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Presidentôs Report  

Greetings, 

 

As I sit here recovering from a turkey coma, Iôll reflect on what a 

remarkably different year we've had. Politics, health, politics in 

health.... itôs all been thrown at us in one year. Not all has been 

bad, but it certainly hasn't all been good. I'm simply thankful for the 

opportunity to enjoy aviation and to share it with those I love. Cir-

cumstances dictated that I was absent from the air for far longer 

than I wanted to be, and for the first time, it's not a budgetary issue. 

The shutdowns killed most of my aviation destinations. One of my 

favorite passengers feared getting into a small space and risking 

exposure. Of course, summer hit and my Comanche lacks any type 

of air conditioning, making it less enjoyable. I lament the lack of 

time spent actually enjoying the hobby that I love. 

That said, I did not stay absent from aviation. I read multiple blogs daily. I listened to several aviation 

podcasts weekly. I was active in my type forums. I walked through my checklists in my head. In oth-

er words, I stayed as current as I could without actually going airborne. Now, with the help of an in-

structor for a necessary Flight Review, and after a thorough preflight, I'll be able to enjoy the best 

weather in the country for flying. 

APA kicked off the Arizona flying season (finally) with our first campout at Grapevine. With 30 air-

craft arriving between Friday and Sunday, we had 13 aircraft stay overnight Saturday as we held our 

first camping-centered dinner potluck. We saw several new faces and members and many incredibly 

beautiful planes. We were able to start some of the much-needed maintenance alongside the run-

way and plan the next phase of improvement. By the time this is 

published, we'll have spread several hundred tons of gravel 

alongside the runway to help with erosion and assist in aircraft 

exiting the runway. More gravel was delivered to support erosion 

control near the end of the runway. If you are looking to get your 

hands dirty with some fellow pilots, please consider coming out in 

December. The 18th-20th is our campout. We'll have more about 

November's event in the newsletter below, but stay tuned to our 

website, our Facebook, and/or our Instagram for details about 

December. 

Please visit our Events at azpilots.org/calendar for more infor-

mation on other fly-ins, breakfasts, or gatherings around and near 

our state. I hope to meet you at an airport soon - I'll buy your cof-

fee. Cheers! 

Blue Skies, 

Bˠiˉʘ 

http://azpilots.org/calendar
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Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð December 2020 

 
 

December is here, and it started out a bit warm, but has finally 

settled into the normal cool days and evenings, fortunately. Just 

the right formula for enjoying some pleasant flying conditions. I 

wish I could take advantage of it. Iôm still waiting for my engine 

to come back from its overhaul, which should be anytime now. 

Iôm eager to get it broken in and going flying for fun again.  

Because of the continuing pandemic, this monthôs report may 

be short. Some of the usual meetings are continuing online, 

and some have been discontinued for the duration of the 

COVID Virus threat. On a positive note, all the usual meetings that are continuing, are either as a 

teleconference or a video conference, which I think it is really great. No more wasting time driving 

to meetings, and surprisingly, the meetings are more to the point, and just as productive as before; 

however, perhaps some of the personal interaction is missed a bit. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

 

FAA 

It seems like the FAA has been busy, in spite of the virus pandemic, issuing Airworthiness Direc-

tives. They recently adopted AD 2020-21-22 for Cessna 180, 182, and 185 airplanes for reported 

cracks in the tail cone and horizontal stabilizer. The AD will require inspecting the tail cone and sta-

bilizer for corrosion and cracks, and repairing as necessary. Itôs estimated that this AD will impact 

approximately 6,586 airplanes domestically, and it will go into effect December 7, 2020. More de-

tailed information is available on their website here. How many additional aircraft this will impact 

internationally could be interesting, because these models are often considered backcountry work 

planes. 

If this wasnôt bad enough, the FAA apparently didnôt want anyone to think they were picking on 

them, so they also issued perhaps an even more impres-

sive AD on Piper Aircraft. Apparently, a wing spar corro-

sion problem in a hard to inspect area in specific Piper PA

-28 and PA-32 models that could cause a fatal failure was 

the basis for the issuance of the new wing spar inspection 

AD. The directive was published on November 23 and will 

be effective on December 28 with compliance required 

within 12 months, or 100 hours of service, whichever 

comes first. Both right and left main spars must be visual-

ly inspected, and corrective action must be taken if neces-

https://rgl.faa.gov/Regulatory_and_Guidance_Library/rgad.nsf/AOCADSearch/C8C585A037FE19EE862586140053CE37?OpenDocument
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sary. Also, re-inspection will be required every seven 

years. It is estimated that this AD will impact approximate-

ly 11,476 aircraft. See final rule for the details of the Air-

worthiness Directive. 

 

AIRSPACE 

The forest wildfire season is supposed to be over, howev-

er, still be on the watch for fire TFRs. Before every flight 

check for TFRs and NOTAMS, and always fly informed. 

It seems the airspace world appears to be operating calmly and smoothly, and there hasnôt been an-

ything that we are aware of that would warrant your attention or impact your flying activity at the mo-

ment. Just fly carefully and be aware of the airspace you are flying in and itôs limitations. 

