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Presidentôs Report  

Greetings, 

 

And just like that, Copperstate has come and gone. It was a bless-

ing to meet and talk with so many familiar faces and new members 

at our booth. APA also led packed forums on backcountry flying, 

some new aviation resources available free to pilots, and risk man-

agement. I love seeing the broad range of pilots at these forums. 

This year, the STOL Drags were held at the Buckeye Air Fair. 

While not something I intend to attempt in my Comanche, they 

showcased an incredible amount of interest from the youngest gen-

eration of pilots (and non-pilots). This is a great demonstration of 

stick and rudder skills. The media blitz surrounding STOL Drags is 

simply amazing, and it was refreshing to see just how many young-

er folks were paying attention to GA aircraft. Pretty exciting times 

We also used Copperstate to announce our upcoming Fly AZ Passport Program. We've partnered 

with Embry Riddle Aeronautical University to develop a mobile app that is designed to encourage 

safe flying to our public use airports, aviation attractions, and airport-based restaurants. Prizes will 

be awarded as levels of completion are obtained. This is the first app of this nature in the country 

and we're excited to be working with Embry Riddle students on this. We are planning to roll this pro-

gram out this summer. More news to follow on this. 

Lastly, we co-sponsored the Inaugural Navigation Challenge at the end of February. See the full arti-

cle in this newsletter for details, but we were excited to be part of this fun event. We'll be doing it 

again next year, so brush off your pilotage skills, and get ready. 

Blue Skies, 

Bˠiˉʘ 

March 7,2022 
  
The North American Trainers Association is hosting a formation flying clinic at Coolidge March 
25, 26, and 27, 2022.  There will be increased traffic at and around the Coolidge Airport.   
  
If possible please avoid the area during daylight hours those days.  If not avoidable, please 
use extra caution.   A Notice To Air Missions (NOTAM) will be issued. 
  
Thank you 
  
Ben York III 
Safety Officer 
NATA 
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Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð March 2022 

 
 

Although it has been a bit breezy at times, the weather has been 

pretty good for flying out for breakfast on weekends. At least we 

donôt have to worry about the subzero cold and snow to use our 

airplanes like some folks. With the good flying weather, the avi-

ation scene is rather full of activities to participate in. The most 

recent fly in was the annual Copperstate Fly In which was held 

in conjunction with the Buckeye Air Fair on February 17-20. 

The attendance at the Copperstate event wasnôt as great as in 

the past, but still, attendance was good, and it was a real 

pleasure to have had the opportunity to visit with many of you that were there.  

The one flying event at Copperstate that really got my attention was the STOL Drag Race event. It 

was a real demonstration of pilot skill and knowing your airplane. It demonstrated that the fastest 

airplane was not necessarily going to be the winner, and it was fun to see it all demonstrated with 

two airplanes at a time right in front of you. The next fly in event will be the annual Cactus Fly In at 

Casa Grande Municipal Airport on March 5th. Iôll be looking forward to seeing you there, So letôs go 

flying. 

For those of you that want to fly into Canada, compliance with ADS-B Out equipment and the oper-

ating requirements will become mandatory in Canadaôs Class A and B airspace above 12,500 feet 

MSL beginning February 23, 2023. To demonstrate compliance with the mandate, aircraft must be 

equipped with an appropriate transponder with ADS-B Out capabilities, meet the applicable mini-

mum operational performance standards, and have antenna capability for broadcast toward space-

based ADS-B receivers emitting 1090-MHz extended squitter. This latter requirement can be met 

through the use of a top and bottom antenna, or with a single antenna that can transmit both to-

ward the ground and up to satellites. For more information, go 

to: ADS-B Out equipment and operating requirements 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

FAA 

Iôm sure most of you have heard that the FAA Administrator, Steve 

Dickson, has resigned. He certainly hadnôt been in the position for 

very long. I know, he stated he resigned for family reasons. I think it 

would be very interesting to know what the real reasons were for 

the decision. Perhaps time will tell us. It appears that Deputy Ad-

ministrator, Bradley Mims, will be taking his place until a new FAA 

Administrator is appointed. 

