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Wʮlc˛ɵʍ ˛nɨʍ agˉ˔ʘ tʙ ˁɯʍ Aˠʒz˛nʆ Pʳʕᴆʟ 

Aɽsoˌiaˢi˛ʘ m˛nˁʲ˗ʦ ɶˏwˀɳʍᴝˏʞ.  

Weôve had another month of awesome flying weather and activi-

ties, with April promising to be even better.  You will find a number 

of great stories and articles by our members and directors again 

this month. Donôt hesitate to send us some of your experiences 

that fellow pilots and enthusiasts may find interesting! A good pilot 

is always learning, and learning from other pilots is invaluable.  

Fred Gibbs is conducting a GAARMS (General Aviation Accident 

Review and Mitigation Symposium) series this month. These symposiums review fatal accidents that 

have occurred around Arizona giving us some good insight on how we may improve aviation safety.  

We have been very fortunate so far this year with no fatal general aviation accidents, as you will find 

out in Jim Timmôs reports. The APA works closely with the FAASTeam by providing safety seminars 

statewide to help pilots with everything from how to use ForeFlight to backcountry camping and 

weight and balance. Our scholarship program is going very well thanks to the scholarship committee 

who are continuing to enhance and expand the program.   

Have Fun, Fly Safe, 
T˛m˙ʦ 

Presidentôs Report  

Hangars for Sale 
SkyRanch at Carefree ñ www.skyranchcarefree.com 

480 488-3571 ñ Hangars for Sale or Lease 

 

A big thank you to our  

Corporate Sponsor! 

http://www.skyranchcarefree.com
https://skyranchcarefree.com/for-salelease/
http://www.caeoaa.com/phoenix/
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Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð April 2018 

 
Spring is in full swing, and the flying weather has been generally 

pretty good thus far. With some daytime temperatures already in 

the 90ôs, and the increased number of bugs that come with that, 

Iôve already been finding my windshield spattered with an una-

voidable bug or two. Spring is here, or Iôve just been flying too 

low. With some of the windy days weôve had, nowôs the time to 

get out there and brush up on those crosswind landing tech-

niques, and in doing so, please donôt wind up on the ñLoss Of 

Control Landingò accident list. So, letôs get out, face the chal-

lenge, and go flying. 

Speaking of flying too low, perhaps you may remember my commenting last January on the prob-

lem of residents in a northeast area of the valley complaining about small aircraft overflights. Folks 

on the ground are using ADS-B out information and various other questionable means of acquiring 

aircraft identification and altitude, and then having an attorney send out letters threatening possible 

FAA action against pilots that are allegedly flying too low. The problem is not going away by any 

means. The flight schools and pilots flying in the general area north of Dynamite Rd. and east of 

Scottsdale Rd. to the Verde River have been receiving these letters in increasing numbers. A very 

active APA member, and Aviation Safety Advisory Group (ASAG) member, has been closely moni-

toring the issue, and offered the following observations, and suggestions. 

ñWithin the past year, the flight schools operating out of our local airports around the 

valley have been receiving letters from lawyers representing clients around the area 

we know as the Northeast practice area. This area is roughly north of Dynamite Road 

and east of Scottsdale Road to the Verde River.  The people lodging the complaints 

are using ADS-B data from programs such as Flight Aware and others available on 

the web to emphasize their objections to aircraft flying in what they perceive to be an 

unsafe and reckless manner.  They have even gone so far as to hire an investigator 

whose sole job is to track aircraft, measure their altitudes, and collect the data; for 

what reason we are not sure.  While this area is certainly not what many pilots, nor 

the FAA, consider a highly/densely populated area, it is increasingly being developed 

with large homes and horse properties.  Many of these people do not appreciate air-

craft performing what they perceive as reckless maneuvers, 

but to instructors, students, and other pilots they are a nor-

mal part of flight and flight training.  Simple maneuvers, such 

as practicing simulated engine failures over what may look 

like a good emergency landing location, are not perceived 

as safe by those uninitiated to aviation. The APA, FAA, Ari-

zona Flight Training Working Group, and the FAA Safety 

Team are beginning to try to establish a conversation with 

these individuals, but in the meantime, it would benefit all of 
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us to be mindful of where we performing our prac-