 

SAFETY 

Aviation safety in the past reporting period may not have been the best, but it may be a bit hard to 

determine. Late last October the NTSB decided they were going to build a new and better aviation 

accident reporting website, and then shut down the old website. However, itôs a bit hard to fathom 

why they shut down the old website now, while the new website is nowhere near completion. So, 

now we donôt have an NTSB source of detailed information at all. We are using the Aviation Safety 

Network (ASN) as a source of information, but that has its issues. First is that information provided is 

very brief, not very detailed, and the source of information is from media reports. These TV and 

newspaper reports may not be a very reliable or accurate source, as you can well imagine. One has 

to realize, the reporters are often not knowledgeable about aviation. The second part of the problem 

is that the ASN reports cover the entire world and include military accidents. Some of the accidents 

reported may not even involve structural damage, as defined by the NTSB, but were reported by the 

media. Also, the reports are not easily sortable, so much time is spent reviewing all the worldôs avia-

tion accidents to find the ones occurring in Arizona. 

At this point I guess we would like to solicit your help. If you are aware of an aviation accident occur-

ring here in Arizona, please advise us at jtimm@azpilots.org of the date, location, aircraft make, and 

type, and with as much detail as possible, so we can include the information in the monthly accident 

report for the aviation communityôs benefit.  

This monthôs report contains nine accidents, and fortunately they apparently were all minor in nature, 

and there werenôt any aviation injuries or fatalities. See my November Accident Summary report 

elsewhere in this newsletter for the details, and please continue to fly safe.  

 

CONSTRUCTION 

Evidently, funding is being made available by the FAA and 

several airports around the state have construction pro-

jects planned or in progress. Unfortunately, we donôt have 

all the latest details of these projects, so check for NO-

TAMs at your destination airport to see what may be oc-

https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2020-25690/p-11
mailto:jtimm@azpilots.org
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curring so that when you arrive you arenôt unpleasantly 

surprised. Always use caution and fly informed. 

APA is actively working with a number of airports around 

the state assisting with the updating of their Airport Master 

Plans, thus providing the pilot and aircraft ownerôs per-

spective in the process. Lake Havasu City Municipal Air-

port (HII), Superior Municipal Airport (E81), Sedona Airport 

(SEZ), Flagstaff (FLG), Laughlin/Bullhead International 

Airport (IFP), and Grand Canyon Airport (GCN) are cur-

rently in the Master Plan update process. The H. A, Clark 

Memorial Field in Williams has just started their airport master plan update process. 

 

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO FLY FOR BREAKFAST: 

Because of the present virus pandemic, some of the airport restaurants may have take-out service 

available. Call ahead. 

The fly in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport (P08), is on the first Saturday of the month, and 

the Breakfast season is operating on schedule. 

On the second Saturday consider flying down to Ryan Field (RYN) near Tucson for breakfast or 

lunch at Ritchieôs Restaurant. They are open from 6 am to 3 pm. The owner, Richie, will offer a fly in 

special to pilots that mention that they are AZ Pilots Members and saw the offer in the newsletter. 

For more info contact Richie at 520-444-7467. 

The Falcon Field EAA Warbirds Squadron fly in breakfast and car show which was on the third Sat-

urday of the month is still on hold awaiting approval from the City of Mesa to restart. 

Grapevine is open full time, but the third Saturday of each month is a special time for a group camp 

dinner on Saturday evening. Come and camp for the weekend! The camp host will prepare the main 

course, and campers, please bring a side dish or dessert to share. Always check for TFRs be-

cause Grapevine, which lies within a National Forest, is heavily used by the Forest Service 

for fighting wildfires or the Military for Special Training. 

The City of Casa Grande is planning on refurbishing the food service area in their Airport terminal 

area formally occupied by the Foxtrot Cafe and will be issuing a request for quote for someone to 

provide food handling services at the airport. Hopefully, the Casa Grande Airport will again have a 

fly in breakfast available soon on the last Saturday of the 

month.  

 

Check with the APA Getaway Flights program and 

online calendar for fun weekend places to fly. 

J˔ʗ 

http://www.apple.com/
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By Mark Spencer  

 

Our first monthly fly in for Grapevine went off 

without a hitch in November, and with addition-

al guests from the USAF! 

With severe fire conditions across the Tonto National Forest the APA 

decided to hold off on our usual monthly fly in the third weekend at 

Grapevine until last month. We launched our new potluck dinner plan at 

this event, and it was a hit, with overnight camping at nearly a record 

high of 13 aircraft overnight and 21 people around the campfire on Sat-

urday night, 4 aircraft Friday night.  

The weekend began with the USAF using the airstrip for their parachute 

drops on Friday, complete with parachute landings alongside the air-

strip. Remember, always check our Facebook and official sites for the 

latest news on military use of Grapevine. We try to coordinate this use, 

but being charted as a private airstrip makes NOTAMS naming the air-

strip impossible. 

Saturday there were 30 airplanes throughout the day, spreading the workload of parking aircraft out 

to a safer and more manageable pace for our volunteers.  

Among the 30 airplanes were Tod Dickey's Grumman Widgeon, two Lake amphibians, and two RV-

10s, one of which was from California. We also had a visitor from NM. 

Our APA President, Brian Schober, arrived to drop 

off his tractor for help in spreading the 400 tons of 

material we would receive the first week of December, courtesy of the USFS with annual funding se-

cured by the Recreational Aviation Foundation through the federal budget process. 

Our most senior supporters of the Grapevine efforts, Paul and Charlie Pitkin, were there to help with 

the material. Paul turns 86 next month and has been relentless in supporting the efforts to re-open 

and keep open the Grapevine. You can thank him and Charlie for the firewood and picnic supplies 

Grapevine Update 
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Prescott Arizona Airstripð14+ Acres 

Price:$ 195,000 

Call: Daryl Austermiller at (928) 379-3080  

Email: da737retired@gmail.com 

that seem to magically appear each month at the site! 

