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A˥iat˛rʟ ˉnʋ ˉ˥iaˢi˛ʘ ˏnˁ˓uˡiastʟ,  

I hope this issue of the Arizona Pilots Association monthly newslet-

ter finds you all safe with your aviation activities. The winds last 

month have put a damper on some of our flying fun, but has still 

afforded us some good flying. Grapevine and Double Circle hosted 

a number of folks.  The general aviation safety activity was going 

really well until an extremely unfortunate accident that took the 

lives of six young people. With the warmer weather approaching, 

don't forget to give your airplane performance capabilities a good 

review. Density altitude can ruin your whole day. 

 

Have Fun, Fly Safe, 

T˛m˙ʦ 

Presidentôs Report  

Hangars for Sale 
SkyRanch at Carefree ñ www.skyranchcarefree.com 

480 488-3571 ñ Hangars for Sale or Lease 

 

A big thank you to our  

Corporate Sponsor! 

http://www.skyranchcarefree.com
https://skyranchcarefree.com/for-salelease/
http://www.caeoaa.com/phoenix/
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Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð May 2018 

 
In case you havenôt noticed, summer is knocking on our door, 

and Iôm not all that keen on the idea of having to get up so early 

if I want smooth flying conditions. At least we can get some fly-

ing in without encountering all the adverse weather conditions 

some other pilots have to contend with in other parts of the 

country. Thatôs one benefit of living in Arizona, and itôs great. 

Do your records say you are fit to fly? For those that are partici-

pating in the new BasicMed program, there are a number of 

dates that must be tracked, not a single event like when you 

had a class three medical. To ensure uninterrupted compliance 

with BasicMed, pilots must complete the required comprehensive medical examination and online 

medical education course within the required and differently calculated time periods. For an airman 

to act as PIC under BasicMed rules, within the previous 48 months he or she must have received a 

physical examination by a state-licensed physician who followed and completed the FAAôs com-

prehensive medical examination checklist, while the airman must have completed the online 

course within the previous 24 calendar months.  

Careful attention must be paid to when the different components of BasicMed lapse and must be 

completed again. For example, an airman completing the BasicMed checklist and physical exam 

on May 10, 2017, and the online course on May 20, 2017, 

would be able to operate under BasicMed through May 31, 

2019(24 calendar months after the online course was com-

pleted). If the airman then completes the online course again 

on May 31, 2019, then he or she would be able to continue 

operating under BasicMed until May 10, 2021 (NOT May 31, 

2021) because 48 months have passed since the physical 

exam. Completing a new checklist and exam on May 11, 

2021 would allow the pilot to operate under BasicMed un-

til May 31, 2021, at which time another online course would 

be required. 

To play it safe, it would appear to be advisable to set smartphone or other calendar reminders to 

help keep the applicable expiration days straight. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

Fortunately our congress in Washington is working on preparing much needed legislation for long 

term funding for the FAA, rather than the usual very short term ñstop gapò type of funding as in the 

past, and without ATC privatization. Well guess what, Rep. Bill Shuster, R-PA., attempted to attach 

an amendment to the new funding bill calling for the creation of an ñadvisory councilò for ATC and 

to be controlled by the Department of Transpiration (DOT), a plan much like the earlier privatization 



 п 

 

plan, only even worse. Washington got inundated 

with calls in protest and Shuster backed down and 

removed his amendment, fortunately. This is the 

same guy who proposed the original privatization 

plan and after the very significant opposition, can-

celed his privatization plan and said he would not re-

introduce it again. Guess what, there it was, repack-

aged and tried again. Itôs obvious that some politi-

cians absolutely cannot be trusted, and I think they all 

require careful supervision. I guess the bottom line is 

that ATC privatization will never be a dead issue and we should be very wary until the final FAA 

Reauthorization Bill is finally passed by the legislature. (NOTE: a five year FAA funding bill without 

privatization language passed the House late April on a 393-13 vote). 

The flight schools and some pilots are still getting threatening letters from a law firm representing 

some of the homeowners in the northeast practice area, in the general area north of Dynamite Rd. 

east of Scottsdale Rd. to the Verde River. Unfortunately, there are some homeowners that are very 

anti small airplane and refuse to accept an airplane flying over them at any altitude, but APA sus-

pects there are many that are willing to talk and find a reasonable solution. To that end, the APA is 

planning to hold a BBQ and ñtown hallò type meeting with some of the residents and flight school 

safety officers to find a way to mitigate the perceived problem. 

