilities in the country just sixty miles 

or so northeast of Phoenix, as the crow flies, up in Payson, Arizona.  Best of allé this campground 

is right in the middle of a modern municipal airport, Payson Regional Airport (KPAN).  Payson fea-

tures a 5,500ô x 75ô paved and lighted runway with plenty of paved parking right next to the 

campground as well.  Come with room in the fuel tanks, as Payson features some of the cheapest 

100LL prices in the state.   

We are now finishing the planning for our annual APA/RAF Payson Fly-In and Air Camping Week-

end, which will be held on April 7-8.  Throw your tent and sleeping bag in the plane and join us 

Saturday night for a potluck dinner and overnight stay at the campground.  You can camp just a few 

feet from your airplane, and we are going to have a happy hour, potluck dinner, and then enjoy the 

sounds of some of our more talented members who 

moonlight as amateur guitar and banjo pickers.  It is 

tradition that many of our campground chefs will be 

bringing their trusty Dutch ovens and try out some of 

their best chuck wagon recipes for everyone.  Donôt 

know how to cook?  No problem, as Payson is also 

the home of one of the best airport restaurants, the 

Crosswinds Caf®. 

For those who have never been air camping at Pay-

son, (or even air camping at all!) you couldnôt find a 

better place to ñgo backcountryò for the first time.  

Payson Airport Campground features individual 

PaysonðA Backcountry Fly-In 

That EVERY Airplane Can Make! 
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A Few Words About Safety 
Denny Granquist 

 

ñShorts and flip flops don't work well when hiking.ò 
 

ñUsing ATC is better than avoiding ATC.ò  

Jˉɵeʟ 

campsites right next to the paved aircraft ramp, fire 

rings with free firewood, grills, running water, real 

bathrooms (you knowéthe kind that have sinks and 

flushing toilets) as well as HOT showers!  Sure, you 

can tell all your friends that you were ñroughing it,ò 

but only you and your fellow air campers will know 

the true story.  The campground has the best views 

of the spectacular Mogollon Rim in the state!   

If you want to stay overnight, but your idea of 

ñroughing itò is a Holiday Inn, then come up anyway.  

Payson has dozens of motels in every price range, 

and the Airport Manager has reserved the courtesy 

car for the group, so we can shuttle people back and forth to the airport. 

Children are ALWAYS welcome at our fly-ins.  The kids have plenty of room to roam at KPAN, and 

we always stock up on marshmallows, graham crackers, and Hershey bars for the kids to enjoy 

sômores by the campfire.  So, load the kids and grandkids up in your plane and bring them along!  

The cost of the weekend - nothing but your gas and food.  The memories that you will make with 

them ï PRICELESS! 

So, APAôerséit is time to pull the plane out of the hangar and set a course for Payson the first 

weekend in April to join your fellow APAôers for some fun and fellowship around the campfire. 

For further information, you can e-mail James Nebrig at james.nebrig@hotmail.com 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

As always, watch our Facebook site for last minute news on events, including weather cancelations 

or rescheduling.  

mailto:james.nebrig@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/AZPilots.org/?ref=bookmarks
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By Mary & Susan 
 
 

This is a quick thank you and a recap of our day on the 

range..... 

 

Susan Gladstein thanked us for being great visitors and also 

thanked us for our contribution to the airmen's fund for the up-

coming deployed familiesô party. Our $300 went a long way in 

the goodwill department. 

 

Additionally, after expenses, we have $500 to donate to our own 

APA Scholarship Fund. This is wonderful! Andrew Vogeney, our 

scholarship chair, is adding this gift into consideration for this 

year's set of scholarships.  

 

FYI, I've requested a 2nd tour from Susan Gladstein - during the 

fall, around October. More information to follow. Be sure to 

Goldwater Range Tour 

http://azpilots.org/pilot-info/scholarship-program
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5.1 Acres of Bare Land at Fly-In Community Sampleyôs Airport (28AZ)  

For Sale by Owner: 5.1 Acres of Bare Land; Fly-In Community with private airport; Ideal 

property for horses and cattle; Mobile homes permitted. 

Price:$ 50 000.00 

 

North-West Corner of N. 520th Ave, Sampley's Airport (28AZ) Aguila, Arizona 

 

Call: John Minieri  (602) 354-2161 

Mˉˠʦ & Susˉʘ 

check our website and the e-newsletters. I'll also send out an in-

vitation later this year as the date is finalized. Send an email to 

socials@azpilots.org if you would like to be added to the waitlist 

and notified first. 