A huge thank you to Mike and Diana Andresen, Brian Schober, Chris 

Nugent, Rick Bosshardt, and our newest volunteers for the Grapevine 

effort including Tracy Hardy, of Tucson, for being there to receive the 20 

plus loads of material and all the work in spreading and compacting. If 

you are interested in helping out at Grapevine, please let us know! 

Grapevine requires a lot of work to keep going, but is well worth it based 

on event attendance and the number of inquiries we receive about visit-

ing the strip. You know the old saying, many hands make light work in 

this all-volunteer effort. We should be reaching out the beginning of next 

year for help with additional maintenance and more material arriving. 

Lastly, our friend and supporter, Kelly Jardine, District Ranger, has 

started the NEPA process for getting a vault toilet placed at Grape-

vine in 2021 from the annual funds coming through the RAP's budget 

work. 

Even with the struggles in 2020, Grapevine gets better every year 

thanks to your support! 

Mˉʿʔ 

RICHIEôs Cafe at Ryan airport (KRYN) Tucson, AZ, 

is a great place for Arizona Pilots Association members to fly into.   

 

The owner, Richie, will offer a fly in special to pilots that mention that they are     

AZ Pilots Members and saw the offer in the newsletter, any Saturday of the month. 

 

The Cafe is located near the self service fuel station, and is open from 6 AM to 3 PM. 

 

For further information, contact Richie at 520-444-7467 

mailto:da737retired@gmail.com
mailto:stef@azpilots.org?subject=Volunteers%20for%20Grapevine
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December Aviation Accident Summary 
by Jim Timm 

 
The following are the reports of aviation accidents that have occurred in Arizona from late October 

through late November. The APA will use this detailed accident information to develop safety pro-

grams, briefings, and posters/flyers that would help pilots learn from the mistakes being made by 

others, and take the action necessary to prevent them from having similar accidents. 

For the past reporting period, aviation safety may once again be somewhat of an unknown, in that 

no accident information was available from the NTSB. Because of the virus pandemic, the head of 

the NTSB has taken the position that investigators will not be going to accident sites for investiga-

tion, except in special directed cases, and will be relying on the media, the FAA, and local law en-

forcement notes and photos for information.  

However, more importantly, I am afraid we will be having a major problem with developing detailed 

safety reports for a while because the NTSB had also shut down their accident reporting website 

since October 20, 2020. I contacted a local NTSB investigator to ask what had happened, and I was 

told the NTSB is building a new and better website for accident information, and they shut down the 

old website. I was advised that I may be able to access accident information in the meantime on the 

NTSB CAROL website. I went to the CAROL site, and had a friend also go to the CAROL site, and 

neither of us were able to gain detailed information access. Itôs unknown when the new improved 

site will be up and running, but I was advised it may not be soon.  

In the meantime Iôll be working primarily with the Aviation Safety Network (ASN). They cover aviation 

accidents with information obtained from the media, which is often a bit inaccurate, and they report 

on accidents that are occurring ALL OVER the world. Their information doesnôt seem to be sortable, 

so developing an Arizona report will be time consuming, and with very limited and possibly question-

able information. 

This lack of ñofficialò accident reporting is more than a bit disturbing. We will continue to try to spur 

action to get the new and improved NTSB website up and running. So, in the meantime, I will be 

working with the Aviation Safety Network and notes from other various sources.  

 

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS PROVIDED BY THE ASN 

Accident Date: October 4, 2020 

Location: Rimrock 

Aircraft Type: Cessna 150H 

Injuries: 1 Uninjured 

LOSS OF CONTROL LANDING 

The aircraft experienced a runway excursion af-

ter a landing attempt at Rimrock Airport (48AZ), 

Rimrock, Arizona. The airplane sustained sub-

stantial damage and the sole pilot onboard was 

not injured. 

 

Accident Date: October 24, 2020 

Location: Carefree  

Aircraft Type: Cessna 172 

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

AIRCRAFT STALLED ON APPROACH 

The aircraft experienced an approach stall and 

subsequent impact with airport terrain short of 

the intended runway at Carefree at SkyRanch 

(18AZ). Both occupants onboard were not in-

jured and the airplane sustained substantial 

damage. 
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Accident Date: October 21, 2020 

Location: Show Low 

Aircraft Type: Piper PA28-180 

Injuries: 1 Uninjured 

OFF AIRPORT LANDING 

Following a loss of engine power, the aircraft 

force landed on US 60 near Cibecue, southwest 

of Show Low. The airplane sustained moderate 

damage to the RH wing leading edge and the 

sole pilot onboard was not injured during the in-

cident. 

 

Accident Date: November 6, 2020 

Location: Glendale 

Aircraft Type: Remos GX 

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

LANDING GEAR STRUCTURAL FAILURE ON 

LANDING 

A structural member in the landing gear failed 

resulting in the aft portion of the aircraft becom-

ing damaged when the main gear failed during 

landing. 

 

 

Accident Date: November 6, 2020 

Location: Chandler 

Aircraft Type: Cessna 150F 

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

LOSS OF DIRECTIONAL CONTROL LANDING 

The aircraft experienced a loss of directional 

control and subsequent runway excursion upon 

landing at Chandler Municipal Airport (CHD/

KCHD), Chandler, Arizona. The airplane came to 

rest inverted, sustaining substantial damage, 

and the two occupants onboard were not injured. 

