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President’s Report  

Greetings, 

Cooler weather is finally here and is making flying without air condi-

tioning more bearable. The first snow has fallen in the mountains 

near Flagstaff and the morning temps in the valley are in the 60's. 

APA hosted the first Grapevine fly-in of the season and it was out-

standing. Weekends are packed with backcountry fly-ins, breakfast 

fly-ins and safety seminars. This season, I challenge you to make 

changes in your flying habits. 

Fly to an airport you've not been to before. It will revive your flight 

planning and trip preparation skills, as well as allowing you a new 

experience. 

Take friends and neighbors somewhere. Especially those with kids. 

It doesn't need to be a Young Eagles event, but take kids flying and 

show them what an amazing opportunity it is. Explain how much potential there is in an aviation ca-

reer. If you can show them how much fun it is to work on planes, so much the better! We need 

A&Ps. 

https://www.lufthansa-aviation-training-usa.com/?utm_medium=display&utm_source=APA&utm_campaign=instructor_recruitment
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Got great aviation photos that you’d like to share? 

newsletter@azpilots.org 

Get an additional endorsement or rat-

ing whether you add on tailwheel, complex, 

high performance endorsements, or go for 

Instrument or Instructor ratings. Get out of 

your comfort zone.  

Join a group. APA, a breakfast club, a type 

club, a Facebook group, anything. These 

groups are actively flying, actively participat-

ing in local events and are an amazing place 

to meet like-minded people. 

As pilots, we have an amazing advantage 

over our land-bound brethren. Take ad-

vantage of that, grow your skills toolbox, be-

come a better pilot and participate. I truly look 

forward to seeing you on the ramp soon! 

Blue Skies, 
Brian 

mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org
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Executive Director’s Report 
Jim Timm — October 2019 

 
 

Well the mornings are finally getting slightly cooler, but it’s still a 

bit warmer than I would like. Grumble – Grumble. As the rest of 

the aviation world appears to be preparing to slow down, and 

start their winter hibernation, things here seem to be picking up. 

Special fly in/open house/breakfast events and the flying activity 

planning seems to be picking up. So, fall and the good flying 

weather has to be getting close. 

If you want to go flying, and perhaps make some money at it, 

here is your opportunity. Last year on May 6 a Grumman TBM-

3 Avenger crashed in the White Mountains, and the owner, Ron Carlson, is now willing to give you 

$30,000 if you can find it for him. He was offering $20,000 but has recently increased the reward. 

Trying to find the airplane will not be as simple as it may sound. First of all, it’s been a bit over a 

year since it went down, and it went into a heavily forested area. To further complicate the prob-

lem, it's also on the Apache Indian Reservation, a sovereign nation mind you, and their laws apply, 

not U.S. laws. That means that, while you can freely fly over the area, to enter the area on the 

ground you can’t simply grab your backpack and run off into the woods in search. You will have to 

first get permission from the Indians to go tromping around on their property. I would also hope that 

they haven’t laid claim to it because it’s on their land. If you plug 33.792289, -109.667258 into 

Google maps, you’ll find the marsh that Ron considered putting his bird down in as the altimeter 

wound down. As an experienced bush pilot, he determined the marsh along Boggy Creek wasn’t a 

viable option, but it does serve as an important waypoint for a start. Nearby, at 33.814381, -

109.653824 ATC received the last ping from the Avenger’s transponder, and it was at 10,000′, de-

scending at 1,000′ per minute, and headed to the northwest. Remember, these are the mountains 

in eastern Arizona and the terrain surface isn’t that much below 10,000 MSL. Besides, Ron thought 

he was about 800 feet above the ground when he jumped out. The engine wasn’t producing much 

power, and the airplane was descending when they jumped out, so one wouldn’t think the airplane 

would have gone too much farther.  

The insurance company has paid for the loss of the airplane, and it’s theirs, so why does Ron want 

to pay $30,000 for finding it? The answer is 

simple, “It’s part of me,” Ron says. A senti-

ment the owner of any classic aircraft can re-

late to. “It’s a flying museum,” is his second 

point of reason. He considers these classic 

era aircraft to be living history, worthy of our 

respect and our investment. Finally, and per-

haps most logically, Ron wants to know what 

went wrong. With barely 60 hours on a com-

pletely rebuilt airframe, and engine, an engine 
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failure shouldn’t have happened, and Ron wants to know why it did.  

So, this is the story of Ron Carlson and his Grumman Avenger. The Avenger is out there and waiting 

for someone to find it and collect its reward. $30,000 will buy a lot of Avgas, so Good Luck! 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

 

FAA 

I suspect most of our readers are regular aircraft pi-

lots, but for the drone pilots, I ran across the following 

warning that needs to be taken seriously. The FAA is 

warning the general public that it’s illegal to operate a 

drone with a dangerous weapon attached, and they 

are defining dangerous weapons as guns, flame 

throwers, bombs, fireworks or any device that can 

cause serious injury or death. Attaching a device of 

this type to a drone could cause serious injury to a 

person but it will certainly cause very serious injury to your bank account. Per Section 363 of the 

2018 FAA Reauthorization Act dated Oct 5, 2018, operating a drone with a dangerous device at-

tached could subject you to civil penalties up to $25,000 for each violation, unless you have specific 

approval from the FAA Administrator. 

