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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
 .Ǌƛŀƴ {ŎƘƻōŜǊΣ !t! tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ  ........................................... н-о 

9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
 WƛƳ ¢ƛƳƳΣ !t! 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ  .................................... п-т 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ !Ǿƛŀǝƻƴ !ŎŎƛŘŜƴǘ {ǳƳƳŀǊȅ 
 WƛƳ ¢ƛƳƳΣ !t! 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ  .................................... у-ф 

D!W{/ ¢ƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘ 
 tǊŜƅƛƎƘǘ ŀƊŜǊ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ............................................... ммо 

 
ð FEATURED ð  
 

{ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ /ƻǊƴŜǊ 
/ƘǊƛǎ bǳƎŜƴǘ .................................................................. мн-мо 

aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ tƘƻǘƻ /ƻǊƴŜǊ 
.ƛƭƭ {ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ .......................................................................... мп 

Cƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ƻǊŘŜǊ .............................................................. мр 

bŀǾŀƧƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ !ƛǊƭƛƊ нлмф ............................... мс-мт 

 
ð SHORT FINAL ð  
 

/Ǌƻǎǎ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ CƭȅƛƴƎ 
IƻǿŀǊŘ 5ŜŜǾŜǊǎ............................................................. му-мф 

D!!wa{Υ ¢ǊǳŜ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ 
CǊŜŘ Dƛōōǎ...................................................................... нл-нн 

 

¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ ..................................................... но--нс 

!ǊƛȊƻƴŀ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪǎ .............................................................. нт 

!t! ²ŜōǎƛǘŜΣ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΣ ϧ aŜǊŎƘŀƴŘƛǎŜ  
{ǘŜŦŀƴƛŜ {ǇŜƴŎŜǊΣ ²ŜōƳŀǎǘŜǊ ........................................ ну-нф 
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Presidentôs Report  

Greetings, 

Cooler weather is finally here and is making flying without air condi-

tioning more bearable. The first snow has fallen in the mountains 

near Flagstaff and the morning temps in the valley are in the 60's. 

APA hosted the first Grapevine fly-in of the season and it was out-

standing. Weekends are packed with backcountry fly-ins, breakfast 

fly-ins and safety seminars. This season, I challenge you to make 

changes in your flying habits. 

Fly to an airport you've not been to before. It will revive your flight 

planning and trip preparation skills, as well as allowing you a new 

experience. 

Take friends and neighbors somewhere. Especially those with kids. 

It doesn't need to be a Young Eagles event, but take kids flying and 

show them what an amazing opportunity it is. Explain how much potential there is in an aviation ca-

reer. If you can show them how much fun it is to work on planes, so much the better! We need 

A&Ps. 

https://www.lufthansa-aviation-training-usa.com/?utm_medium=display&utm_source=APA&utm_campaign=instructor_recruitment
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Got great aviation photos that youôd like to share? 

newsletter@azpilots.org 

Get an additional endorsement or rat-

ing whether you add on tailwheel, complex, 

high performance endorsements, or go for 

Instrument or Instructor ratings. Get out of 

your comfort zone.  

Join a group. APA, a breakfast club, a type 

club, a Facebook group, anything. These 

groups are actively flying, actively participat-

ing in local events and are an amazing place 

to meet like-minded people. 

As pilots, we have an amazing advantage 

over our land-bound brethren. Take ad-

vantage of that, grow your skills toolbox, be-

come a better pilot and participate. I truly look 

forward to seeing you on the ramp soon! 

Blue Skies, 
Bˠiˉʘ 

mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org


 п 

 

Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð October 2019 

 
 

Well the mornings are finally getting slightly cooler, but itôs still a 

bit warmer than I would like. Grumble ï Grumble. As the rest of 

the aviation world appears to be preparing to slow down, and 

start their winter hibernation, things here seem to be picking up. 

Special fly in/open house/breakfast events and the flying activity 

planning seems to be picking up. So, fall and the good flying 

weather has to be getting close. 

If you want to go flying, and perhaps make some money at it, 

here is your opportunity. Last year on May 6 a Grumman TBM-

3 Avenger crashed in the White Mountains, and the owner, Ron Carlson, is now willing to give you 

$30,000 if you can find it for him. He was offering $20,000 but has recently increased the reward. 