 

 

Accident Date: November 9,2020 

Location: Mesa 

Aircraft Type: Diamond DA-40 

Injuries: 1 Uninjured (Aircraft) 1 Minor Injury 

(Ground Vehicle) 

GROUND TAXI ACCIDENT 

The aircraft sustained minor damage upon im-

pact with a ground maintenance vehicle during 

taxi into the aircraft run-up area at Falcon Field 

Airport (FFZ/KFFZ), Mesa, Arizona. The sole pi-

lot onboard the airplane was not injured and the 

sole operator of the ground maintenance skid 

steer vehicle received minor injuries. 

 

 

Accident Date: November 10, 2020 

Location: Prescott 

Aircraft Type: Pipistrel Sinus 912 

Injuries: 1 Uninjured 

LOSS OF CONTROL ON TAKE OFF 

The aircraft experienced a ground loop and sub-

sequent nose over during a takeoff attempt at 

Prescott Regional Airport/Ernest A Love Field 

(PRC), Prescott. The motor glider sustained mi-

nor damage and the sole pilot onboard was not 

injured during the incident. 

 

 

Accident Date: November 13, 2020 

Location: Benson 

Aircraft Type: Air Creation Buggy 

Injuries: 1 Uninjured 

HARD LANDING 

The aircraft sustained substantial damage during 

a hard landing to the terrain and subsequent 

Photo Credit Arizona DPS  
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A Few Words About Safety 
Denny Granquist 

 

ñFlashlights work well during the day, especially where the sun doesn't 
shine. Extra batteries always seem to come in handy.ò 

 
 

ñFlying with pilots is harder than flying without them.ò  

Redbird LD Flight Simulator Rental 

at Chandler Air Service 

Price:$ 70.00  

Call: (480) 093-6420  

Email: fly@aerobatics.com 

nose-gear loss in Benson. The sole pilot 

onboard the weight-shift-control (WSC) trike was 

not injured. 

 

 

Accident Date: November 24, 2020 

Location: Mesa (FFZ) 

Aircraft Type: Cessna 210C 

Injuries: 1 Uninjured 

LANDING GEAR FAILURE ON LANDING 

The aircraft sustained minor damage upon expe-

riencing a nose-gear collapse subsequent to 

landing at Falcon Field Airport, Mesa. The sole 

pilot onboard the airplane was not injured during 

the incident. 

mailto:fly@aerobatics.com
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Aircraft Performance Monitoring 

 

This outreach guidance is provided to all FAA and aviation industry groups that are participating in 

outreach efforts sponsored by the General Aviation Joint Steering Committee (GAJSC).  It is im-

portant that all outreach on a given topic is coordinated and is free of conflicts.  Therefore, all out-

reach products should be in alignment with the outline and concepts listed below for this topic. 

 

Outreach Month:  December 2020 

Topic: Aircraft Performance Monitoring (SCF-SE-49)  

The FAA and industry will conduct a public education campaign emphasizing the safety benefits of 

Aircraft Performance Monitoring 

 

Background:  

The General Aviation Steering Committee (GAJSC) System/Component Failure work group con-

tends that unreasonable expectations with respect to aircraft performance have contributed to fatal 

GA accidents..  The GAJSC also feel that flight data monitoring can help to forecast system/

component problems before they reach the point of failure. 

Airlines have long been required to equip their air-

craft with flight data and voice recorders.  These 

were, in the beginning, rudimentary devices to rec-

ord basic flight information.  But now they have 

evolved to a plethora of sensors throughout the air-

craft.  Data from these sensors are recorded 

onboard or streamed to the ground where they un-

dergo manual or automated analysis.  Information 

derived from the data is very useful in maintenance 

planning and invaluable in accident investigation.   

While itôs true that most GA aircraft donôt have dedi-

cated automatic flight data recording devices now; 

https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/january-2017-aircraft-performance-and-monitoring
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Fly Loops and Rolls! 

Price:$ 220.00  

Call: Glenn Roberts at (602) 463-5528 

Email: glennsroberts@icloud.com  

we will be able to enjoy the benefits of equipage in the 

future.  In the meantime itôs often surprising to see what 

we already have.  Manufacturers are already offering 

self-contained flight data and visual data recorders for 

GA airplanes and helicopters.   

Regardless of how they monitor performance, pilots 

continue to hold unreasonable expectations for their air-

craft and themselves.  Reasonable performance expec-

tations based on realistic data result in safer flight operations. 

 

Teaching Points:  

¶ Discuss the hazards associated with unreasonable performance expectations 

¶ Discuss the safety benefits of Flight Data Monitoring (FDM). 

¶ Acquaint pilots with the availability of FDM hardware and software. 

¶ Encourage pilots to adopt FDM processes. 

 

References: 

¶ Aircraft Performance and Performance Monitoring Power Point 

¶ Flight Data Monitoring Systems and Non-Required Safety Enhancing Equipment  

 

DOWNLOADS: PowerPoint Presentation Slides... 

mailto:glennsroberts@icloud.com
https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/january-2017-aircraft-performance-and-monitoring
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Featured  

Ajo, Arizona, is a perfect day 

trip or weekend adventure for 

all pilots. The Ajo Food Pantry 

also needs dry and canned 

food items. There is an oppor-

tunity to combine both flying 

and philanthropy. A donation 

box is located inside the Ajo 

Country Club (approximately a 

10-minute walk from the Ajo 

Airport). The food donation box 

will remain at the golf course 

club throughout the winter (until 

April 2021). The box will be 

emptied each Saturday, and 

the contents will be delivered to 

the community food bank for distribution. The Ajo Food Pantry serves the town of Ajo and the great-

er community, including the native nation. COVID-19 and the lack of summer monsoon rain has neg-

atively impacted Arizonaôs rural communities (especially those dependent on native gardening prac-

tices as a source of food).  Your generous food donations will help feed a community where 30% of 

the full-time residents are in poverty.  