Now that we must have ADS-B out by the end of the year, an interesting question is, will I be safer 

with ADS-B when I am flying in the National Airspace System? Per the FAA, a five-year study which 

focused on general aviation and small air taxi accidents in the continental U. S. between 2013 and 

2018 shows a significant reduction in the accident and fatal accident rates for aircraft equipped with 

ADS-B Out and In, when compared to aircraft that were not so equipped. This is, no doubt, due in 

part to the cockpit display that pilots typically add when installing the ADS-B avionics. The ADS-B In 

provides an active visual display of surrounding air traffic through the 978 MHz UAT link, and also 

provides a variety of weather products, including local and regional NEXRAD, and weather at air-

ports. 

 

AIRSPACE  

We are still getting last minute notices of 

GPS interference testing that is happening in 

neighboring states that could have an impact 

on air navigation here in Arizona. Reminding 

you once again, if you encounter a loss of 

GPS signal lasting more than a couple of 

minutes, immediately contact ATC and ad-

vise them of the outage providing the time, 

altitude, and location when the outage was 

encountered. 
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SAFETY 

This past reporting period has been pretty 

good in that while there were four accidents, 

there were no fatalities. Unfortunately, of the 

four accidents, two of the accidents did not 

have the preliminary reports released provid-

ing details of the accident. See my October 

Accident Summary for the details of the acci-

dents. We are rapidly approaching the end 

of the year, and we have had a very good 

safety record for the year so far. Please 

carefully plan your flights, execute that plan 

and fly safe. 

 

CONSTRUCTION 

Starting November 4, Coolidge Municipal Airport will have runway 5-23 closed for approximately 30 

days for the removal and replacement of the runway, and the addition of paved runway shoulders. 

The project will also include new medium intensity runway edge and end lights, new airfield guid-

ance signs, new runway distance remaining signs, and new REILS and PAPIs. Runway 17-35 will 

also have closures from time to time and will be NOTAMed accordingly. Monthly Fly-ins on the first 

Saturday of each month at the usual time will continue starting this October. 

We are aware that many of the airports around the state are having construction projects in process 

or are being planned. Unfortunately, we don’t have the latest details of what projects are coming up 

at the various airports. At the moment, the best advice we can offer is to check for NOTAMS at your 

destination airport, and when you do get 

there, use an extra amount of caution. The 

last thing you want to have happen is to have 

your flight end with it being a contribution to 

the monthly NTSB accident summary. So 

have a safe enjoyable flight. 

As you are aware, APA is working with sev-

eral airports around the state to update their 

Airport Master Plans, providing the pilot and 

aircraft owner’s perspective in the process. 

Kingman Municipal Airport (IGM), Page Mu-

nicipal Airport (PGA), Lake Havasu City Mu-

nicipal Airport (HII), Superior Municipal Air-

port (E81), Sedona Airport (SEZ), Flagstaff 

(FLG), and Grand Canyon Airport (GCN) are 

currently in their Master Plan update process. 

Chandler Municipal Airport has recently 

joined the list and is starting the planning pro-

cess also. 
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Wanted: Cessna 177/182—First time Owner! 

Price:$ 75 000.00  

Email: Jason Lewis at jason@ecospace.com  

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO FLY FOR BREAKFAST: 

 The fly in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport (P08), is on the first Saturday of the month, and 

they began resuming their fly in this month.  

 The Falcon Field EAA Warbirds Squadron fly in breakfast, and car show on the third Saturday of 

the month will be restarting on Saturday October 19.  

 On the third Saturday, the fly in breakfast at Benson (E95) at South-

west Aviation is now on a quarterly basis. Check the Calendar for the 

next fly-in date. (There will still be special fuel prices for breakfast at-

tendees.)  

 The Grapevine Airstrip (88AZ) next to Roosevelt Lake is open to fly in-

to any time, but the BBQ lunch hosted by APA on the third Saturday 

weekend of the month started in September. Watch the APA Facebook 

page for postings when there are special military practice days that you will want to avoid.  

 The last Saturday of the month there is still a fly in breakfast at Casa Grande Municipal Airport 

(CGZ). The Airport’s restaurant, Foxtrot Cafe, is operating in the cool air conditioned Terminal 

Building. It’s open 6:30am to 2:00pm Monday through Saturday. On the last Saturday of the 

month they have a “Fly in Breakfast Special” available on the menu; the price for adults is $8 and 

kids $5.  

 At Tucson’s Ryan Field Airport, Richie’s Cafe, is serving breakfast and lunch daily. The hours are 

6:00 am to 2:00 pm  

 Watch for a call to backcountry pilots for Saturday October 26th as we need to do some mainte-

nance at the old Double Circle Ranch, AZ66. Small mesquites are attempting to take over por-

tions of the runway, and your help to clear them out. Consider arriving on Friday, the 25 th and 

camping out! 

 

Also, the weekend of October 25th backcountry pilots are needed at the Grand Gulch airstrip. We’ll 

be joining the RAF and the Utah Backcountry Pilots in maintenance there. Check out the APA calen-

dar for details. 

Check with the APA Getaway Flights program 

and online calendar for fun weekend places to fly. 