The FAA issued a notice on April 24, 2018, outlining a change in policy regarding testing applicants 

for a commercial pilot or flight instructor certificate. The revised policy no longer requires applicants 

for a commercial pilot certificate with an airplane single-engine rating to provide a complex or turbine

-powered airplane for the associated practical test, and no longer requires applicants for a flight in-

structor certificate with an airplane single-engine rating to provide a complex airplane for the practi-

cal test. 

In case you missed it, the FAA is still planning to discontinue the Direct User Access Terminal Ser-

vice (DUATS II) Program, effective May 16, 2018. Internet services, including access to weather and 

aeronautical information, flight plan filing and automated services will remain available at no charge 

to pilots at www.1800wxbrief.com. To continue to receive free services, users are encouraged to 

register with www.1800wxbrief.com.  

Falcon Field (FFZ) 

is replacing their 

runway and taxiway 

lights with LED 

lights and upgrading 

the associated wir-

ing. Between now 

and the end of June, 

either the north or 

south runway may 

be closed, one at a 

time, to accomplish 

http://www.1800wxbrief.com/
http://www.1800wxbrief.com/


 р 

 

the task, and the work is in progress only at 

night to minimize the impact on flight opera-

tions. Normal daylight operations will not be 

impacted by the project. Check FFZ NO-

TAMS for hours of runway closure. NOTE, 

during the month of May, use caution taxing 

on the ramp areas as there will be trenching 

crossing some of the ramp taxiways. Check 

airport notices as this trenching activity IS 

NOT covered in a NOTAM because the ac-

tivity is not located in the flight operations 

area of the airport. Check airport tenant no-

tices, and watch for flagmen and barri-

cades.  

Deer Valley Airport (DVT) also has a run up area construction project underway, so check DVT NO-

TAMS and use caution. 

In other words, before taking off, always be sure to check for NOTAMS at your destination airport so 

you donôt have an unexpected surprise awaiting you. Many of the airports around the state have sig-

nificant construction projects under way, or possibly an open house. So always fly informed. 

Continuing the trend, in the past reporting period there were again several last minute notices re-

ceived for GPS Interference testing going on, and some of it could have very likely impacted flight 

operations in Arizona. Again, if you encounter an unexplained interruption in GPS navigation lasting 

several minutes, inform ATC with the time, date, and location of signal loss.  

Flight safety this last reporting period has not been very good with the NTSB reporting eight acci-

dents in Arizona, with one of them resulting in six fatalities. The preliminary reports of the other sev-

en accidents were not released by the NTSB, thus indicating the accidents were most likely minor in 

nature, and with the injuries, if any, minor in nature also. See my May Aviation Accident Summary 

for available details of these accidents and others. 

As you are aware APA is working with several airports around the state to update their Airport Mas-

ter Plans. The FAA requires these master plans 

to be updated on a regular basis if the airport is 

to continue receiving federal funding for improve-

ments and maintenance. The following is a brief 

description of how the master plan update oc-

curs. The preparation for the master plan update 

includes a technical effort to establish the role of 

the airport, forecast potential aviation demand, 

establish airside and landside facility needs, and 

evaluate options for improving the airport to 

meet those facility needs. The planning process 

includes the preparation of phase progress re-

ports that are presented to a Planning Advisory 

Committee (PAC). The PAC is comprised of 
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stakeholders/constituents 

with an investment or inter-

est in the Airport and sur-

rounding area. This diverse 

group provides extremely 

valuable input into the Mas-

ter Plan. Additionally, a se-

ries of Public Information 

Workshops are conducted 

as part of the planning pro-

cess, thus providing the 

public an opportunity to be 

involved and educated 

about the study. Currently, 

APA is assisting; Falcon 

Field (FFZ), Superior Mu-

nicipal Airport (E81), Sedo-

na Airport (SEZ), Flagstaff (FLG), and Grand Canyon Airport (GCN) airports in their Master Plan up-

date process, providing the pilot and aircraft ownerôs perspective. 

 

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO GO FOR BREAKFAST: 

NOTE: This is the last fly-in for the season for many of these fly-ins, summer is fast upon us! 