tice maneuvers.  Make sure you are in compliance 

with Airman Certification Standards and FARs, and 

please encourage your fellow pilots to avoid flying in 

this area in ways that might further antagonize these 

individuals.  We donôt need reports of low level buzz 

jobs.  Not here or anywhere.ò 

Because the homeowners in the affected area have been 

receiving significantly flawed aviation information from their 

non-aviation savvy attorney, your APA team is working on the issue and attempting to reach out to 

the concerned residents, attempting to facilitate a ñtown hallò type of meeting with some of the very 

concerned homeowners and safety officers from the schools to determine what can be done to help 

mitigate the perceived risk. We will keep you informed as the process continues. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

The FAA will discontinue the Direct User Access Terminal Service (DUATS II) Program effec-

tive May 16, 2018. Internet services, including access to weather and aeronautical information, flight 

plan filing, and automated services will remain available at no charge to pilots 

at www.1800wxbrief.com. To continue to receive free services, users are encouraged to register 

with www.1800wxbrief.com. Over the next 60 days, the FAA will work with current DUATS II provid-

ers on transition activities, including conducting pilot outreach, and provide assistance to users mak-

ing the change. 

Be advised that Boeing is still conducting heavy lift test operations in the area around Gateway Air-

port (IWA) with H-47 Chinook helicopters. Continue to be alert, and use caution. 

Falcon Field (FFZ) is replacing their runway and taxiway lights with LEDs.  Runway 4L/22R (the 

north runway) will be closed to all aircraft operations beginning Monday, April 2, 2018, 

from 8:00pm (local) to 6:00am (local) for approximately 18-21 nights. The runway, 4L/22R, will be 

open for normal operations each day between the hours of 6:01am (local) and 7:59pm (local). Run-

way 4R/22L shall remain open at all times. Be sure to always check FFZ NOTAMS for possible 

changes. 

Deer Valley Airport (DVT) also has construction projects underway. So watch for NOTAMS and use 

caution. 

In other words, before taking off, always be 

sure to check for NOTAMS at your destina-

tion airport so you donôt have an unexpected 

surprise awaiting you. With the cooler weath-

er, many of the airports around the state still 

have construction projects under way, or pos-

sibly an open house. So always fly informed. 

In the past reporting period there were five 

last minute notices received for GPS Interfer-

ence testing going on that could have impact-

http://www.1800wxbrief.com/
http://www.1800wxbrief.com/
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ed flight operations in Arizona. Again, if you encounter an unexplained interruption in GPS naviga-

tion lasting several minutes, inform ATC with the time, date, and location of signal loss.   

Flight safety this last reporting period has been very good with the NTSB only reporting two acci-

dents in Arizona. The preliminary reports of these accidents were not released by the NTSB, thus 

indicating the accidents were most likely minor in nature with the injuries, if any, most likely minor in 

nature also. See my March Aviation Accident Summary for available details. 

APA continues to work with various airports around the state, providing the pilot and aircraft ownerôs 

perspective in the process of updating their Airport Master Plans. The list of airports that APA is cur-

rently working with are Falcon Field (FFZ), Superior Municipal Airport (E81), Sedona Airport (SEZ), 

Flagstaff (FLG), and Grand Canyon Airport (GCN). 

 

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO GO FOR BREAKFAST: 

¶ The fly in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport (P08) is 

on the first Saturday of the month. 

¶ The Falcon Field EAA Warbirds Squadron fly in breakfast 

and car show is on the third Saturday of the month.  

¶ The Benson (E95) Breakfast is postponed until July 21
st
. 

¶ Also on the third Saturday, around noon, a lunch is made 

available by APA at the USFS Grapevine Airstrip (88AZ) 

next to Roosevelt Lake. $8 per person donation encour-

aged. 