 

We're brainstorming on getaways to various destinations - 

please contact Kit if you wish to help organize one, or be of as-

sistance in some way. kit@azpilots.org We could use some vol-

unteers to work with Kit & Brad on the weekend getaways! 

mailto:socials@azpilots.org
mailto:kit@azpilots.org
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Short Final  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !t!Φ 

By Howard Deevers 
 
 

While Arizona was enjoying exceptional flying weather in January, 

much of the rest of the country was experiencing harsh winter con-

ditions. We saw sub-zero temperatures, snow, ice, and the 

"windchill" we all hate. 

 

My nephew, John, has come from Minneapolis to Tucson several 

times for a week of relief from the cold. We had planned this trip 

several months in advance. When he departed MSP January 11 it 

was a minus 10 degrees F and snowing. I was worried that the 

flight might be cancelled, but they made it. He enjoyed the 70+ 

degrees here every day. 

 

We had talked about flying before he came and he was interested. In order to see a bit more of Ari-

zona, we made a flight with Rick Whitaker for a breakfast run. On a beautiful Sunday morning we left 

Marana (KAVQ) about 7:30 and landed at Payson (KPAN) about an hour later. The flight could not 

have been better with clear skies, no turbulence, and calm winds. 

 

On our way back we diverted over the eastern end of Phoenix and then over Casa Grande in order 

to give John an even better view of the Phoenix Valley. He loved it. 

 

John is no stranger to general aviation as his dad is half owner of a Cessna 172 kept in La Cross, 

Wisconsin, and John has flown with his dad many times. Rick and I did our best to make this flight 

as pleasant as possible. 

 

It must have worked. Two days after getting 

back to Minneapolis, John called to tell me that 

he has decided to pursue getting his Private 

Pilot License! He had already contacted a flight 

school at a small GA airport within easy driving 

distance from his house. The airport also has a 

flying club, and if you are a member of the club, 

the aircraft rates are a little cheaper. 

 

That was a fun call for me. I had not expected 

it, but he enjoyed the flight so much that he 

thought more would be better. Naturally, we 

WINTER FLYING 
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talked about the training requirements, aircraft rentals, written tests, and check rides. I suggested 

that he look more into the flying club since you can connect with other members and learn from 

them, not to mention the social aspects of club membership. He knows that his PPL is still a way off, 

but the first steps have been taken. 

 

If we were closer together I could help with some flying lessons, but I told him to call me any time. 

Maybe we will have a new pilot in the next few months. 

 

It doesn't always turn out this way. After the first ride, some people just don't want any more. You 

can't really tell who will and who won't like the experience. We should do all that we can to make the 

experience pleasant, and after that, it is up to them. 

 

Be sure to check your Arizona Pilots Association for seminars near you, and don't forget to bring 

your wingman!  

H˛wˉrʋ 
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The seventh annual APA General Aviation Accident Reduc-

tion and Mitigation Symposium ð GAARMS VII ð will be in Deer 

Valley on Saturday, March 31 st, 2018 . 
 

The safety program will be held at the AeroGuard Flight Training Center (the old TRANSPAC facili-

ty), 530 W Deer Valley Rd, Suite 200, Phoenix, AZ 85027, courtesy of Matt Lindberg, Safety Manag-

er at AeroGuard. The safety program will start at 0900 and finish up by noon. Watch for the 

FAASAFETY.GOV notice in early March for registration (although not required to attend) and 

WINGS credit. 

In case you missed last monthôs issue, 2017 appears to have mirrored 2016, with the total number of 

fatal accidents (6) staying the same. But unfortunately, the total number of fatalities jumped from 9 in 

2016 to 13 in 2017. The GAARMS VII symposium will take an in-depth look at the 6 fatal accidents 

in an effort to pass on to you what might have happened and how they could possibly have been 

prevented. 

 

FATAL ACCIDENT TREND ANALYSIS

2005 - 2017

5

25

20

15

10

O5 O8O6 O7 13O9 11 121O 14

NUMBER OF PILOTS KILLED

12

19

10

16 1413

9

15

9

13

AVERAGE OVER PAST 10 YEARS   - 11! 

15

3

16

9

AVG. PAST 4 YEARS - 8.5!

17

6

PAST 3 YEARS - 6!

GAARMS REPORT 

FebrUARY 2018   

  By Fred Gibbs 

(Your guy in Flagstaff)  
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This year we plan to present the GAARMS VII program 4 times: at DVT, TUCSON, YUMA and 

PRESCOTT. Dates will be announced through the FAASAFETY.GOV notice process for registering. 