¶ The fly in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport (P08), is on the first Saturday of the month. 

¶ The Falcon Field EAA Warbirds Squadron fly in breakfast and car show is on the third Saturday 

of the month.  

¶ Also on the third Saturday, around noon, a lunch is made available by APA at the USFS Grape-

vine Airstrip (88AZ) next to Roosevelt Lake. $8 per person donation encouraged. 

¶ The last Saturday of the month there is a fly in breakfast at Casa Grande Municipal Airport 

(CGZ). The Airportôs restaurant, Foxtrot Cafe, operating in the Terminal Building, is open 6:30am 

to 2:00pm Monday thru Saturday. On the last Saturday of the month they have a ñFly in Break-

fast Specialò available on the menu; the price for adults is $8 and kids $5.  

¶ The Tucson Airport Authority has completed the renovation of the restaurant at Ryan Field, and 

itôs now open under the name of Richieôs Cafe. The hours are 6:00 am to 2:00 pm doing break-

fast and lunch daily.  

 

 
Check with the APA Getaway Flights program and 

online calendar for fun weekend places to fly. 

http://azpilots.org/jcalendar/month.calendar/2018/02/01/-
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By Mark Spencer  

The Spring backcountry fly in season is nearly over, but come out and en-

joy one of our last two events. Itôs Grapevine (88AZ) May 18th through 

20th, which is our last hosted Grapevine event until fall. 

To end the season, on Memorial Day weekend weôll be at Pleasant Valley 

(24AZ) just outside of the quaint little town of Young. This will be a very special weekend with plenty 

of activities, so be sure to check it out on our calendar and let us know if you are interested in a par-

ticular activity. Remember, there are hotels in Young! 

This monthôs Double Circle event was a real treat for attendees as the weather turned out to be ide-

al. The Rattlesnake fire was also pretty well contained and smoke was non existent as there was a 

modest wind from the south. Some folks flew as far as from ABQ to spend just a few hours with us, 

and we ere joined 

by four turkey 

hunters from Tuc-

son and Chandler 

as thy utilized the 

lodge along side 

pilots. Local 

rancher Darcy Ely 

was kind enough 

to provide her grill 

and picnic tables 

once again, and 

graced us with a 

good visit, dis-

cussing the area 

and challenges of 

ranching. 

It took only a cou-

ple volunteers to 

clean up some brush encroaching at the north end of he strip, and two Cherokee 180ôs were among 

the visiting aircraft. 

The Double Circle ponies also made a showing, two of the friendliest horses in town! They are not 

afraid of aircraft, so watch out for them! We also witnessed deer and elk over the weekend. This is 

such a special place! Watch for a fall work party at the old ranch. We need maintenance on some 

items in the lodge and volunteering is one of the best ways to show your appreciation for this site! 

Please note that all of our airstrips on USFS lands are under Stage 2 Fire Restrictions, no open fires 

of any kind other than gas and no smoking! 

 

Double Circle Fly In & Camp 

http://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2018/05/25/52455/-/pleasant-valley-young-az-backcountry-fly-in
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/coconino/home/?cid=stelprdb5423784#stageII
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Grapevine 88AZ: 

May 18-20 

Pleasant Valley 24AZ: 

May 25-27 Memorial Day 
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http://aftw.org/
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May Aviation Accident Summary 
by Jim Timm 

 
The following are NTSB reports of aviation accidents that have occurred in Arizona from late March 

thru late April. The Arizona Pilots Association uses this detailed accident information to develop 

safety programs and briefings that will help pilots learn from the mistakes being made by others, and 

then hopefully they will take the action necessary to prevent similar accidents from happening to 

them. 

This reporting period has really taken a turn for the worst from a flight safety standpoint, given the 

number of accidents and number of fatalities. There were eight accidents reported by the NTSB with 

one of them resulting in six fatalities. This fatal accident should be carefully examined, and we em-

phasize that every pilot must be aware of our aircraftôs limitations regarding takeoff gross weight and 

center of gravity limits and to not exceed them, as the results could possibly be fatal.  

The other seven of the reported accidents did not have detailed reports available for publication. 