¶ The last Saturday of the month there is a fly in breakfast at 

Casa Grande Municipal Airport (CGZ). The Airportôs restaurant, Foxtrot Cafe, operating in the 

Terminal Building, is open 6:30am to 2:00pm Monday thru Saturday. On the last Saturday of the 

month they have a ñFly in Breakfast Specialò available on the menu; the price for adults is $8 and 

kids $5.  

¶ The Tucson Airport Authority has completed the renovation of the restaurant at Ryan Field, and 

itôs now open under the name of Richieôs Cafe. The hours are 6:00 am to 2:00 pm doing break-

fast and lunch daily.  

 

 
Check with the APA Getaway Flights program and 

online calendar for fun weekend places to fly. 

http://azpilots.org/jcalendar/month.calendar/2018/02/01/-
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By Mark Spencer  

Thanks to Representative Todd Clodfelter, District 10 in the Tucson area, 

we had our third successful General Aviation Caucus meeting in Phoenix 

on Tuesday March, 20th at the state legislature building.  

On the agenda were two presentations: the first was by Adam Hawkins 

from Global External Relations, and the second was by Michael Racey, representing the Arizona Air-

ports Association. Transportation Committee Chairman Noel Campbell,  Representatives Travis 

Grantham of District  12, East Valley, and  Bob Thorpe of District 6, Flagstaff, also attended. 

Mr. Hawkinsô presentation  centered around the aerospace industry in Arizona making it fifth in the 

country, as far as states go. He stressed that legislative policy was important to this industry and 

used the example of UAS testing being done at Benson, E95. Arizonaôs climate, and relatively open 

airspace, makes it an ideal state for growth in aerospace testing. 

Arizona Legislature GA Caucus 
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A Few Words About Safety 
Denny Granquist 

 

ñSounds and feel are more important than numbers.ò 
 

ñI use IFR (I follow roads) procedures in the mountains.ò  

Mˉʿʔ 

Mr. Racey  discussed protecting and enhancing Arizonaôs Airport Improvement Program, and also 

discussed the frequent raiding of the stateôs aviation tax fund by the Governor. He spent some time 

educating all of us on how and why this happens, and the reasons it is difficult to stop this practice. 

At times these funds have been swept into the general fund, with no regard for airport projects that 

had already begun, leaving these airports unable to complete projects that were already started, for 

lack of the funds necessary to gain the FAA airport improvement match funds that can reach as 

much as 95% of a projectôs cost.  

He made the following points to the legislators: 

¶ We must all remain very active to insure the fund does not continue to be swept. 

¶ We have amazing environmental and airspace conditions to build Arizonaôs aviation related 

economy. 

¶ Well maintained airports are necessary to attract new businesses to rural areas 

¶ Legislative support is essential to help and protect our airports. 

One challenge the aviation community has in the stateôs budgeting process is the lack of under-

standing that the general public and many legislators have for aviation, especially the positive effects 

that GA and rural airports have in our stateôs economy. With only a few legislators being pilots in our 

legislature, we are lacking knowledge and support from within. The only current pilots running for re-

election are Tod Clodfelter, Travis Grantham, Noel Campbell, and Eddie Farnsworth, in the house, 

and no senators as far as we know. We donôt advocate for any specific candidate or candidates, but 

it certainly would be helpful to have more legislators that are knowledgeable in aviation. 

Thereôs not been an agenda published for the next GA Caucus, but if anyone is interested in attend-

ing with me, please feel free to reach out. 
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April Aviation Accident Summary 
by Jim Timm 

 
The following are NTSB reports of aviation accidents that have occurred in Arizona from late Febru-

ary through late March. The Arizona Pilots Association uses this detailed accident information to de-

velop safety programs and briefings that will help pilots learn from the mistakes being made by oth-

ers, and then hopefully they will take the action necessary to prevent similar accidents from happen-

ing to them. 

This reporting period has been very good in that the number of accidents were down with only two 

accidents being reported by the NTSB, and the good news is that none of them involved fatalities. In 

this reporting period, the NTSB released the final reports on four accidents that occurred last 

year. These were the Cessna 210 accident near Payson, the T51 accident at Chandler, the Cavalon 

Autogyro accident at Casa Grande, and the Eurocopter AS350 accident near Santa Rosa. These 

four accidents and two from this reporting period are contained in this report. 