Stay tunedé 

 

2018 is off to a good start, with NO fatal accidents reported for January ï better than last year so far. 

If you plan to fly up to northern Arizona, be careful, watch the weather, and be sure to check NO-

TAMs, especially the FICON NOTAMS. FICON NOTAMs??  YUP, Field Condition NOTAMs that ad-

dress runway and taxiway conditionsé Remember black ice? Snow berms? Braking action reports? 

And it is cold up here. As I write this article, it is 16 

degrees outside!!! If you plan to remain overnight, 

will your airplane be frosted over by morning? En-

gine cold as a block of ice? Cold starts are really 

hard on engines, so are you well versed in cold 

start procedures? Oh, and by the way, we do not 

have any heated hangars available to overnight in, 

but the FBO can pre-heat your engine using their 

portable heaters to help you get started. And donôt 

forget to dress warm! 

As the instructor at the only flight school here in 

northern Arizona (north of Prescott, that is), I get to 

see and fly with a large variety of pilots, from zero 

hour new students to several thousand hour pilots for BFRôs and IPCôs. I spend time in many differ-

ent aircraft, from (under-powered) PA-28-140s and an occasional C150, 160hp C172s in the flight 

school and a lot of C177s, C182s and C210s, plus Bonanzas, Mooneys, a smattering of twins, an 

occasional taildragger, Cirruses, Cessna TTxs, and of course my Bellanca Super Viking. Variety is 

certainly the spice of life here! 

The variety and quality of pilot is also very, very interesting. Student pilots come in all varieties, from 

quick learners to, well, maybe this ainôt for you after all!! I get a lot of calls from out of the area for 

C172 checkouts from both new private pilots, as well as long time private pilots looking to fly up over 

the Grand Canyon. Unfortunately, I have to tell them that we do not allow our trainers over the 

Grand Canyon; it is company policy as well as 

a function of the complexity and sensitivity of 

the Grand Canyon special airspace. However, 

there are other things to see up here in north-

ern Arizona. The quality of some of the ñout of 

areaò pilots is mind boggling, to say the least. I 

encounter pilots who do not know how to lean, 

or use trim, canôt hold altitude within 300 feet 

for more than a few minutes, are scared of 

stalls, canôt stay on centerline, donôt know the 

difference between Vx and Vy, donôt use 

checklists, have no sense of procedure, and 

the list goes oné I even had an instrument rat-
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ed pilot show up needing another IPC, and 

when we talked about his last IPC, it was to-

tally bogus!!! He admitted the instructor had 

only required him do one approach, some air-

way navigation, a DME arc to the one ap-

proach and signed him off! Believe me, he 

could no more fly IFR than the man in the 

moon!!! Fortunately, he realized that, and that 

is why he showed up at my front door. 

What is happening to professionalism? 

Where is pride in performance? Of course not 

all of us are this way, but it takes effort to re-

main safe and professional. Good enough is 

NOT good enough when your life may de-

pend on being the best you can be when called upon! How is your knowledge level? Could you pass 

the 2 ï 2 1/2 hour private pilot oral? Ironically, you only need to pass the FAA written with a 70% 

passing grade (you can miss up to 18 questions and still pass) but on the oral, students can fail by 

missing 2 or 3 complex scenario questions. Can you expect a student pilot to be able to solve a 

comprehensive scenario problem with having NO experience yet? 

Oh well, I will just stick with my values until the day I hang it up, because I care enough to send the 

very best, umé, eré, I mean, I care enough to try to teach a professional way, teaching basic ñstick 

and rudderò skills, the art of map reading, pilotage, using VORs to navigate, knowing and under-

standing airspace and its requirements, being able to read and understand weather and NOTAMs, 

having procedures and processes for flying, and always striving for perfection in everything I (and 

you) do. I teach that none of us are perfect, but that all of us should always strive for perfection ï to 

try to make that perfect landing, to hold the heading and altitude right on, to be able to make the air-

plane hold a desired airspeed, and to NOT accept ñgood enoughò! Even when everything is going to 

S*#@*t, with apologies to Bob Hoover, ñNever give up flying! Use all of your skills and fly the damn 

thing all the way to the scene of the crash!ò (A controlled crash is much, much better and more sur-

vivable than an uncontrolled crash!) 