They apparently may have been relatively minor in nature and may not have incurred serious inju-

ries, if any at all. Based on personal information, two of the seven accidents were the result of pilots 

not using proper care while taxing and striking ground obstructions with a wing. Remember, always 

maintain situational awareness not only in the air, but on the ground also! 

So far this year, the NTSB has reported that there have been fifteen accidents in Arizona, and unfor-

tunately, nine of these accidents still do not have detailed accident reports released for examination. 

This makes it a bit tough to develop safety programs if we donôt have information on what is happen-

ing out there. 

This report includes the details of two accidents that occurred in the February reporting period. The 

details were just released in this past reporting period. 

I hope everyone will please fly a bit more safely and keep the number of accidents down and donôt 

get hurt. 

 

THE FOLLOWING TWO ACCIDENTS HAD OCCURRED IN THE FEBRUARY REPORTING PERI-

OD 

Accident Date: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 

Factual Report Dated: 4/2/2018 

Title 14 CFR Part 91 

Location: Phoenix (DVT) 

Aircraft Type: Piper PA16 

Injuries:  1 Uninjured 

 

LOSS OF CONTROL ON GROUND 

The pilot of the tailwheel-equipped airplane re-

ported that, during the touchdown, a gust of wind 

struck the airplane from the right. Subsequently, 

the airplane veered to the right and the left gear 

collapsed. The airplane sustained substantial 

damage to the left wing. The pilot reported that 

there were no pre accident mechanical failures 

or malfunctions with the airplane that would have 

precluded normal operation. The automated 

weather observation system located on the acci-

dent airport reported, that about the time of the 

accident the wind was from 180Á at 9 knots. The 

pilot landed on runway 7L. 

 

 

Accident Date: Friday, February 23, 2018 

Factual Report Dated: 4/10/2018 

Title 14 CFR Part 91 

Location: Show Low 

Aircraft Type: Cessna 172 
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Injuries:  2 Uninjured 

 

LOSS OF CONTROL ON GROUND 

The flight instructor reported that, during ap-

proach in a gusting crosswind, he took the flight 

controls from the student pilot at about 500-700 

ft. above ground level. He added that, during the 

landing roll while decelerating, a wind gust lifted 

up the back of the airplane "from the rear right to 

the front left forcing the front wheel onto the 

ground and lifting the plane onto the left main" 

landing gear. He applied full left rudder and right 

aileron to correct, but when it did not improve the 

situation he "relaxed the controls slightly back 

towards neutral". Subsequently, the airplane ex-

ited the runway to the right and came to rest in-

verted.  

The airplane sustained substantial damage to 

both wings, fuselage, and empennage. The flight 

instructor reported that there were no pre acci-

dent mechanical failures or malfunctions with the 

airplane that would have precluded normal oper-

ation.  

A review of recorded data from the automated 

weather observation station located on the air-

port reported that, at the time of the accident, the 

wind was from 210Á at 26 knots, gusting 32 

knots. The airplane landed on runway 06. 

THE FOLLOWING ACCIDENTS HAD OCCURRED IN THE PAST REPORTING PERIOD  

Accident Date: Monday, February 26, 2018 

Report Dated: 3/28/18 Preliminary Report 

Title 14 CFR Part 91  

Location: Tucson 

Aircraft Type:  Starduster Too 

Injuries:  UNK 

 

The NTSB did not release any details other than 

the above information. 

 

 

Accident Date: Wednesday, March 28, 2018 

Report Dated: 3/29/18 Preliminary Report 

Title 14 CFR Part 91  

Location: Cave Creek 

Aircraft Type:  Ultramagic SA 300     (Balloon) 

Injuries:  UNK 

 

The NTSB did not release any details other than 

the above information. 

 

 

Accident Date: Friday, March 30, 2018 

Report Dated: 4/2/18 Preliminary Report 

Title 14 CFR Part 91  

Location: Gila Bend 

Aircraft Type:  Diamond DA40 

Injuries:  UNK 

 

The NTSB did not release any details other than 

the above information. 

 

 

Accident Date: Saturday, March 31, 2018 

Report Dated: 4/2/18 Preliminary Report 

Title 14 CFR Part 91  

Location: Prescott 

Aircraft Type:  Cub Crafters 180 

Injuries:  UNK 

 

The NTSB did not release any details other than 

the above information.  