Because of a continuing problem with the misuse of expense shar-
Bradley Mims 

https://www.navcanada.ca/en/flight-planning/service-notices/2023-02-23-national-.aspx
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ing and understanding pilot privileges, the FAA has is-

sued the following advisory notice, Number: 

NOTC2238 

Unauthorized 135 operations continue to be a problem 

nationwide, putting the flying public in danger, diluting 

safety in the national airspace system, and undercut-

ting the business of legitimate operators. This letter is a 

follow-on to the May 2020 Informational Pilot Letter 

and a continuing effort to remind all pilots to be on the 

lookout for possible illegal operations. This letter will 

focus on two ongoing issues: first, the misuse and/or misunderstanding of expense sharing between 

pilots and passengers. Second, the apparent lack of understanding of pilot privileges and limitations 

versus operating rules. 

For Expense Sharing Reminders: (See AC- 61-142)  

The forty-fourth annual General Aviation Activity Survey is under way for the calendar year 2021. If 

you got a card from the FAA requesting activity information, please drop them a note and participate 

in the survey, even if you didnôt fly your aircraft during 2021, sold the aircraft, or if the aircraft was 

damaged, and not flyable.  The survey will be used to determine accident rates, the success of safe-

ty initiatives, and help the policymakers determine funding for aviation service needs, and also as-

sess the impact of regulatory changes.  

As much as most of us donôt like for FAA ADs to show up on our airplanes, they are often the result 

of a safety issue that needs attention. Because they are only applicable to certified aircraft, and certi-

fied aircraft parts, experimental aircraft owners need to be aware that some ADs could be applicable 

to their aircraft also. Because experimental aircraft owners donôt receive AD notices, therein lies the 

real challenge, determining if an AD is issued affecting their aircraft. I donôt have a good answer to 

that one, other than to try to be vigilant of whatôs happening out there.  

Recently there were ADs issued as follows: 

On February 25, 2022, the FAA issued an Airworthiness Directive (AD) 2022-05-09 for certain 

MARS A.S. emergency parachutes. This AD results from the length of the ripcord between the pins 

being too long, which could cause a malfunction of the emergency parachute. This AD requires re-

moving emergency parachutes with certain manufacture dates or serial numbers from service. The 

AD is available at the following link. https://

drs.faa.gov/browse/excelExternalWindow/83917497-

1340-48c5-be7d-8cc503c5a991 

Reports of seat belt center bracket failures has 

prompted the FAA to propose a new airworthiness 

directive (AD) that will affect some Cessna Model 

120 and 140 aircraft. The proposed AD requires de-

termining if the seat belt center bracket material is 

made of steel and replacing any aluminum brackets 

with steel ones. A Special Airworthiness Information 

Bulletin was issued recommending operators to re-

place the aluminum brackets with steel brackets was 

https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/advisory_circulars/index.cfm/go/document.information/documentID/1037214
https://drs.faa.gov/browse/excelExternalWindow/83917497-1340-48c5-be7d-8cc503c5a991
https://drs.faa.gov/browse/excelExternalWindow/83917497-1340-48c5-be7d-8cc503c5a991
https://drs.faa.gov/browse/excelExternalWindow/83917497-1340-48c5-be7d-8cc503c5a991
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/01/27/2022-01541/airworthiness-directives-textron-aviation-inc-type-certificate-previously-held-by-cessna-aircraft
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/01/27/2022-01541/airworthiness-directives-textron-aviation-inc-type-certificate-previously-held-by-cessna-aircraft


 р 

 

released in 2015 following a 2014 fatal accident, when 

a Cessna 140 aircraft nosed over on landing, and the 

seat belt center bracket failed. An analysis of the alu-

minum bracket determined the part failed due to over-

stress. 

Not yet an AD, but this one could be soon. The Nation-

al Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is urging the 

FAA to take action based on the NTSBôs investigations 

of accidents involving airplanes designed and built by 

Piper Aircraft that sustained substantial damage when 

their rudders structurally failed in flight. The NTSBôs 

findings indicate that the rudder post fractured above 

the upper hinge and the top portion of the rudder folded over the upper tail brace wires, resulting in 

diminished control of the airplane. The NTSB has determined that the rudders were consistent with 

Piper part number 40622 and that the rudder posts were made of American Iron and Steel Institute 

(AISI) 1025 carbon steel and likely fractured due to fatigue. Additional support for this recommenda-

tion is derived from the examination of similarly fractured rudder posts. The NTSB is issuing a rec-

ommendation to the FAA that the rudder post material be replaced with AISI 4130 low-alloy steel. 