Ajo Airport has a unique chapter in Arizonaôs aviation history. The military built the airport in 1941 

before entry into WWII. In 1951, Ajo residents Malin and Myreel Lewis, who represented the Ajo 

Chamber of Commerce, went to D.C. to ask the Civil Aeronautics Board to support commercial air 

service to Ajo, AZ. Bonanza Air 

(merged with Air West) started 

service in 1952. It was not a 

commercial success, and pas-

senger air service was short-

lived.  

The copper mine has long been 

tapped out, yet our Sonoran De-

sert town still thrives. It has 

emerged as an artist and snow-

bird destination. Ajo is known as 

the gateway to Mexico, and 

Tohono Oôodham Nation, and 

Ajo Airport and Food Drive 



 мс 

 

Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument. 

The historic Spanish colonial plaza and 

Curley School in the town center showcase 

the townôs wealth and yesteryear popula-

tion.  

Eric Marcus Municipal Airport information:  

https://www.airnav.com/airport/P01 

ADOT Ajo Airport information: https://

web.archive.org/web/20121013071028/

http://www.azdot.gov/mpd/

airport_development/airports/

airports_list.asp?FAA=P01  

Ajo Country Club (open to the public and 

has a restaurant that is volunteer run): 

https://www.tripadvisor.com/

Attraction_Review-g60924-d254275-

Reviews-Ajo_Country_Club_Golf_Course-

Ajo_Arizona.html  

Ajo Center for Sustainable Agriculture (Ajo 

food pantryôs parent organization): http://

ajocsa.com/about/  

Visit Ajo Instagram: https://

www.instagram.com/visitajo/  

Ajo Chamber of Commerce: http://

www.ajochamber.com/  

Recommended Accommodations: http://

www.sonorancc.com/  

Ajo Contact for questions or information: 

Kimball Allen, KimballAllen-

Media@gmailcom,  (206) 516-9661  

K˔ʸbʨʶʕ 

https://www.airnav.com/airport/P01
https://web.archive.org/web/20121013071028/http:/www.azdot.gov/mpd/airport_development/airports/airports_list.asp?FAA=P01
https://web.archive.org/web/20121013071028/http:/www.azdot.gov/mpd/airport_development/airports/airports_list.asp?FAA=P01
https://web.archive.org/web/20121013071028/http:/www.azdot.gov/mpd/airport_development/airports/airports_list.asp?FAA=P01
https://web.archive.org/web/20121013071028/http:/www.azdot.gov/mpd/airport_development/airports/airports_list.asp?FAA=P01
https://web.archive.org/web/20121013071028/http:/www.azdot.gov/mpd/airport_development/airports/airports_list.asp?FAA=P01
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g60924-d254275-Reviews-Ajo_Country_Club_Golf_Course-Ajo_Arizona.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g60924-d254275-Reviews-Ajo_Country_Club_Golf_Course-Ajo_Arizona.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g60924-d254275-Reviews-Ajo_Country_Club_Golf_Course-Ajo_Arizona.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g60924-d254275-Reviews-Ajo_Country_Club_Golf_Course-Ajo_Arizona.html
http://ajocsa.com/about/
http://ajocsa.com/about/
https://www.instagram.com/visitajo/
https://www.instagram.com/visitajo/
http://www.ajochamber.com/
http://www.ajochamber.com/
http://www.sonorancc.com/
http://www.sonorancc.com/
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Thank you to Andy Durbin for this monthõs photos 

Where will you go next? Send your photos to newsletter@azpilots.org ! 

Taken at Red Creek  

Taken at Superior  

mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org


 му 

 

by James R. Ward November 7, 2020 

 

Among the US pilot community, Aerobatic Practice Areas are perhaps the least-known among FAA-

designated Miscellaneous Activity Areas within the National Airspace System.
1
 This paper introduc-

es APAs, their purpose, and how the FAA informs pilots about them. It advocates for improving pilot 

awareness of this airspace in order to step up safety for APA users and non-participants alike. 

Aerobatic Practice Areas: Why and What 

Federal regulations permit aerobatic flight in most Class E and G airspace above 1,500 feet.
2
 That's 

a sufficient floor for most aerobatically-inclined pilots, though not for all. Airshow pilots, for example, 

practiceðand are testedðat the minimum altitudes they'll fly in their performances. Developing and 

maintaining the "sight picture" at such low altitudes is essential to flying safely. 

Aerobatic competition pilots are similarly situated. Rules for sanctioned competitions permit maneu-

vering at heights as low as 328'. 

Pilots flying aerobatics at these altitudes, or under other conditions prohibited by FAR, operate under 

the terms of an FAA waiver. Airspace subject to such a waiver is an Aerobatic Practice Area.
3
 

FAA has issued waivers for dozens of Aerobatic Practice Areas throughout the United States. 

APA Sites 

Each APA is situated at a fixed location and bounded laterally and vertically. APAs vary in shape 

and height. The lateral bounds of some form a circle, others, a rectangle, and a handful, irregular 

polygons. Low height limits range from the surface to 1,500'; high limits often run to 5,000'.
4
 

Several considerations factor into APA placement. Safetyðfor people and objects on the surface as 

well as usersðis paramount. Topography and noise figure prominently, too. Subtler factors include: 

¶ having an underlying, surveyed and/or marked competition box  

¶ the presence of natural surface features or man-made objects to identify boundaries meaningful 

to users 

¶ proximity to an airport, to accommodate unexpected situations requiring a safe, speedy return 

¶ surface accessibility by vehicle for ground observers 

An Overview of Aerobatic Practice Areas 

1
 APAôs better-known brethren, Parachute Jumping Areas and Glider Operating Areas, have been charted for many 

years. 