 

 

Accident Date: Sunday, April 1, 2018 

Report Dated: 4/3/18 Preliminary Report 

Title 14 CFR Part 91  

Location: Phoenix 

Aircraft Type:  Piper PA28 

Injuries:  UNK 

 

The NTSB did not release any details other than 

the above information. 
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Accident Date: Sunday, April 8, 2018 

Report Dated: 4/11/18 Preliminary Report 

Title 14 CFR Part 91  

Location: Tucson 

Aircraft Type:  Piper PA28 

Injuries:  UNK 

 

The NTSB did not release any details other than 

the above information. 

 

 

Accident Date: Monday, April 9, 2018 

Report Dated: 4/25/2018 Preliminary Report 

Title 14 CFR Part 91  

Location: Scottsdale 

Aircraft Type:  Piper PA24-260 

Injuries:  6 Fatal 

 

FAILURE TO MAINTAIN FLIGHT AFTER LIFT-

OFF 

On April 9, 2018, about 2048 MST, a Piper PA-

24-260 airplane was destroyed when it impacted 

terrain shortly after takeoff from Scottsdale Air-

port (SDL). The airline transport pilot, 32, stu-

dent pilot, 28, and 4 passengers were fatally in-

jured. Night time visual meteorological condi-

tions prevailed, and a flight plan was not filed. 

The flight was destined for North Las Vegas Air-

port (VGT), Las Vegas, Nevada.  

Earlier that evening, the air transport pilot flew 

the airplane from VGT to SDL with the intention 

of picking up the passengers and flying them 

back to VGT. The inbound flight was his first 

flight in the airplane. Preliminary information in-

dicated that the flight departed from VGT at 

1842, and landed at SDL at 2018.  

The airplane was equipped with 6 seats. A video 

surveillance camera at SDL, located on the 

ramp where the airplane was parked, captured 

the occupants begin to board the airplane about 

2028. The footage revealed that two female pas-

sengers boarded the airplane first and were 

seated in the two aft seats. Next, a male pas-

senger boarded the airplane and initially sat in 

the middle right seat but moved to the middle left 

seat when the third female passenger boarded; 

she then occupied the middle right seat. The 

student pilot then occupied the front left seat and 

the airline transport pilot occupied the front right 

seat. An onboard video posted to social media 

by the female passenger in the middle row incor-

rectly depicted the locations of each occupant, 

because the video was posted as a mirror im-

age.  

Additional video surveillance footage located 

midfield on the west side of the runway, cap-

tured the airplane departing from runway 03. 

The footage appeared to indicate that the air-

plane's wings were rocking during and shortly 

after rotation.  

A traffic camera, located about 0.5 miles north-

west of the end of the departure runway, record-

ed the airplane in a left bank executing a left 

turn. As the turn progressed, the bank angle in-

creased, and the airplane started to descend. 

The wings became nearly vertical, and the view 

of the airplane was lost behind a berm. Seconds 

later, the camera caught a fireball when the air-

plane impacted terrain.  

 A witness located on the ramp observed the 

boarding process and watched as the airplane 

taxied towards the runway. She lost sight of it 

but was able to hear what sounded like a typical 

preflight engine run-up. She then observed the 

airplane accelerate down the runway, and about 

midway, the wings began to rock in a manner 

that she thought was excessive. She reported 

that the oscillations eventually diminished, and 

the airplane began to climb, reaching about level 

with the top of the adjacent airport buildings. It 

continued roughly at the same altitude, until it 

began a climbing left turn, which appeared simi-

lar, although lower, than most aircraft departing 

the traffic pattern. As the turn progressed, the 

airplane's attitude changed to pitch down, and 

the airplane disappeared out of her sight. A fire-

ball ensued. The witness did not hear any unu-

sual sounds, or see the airplane emitting smoke, 

fire, or vapors, and stated that the engine sound-

ed typical compared to the airplanes she regu-

larly observes.  

The airplane came to rest in a golf course about 

ı mile north of the end of the departure runway. 
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A Few Words About Safety 
Denny Granquist 

 

ñDebriefing the flight in your mind should include evaluating the plan, 
the pilot, and the airplane. Be willing to make improvements.ò  

 
ñPlan the flight and fly the plan.ò 

The main cabin was mostly consumed by fire. 

