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Presidentôs Report  

Fellow Aviators, 

 

Weôre close. As Arizona moves forward with reopening the state 

and businesses respond by springing back to life, we look forward 

to burning 100LL and spending time with fellow aviators. After all, 

this is one of the main reasons we fly. 

As much as Iôve dry run emergency procedures in my head, flipped 

through the FAR/AIM (not a terribly dry read, by the way), and 

cleaned our Comanche like itôs never been cleaned, I realize I miss 

the camaraderie of flying the most.  Spending time in the hangar, 

sitting on the observation deck sipping iced tea, planning a quick 

getaway with other pilots - thatôs what flying is truly about. We are a 

community.  We are close to becoming a community that can actu-

ally visit each other again. Thatôs what Iôm most looking forward to. 

continued next page  

http://www.lat-us.com/aviate?utm_medium=print_ad&amp;utm_source=az_pilots_association&amp;utm_campaign=aviate
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Got great aviation photos 

that youôd like to share? 

newsletter@azpilots.org 

As we return to the skies, please consider proficien-

cy. Legal currency is one thing. The three takeoffs 

and landings in 90 days may be doable, but if youôre 

near 90 days and still within legal currency, are you 

proficient? If you are honest with yourself, are you 

truly confident that you are in the best shape to fly 

as PIC? Consider taking a proficient friend along for 

the flight. Even better, consider taking a proficient 

instructor along. Even instructors can get rusty in 

times like this. Get to know your plane again and 

how you manipulate the controls and communications to give you a flight free of unexpected events. 

An end to a dry spell while based at one of the Valleyôs busy towered airports may result in being 

provided a number to call upon landing. Forgetting to put flaps in on landing may surprise you. How 

confident are you in your pattern work? One last thing, it is now fire season and fire operation TFRôs 

are popping up all over. Please be diligent in your pre-flight knowledge of these and all TFRôs. Fire 

TFRôs will often affect our most popular backcountry airstrips, like they are thus far at Grapevine, 

88AZ. 

The bottom line is simple. Stay safe and have fun. Thatôs the primary role of your APA. From geta-

ways and social events to safety seminars, safety and fun are how you continue to stay airborne. Iôll 

see you at an airport soon!  
 

Blue Skies, 

Bˠiˉʘ 

mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org
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Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð June 2020 

 
 

Because of the virus pandemic we are going through, it looks 

like this is again going to be a rather brief report from a news 

standpoint. It seems like everything is still in somewhat of a 

standby mode. There are a few aviation meetings that are be-

coming somewhat active again by going to virtual meetings on 

the web. These type of meetings are good, but they certainly 

are not as good as a face to face meeting for promoting open 

discussion of issues at hand. All the FAA offices are still 

closed, and itôs hard to say when they will be open again. I 

would say we are moving into a new world, and it will be interesting to see what this new normal 

will be. 

Thank goodness they didnôt close the airports on us. From a business standpoint, it canôt be good 

for the flight schools. There do not seem to be the numbers of school planes waiting to take off like 

there had been. However, once airborne, and looking at the number of airplanes on my iPad, the 

ADS-B tells me there are a lot of airplanes out there around me near the airport, and it doesnôt look 

like too much has changed. One of the big things I miss is being able to fly someplace for break-

fast. Iôm just not comfortable with the ignoring of social distancing with a group of people at a res-

taurant. So, now I just go someplace I havenôt seen for a long time, or just make a bunch of touch 

and go landings and practice some flight training maneuvers to sharpen the coordination. 

The NTSB hasnôt been reporting very many accidents lately, and Iôm wondering if a lot of people, 

or at least the marginal pilots, are not flying, or is everyone just being extra cautious, or is it a com-

bination of both.  I would hope everyone is still flying. The weather has been fairly good, so why 

not? I would encourage everyone to at least get enough time in to maintain their proficiency and be 

safe. When things open up more, and everyone comes out of hiding, I would certainly hope our ac-

cident list doesnôt suddenly go wild because everyone had been in hiding, and letting their flying 

skills deteriorate. So let's keep flying! 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

 

FAA 

Perhaps you may have heard, to ensure the contin-

ued safe operation of the air traffic control system 

during the COVID-19 pandemic, the FAA is plan-

ning to temporarily adjust the operating hours of 

approximately 100 control towers nation-

wide (PDF). Making these adjustments allows for 

https://www.faa.gov/coronavirus/regulatory_updates/media/Control_Tower_Hour_Adjustment_list.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/coronavirus/regulatory_updates/media/Control_Tower_Hour_Adjustment_list.pdf
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continued safe operations throughout the national airspace system 

while minimizing health risks to the ATC workforce.  As far as Iôm 

aware, in Arizona, this will only impact Grand Canyon Airport. If you 

are traveling, check the list and Airport NOTAMS so you donôt have 

a surprise. 

 

AIRSPACE 

Some meetings have been happening online, but Iôm not aware of 

any airspace issues that have come up, other than an old noise 

complaint issue that has again resurfaced from some of the resi-

dents in the Pinnacle Peak area north of Scottsdale. In this area just 

east of Pinnacle Peak, the area is slightly higher than the surround-

ing terrain, and planes flying over the area that get a bit low are be-

ing complained about to the SDL FSDO. If you are flying in that ar-

ea, just make certain you are well over 1,000 ft. AGL. It is suspected 

some of the tenants are ñcapturingò ADS-B information from air-

planes flying over the area and using it as a basis for some of their 

complaints. Just remember, you are not allowed to turn off your 

ADS-B or transponder while in flight, besides, I havenôt heard of the 

FAA issuing any low flying violations to anyone flying over the area as a result of these complaints. 

So just pay attention to your AGL altitude when traversing the area.  

 

SAFETY 

Because of the pandemic shut down, aviation safety information from the NTSB in this past reporting 

period has been rather meager, and as a result, aviation safety is somewhat of an unknown. In the 

last reporting period, while the NTSB didnôt report any accidents, we did become aware of a few via 

the Aviation Safety Network and other sources. The NTSB did however release a couple of reports 

on accidents that that had occurred in a previous reporting period. See my June Accident Summary 

for this monthôs details.  

          

CONSTRUCTION 

Coolidge Municipal Airport (P08) has had runway 5-

23 closed for rebuilding, and itôs now scheduled to 

reopen on June 2. However, as with major runway 

construction projects, there will always be a bunch 

of minor items that will require correction/

adjustment that may require a very short term inter-

mittent closing of the runway. The new runway will 

now be approximately 6,000 feet long, including 

blast pads at each end, and the width will now be 

increased to 200 feet wide. With that width of run-

way, does anyone want to make bets on when 




















