 

 SAFETY PROGRAMS: 

There are a lot of FAASTeam safety programs on the schedule over the next couple of months all 

around the state, so go to WWW.FAASAFETY.GOV and click on ñSeminarsò and check them out. 

You might find one that interests you. Should you desire a particular safety or educational program 

at your local airport or pilot meeting, like the BasicMed program or our ñWinter Wonderlandò snow 

season special, simply contact me directly at fredgibbs@azpilots.org, or call me at 410-206-3753. 

The Arizona Pilots Association provides these safety programs at no charge. We can also help you 

organize a program of your choice, and we can recommend programs that your pilot community 

might really like.  

Fɼeʋ 

mailto:fredgibbs@azpilots.org
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Donôt come to a safety program by 
yourself, but donôt just bring your 
old buddy who always comes with 
you. Bring someone new, and get 
your BFF to also bring someone 

new.  
We need you to help us expand our 
audience, to expand our reach, and 
to expand that ocean of faces. 

 
Statistics show that the folks hav-
ing accidents are the ones who 
donôt participate in the WINGS or 
safety programs, so help us reach 
out to those folks and pull them in. 

 

We never complain when a 
program runs out of chairs!!! 
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http://www.eaa179.org/route-66-tour/
http://laposada.org/
http://www.plazahotellvnm.com/
https://www.roadrunnerlodge.com/
http://www.themotelsafari.com/
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RSVP Today! 

http://orbis.org/
mailto:nate.morrissey@orbis.org?subject=Orbis%20Tour%20RSVP
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Mark, Stefanie, & the BLM DC TEAM in Phoenix 

!Lwt!wY b!a9 κ /hb¢!/¢ /L¢¸ IƻƳŜǎ κ ǎƛǘŜǎ w9![¢hw 

.ƛƎ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ tǊŜǎŎƻǧ мн   

   aƎǊΥ tŜǘŜǊ IŀǊǘƳŀƴ όфнуύ снс-тнлт       

/ŀǎǘƭŜ ²Ŝƭƭǎ  aƻǊǊƛǎǘƻǿƴ рκмл tŀǘ aƛƴŘǊǳǇ - ²9{¢ ¦{! wŜŀƭǘȅ  
    aƎǊΥ DŜǊŀƭŘ 5ŀCƻŜ  όумлύ рмс-фмнн     фну-стм-мрфт ǇŀǘϪǿƛŎƪŜƴōǳǊƎǇŀǘΦŎƻƳ  

9ŀƎƭŜ wƻƻǎǘ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ  !Ǝǳƛƭŀ ур κ ммр όр ŀŎǊŜ ƭƻǘǎύ tŀǘ aƛƴŘǊǳǇ - ²9{¢ ¦{! wŜŀƭǘȅ  
   aƎǊΥ WƻƘƴ DǊŜƛǎǎƛƴƎ  όфнуύ сур-опоо      фну-стм-мрфт ǇŀǘϪǿƛŎƪŜƴōǳǊƎǇŀǘΦŎƻƳ 

CƭȅƛƴƎ 5ƛŀƳƻƴŘ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ  ¢ǳŎǎƻƴ нлκфт   

   aƎǊΥ [ƻǳ /ƻƻƪ  όрнлύ офф-оутф       

CƭȅƛƴƎ W wŀƴŎƘ  tƛƳŀ нκ ну   

   aƎǊΥ IƻǿŀǊŘ WŜƴƪƛƴǎ  όфнуύ пур-фнлм       

IŀƴƎŀǊ IŀŎƛŜƴŘŀǎ  [ŀǾŜŜƴ оф ƭƻǘǎ ǿκǎŜǇ ǘŀȄƛ ǿŀȅǎ  
   aƎǊΥ  {Ŏƻǧ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ όслнύ онл-ноун      

IƛƎƘ aŜǎŀ !ƛǊ tŀǊƪ  {ŀũƻǊŘ κмф όнΦр ŀŎǊŜ ƭƻǘǎύ   

   aƎǊΥ tƘƛƭ 5ƛ.ŀǊǘƻƭŀ фну-пну-сумм       

LƴŘŜ aƻǘƻǊǎǇƻǊǘǎ wŀƴŎƘ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ ²ƛƭŎƻȄ пκф όм ŀŎǊŜ ƭƻǘǎύ ƻƴ   

   aƎǊΥ WƻƘƴ aŀōǊȅ όрнлύ оуп-лтфс   млл ŀŎǊŜǎ ǿκǊŀŎŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ   