The outboard section of the right wing was sepa-

rated, and in addition to thermal damage, exhib-

ited substantial impact crush damage. The in-

board section of the right wing remained at-

tached to the fuselage, and the majority of the 

left wing was found separated from the fuse-

lage.  

SDL is equipped with a single paved runway, 

designated 03/21. The runway is 8,249 ft long, 

and the airport elevation is 1,510 ft. At 1953 hrs. 

the SDL automated weather observation includ-

ed winds from 160Á at 3 knots, visibility 10 miles, 

clear skies, temperature 28Á C, dew point -5Á C, 

and an altimeter setting of 29.94 inches of mer-

cury. 

 

 

Accident Date: Sunday, April 21, 2018 

Report Dated: 4/25/18 Preliminary Report 

Title 14 CFR Part 91  

Location: Tucson 

Aircraft Type:  Rutan Long EZ 

Injuries:  UNK 

 

The NTSB did not release any details other than 

the above information. 

NOTICE: Airobotics is an autonomous drone opera-

tor who will be working 1 mile east of San Manuel Airport 

(E77) at 400 ft AGL for the next 6 months. We have is-

sued a NOTAM and are on the airport AWAS.  

For more information contact:  

Shai LaBelle Trop - US Project Manager 

(847) 440-6899 

shait@airoboticsdrones.com 
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Emergency Procedures Training 
 

This outreach guidance is provided to all FAA and aviation industry 
groups that are participating in outreach efforts sponsored by the 
General Aviation Joint Steering Committee (GAJSC).  It is im-
portant that all outreach on a given topic is coordinated and is free 
of conflicts.  Therefore, all outreach products should be in align-
ment with the outline and concepts listed below for this topic.  

 

Outreach Month:  March 2018 

 

Topic: Emergency Procedures Training (GAJSC SCF-SE-36)     

The FAA and industry will conduct a public education campaign on 
the benefits associated with Scenario-based Emergency Proce-
dures Training. 

 

Background:  

The GAJSC has identified a number of fatal general aviation accidents that occurred following pow-
er plant failure.  Mismanagement of light twin-engine airplanes in single-engine operations was of 
particular concern.  The GAJSC feels that Scenario-based Training in Emergency Procedures will 
be effective in reducing these kinds of mishaps. 

 

Teaching Points: 

¶ Discuss the safety benefits of Emergency 
Procedures Training with an emphasis on Sce-
nario-based training. 

¶ Encourage pilots to adopt Scenario-based 
Emergency Procedures Training.  

 

References: 

¶ General Aviation Power Point 

¶ GAJSC System/Component Failure (SCF-PP) 
Report 

 

DOWNLOADS: PowerPoint Presentation Slides... 

http://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month?view=category&id=44
http://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month?view=category&id=44
http://www.gajsc.org/document-center/
http://www.gajsc.org/document-center/
http://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month?view=category&id=44
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Got great aviation photos 

that youôd like to share? 

 

 

We are always on the lookout 

for photos to add and enhance 

our monthly newsletter. If youôd 

like to contribute your photos 

please email them to us at: 

 

newsletter@azpilots.org 

 DŜǘ ¸ƻǳǊ LƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ wŀǝƴƎ bh²Η  

!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ Ǉƛƭƻǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ǉǳƛǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻǊ ǇŀŎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΚ hǊ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ Ǉƛƭƻǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ 
ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ǊŀǝƴƎ ōǳǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΚ  

bƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ǊŀǝƴƎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΗ L ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜ ƛƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ όL 
ƘŀǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ оллл ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ƅƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴύ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǇǊƻπ
ƎǊŀƳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƳƛƴƛƳƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻǎǘ ǘƻ ŬƴƛǎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŀǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ 
ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŀŦŜΗ  

 .ƻō [ƛǧƭŜŬŜƭŘΣ DƻƭŘ {Ŝŀƭ /CLΣ /CLLΣ a9L  

слн-нну-фмпр ω ōƻōϪƅƛƎƘǘǎƪƛƭƭǎΦŎƻƳ ω ǿǿǿΦƅƛƎƘǘǎƪƛƭƭǎΦŎƻƳ 

ü снтм ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ƅƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ  
ü тсор ǘƻǘŀƭ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƅƛƎƘǘ ǝƳŜ  
ü /ƛǊǊǳǎ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘƛȊŜŘ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΣ !ǾƛŘȅƴŜ ϧ 
DŀǊƳƛƴ мллл  