Jim 

mailto:jason@ecospace.com
http://azpilots.org/jcalendar/month.calendar/2018/02/01/-
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October Aviation Accident Summary 
by Jim Timm 

 
The following are the NTSB reports of aviation accidents that have occurred in Arizona from late Au-

gust thru late September. APA will use this detailed accident information to develop safety pro-

grams, briefings, and posters/flyers that would help pilots learn from the mistakes being made by 

others, and take the action necessary to prevent them from having similar accidents. 

Once again it’s fortunate that this month’s safety summary is going to be a relatively short one. I 

think this is good, and I hope the trend continues. Apparently pilots are being careful of what they 

are doing, and are paying attention to maintenance issues. In this last reporting period there were 

only two accidents that were reported by the NTSB, and unfortunately they didn’t release the text of 

the preliminary reports on either of the accidents. There also were a couple of accidents that we are 

aware of thru the media coverage that the NTSB has not had time to recognize. There are also two 

accidents that had been reported at an earlier date, but the preliminary reports of these accidents 

were just released in this last reporting period, and the results are included in this report. 

 

ACCIDENTS THAT HAD OCCURRED IN THIS REPORTING PERIOD 

Accident Date: August 8, 2019 

Preliminary Report Dated: 8/28/19 

Title 14 CFR Part 91 Operation 

Location: Phoenix 

Aircraft Type: Piper PA30 

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

MECHANICAL FAILURE-GEAR UP LANDING 

On August 8, 2019, about 0845 MST, a Piper PA

-30 airplane was substantially damaged during a 

gear up landing at Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Air-

port (IWA). The flight instructor/owner and stu-

dent pilot were not injured. The airplane was be-

ing operated as an instructional flight. Visual me-

teorological conditions were reported at the air-

port about the time of the accident. No flight plan 

was filed for the flight. The flight had originated 

from Falcon Field Airport (FFZ) about 0710. 

The flight instructor reported that, after several 

single engine approaches he noticed that the 

landing gear would not fully retract. He added 

that, the landing gear circuit breaker was in the 

open position. The flight instructor reset the cir-

cuit breaker and attempted to cycle the landing 

gear but was unsuccessful. He then used the 

gear extension handle to attempt to manually 

extend the gear but was unsuccessful. He elect-

ed to land with the landing gear in the up posi-

tion. 

The airplane was transported to the pilot's hang-

er and secured for further investigation. 

 

Accident Date: August 25, 2019 

Preliminary Report Dated: 8/29/19  

Location: Cottonwood 

Aircraft Type: Piper PA28 

Injuries: UNK 

The NTSB has not yet made the preliminary 

report available. 

Accident Date: September 12, 2019 

Preliminary Report Dated: 9/17/19  

Location: Phoenix 

Aircraft Type: Cessna 172 

Injuries: UNK 

The NTSB has not yet made the preliminary 

report available. 

THE FOLLOWING ACCIDENTS WERE REPORTED AT AN EARLIER DATE WITHOUT HAVING 

THESE REPORTS AVAILABLE 



 9 

 

Accident Date: August 14, 2019 

Preliminary Report Dated:   8/28/19  

Title 14 CFR Part 91 

Location: Mesa 

Aircraft Type:  Extra EA300/L 

Injuries:  2 uninjured 

INFLIGHT LOSS OF POWER 

On August 14, 2019, about 0725 MST, an Extra 

Flugzeugbau 300/L airplane impacted terrain 

subsequent to a loss of engine power near Me-

sa, Arizona. The flight instructor and pilot receiv-

ing instruction were not injured, and the airplane 

sustained substantial damage. The airplane was 

operated as an instructional flight. Day visual 

meteorological conditions prevailed at the time 

of the accident, and a company flight plan was 

filed. The local flight departed Phoenix-Mesa 

Gateway Airport (KIWA), Mesa, about 0625. 

A representative of the operator reported that 

while the airplane was maneuvering in a desig-

nated practice area, the engine lost power. After 

multiple unsuccessful attempts to restore engine 

power, the pilot maneuvered the airplane to an 

open field and landed off-airport.  

The airplane sustained substantial damage to 

the forward section of the fuselage. 

“   
                              ” 

A Few Words About Safety 
Denny Granquist 

 

“I use IFR (I follow roads) procedures in the mountains.”  
 

“Every flight teaches me something because I need to get better.” 

Don’t come to a safety program by 
yourself, but don’t just bring your 
old buddy who always comes with 
you. Bring someone new, and get 
your BFF to also bring someone 

new.  
We need you to help us expand our 
audience, to expand our reach, and 

to expand that ocean of faces. 

 
Statistics show that the folks hav-

ing accidents are the ones who 
don’t participate in the WINGS or 
safety programs, so help us reach 

out to those folks and pull them in. 

 

We never complain when a 
program runs out of chairs!!! 
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http://aftw.org/
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Preflight after Maintenance 
 

This outreach guidance is provided to all FAA and aviation industry groups that are participating in 

outreach efforts sponsored by the General Aviation Joint Steering Committee (GAJSC).  It is im-

portant that all outreach on a given topic is coordinated and is free of conflicts.  Therefore, all out-

reach products should be in alignment with the outline and concepts listed below for this topic. 

Outreach Month:  September 2019 

Topic: Preflight after Maintenance (NTSB SA-040)  

The FAA and industry will conduct a public education campaign on the benefits of conducting en-

hanced preflight inspections of aircraft that are being returned to service after maintenance.   