LƴŘƛŀƴ Iƛƭƭǎ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ  {ŀƭƻƳŜ тр tŀǘ aƛƴŘǊǳǇ - ²9{¢ ¦{! wŜŀƭǘȅ  
   aƎǊΥ DŜǊǊȅ .ǊŜŜȅŜŀǊ όфнуύ фмс-лслу     фну-стм-мрфт ǇŀǘϪǿƛŎƪŜƴōǳǊƎǇŀǘΦŎƻƳ  

[ŀ /Ƙƻƭƭŀ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ hǊƻ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ мнн   

   aƎǊΥ [ŀǊǊȅ bŜǿƳŀƴ όрнлύ нфт-улфс       

aƻƎƻƭƭƻƴ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ  hǾŜǊƎŀŀǊŘ сл   

  !ŘƳƛƴΥ /ƘŜǊƛ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ όфнуύ рор-олтм       

aƻƴǘŜȊǳƳŀ IŜƛƎƘǘǎ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ  /ŀƳǇ ±ŜǊŘŜ поκпп   

   aƎǊΥ DƭŜƴ ¢ŜƴƴƛǎǿƻƻŘ όфнуύ нтп-мноо       

aƻǊŜǘƻƴ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ  ²ƛŎƪŜƴōǳǊƎ н tŀǘ aƛƴŘǊǳǇ - ²9{¢ ¦{! wŜŀƭǘȅ  
   aƎǊΥ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ YǊƻǇǇ όслнύ омр-лоно     фну-стм-мрфт ǇŀǘϪǿƛŎƪŜƴōǳǊƎǇŀǘΦŎƻƳ  

tŜƎŀǎǳǎ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ  vǳŜŜƴ /ǊŜŜƪ мрκпл 9Ǌƛƪ aŎ/ƻǊƳƛŎƪ - /ƘƻƛŎŜ hƴŜ tǊƻǇŜǊǝŜǎ 

   aƎǊΥ WŀŎƪ Ϫ мǎǘ {ǾŎ wŜǎ όпулύ фут-фопу     пул ууу соул  9ǊƛƪϪtƛƭƻǘŜȄǇŜŘƛǝƻƴǎΦŎƻƳ 

tƛƭƻǘϥǎ wŜǎǘ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ tŀǳƭŘŜƴ пκнр   

   wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΥ 5ŀǾŜ aŀƴǎƪŜǊ уму-нот-лллу       

wǳōȅ {ǘŀǊ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ  DǊŜŜƴ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ мо κ тп   

   aƎǊΥ ²ŜƴŘȅ aŀƎǊŀǎ όрнлύ птт-мроп       

±ŀƭƭŜȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀƎƭŜ ό{ŀƳǇƭŜȅΩǎύ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ !Ǝǳƛƭŀ ол tŀǘ aƛƴŘǊǳǇ - ²9{¢ ¦{! wŜŀƭǘȅ  
   aƎǊΥ WŜǊǊȅ ²ƛǘǎƪŜƴ όфнуύ сур-пурф     фну-стм-мрфт ǇŀǘϪǿƛŎƪŜƴōǳǊƎǇŀǘΦŎƻƳ 

{ƪȅǊŀƴŎƘ ŀǘ /ŀǊŜŦǊŜŜ  /ŀǊŜŦǊŜŜ нл 9Ǌƛƪ aŎ/ƻǊƳƛŎƪ - /ƘƻƛŎŜ hƴŜ tǊƻǇŜǊǝŜǎ 

   aƎǊΥ ¢ƻƳƳȅ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎƻƴ όпулύ пуу-ортм     пул ууу соул  9ǊƛƪϪtƛƭƻǘŜȄǇŜŘƛǝƻƴǎΦŎƻƳ 

{ǘŜƭƭŀǊ !ƛǊ tŀǊƪ  /ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊ фрκмлр 9Ǌƛƪ aŎ/ƻǊƳƛŎƪ - /ƘƻƛŎŜ hƴŜ tǊƻǇŜǊǝŜǎ 

   aƎǊΥ {w¦!Σ LƴŎΦ όпулύ нфр-нсуо     пул ууу соул  9ǊƛƪϪtƛƭƻǘŜȄǇŜŘƛǝƻƴǎΦŎƻƳ 

{ǳƴ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ  CƻǊǘ aƻƘŀǾŜ ррκмлт   

   aƎǊΥ WƛƳ [ŀƳōŜǊǘ όфнуύ тсу-рлфс       

¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ wƛŘƎŜ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ aƻǊǊƛǎǘƻǿƴ фκмп όƻƴ мсл ŀŎǊŜǎύ tŀǘ aƛƴŘǊǳǇ - ²9{¢ ¦{! wŜŀƭǘȅ  
   WƻƘƴ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ ƧŀƴŘŜǊǎƻƴтнƧϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ     фну-стм-мрфт ǇŀǘϪǿƛŎƪŜƴōǳǊƎǇŀǘΦŎƻƳ 