ü /ƛǊǊǳǎ tƛƭƻǘ tǊƻŬŎƛŜƴŎȅ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ό/tttύ Lƴπ
ǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ  

ü /Ŝǎǎƴŀ CL¢{ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ tƭǳǎ ό/C!LҌύ  

ü /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀ CŀŎǘƻǊȅ CƭƛƎƘǘ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΣ !ǾƛŘȅƴŜ 
ϧ DŀǊƳƛƴ мллл  

ü !ǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ Cƭȅ ǘƘŜ Dƭŀǎǎ /ƻŎƪǇƛǘ [ƛƪŜ 
ŀ tǊƻ  

ü C!! aŀǎǘŜǊ ²LbD{ IƻƭŘŜǊ  

ü !ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ LƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ DǊƻǳƴŘ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ  
ü wŜƳƻǘŜ tƛƭƻǘ ό¦!{ύ  

mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org
mailto:bob@flightskills.com
http://www.flightskills.com
https://www.pilotexpedition.com/Home-and-Hangar-Aviation-Real-Estate-Connection
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Featured  

By Brian Schober 
 
 

Copper is one of the staple industries in Arizona. It has played, and 

still plays, an important role in our state, as more than 68% of the 

copper used in the United States in 2017 came from Arizona. Ask 

any state legislator what the 3 Côs of Arizona are and theyôll tell you 

ñCoper, Cotton and Cattle!ò Copper was first mined in Bagdad back 

in 1882 and is still being mined today. More than 173 million 

pounds of copper were pulled from the ground. Bagdad is one of only two company towns left in Ari-

zona. The Freeport-McMoRan company currently operates the copper and molybdenum mine, as 

well as many of the local businesses and owns much of the townôs housing. 

Though Bagdad is off the beaten path, the town has an airport ï E51. The town is centrally located 

in Arizona and sits about 100 miles northwest of Phoenix in Yavapai County. The single asphalt run-

way 5/23 is 4552ô x 60ô and sits atop an elevated hilltop slightly north of the town. There are a hand-

ful of aircraft based at the airport and AirNav reports less than 100 operations per month at Bagdad. 

This is a VFR-only airport, as there are no published approaches. There are also no services, FBO, 

or terminal building at E51, so plan ahead for fuel. On the bright side, there are no landing or han-

dling fees, either. The approach into and departure from the field is relatively easy with no major ob-

structions at either end. With an elevation of 4200 feet, density altitude becomes a concern in the 

Arizona Airport Focus: 

Bagdad (E51) 
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warmer seasons. Also, E51 is within the Bagdad 1 MOA, so be vigilant in see-and-avoid practices. 

Once on the ground, there is a large parking area near the midpoint of the runway on the North side. 

The airport is about 2 İ miles from town, so itôs a healthy walk or an Uber/Lyft ride to get there. Al-

ternatively, the mining roads that pass by the airport offer a moderate hiking experience with some 

incredible views of craggy cliffs and canyons. The author and a fellow APA member logged a bit over 

9 miles on a circuit back to the airport. Bring water! 

The town is home to approximately 2500 people. The mine employs nearly 900, so much of the town 

supports these workers. There are a couple of diners and shops, and the close-knit community feel 

is apparent. 

Besides the scenery and the quaint town, the highlight of the area is the mine. A spectacular over-

look is available to visitors, though youôll need to have your Uber/Lyft driver agree to take you to the 
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Bˠiˉʘ 

mine. This tour is organized in advance, so call ahead to determine the date. Call (928) 633-6001 to 

arrange the tour. Of course, the aerial view is pretty spectacular, as well. 

The Bridle Creek Riparian Habitat is open during the week. To offset some of the environmental im-

pact of the mine, several owls and other birds have been relocated to a rehabilitation center located 

in Bagdad. A peaceful walk among the trails can be relaxing and the chance to see the wildlife. 

While there is a museum that chronicles the history of the mining industry in the area, it is currently 

closed. If it opens in the future, it would be worth a trip to Bagdad just to walk through it. 