Background:  

The GAJSC and NTSB have determined that a significant number of general aviation fatalities could 

be avoided if pilots were to conduct more thorough preflight inspections of aircraft that have just 

been returned to service. 

Teaching Points:  

 Discuss the consequences of inadequate preflight 
inspections of aircraft that are being returned to ser-
vice after maintenance. 

 Discuss common problems that have led to acci-
dents. 

 Encourage pilots to coordinate with mechanics be-
fore flying aircraft that have recently been main-
tained. 

 Encourage pilots to pay particular attention to air-
craft components that may have been affected by 
recent maintenance. 

References: 

 Advanced Preflight After Maintenance Power Point and Presentation Notes 

 NTSB Safety Alert – Advanced Preflight After Maintenance 

DOWNLOADS: PowerPoint Presentation Slides... 

https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/february-2016-advanced-preflight-after-maintenance
http://www.ntsb.gov/safety/safety-alerts/Documents/SA_041.pdf
https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/february-2016-advanced-preflight-after-maintenance
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Featured  

by Chris Nugent 

 

First and foremost, I want to thank all of you that responded to the recent outreach for scholarship 

fund donations. As you may recall, we awarded six scholarships in 2018 totaling $13,500 and our 

goal is to repeat that performance in 2019. Your recent donations have taken us about 20% toward 

that goal and I’m confident we’ll continue to make progress in the next few months in building the 

fund. From a timeline perspective, the scholarship application deadline is 31 October with the selec-

tion process being completed in the December timeframe. 

The scholarship committee has been busy over the last several months with visits to several of the 

local aviation schools giving presentations to talk with the students about aviation careers, the APA 

and our scholarship program. This included several student briefings at the East Valley Institute of 

Technology (EVIT) and the Academies at South Mountain. Both schools have strong aviation-

oriented education programs focused on developing the next generation of aviation professionals. 

The APA has had a long association with both of these schools, and in visiting them I was impressed 

with the focus and enthusiasm of both the students and faculty.  Programs like this are important to 

ensuring the continued health of general aviation in Arizona and it’s encouraging to know that the 

APA scholarship program is a valuable resource for the students. 

As a follow up to our visits, the APA was recently invited to participate in the EVIT Aviation Advisory 

Committee. The committee is comprised of representatives from the local flight schools, A&P shops, 

~  Scholarship Corner  ~ 
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Chris 

component manufacturers and 

associations such as APA and the 

National Business Aircraft Associ-

ation (NBAA). The committee 

meets quarterly and is intended to 

help EVIT stay in tune with indus-

try standards and coordinate in-

ternships for second year seniors.  

Although the APA is not in a posi-

tion to provide internships directly, 

connections are everything as 

they say and I’m sure we can help 

make some introductions. The 

committee also provides guest 

speakers for specific topics and 

I’m confident we can help here – 

aviation safety comes to mind.  If 

you are interested in being a guest speaker please let me know and I’ll work with the EVIT folks on 

the details.   

Thank you again for your continued support of the program and we’ll provide you a progress update 

in next month’s newsletter. 

http://www.flightskills.com/
mailto:bob@flightskills.com
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MEMBERS’ PHOTO CORNER 

Thank you to Bill Sullivan for this month’s photos! 

Where will you go next? Send your photos to newsletter@azpilots.org! 

Maule looks better on grass then on asphalt. 

Colorado River above Lee's Ferry.  Very good trout fishing. 

mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org
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Chapter 776 flew 81 Young Eagles yesterday at the "8th Annual Douglas Flight to the Border" pan-

cake breakfast and young eagle rally. The pancakes were provided by the very pro-active Douglas 

Rotary Club. Three EAA Chapter 776 pilots did the flying. 

Chapter 776 flew 81 Young Eagles 

The October 19 breakfast has been canceled 

because the hangar is being painted. 

Hoping to resume breakfast event November 16. 
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The 35th  Annual Christmas Airlift is now being planned for Saturday, November 9th.  We will be 

flying into the Navajo Indian Nation at Gallup, New Mexico (KGUP), approximately 196 nm from DVT 

on a 055 degree true course.  We will synchronize for an arrival with another core group departing 

Sierra Vista Libby Field (KFHU) that morning, although we are blessed to have pilots participating 

from across the State. 

Each plane might typically have a pilot and one passenger, with all remaining space filled with cloth-

ing, toys, or non-perishable food.  The Airlift has always been a fun and rewarding occasion, one our 

returning participating pilots look forward to each year.  And this is a community service effort, with 

the flight and donations being tax deductible (I distribute the forms upon completion of the Air-

lift).  Anyone who has collected a plane load of material is welcome to join us. 