For more information, go to; https://www.faasafety.gov/files/notices/2022/Feb/AIR2202.pdf 

 

AIRSPACE 

The Phoenix Interagency Fire Center will be hosting the 2022 National Aerial Supervision Training 

Academy.  Flight training is scheduled from February 20
th
 thru March 20

th  
. Flights will be out of 

Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport to and from the simulation sites. No TFRôs will be in effect, but there 

will be NOTAMs issued for each site. Attached is a map of the simulation sites that will be utilized 

(frequencies for each site will be coming soon).  Any questions or concerns please call Phoenix Dis-

patch Aircraft Desk at 480-457-1552.  Thank you. 

Roblas Sim Site: 33 19.316  X  111 14.558, 4 NM radius 

Picketpost Sim Site: 33 12.819  X  111 09.763, 2.5 NM radius 

Apache Sim Site: 33 30.50  X  110 44.28, 5 NM radius 

Armer Leadplane site: 33 49.254  X  111 00.664, 5 NM radius 

  

Elevations 

 Surface Ceiling 

Roblas 2500ft msl 5500ft msl 

Picketpost 3300ft msl 6300ft msl 

Apache 4900ft msl 7900ft msl 

Armer  7300ft msl  10300ft msl 

For reference only, actual altitudes may vary per sim.  

https://www.faasafety.gov/files/notices/2022/Feb/AIR2202.pdf
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Last month, we presented a letter from The Department of the Air Force (DAF) stating they are pre-

paring an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to evaluate the potential environmental impacts of 

optimizing the special use airspace that is available to support the Air Force missions in Arizona, 

and in their letter they explain that they would like to plan on modifying the size and use of their MO-

As, and associated Air Traffic Control Assigned Airspace in Arizona. These proposed changes 

would include: Changing the published times of use, adjusting the horizontal dimensions of one of 

the MOAs, lowering the defined floor of some MOAs to allow for low-altitude training, and adjusting 

the attributes of some airspace to allow for supersonic flight below 30,000 feet MSL, and allow for 

the use chaff and flares. The special use airspace, or MOAs, addressed in the EIS includes: Tomb-

stone, Outlaw, Jackal, Morenci, Reserve, Bagdad, Gladden, Sells, Ruby, and Fuzzy MOAs. 

The DAF was soliciting comments on the preliminary alternatives that would optimize the existing 

MOAs. Visit the project website ( www.ArizonaRegionalAirspaceEIS.com) for detailed information on 

each of these alternatives. The due date for letters in response to the proposal was March 4, 2022. 

The responses to the requested changes will be reviewed, and a final EIS will be prepared with a 

request for comments on the final specific changes. Comments on this final specific request will be 

taken over a time period that would normally be used for an NPRM. This will be the time when eve-

ryone must take a careful look at the final EIS proposal and submit their comments. The number of 

http://www.arizonaregionalairspaceeis.com/
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comments received will be crucial to the final outcome.  

The Arizona Pilots Association did submit a letter in re-

sponse to their preliminary alternatives.     

 

SAFETY 

The FAA is laying out a path to eliminate lead from 

General Aviation Aircraft Fuel by the end of 2030. An 

initiative that outlines how the FAA, and aviation stake-

holders, can safely eliminate the use of leaded aviation 

fuel by the end of 2030 without adversely affecting the present piston-engine fleet is outlined in FAA 

Notice Number:  NOTC2276.  To learn more, go to:  faa.gov/notc2276 

The regulations governing FAA investigations and enforcement actions have been updated to cor-

rect inconsistencies and reflect the changes in organizational structure and authorities. As an exam-

ple, action involving airport security, checked baggage, weapons violations, etc. have been removed 

because these and other items that correctly belong to the Transportation Security Administration 

(TSA) have been removed from the FAA regulations. Items more relevant to general aviation pilots 

such as changes which govern what action FAA may take if their investigation substanti-

ates allegations of a violation remained. FAA noted in the Final Rule that ñFAA did not intend to limit 

its ability to choose an appropriate response which may include taking administrative or compliance 

action.ò FAA changed the proposed language to reflect the discretion it has under its Compliance 

Program. If the investigation substantiates allegations set forth in a complaint, the Administrator may 

take action in accordance with applicable law and FAA policy. Remember, a non-confrontational atti-

tude will always go a long way for you when dealing with the FAA.    