While Bagdad may not have much in the way of activities, itôs a great place to put on your bucket list 

simply for the uniqueness of it. There is some spectacular scenery on the way there and while youôre 

on the ground. And besides, you can say youôve been to Bagdad, Arizona that is.  

5.1 Acres of Bare Land at Fly-In Community 

Price:$ 50 000.00  

Call: John Minieri at (602) 354-2161  

Contact: Chris Felton at cfelton@dphx.org 

1975 Cherokee 140 with Power Flow Exhaust, Flap n Gap Seals, Met Co Aire Wingtips.  

Great paint and good interior. IFR current, last annual 07/17.  

$28,900. 

Contact: Jim Samuelson at (480) 560-6881 or airbusjim@cox.net 

mailto:cfelton@dphx.org
mailto:airbusjim@cox.net
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{ŀƴǘŀ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ κ {ŀƴǘŀ ¸ƴŜȊ - Lǘ ²ŀǎ 5ƻǳōƭŜ Cǳƴ 

Friday, April 27, 2018, members of the APA flew to Santa Barbara, CA, and enjoyed the scenery, food, and 

the  landmarks.  After landing in beautiful VFR weather on the beach, we headed up to the Santa Barbara Mis-

sion and took the self guided tour through this 200 year old complex.  This is the queen of the 21 missions that 

was built on the California coast by Father Junipero Serra and the Franciscans beginning in the late 18th centu-

ry.  This mission has been the only continuous working mission since its origin.   

Lunch was a delight at the famous Belmond El Encanto Hotel and Restaurant.  High on the Riviera overlook-

ing the sleepy town of Santa Barbara and the ocean, we could take in this authentic Spanish architecture with 

red tile roofs and white stucco buildings.  A culinary delight serving the local burrata, duck mousse, summer 

risotto, and seared artic char amongst other savory dishes with complimentary wines. 

{ŀƴǘŀ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘτ!ǘƭŀƴǝŎ !Ǿƛŀǝƻƴ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ 

.ŜƭƳƻƴŘ 9ƭ 9ƴŎŀƴǘƻ IƻǘŜƭ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ IŀǇǇȅ 5ƛƴŜǊǎ 

±ƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳǊǘ IƻǳǎŜ ¢ƻǿŜǊτaƛŘ-ǘƻǿƴ {ŀƴǘŀ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ 



 нн 

 

5ƻǳōƭŜ DŜǘŀǿŀȅ τ {ŀƴǘŀ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ  

{ŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴǘŀ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ IŀǊōƻǊ 

{ŀƴǘŀ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ /ƻǳǊǘ IƻǳǎŜ {ŀƴǘŀ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ 

{ŀƴǘŀ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ /ƻǳǊǘƘƻǳǎŜ ¢ƻǿŜǊ ±ƛŜǿ 

±ƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘŜŀǊƴǎ ²ƘŀǊŦ ŀǘ ŘƛƴƴŜǊΦ 
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5ƻǳōƭŜ DŜǘŀǿŀȅ τ {ŀƴǘŀ ¸ƴŜȊ  

hƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нуΣ нлмуΣ ǿŜ ǘƘŜƴ ƅŜǿ ƻǳǊ ǇƭŀƴŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ŀƴǘŀ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ ƻƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ±Cw ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƻ {ŀƴǘŀ ¸ƴŜȊΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƭƪŜŘ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀǎǘŜΣ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŘƻȊŜƴ ǿƛƴŜǊƛŜǎ ƘŜǊŜΦ  [ǳƴŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƛƴǘ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ [ƻǎ hƭƛǾƻǎΣ ǿƛƴŜ ǘŀǎǝƴƎ ŀǘ YƻŜƘƭŜǊΣ CŜǎǎ 

tŀǊƪŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ {ŀƴƎŜǊ ǿƛƴŜǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǘǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ {ƻƭǾŀƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎΦ 

{ƻƭǾŀƴƎ aƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ -  aƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ нлǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ 

5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ {ƻƭǾŀƴƎ !ǳǘƘŜƴǝŎ 5ŀƴƛǎƘ !ŜōƭŜǎƪƛǾŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ 

Iŀƴǎ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΣ !ǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪǎ 

!ǊǊƛǾŀƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴǘŀ ¸ƴŜȊ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘτwŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀŎǝƻƴ 