It is hard to understand how poor most of reservation is only a few 

hours from us.  Many of the Navajo live in virtual third world condi-

tions in homes without even running water or electricity.  As some 

recommendations, the donations might be; 

 gently used clothing for children, youth, or adults, coats / jackets 

of all sizes, stockings, shoes in very good condition 

 blankets, linens, pillows, towels 

 good condition toys in working order 

 toiletries such as soap, shampoo, Kleenex, tooth paste / brushes, 

lotions 

 non-perishable foods such as canned goods, cereals, paper 

goods (towels, plates, cups), trash bags large / small 

Navajo Christmas Airlift 2019: 35th Annual 
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Our key objective is to assure we can best fill each plane for the trip.  Clothing and soft pack are ide-

al, as may be packed in garbage bags, which then works very well for comfortably packing and fill-

ing the planes.  We try to use 12-18 gallon bags and limit the weight to no more than 20 pounds per 

bag – larger weights complicate the coordination on the reservation.  The food stuffs, cans, and toi-

letries may be put in smaller cardboard boxes as the weight tends to accumulate and are easier to 

pack.  As another option some donors create small care packages for kids.  As an example, in earli-

er special efforts had created care baskets for young girls at a school, with Shampoo, Soap, Tooth-

brushes, Toothpaste, Lotion, some special candy, etc., understanding these simple articles can 

mean so very much for  children who have so little.  

All participating pilots are responsible for 

collecting clothing, toys, and food donations 

to fill their planes for the trip.  The donations 

collected usually come from family and 

friends, schools, churches, business associ-

ates, or other groups or individuals who 

would like to contribute  -  the donations are 

tax deductible as is the flight.  This does re-

quire each pilot to plan proactively and col-

lect a load of donations.  We strive to ensure 

that all planes are filled to capacity.  If you have something you would like to contribute, but will not 

be able to join in the flight, you may contact myself or any participating flight member to help make 

arrangements. 

We are fortunate this annual Airlift has touched the hearts of so many pilots from across the 

state.  The past several years we have flown into Gallup, which provides greater opportunity for 

more pilots to participate.  We strive to coordinate the departures to synchronize arrivals for the 

Navajo community service teams, Thoreau Navajo Outreach and Southwest Indian Foundation.  We 

also frequently manage any final packing and balancing of extra materials in the days prior or early 

that Saturday morning and provide any needed final briefing for the flight and meeting at Gallup. 

We will provide more details on the plans as we close in on the November date.  We know that 

many want to The projected scheduling: 

 DATE: Saturday, November 9, 2019  

 TIME:  ~7:30 AM Final Loading for participating Aircraft 

  ~8:15 AM Approximate Coordinated Departure from Valley 

  ~10:00 AM Arrive at Gallup and Unload the Planes 

  10:30 AM Greet the Navajo Team 

  ~11:00 AM Brunch in Gallup at El Charrito ? 

   Shopping at Trading Post ? 

   Return at your leisure . . . . .   

If you plan to join in the Airlift or simply need more information, please do feel free to contact Greg 

McColley at 602-978-1663, or E-Mail at GMPSN930@Cox.Net.  Thank You for any assistance or 

consideration in supporting this tremendous 35th Annual event. 

mailto:GMPSN930@Cox.Net


 18 

 

Short Final  The following articles contain content that 

is not necessarily the opinion of the APA. 

By Howard Deevers 

 

I really like cross country flying.  That is making the best use of an 

airplane, at least to me.  Several years ago, a friend of mine asked 

if I could assist another friend in getting an airplane from Roches-

ter, NY to Tucson.  Well, sure, I would love to. 

It turns out that the friend did not have a pilots license; yet.  But he 

had already purchased a Beech Musketeer located in Rochester, 

NY and needed to get it out to Tucson so he could take flying les-

sons in his own airplane.  He already had his medical, and had 

passed the knowledge test for Private Pilot. 

We made our plans to fly to Rochester, NY to get his plane.  That 

was the beginning of the adventure.  We didn’t fly to Rochester, but to Buffalo 

via Detroit, and were picked up by the seller of the Musketeer.  The next day we were taken East of 

Rochester to Williamson Sodus airport (SDC).  I found that the final purchase of the plane had not 

been completed.  It was possible that the new owner could back out, and we would just fly back to 

Tucson.   

The deal was completed and I took a check ride in the plane to make sure everything worked.  Then 

we started planning our trip back to Tucson.  The weather was marginal VFR, so I filed an IFR flight 

plan from SDC to Columbus, OH (OSU). It was not an early departure.  While flying in IMC condi-

tions, I asked my friend in the right seat to look at the sectional and give me all of the information on 

the airport at Columbus.  He couldn’t seem to find the airport, elevation, CT frequency, ATIS, or run-

way length.  Although he had scored an 85 on the written test, he could not read a Sectional.   

I asked how he had passed the written.  He said that he had taken a ground school in Phoenix on a 

weekend.  I told him that the course he took 

was a refresher to aid in passing the written, 

and not a complete ground school.  Needless 

to say much of the rest of the trip back to 

Tucson was dedicated to teaching him how 

to read a Sectional, find a VOR and how to 

fly to it, and all of the information on each air-

port of intended landing.  The cross country 

adventure was getting more interesting, to 

say the least. 

We made a fuel stop at OSU, and then head-

ed toward our next intended stop at Mem-

Cross Country Flying 
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Howard 

phis, TN.  The weather had cleared up, so 

this leg was VFR with flight following.  As we 

got closer to Nashville, I checked weather at 

Memphis and found that thunder storms were 

developing in that area.  It was getting late in 

the afternoon too, so I deviated to Sparta, TN 

and called a friend that lives in that area.  He 

picked us up and we stayed the night with 

him.   

The next morning the thunder storms had 

moved East so we could not get an early 

start out of Sparta.  The weather improved 

late morning, and we departed from Sparta 

about noon, heading to Little Rock, AR.  