Unfortunately, there are still eight reported accidents that the NTSB has not yet published the de-

tailed preliminary reports as of this date. These reports are from both 2017 and 2018. 

Everyone out there, please continue to fly safely, help keep these accident reports small, and donôt 

get hurt. 

 

THE FOLLOWING ARE THE FOUR ACCIDENTS THAT OCCURRED IN PREVIOUS REPORTING 

PERIODS  

Accident Date: Monday, January 2, 2017 

Final Report Dated: 3/14/2018 

Title 14 CFR Part 91 

Location: Payson 

Aircraft Type: Cessna T210K 

Injuries: 4 Fatal 

CONTROLLED FLIGHT INTO TERRAIN / VFR 

FLIGHT INTO IMC CONDITIONS 

The Cessna T210K was destroyed after it collid-

ed with mountainous terrain near Payson, Arizo-

na. The flight departed Scottsdale Airport (SDL) 

at 0912 and was destined for Telluride, Colora-

do. 

Analysis 

The non-instrument-rated private pilot departed 

his home airport with three family members on a 

cross-country visual flight rules (VFR) flight over 

mountainous terrain. The forecasted weather 

conditions called for instrument meteorological 

conditions (IMC) and mountain obscuration due 

to clouds, precipitation, and mist along the route 

of flight and at the accident site. The co-owner of 

the airplane, who held an instrument rating, had 

reviewed the pilot's flight plan and the forecast 

weather conditions two days before the accident 

and informed the pilot that he should drive to his 

destination as the weather would not allow for 

VFR flight. However, the pilot elected to proceed 

with the flight contrary to the co-owner's recom-

mendation. The pilot entered the flight route into 

the ForeFlight mobile application but did not re-

ceive any weather briefings from flight service or 

the mobile application before departure. GPS 

data recovered from an electronic display device 

installed in the airplane showed that the airplane 

departed, entered a climb on a northerly head-

ing, and maintained this direction for the remain-

der of the flight. After the airplane reached a 

peak altitude of about 8,000 ft above mean sea 

level (msl), it descended to 7,000 ft msl and then 
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gradually descended to about 6,000 ft msl, 

where it remained until near the end of the flight. 

The airplane subsequently impacted the tops of 

trees on the rising face of a cliff about 6,600 ft 

msl. The orientation and length of the wreckage 

path were consistent with a controlled flight into 

terrain impact. Track data from the GPS showed 

that the airplane maintained a straight course 

after its departure all the way to the mountain 

rim, which had a published elevation between 

6,700 feet msl and 8,000 feet msl. Post-accident 

examination of the airplane revealed no evi-

dence of any pre impact mechanical malfunc-

tions or failures. 

Although the autopilot switch was found in the 

"ON" position at the accident site, the autopilot 

was likely not engaged as the airplane's ground 

track and altitude varied, consistent with the pilot 

hand flying the airplane. 

A weather study revealed that the airplane de-

parted in visual meteorological conditions (VMC) 

and likely entered a combination of VMC and 

IMC after it climbed above 7,000 ft. Minutes lat-

er, the airplane encountered IMC and did not re-

turn to VMC for the remainder of the flight. The 

pilot's descent from 8,000 ft to 7,000 ft and then 

to 6,000 ft, occurred after the airplane entered 

IMC and indicates that he may have been at-

tempting to return to VMC by descending, but 

was unsuccessful. Upon encountering IMC, the 

pilot could have turned around and returned to 

VMC, but he elected to continue and descend 

about 750 feet below the lowest peak terrain ele-

vation in the area. The airplane's altitude in-

creased rapidly by about 500 ft just seconds be-

fore the airplane impacted terrain suggesting 

that the pilot may have been alerted by the 

onboard terrain awareness warning system, 

which had been successfully tested by the co-

owner, or observed the terrain and maneuvered 

to avoid the impact.  