2
 All altitudes are feet AGL except those within Chart Supplement excerpts; those are MSL unless labeled otherwise. 

3
 Aerobatic competition boxes are distinct from APAs and omitted from this paper. Competition boxes are temporary and 

require issuance of a Class I NOTAM. Given their operational requirements, conflicts by non-participants are rare, moni-

tored by multiple ground personnel and readily resolved. 
4
 Practice areas used by jets have higher upper limits.  
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¶ distance from federal airways 

APA users are responsible to see and avoid traffic, like all other VMC operators within the NAS. FAA 

often impose further obligations on APA users, such as requirements for weather minima in excess 

of basic VFR, regularly scanning the area for conflicting traffic and monitoring/announcing on CTAF 

if an airport is nearby. 

APAs Near Airports 

Most APAs are adjacent to airports or a short distance away. While they don't influence runway safe-

ty, they do affect pattern safety and warrant non-participating pilots' attention. A few cases illustrate 

why: 

¶ At Marana, AZ, the APA is a 1 kilometer/side square centered about 2 miles SSE of the runway 

30 numbers. It overlies a surveyed, permanently marked competition box. Anyone departing 

toward the prominent quarry south of the airport flies through. Pilots mistakenly flying left traffic 

for runway 30 sometimes fly through, too. 
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¶ The Coolidge, AZ APA lies over airport property east of runways 17-35. Underneath is a com-

petition box, presently unmarked. Arrivals via a crosswind for runway 5 fly through, as do depar-

tures off any runway making an early turn east over the airport. 

¶ The Ephrata, WA APA and marked competition box lies overhead the airport. Here, the traffic 

pattern is moved to the west and south sides of the field for all runways each time the APA/box 

is in use. Transiting pilots occasionally fly through, off CTAF frequency, en route to or from the 

nearby VOR. Now and then, landing pilots accustomed to east-side traffic for runways 3, 11 and 

21 join a 45Ü entry before making a radio call and learning the APA is active. 

 

Vigilance by APA users is essential to safety. At airports like these, participants announce their APA 

usage on CTAF, then monitor the frequency and scan for traffic while maneuvering. If present, 
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ground observersðusually other pilots serving in a coaching or critiquing roleðalso look for traffic; 

they report conflicts to the pilot by radio. 

APA traffic conflicts requiring a resolving action by one or both pilots are common; collisions are not. 

Deconfliction usually involves the APA user returning to straight-and-level flight, a radio conversa-

tion and either a course change by the non-participant or other avoidance maneuvering by one or 

both pilots. When an experienced ground observer is present, he or she can point out each aircraft 

to the other to facilitate resolution. 

A missing link in the APA safety equation is the non-participating pilot. Though APA locations and 

altitudes are available to every NAS user, they're difficult to find, interpret, and apply. Equipping non

-participants with readily accessible APA locations and altitudes would increase awareness, vigi-

lance, and safety. 

Finding APAs Today 

Here's a synopsis of the means by which FAA disseminates APA information today. 

Where they're not visible: APAs are not depicted on sectional or EFB charts. Due to their long-

term duration, APAs don't qualify for issuance as Class I NOTAMsðmeaning pilots checking NO-

TAMs with an electronic provider or FSS won't learn about them. APAs aren't mentioned in pilot 

training syllabi or on any FAA knowledge exam; it's reasonable to infer that most pilots are unaware 

of their existence. 

Where they are visible: APAs do appear in the Special Notices section of Chart Supplements. 

Mentions of them also appear, irregularly, commingled with other data in nearby airports' Remarks 

sections. Here's an example from Marana, AZ (KAVQ):
5
 

 

APA descriptions in Chart Supplements' Special Notices have no uniform template. Many appear in 

a list of the center pointôs fix, radial, distance, size and altitude limits. Shape is implied. An excerpt: 

 

5 !ÌÌ ÅØÃÅÒÐÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÓÏÕÒÃÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ &!!ΈÓ 3ÏÕÔÈ×ÅÓÔ #ÈÁÒÔ 3ÕÐÐÌÅÍÅÎÔȢ  
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This Special Notice for the two Aerobatic Practice Areas at Santa Paula models how best to present 

APAs in soft- or hard-copy print. The chart snippet together with a textual description provides the 

reader with instantly useful information: 

Other Special Notices, such as this one for the Marana APA, leave the reader without an immediate 

sense of the APA's location relative to pertinent landmarks: 

Such obscurity and inconsistency challenge pilots to learn if a flight may transit through or near an 

APA. 

FAA has designated a distinct chart symbol to mark APAs on VFR Charts, Terminal Area Charts and 

VFR Flyway Charts: 

 

 

At publication time, the symbol is not yet deployed on any visual charts spot-checked by the author.
6
 

Improving APA Awareness for Non-Participating Pilots 

An opportunity to improve APA safety exists right now, by making it easier for non-participating pilots 

to know about and identify APAs. The effect? Greater awareness yields greater vigilance, which 

yields fewer conflicts between participating and non-participating aircraft, which yields a safer envi-

ronment for all. 