There were still thunderstorms near Memphis, and the Air Traffic Controllers were very helpful in 

keeping us well south of them.  Our goal was to make Dallas before nightfall. We made our stop in 

Little Rock for fuel.   My student wanted to use a courtesy car to get some lunch.  I told him that if we 

did that we would not make Dallas before dark, so we moved on.  We did make Dallas, (DAL) and 

got a motel for the night. 

The next day the weather looked good all the way from Dallas to Tucson, so I moved the student in-

to the left seat as I felt more confident in the plane and the weather.  He did very well, with some as-

sistance and having him fly left seat gave me more ability to look up things along the way.   We 

made a fuel stop in Midland, and another one in El Paso.   

I flew left seat from El Paso to Tucson since it was later in the afternoon, and many Arizona pilots 

know that  crossing New Mexico on a hot afternoon can be a challenge.  Although it was an uncom-

fortable ride, we did make it to Tucson, Ryan Airport late in the day to complete that long cross 

country trip.   

My student learned a lot about cross country travel in small airplanes, and a lot about how to read a 

Sectional.  He also learned a lot about weather avoidance on cross country trips.  What did I learn?  

I learned to ask more questions before heading out on an adventure and not knowing all of the de-

tails.   Every flight is a learning experience.  This one was just a little more than I expected.  Overall 

it was a good flight with a mix of IMC and VFR flying, and unexpected stops.  And I did get to see an 

old friend in Tennessee for a short visit as well.  The whole trip began 238 nm from the Atlantic 

coast, and ended in Tucson, 308 nm from the Pacific coast, almost from coast to coast. 

Cross Country trips don’t have to be that long.  There are a lot of opportunities within the State 

boundaries of Arizona to make cross country flights as well.  Your next Arizona cross country flight 

might be to attend a safety seminar sponsored by your ARIZONA PILOTS ASSOCIATION.  A free 

safety seminar is available every month, so check the web site and work on your “Wings,” and don’t 

forget to “bring your wingman.” 
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Of the 10 years I have been doing GAARMS, this is no doubt the safest year to 

date so far. There have been NO general aviation (GA) pilot fatalities to date! 

That is absolutely outstanding. We have 3 months left in this year – is it possi-

ble to go an entire year without a GA pilot fatality?? 

 

Fred’s Perspective…   

I have been flying with Lightspeed Aviation headsets for over 20 years and really like them. In the 

old days, I was even a dealer for them. I have had several of them sent in for refurbishment with 

great and friendly support service from Lightspeed, and I would recommend them to any and every-

one. But, the other day, I noticed that my every-day flight instructing Lightspeed Zulu3 has started to 

show its age. Well, with over a 1000-hours instruction time over the past 2 years, I reckon it was en-

titled to show some wear! I have replaced the ear pieces twice over the past 2 years, but the boom 

mike had come loose and refused to stay in place. OK, the time had come to send it back, so a call 

to Lightspeed product support resulted in finding out my headset is still under warranty and will be 

repaired for no charge. Wow, lucky me… 

But now I was facing not having my in-

structor headset and having to pull my 

other Zulu 3 out of my personal airplane, 

my trusty Super Viking. And then, by fate 

or just plain ol’ luck, I got an email from 

one of my old students who is no longer 

flying, offering to sell me their Bose A20 

headset for a real deal. GEEZ, how could 

I turn that down? I could replace my Zu-

lu3 in my airplane with a Bose A20, move 

my refurbished Zulu 3 to the co-pilot side, 

actually the wife’s side, and be very hap-

py. That was the plan, so off to Light-
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speed went my instructor headset, off to my friend went the check for the Bose A20, and there is lots 

of joy in Mudville tonight. 

Then, just to check it out, I put on the Bose and went flight instructing. “Bazinga”, it was soooo quiet 

in the ol’ C172 I had to look at the tachometer to make sure the engine was actually running. Then I 

really had to try it out in the Super Viking, because “The Monster” is a very loud airplane – 300 

horsepower thru minimal mufflers does that. And WOW again, it has quieted down my Super Viking 

unbelievably! I hate to say it, but better than my, what I thought was already quiet, Zulu 3. I should 

have sprung for the big bucks headset years ago… 

 

True confessions : 

It was a dark and stormy night… No, seriously, it really 

was a dark and stormy night. There we were, 4 of us 

winging our way from Poughkeepsie , NY to Oshkosh, 

July of 1977, in a C210 Centurion. We were pretty much 

on a straight line direct course, courtesy of New York 

Center, across New York, across Lakes Erie and Huron 

into Michigan for our planned fuel stop. It was very late at 

night, very dark, rainy and thunderstormy. (That is not 

necessarily a correct weather description!) Anyway, I 

was in my usual right seat as captain of the flight with 

one of my now instrument rated students in the left seat, 

and two friends in the back, both fellow pilots. They were not instrument rated, so this was a treat – 

so I said – for them to see actual IMC for real.  Oh, I guess I should mention they were NOT thrilled 

about the thunderstorms – or the lightning! 