Probable Cause and Findings 

The National Transportation Safety Board deter-

mines the probable cause(s) of this accident to 

be: The non-instrument-rated pilot's improper 

decisions to begin and to continue a flight under 

visual flight rules into instrument meteorological 

conditions, which resulted in controlled flight into 

terrain. 

 

Accident Date: Monday, October 28, 2017 

Factual Report Dated: 3/15/2018 

Title 14 CFR Part 91 

Location: Chandler 

Aircraft Type: Titan T51 

Injuries: 1 Uninjured 

POWER LOSS ON APPROACH (CFIT) 

The pilot reported that while on final approach, 

after passing over the airport perimeter fence, 

the engine lost power. The airplane had a high 

rate of descent, impacted the ground about 100 

ft from the approach end of the runway, and slid 

to a stop about three feet from the runway 

threshold. 

During the post-accident examination, it was 

found that the instrument panel layout had the 

flap position buttons adjacent to the unguarded 

engine control switches. The pilot reported that 

while on final approach, he inadvertently made 

contact with the engine control unit (ECU) toggle 

switch while he was positioning the flaps, which 

shut the engine down. Engine download data 

indicated that the ECU was turned off while on 

short final. 

The fuselage and inboard wing spar structure 

were substantially damaged. 

The pilot reported that there were no pre-

accident mechanical failures or malfunctions with 

the airframe or engine that would have preclud-

ed normal operation. 

 

Accident Date: Saturday, November 18, 2017 

Factual Report Dated: 2/21/2018 

Title 14 CFR Part 91 

Location: Casa Grande 

Aircraft Type: Autogyro Cavalon 

Injuries: 2 Minor 

LOSS OF CONTROL ON GROUND 

The pilot reported that, during landing, the right 
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wheel touched down first on the runway, and the 

gyroplane veered to the right. He added that, the 

"aircraft bounced from one wheel to the other" 

multiple times until the main rotor blade struck 

the runway. The gyroplane then rolled to the 

right, slid off the runway, and came to rest on its 

left side. A post-crash fire ignited in the engine 

compartment and consumed the gyroplane. The 

gyroplane was destroyed. The pilot reported that 

there were no pre accident mechanical failures 

or malfunctions with the gyroplane that would 

have precluded normal operation.  

Probable Cause and Findings: 

The National Transportation Safety Board deter-

mines the probable cause(s) of this accident to 

be: The pilot's improper landing flare, which re-

sulted in loss of directional control and a subse-

quent runway excursion. 

 

Accident Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2017 

Factual Report Dated: 3/14/2018 

Title 14 CFR Part 91 

Location: Santa Rosa 

Aircraft Type: Eurocopter AS 350 

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

HARD LANDING 

The pilot reported that, while landing off airport, 

the helicopter landed slightly harder than normal. 

The pilot flew the helicopter back to the airport 

without further incident. A post-accident exami-

nation revealed that the helicopter had sustained 

substantial damage to the tail boom. The pilot 

reported that there were no pre accident me-

chanical failures or malfunctions with the heli-

copter that would have precluded normal opera-

tion.  

Probable Cause and Findings:  

The National Transportation Safety Board deter-

mines the probable cause(s) of this accident to 

be: The pilot's improper landing flare, which re-

sulted in a hard landing.  

THE FOLLOWING TWO ACCIDENTS 

HAD OCCURRED IN THE PAST RE-

PORTING PERIOD 

Accident Date: Friday, February 23, 2018 

Report Dated: 3/1/18 Preliminary Report 

Title 14 CFR Part 91  

Location: Show Low 

Aircraft Type: Cessna 172 

Injuries: UNK 

The NTSB has not released any details oth-

er than the above information. 

 

 

Accident Date: Monday, March 12, 2018 

Report Dated: 3/13/18 Preliminary Report 

Title 14 CFR Part 91  

Location: Green Valley 

Aircraft Type: Cessna 172 

Injuries: UNK 

The NTSB has not released any details oth-

er than the above information. 

https://www.pilotexpedition.com/Home-and-Hangar-Aviation-Real-Estate-Connection