Trying to find the airplane will not be as simple as it may sound. First of all, itôs been a bit over a 

year since it went down, and it went into a heavily forested area. To further complicate the prob-

lem, it's also on the Apache Indian Reservation, a sovereign nation mind you, and their laws apply, 

not U.S. laws. That means that, while you can freely fly over the area, to enter the area on the 

ground you canôt simply grab your backpack and run off into the woods in search. You will have to 

first get permission from the Indians to go tromping around on their property. I would also hope that 

they havenôt laid claim to it because itôs on their land. If you plug 33.792289, -109.667258 into 

Google maps, youôll find the marsh that Ron considered putting his bird down in as the altimeter 

wound down. As an experienced bush pilot, he determined the marsh along Boggy Creek wasnôt a 

viable option, but it does serve as an important waypoint for a start. Nearby, at 33.814381, -

109.653824 ATC received the last ping from the Avengerôs transponder, and it was at 10,000ǋ, de-

scending at 1,000ǋ per minute, and headed to the northwest. Remember, these are the mountains 

in eastern Arizona and the terrain surface isnôt that much below 10,000 MSL. Besides, Ron thought 

he was about 800 feet above the ground when he jumped out. The engine wasnôt producing much 

power, and the airplane was descending when they jumped out, so one wouldnôt think the airplane 

would have gone too much farther.  

The insurance company has paid for the loss of the airplane, and itôs theirs, so why does Ron want 

to pay $30,000 for finding it? The answer is 

simple, ñItôs part of me,ò Ron says. A senti-

ment the owner of any classic aircraft can re-

late to. ñItôs a flying museum,ò is his second 

point of reason. He considers these classic 

era aircraft to be living history, worthy of our 

respect and our investment. Finally, and per-

haps most logically, Ron wants to know what 

went wrong. With barely 60 hours on a com-

pletely rebuilt airframe, and engine, an engine 
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failure shouldnôt have happened, and Ron wants to know why it did.  

So, this is the story of Ron Carlson and his Grumman Avenger. The Avenger is out there and waiting 

for someone to find it and collect its reward. $30,000 will buy a lot of Avgas, so Good Luck! 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

 

FAA 

I suspect most of our readers are regular aircraft pi-

lots, but for the drone pilots, I ran across the following 

warning that needs to be taken seriously. The FAA is 

warning the general public that itôs illegal to operate a 

drone with a dangerous weapon attached, and they 

are defining dangerous weapons as guns, flame 

throwers, bombs, fireworks or any device that can 

cause serious injury or death. Attaching a device of 

this type to a drone could cause serious injury to a 

person but it will certainly cause very serious injury to your bank account. Per Section 363 of the 

2018 FAA Reauthorization Act dated Oct 5, 2018, operating a drone with a dangerous device at-

tached could subject you to civil penalties up to $25,000 for each violation, unless you have specific 

approval from the FAA Administrator. 

Now that we must have ADS-B out by the end of the year, an interesting question is, will I be safer 

with ADS-B when I am flying in the National Airspace System? Per the FAA, a five-year study which 

focused on general aviation and small air taxi accidents in the continental U. S. between 2013 and 

2018 shows a significant reduction in the accident and fatal accident rates for aircraft equipped with 

ADS-B Out and In, when compared to aircraft that were not so equipped. This is, no doubt, due in 

part to the cockpit display that pilots typically add when installing the ADS-B avionics. The ADS-B In 

provides an active visual display of surrounding air traffic through the 978 MHz UAT link, and also 

provides a variety of weather products, including local and regional NEXRAD, and weather at air-

ports. 

 

AIRSPACE  

We are still getting last minute notices of 

GPS interference testing that is happening in 

neighboring states that could have an impact 

on air navigation here in Arizona. Reminding 

you once again, if you encounter a loss of 

GPS signal lasting more than a couple of 

minutes, immediately contact ATC and ad-

vise them of the outage providing the time, 

altitude, and location when the outage was 

encountered. 
















