Our planned fuel stop was Lansing, Michigan, and the flight was actually very uneventful, no real 

threatening weather conditions and no thunderstorms between us and Lansing. However, Lansing 

itself was forecasting low ceilings and visibilities necessitating an instrument approach. My student 

(let’s call him Bob), thought this was great: a chance to really fly actual IMC down to minimums, and 

I was fine with that. He was a very good pilot and I had great confidence in him to fly it very accu-

rately. Bob whipped out the Jeppesen approach plate, stuck it on the yoke clip, read off the initial ap-

proach fix altitude, followed the controllers approach clearance instruc-

tions and off we went. We were cleared for the localizer approach to (if 

I remember right) runway 27, practically a straight-in. Bob was rock 

steady, needles centered, smooth as glass stabilized approach. I sat 

there in the right seat just watching Bob perform effortlessly. 

Then I saw some red lights go past us off the right wing, a couple hun-

dred feet below us. That caught my attention – really caught my atten-

tion! I leaned over and looked at the approach plate, leaned into Bob a 

little and said, “Bob, climb up to such and such an altitude,” which 

Bob did without question. About 2 minutes later, I said, “OK, go on 

down to such and such altitude and continue the approach,” 

which he did without question. We broke out easily above minimums, 
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made a very nice landing, taxied in, shut down and had the airplane topped off with fuel. 

While the aircraft was being refueled, Bob asked what the altitude thing was all about. I pulled out 

the plate and asked him about the descent on the approach. He stated he followed the glide slope 

altitudes. I then pointed out that there was NO glide slope and the approach was a Localizer only 

with step down altitudes. Bob was aghast 

that he had missed that and asked me how I 

noticed that from the right seat. That’s when 

I told him I saw the red lights on the tall tow-

ers flash through the breaks in the clouds 

below us as we went past them. We were 

well clear of them, but Bob was really shook. 

He was mad at himself for not seeing that 

on the approach plate. He was not happy 

with his performance, but like all lessons in 

life, we learn from them. He never made that 

mistake again. 

But the climax to the story was still to come. We departed Lansing westbound in low ceilings and 

rain. Oshkosh here we come. Well, between Lansing and Lake Michigan was a strong cold front with 

a line of thunderstorms right across our path. Bob was flying, and I was busy negotiating with Chica-

go Center for a good routing through said front. My buddy Nick, in the back, leaned forward, looking 

very worried, and hesitantly said “We are not gonna fly through any thunderstorms, are we?” As 

we approached the line, I turned and said, “Nah, I’m working with Center to find us a hole 

through the front.” 

“OK,” said Nick. And just as he sat 

back into his seat, there was this 

huge bolt of lightning 

that flashed straight down right in front 

of us and lit up the sky like you would 

not believe, followed by this huge thun-

derclap. Then it went all dark again, we 

bounced a little bit, and “POOF,” we 

were through the front into clear skies, 

with a night sky full of beautiful, brilliant 

stars! I turned to tell Nick that we were 

in the clear, and the look on his face is 

forever etched in my mind. Eyes as big 

as saucers, mouth wide-open and 

speechless, (and Nick is never speech-

less!) To this day he tells that story over and over, and we laugh endlessly! 

 

PS – the weather for the flight home was severe clear and totally uneventful!! 

Fred 
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Prescott Arizona Airstrip—14+ Acres 

Price:$ 195 000.00  

Call: Daryl Austermiller at (928) 379-3080  

Email: da737retired@gmail.com 

mailto:da737retired@gmail.com
http://www.hopekids.org/
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https://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2019/10/26/53694/-/springerville-municipal-airport-breakfast-fly-in
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http://www.538chapter.org/
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https://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2019/11/02/53706/-/eagletail-airpark-fly-in
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Mark, Stefanie, & the BLM DC TEAM in Phoenix 

AIRPARK NAME / CONTACT CITY Homes / sites REALTOR 

Big Springs Airpark Prescott 12   

   Mgr: Peter Hartman (928) 626-7207       

Castle Wells  Morristown 5/10 Pat Mindrup - Tinzie Realty  
    Mgr: Gerald DaFoe  (810) 516-9122     928-671-1597 pat@wickenburgpat.com  

Eagle Roost Airpark  Aguila 85 / 115 (5 acre lots) Pat Mindrup - Tinzie Realty  
   Mgr: John Greissing  (928) 685-3433      928-671-1597 pat@wickenburgpat.com 

Flying Diamond Airpark  Tucson 20/97   

   Mgr: Lou Cook  (520) 399-3879       

Flying J Ranch  Pima 2/ 28   

   Mgr: Howard Jenkins  (928) 485-9201       

Hangar Haciendas  Laveen 39 lots w/sep taxi ways  
   Mgr:  Scott Johnson (602) 320-2382      

High Mesa Air Park  Safford /19 (2.5 acre lots)   

   Mgr: Phil DiBartola 928-428-6811       

Inde Motorsports Ranch Airport Wilcox 4/9 (1 acre lots) on   

   Mgr: John Mabry (520) 384-0796   100 acres w/race track   

Indian Hills Airpark  Salome 75 Pat Mindrup - Tinzie Realty  
   Mgr: Gerry Breeyear (928) 916-0608     928-671-1597 pat@wickenburgpat.com  