6 4ÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒ ÃÈÅÃËÅÄ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ !0!Ó ÓÉÔÕÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ .Å× (ÁÍÐÓÈÉÒÅȟ !ÒÉÚÏÎÁ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÕÔÈÅÒÎ #ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁȢ .ÏÎÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÃÈÁÒÔÅÄȢ  
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CFII Accepting New Students 

Email: Patrick Williams at (480) 737-5999 

Email: pwilliamsaz@gmail.com  

Jˉɵeʟ 

To seed a conversation, here are a few means of exposing APAs that publishers, regulators, and 

other stakeholders might consider, should the value of increasing APA safety resonate: 

Deploy the APA visual chart symbol at all APA locations within the NAS. 

Create map data for popular EFBs that show APA boundaries and altitude limits, similar to what 

some EFB providers publish for Parachute Jumping Areas. 

Establish and apply a uniform templateðincluding a chart snippetðto describe APAs in Chart 

Supplements. 

Tweak teaching and recurrency curricula to include an equivalent level of content for APAs as is 

done for other types of Miscellaneous Activity Areas. 

Each item relies on existing methods and tools; no wheel reinvention is required. 

The author is a longtime pilot, flight instructor, aerobatic competitor and APA user. He lives in Seattle 

and Tucson. Reach him at james.roger.ward@gmail.com. Views expressed are his. 

ά   
 

                              έ 

A Few Words About Safety 
Denny Granquist 

 

ñThe slower I do things the faster I get things done.ò 
 
 

ñGPS direct may the most appealing but it maybe the most 
dangerous especially when high terrain is in play.ò  

mailto:pwilliamsaz@gmail.com
mailto:james.roger.ward@gmail.com
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https://ronorozco.files.wordpress.com/2020/12/airstrip-property-for-sale-pp.pdf
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by Chris Nugent 

 

We closed the 2020 scholarship application cycle in mid-November, and I am happy to report that 

we received a total of 29 applications! This is up slightly from the 24 we received in 2019, and in 

looking through the submissions, itôs encouraging to see that in spite of the recent turmoil in the avia-

tion industry, there is still a strong commitment to aviation careers by high school and college age 

individuals. 

As is generally the case, we received a significant number of applications from students enrolled in 

the aviation program at the East Valley Institute of Technology (EVIT) and the aviation programs at 

Chandler-Gilbert Community College and the University of North Dakota. However, we also saw an 

increase in applications for students enrolled at other universities such as Arizona State and local 

flight schools such as ATP. With regard to career objectives, most of the applicants are focused on 

becoming professional aviators (read: airline pilots), with several expressing interest in becoming ca-

reer CFIôs.   

The scholarship committee is already hard at work evaluating the applications and we expect to 

complete our selection of winners before the Christmas holiday. Weôll be awarding 8 scholarships 

again this year, each valued at $2,500.  

Thanks again to those of you that have recently donated to the scholarship program. However, as I 

mentioned in last monthôs update, we are still far behind in funding the program for the current award 

cycle. Please consider making a tax-deductible donation to the scholarship program as we close out 

this calendar and tax year. The winners are truly appreciative, and it helps APA fulfill our mis-

sion of building the next generation of Arizona aviators! 

Thank you again for your continued 

support of the scholarship program 

and Happy Holidays!  

~  Scholarship Corner  ~ 

C˓ˠiʟ 

One picture says it allé. Tim OôHara (2019 APA Scholarship Winner 

and future USAF aviator) passed his Private Pilot check ride in August 

http://azpilots.org/donate
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Short Final  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !t!Φ 

By Howard Deevers 

 

You might be thinking about aerobatic flying, but no, this ñflying on the 

edgeò means flying the edge of the State of Arizona, something that I 

have been thinking about doing for several years. I wanted to fly the com-

plete border of the State. The trip would start in Nogales, then fly along 

the border between Mexico and Arizona to Yuma, then follow the Colora-

do River north, then the border east bound to the Four Corners, and then 

south and end up back in Nogales. 

Sounds simple enough, right? There are a few things to consider before making such a trip. On the 

Arizona side of the border of Mexico is the Goldwater Range, Restricted Areas R2301W and 

R2301E. If the military is doing training in those areas, you cannot fly through or along the border. 

High altitude is a consideration in the east between Arizona and New Mexico. In the heat of the sum-

mer, the high-density altitude might be a problem as well. Like any cross-country trip, weather is al-

ways a factor.  

My big break came on Thanksgiving weekend. With the weather cool, clear, and most other factors 

cleared, I talked to my friend, Alexander, and we agreed that Sunday and Monday, November 29-30, 

2020, would be our best shot at this for the year. Early Sunday morning we departed from our base 

in Marana and made the short flight to Nogales. After departing Nogales, I contacted Albuquerque 

Center to see if the Restricted areas were open. Yes, we could fly the border from Nogales to Yuma. 

I had anticipated this since it is a 4 day weekend for many, including the military. Even Yuma Tower 

was closed, but the approach control was still on duty.  

After departing Nogales, there is some higher terrain to cross, then the desert goes downhill all the 

way to Yuma, which is only 213 feet MSL. There are some Wildlife refuge areas that require that you 

fly at least 2000 feet above those areas. We flew this part at about 7000 feet so that ATC could still 

see us on radar, too. The border is marked most of the way by a wall, but there are some areas that 

you can't really tell the US from Mexico at that alti-

tude. The desert is awesome to see all the way 

across. 

After a short break in Yuma, we topped off the gas 

and headed north following the Colorado River. This 

part we flew at 2500 to 3000 feet AGL. The river has 

many twists and turns, and both sides of the river 

have many farms and the area is green, where the 

desert was brown. We did a touch and go at Parker 

(P20), then continued to Lake Havasu City (HII), and 

did another touch and go there. Before the airport we 

Flying on the Edge 

Nice bright and full moon rising, 

first straight ahead, then off to the right 
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got some pictures of the London Bridge that pro-

vides quite a lot of history for that area. After our 

touch and go, we continued to follow the river to the 

Laughlin Bullhead airport (KIFP) and stopped for fuel 

and rest.  