¢ǊƛŀƴƎƭŜ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ ²ƘƛǘŜ Iƛƭƭǎ ммр ŀŎǊŜǎ   

   aƎǊΥ ²ŀƭǘ {ǘƻǳǘ όтлнύ нлн-фурм        

¢ǿƛƴ Iŀǿƪǎ  aŀǊŀƴŀ нκпл όп ŀŎǊŜ ƭƻǘǎύ   

   aƎǊΥ ¢ƛƳ .ƭƻǿŜǊǎ όрнлύ опф-тстт   ƻƴ мрр ŀŎǊŜǎ   

²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ {ƪȅ {ŀƭƻƳŜ ŀƭƭ нлл ŀŎǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜ tŀǘ aƛƴŘǊǳǇ - ²9{¢ ¦{! wŜŀƭǘȅ  
   aƎǊΥ aǊΦ IŀǳŜǊ όуттύ нур-лссн      фну-стм-мрфт ǇŀǘϪǿƛŎƪŜƴōǳǊƎǇŀǘΦŎƻƳ 

²ƘŜǘǎǘƻƴŜ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ  ²ƘŜǘǎǘƻƴŜ р κ мн   

   aƎǊΥ .Ǌƛŀƴ ¦ƭƳŜǊ όрнлύ прс-лпуо       

mailto:pat@wickenburgpat.com
mailto:pat@wickenburgpat.com
mailto:pat@wickenburgpat.com
mailto:pat@wickenburgpat.com
mailto:Erik@Pilotexpeditions.com
mailto:pat@wickenburgpat.com
mailto:Erik@Pilotexpeditions.com
mailto:Erik@Pilotexpeditions.com
mailto:pat@wickenburgpat.com
mailto:pat@wickenburgpat.com
http://www.wickenburgpat.com/
https://www.pilotexpedition.com/Home-and-Hangar-Aviation-Real-Estate-Connection
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tƭŜŀǎŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ 
ǿǿǿΦŀȊǇƛƭƻǘǎΦƻǊƎ ! ƎǊŜŀǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ !t!Ωǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘŀǘŜΣ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜŘ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊǎΣ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ !t!Ωǎ Ŏƻƴǝƴπ
ǳƻǳǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƻǊǎΣ ŀ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ƻŦ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ƳƻǊŜΦ 
!t! ƛǎ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ Ǌǳƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴΦ  Lǘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜǎ ƻƴ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŘǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜΦ {ǘŜŦŀƴƛŜ {ǇŜƴπ
ŎŜǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƻƴ ŀ Ŏƻƴǝƴǳƻǳǎ ōŀǎƛǎΦ  
9Ƴŀƛƭ {ǘŜŦŀƴƛŜ ŀǘΥ   

 ²ŜōƳŀǎǘŜǊϪ!½tƛƭƻǘǎΦƻǊƎ 
 

.Å×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ #ÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÏÒÓ 
!ǊǝŎƭŜ 5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ 

нлǘƘ  9ŘƛǘƻǊ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜŀƳ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ 

нрǘƘ  !ǳǘƘƻǊǎ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜƳŜƴǘǎ 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ŜŘƛǘƻǊΣ /ŀǘƘȅ tŀǊŀŘŜŜΥ 

ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊϪ!½tƛƭƻǘǎΦƻǊƎ 

CƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿŀƴǝƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿǊƛǝƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŬƭŜ 
ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǇǝƻƴǎ όǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŬƭŜǎύΦ  ¢ƘŜ !t!  ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀΦ  {ǳōƧŜŎǘ ƳŀǧŜǊ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŀƴƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƻǊȅ 
ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ όƻǊ ƻƭŘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎύ ǘƻ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΦ  hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ 
!t! ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ǇƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ !ǊƛȊƻπ
ƴŀΩǎ Ǉƛƭƻǘǎ ƻǊ ƛǘǎ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘǎΦ 

bŜǿ Ǉƛƭƻǘǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘΗ ²ǊƛǘŜǊǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘΗ 
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