La Cholla Airpark Oro Valley 122   

   Mgr: Larry Newman (520) 297-8096       

Mogollon Airpark  Overgaard 60   

  Mgr: Brian admin@mogollonairpark.com       

Montezuma Heights Airpark  Camp Verde 43/44   

   Dr. Dana Myatt (602) 888-1287       

Moreton Airpark  Wickenburg 2 Pat Mindrup - Tinzie Realty  
   Mgr: Daniel Kropp (602) 315-0323     928-671-1597 pat@wickenburgpat.com  

Pegasus Airpark  Queen Creek 15/40 Erik McCormick - Choice One Properties 
   Mgr: Jack @ 1st Svc Res (480) 987-9348     480 888 6380  Erik@Pilotexpeditions.com 

Pilot's Rest Airpark Paulden 4/25   

   Resident: Dave Mansker 818-237-0008       

Ruby Star Airpark  Green Valley 13 / 74   

   Mgr: Wendy Magras (520) 477-1534       

Valley of the Eagle (Sampley’s) Airpark Aguila 30 Pat Mindrup - Tinzie Realty  
   Mgr: Jerry Witsken (928) 685-4859     928-671-1597 pat@wickenburgpat.com 

Skyranch at Carefree  Carefree 20 Erik McCormick - Choice One Properties 
   Mgr: Tommy Thomason (480) 488-3571     480 888 6380  Erik@Pilotexpeditions.com 

Stellar Air Park  Chandler 95/105 Erik McCormick - Choice One Properties 
   Mgr: SRUA, Inc. (480) 295-2683     480 888 6380  Erik@Pilotexpeditions.com 

Sun Valley Airpark  Fort Mohave 55/107   

   Mgr: Jim Lambert (928) 768-5096       

Thunder Ridge Airpark Morristown 9/14 (on 160 acres) Pat Mindrup - Tinzie Realty  
   John Anderson janderson72j@gmail.com     928-671-1597 pat@wickenburgpat.com 

Triangle Airpark White Hills 115 acres   

   Mgr: Walt Stout (702) 202-9851        

Twin Hawks  Marana 2/40 (4 acre lots)   

   Mgr: Tim Blowers (520) 349-7677   on 155 acres   

Western Sky Salome all 200 acres for sale  
   Mgr: Mr. Hauer (877) 285-0662      

Whetstone Airpark  Whetstone 5 / 12   

   Mgr: Brian Ulmer (520) 456-0483       

mailto:pat@wickenburgpat.com
mailto:pat@wickenburgpat.com
mailto:pat@wickenburgpat.com
mailto:pat@wickenburgpat.com
mailto:Erik@Pilotexpeditions.com
mailto:pat@wickenburgpat.com
mailto:Erik@Pilotexpeditions.com
mailto:Erik@Pilotexpeditions.com
mailto:pat@wickenburgpat.com
https://www.pilotexpedition.com/Home-and-Hangar-Aviation-Real-Estate-Connection
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APA Website 

Please visit our website for the latest information. 
www.azpilots.org A great resource for APA’s work in the 
state, archived newsletters, current events, APA’s contin-
uous work with legislators, a calendar of activities, and 
more. 
APA is a volunteer run organization.  It survives on 
membership dues and sponsor revenue. Stefanie Spen-
cer manages the website on a continuous basis.  
Email Stefanie at:   

 Webmaster@AZPilots.org 
 

Newsletter Contributors 
Article Deadline 

20th  Editor reminds the Team to submit articles 

25th  Authors submit articles and advertisements 

Contact the newsletter editor, Cathy Paradee: 

newsletter@AZPilots.org 

For anyone wanting to contribute to this newsletter please submit your writing in an email file 
along with photos and captions (separate files).  The APA  would like to publish information 
about what’s happening in your area of Arizona.  Subject matter could range from regulatory 
issues to new places to eat (or old places) to airport management to safety.  Of course, the 
APA would like to know about any political activities that could potentially compromise Arizo-
na’s pilots or its airports. 

New pilots welcomed! Writers welcomed! 

http://www.azpilots.org
mailto:Webmaster@AZPilots.org
mailto:newsletter@AZPilots.org
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APA Clothing 

The online store is currently on the Square Market, click here. 

Advertisements 

As a benefit to current members, you may advertise aviation related items in the APA News-
letter and online. Classified ads for items that you own are completely free, just send those 
requests to our webmaster Stefanie. Photographic ads range from business card size to full 
page. Please contact our sponsorship and advertising chairman Rick for more information on 
advertising. 

APA Membership 

If you are not a member of APA you are encouraged to join and help us keep General Avia-
tion available, safe and fun for all. Your support is very much appreciated. Please visit our 
website for details and where you can join APA, If you have questions, please go to our web-
site's contacts web page where you can send an email, see our mailing address or contact us 
by telephone. You can also help APA by purchasing some of our logo items, Caps & T-Shirts. 

Volunteer 501 (c) (3) Organization 

The Arizona Pilots Association (APA) is an all volunteer 501 (c) (3) organization. The articles 
you find in our newsletter are written by volunteers and do not necessarily reflect the opin-
ions or position of the APA, nor have they been vetted for technical accuracy.  

https://squareup.com/store/azpilots
mailto:webmaster@azpilots.org?subject=Classified%20Ad%20Request
mailto:rick@azpilots.org?subject=Advertising%20Inquiry
https://azpilots.org/more-resources/join-today
https://squareup.com/market/azpilots
https://squareup.com/market/azpilots
https://squareup.com/store/azpilots