Now it is was mid-afternoon, and our final goal for 

the day was Page, AZ. In order to make Page, we 

cut off the northwest corner of the state, since we 

had traveled that part already on other trips, and 

headed eastward south of the Grand Canyon and 

around the Special Flight Rules area into Page. We 

got to see the full moon coming up in the east and landed there just before 6 PM. Watching the 

moon rise was the ñicing on the cakeò for the trip.  

The objective of this trip was not to fly it as fast as possible, but to fly it as low as practical, so we 

could experience as much of the terrain and see as many ground features as possible. Some of the 

areas that we flew over could only be experienced 

from the air as there are no roads into those back-

country areas.  

The airport services were already closed in Page 

(KPGA), and it was cold and dark except for the 

bright moon light. We got a cab to our hotel for the 

night and ordered a pizza to be delivered. The next 

morning, we were able to watch the full moon setting 

in the west.  

It was cold in Page. We got to the airport at 8 AM 

when things opened. Full fuel and ready we were off 

at 9 AM and headed east along the Arizona/Utah border. This time there was no marking to show 

where one state became another. The only way we knew were we were was from the iPads with 

ForeFlight. Everything in this part of the state is at high elevation. Page is 4317 feet MSL and only 

27 miles to the east is Navajo Mountain at 10,346 feet. We passed through Monument Valley where 

there are many features at 5 to 6 thousand feet. In 

about one hour and ten minutes we were over the 

four corners where a monument is placed to mark 

the boundary of Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, and 

Utah. We circled the monument twice, flying through 

4 different States in less than 4 minutes.  

Now it was time to head south. There is much more 

high terrain, and we were climbing to 10,500 feet to 

clear the tops of some of these mountains. Many still 

had snow on them from the storm that passed this 

area just over a week before. The further south we 

went, the more population we saw, and that was not 

much. Our next stop was Springerville, AZ (KJTC). 

Electronics complementing the steam guages 

Lined up for final approach into Page, AZ 

Moon going down the next morning 
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Got great aviation photos that youôd like to share? 

newsletter@azpilots.org 

H˛wˉrʋ 

Fly a Helicopter! 

Price:$ 330.00  

Call: Glenn Roberts at (602) 463-5528 

Email: glennsroberts@icloud.com  

There are not as many places to land on the east 

border of the state, or as many other services, such 

as places to stay, as on the west border.  

On the west border of the state there are many more 

large communities with motels and services: Yuma, 

Lake Havasu City, Bullhead City, and further north is 

the Las Vegas area with more motels than you can 

count. On the northern border there is Kanab (KNB) 

that is actually in Utah, but right on the border, and 

then Page. Other than those, your next stop will be 

Springerville, and no place from there to Douglas on 

the southern border which has motels. Then Bisbee and Nogales will have shelter, if you can get to 

it. Sierra Vista has many motels, but that airport is not right on the border.  

I am sure that Iôm not the first pilot to ever do this circuit around Arizona, and I won't be the last. The 

education and freedom of flying made all of this possible, and seeing the diversity of this wonderful 

State was worth the trip. If you go, plan carefully, and take emergency supplies with you. If you are 

forced to land remotely due to weather or mechanical issues, you might be there for a while. With 

the communications and ADS-B systems we have today, it seems likely that help would be on the 

way quickly, but don't count on that alone. Be prepared.  

For tips on planning and being prepared come to an 

ARIZONA PILOTS ASSOCIATION, safety seminar. 

Look for one in your area. Sponsored by the FAA 

Safety Team, these are free seminars, and they do 

count for the WINGS program.  

Monument at the Four Corners 

Howard preparing for the last landing of the day 

mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org
mailto:glennsroberts@icloud.com


 нф 

 

2020 TO DATE: 

As of mid-November, as I write this article, there has been no change in the NTSBôs report of fatal 

accidents here in Arizona; in fact, I am unable to actually access the data at all. However, I am 

aware of another accident, a Lancair with 2 fatalities, that occurred in October, as well as a crash up 

in Nevada involving an Arizona-based pilot and airplane, with another two fatalities, but I have no 

further information or confirmation on this accident. The NTSB report, shown here, is what I was 

able to download in October and does not show the latest accidents.  

CORDES LAKES, ARIZ. (AP) ð Early November. Search crews found the wreckage of a small 

plane in a remote area in Yavapai County on Monday, but there was no immediate word on survi-

vors. County Sheriffôs officials said an Arizona Department of Public Safety helicopter located the 

aircraft about 5 İ miles east southeast of Cordes Lakes shortly after noon Monday. Federal Aviation 

Administration officials said the single-engine Lancair 235 had been reported missing after departing 

Saturday from Deer Valley Airport near Phoenix for Page Municipal Airport. They said two people 

were believed to be aboard the plane, but itôs unclear if they survived the crash. Sheriffôs officials 

said medical personnel had a hard time accessing the crash site because of its remote location. The 

FAA and National Transportation Safety Board will be investigating the crash. 

 FOR INFORMATION ON ALL ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS THAT OCCURRED LAST MONTH, RE-

FER TO JIM TIMMôS ACCIDENT SUMMARY HEREIN. 

GAARMS  
REPORT 

DECEMBER 2020  
By Fred Gibbs 
