Based on the latest FAA report of pilot deviations, itôs hard to believe that pilots are not aware of 

what type of airspace they are flying in or what type of airspace they may be about to enter. This is 

very evident by the number of pilot deviations that are being committed each month. This past re-

porting period the number of deviations were up significantly from the previous reporting period, and 

the number of serious deviations requiring the issuance of a Brasher notice only slightly increased. 

In the past reporting period, which ran from January 14 through February 10, 2022, there were twen-

ty general aviation pilot deviations recorded by the FAA SDL FSDO. These deviations were commit-

ted by all classes of certificate holders from student, private, commercial, CFIs, and ATPs. Of the 

twenty deviations made, there was a need to issue four Brasher 

notices. 

A summary of the deviations that were committed are as follows: 

Two IFR Route Deviations; One Brasher Issued 

Two Class Bravo Airspace Deviations  

Nine Class Delta Airspace Deviations; Three Brashers Issued 

Four Runway Incursions 

Three Failure to Follow ATC Instructions 

Note: a Brasher is a notice that is issued when further FAA action 

will be taken. 

http://faa.gov/notc2276
https://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Order/FAA_Order_8000.373B.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Order/FAA_Order_8000.373B.pdf
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Pilots need to always be aware of where they are 

and what type of airspace they may be entering and 

always establish the required radio communica-

tions. Time should also be taken to review the Air-

manôs Information Manual (AIM) and refresh the 

memory on what the airport signs and runway 

markings mean and be prepared to recognize them. 

Donôt be the pilot committing a deviation. For the 

details of this monthôs deviations, see my Pilot Devi-

ations Report elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Aviation safety wasnôt the greatest this past report-

ing period, not only because of the number of inci-

dents and accidents that occurred, but one of the accidents resulted in a fatality. However, we did 

start the year 2022 rather well, because none of the accidents/incidents involved serious injuries, but 

I wish we could have kept that trend continuing for a while. 

For a detailed report of the accidents and incidents that have occurred, see my Accident & Incident 

Summary report located elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Members, please do continue to send accident information to jtimm@azpilots.org with the date, loca-

tion, aircraft make, and type, if anyone got hurt, and with as much detail as possible. Thank You. 

 

CONSTRUCTION 

This winter-spring weather we have been having has been a bit unusual because we have had a few 

cold days, but usually the days have been rather nice. These cool temps have kept some of the 

planned airport projects in a holding pattern until we can get back into the consistent spring and 

warmer summer type temperatures. However, some airport projects are continuing, with funding that 

is available from the FAA and the State. Unfortunately, we donôt have the latest details on all these 

projects, so always check for NOTAMs at your destination airport to determine what may be happen-

ing. You donôt want to have a surprise when you arrive. So be cautious and fly informed. 

APA continues to work with a number of airports around the state assisting with the updating of their 

Airport Master Plans, thus providing the pilot and aircraft ownerôs perspective in the process. The 

FAA would like to see airports update their master plans approximately every five years, incorporat-

ing a twenty-year outlook in the process. Assis-

tance with the funding for these master plans is 

available from the Arizona State Aeronautics and 

the FAA. 

Casa Grande Municipal airport (CGZ), Lake 

Havasu City Municipal Airport (HII), Superior Mu-

nicipal Airport (E81), Sedona Airport (SEZ), Flag-

staff (FLG), Laughlin/Bullhead International Airport 

(IFP), Grand Canyon Airport (GCN), and are cur-

rently in the Master Plan update process. 

 

mailto:jtimm@azpilots.org
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J˔ʗ 

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO FLY FOR BREAKFAST: 

The fly-in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport (P08) is on the first 

Saturday of the month. 

On the second Saturday consider flying down to Ryan Field (RYN) near 

Tucson for breakfast or lunch at Ritchieôs Restaurant. They are open 

from 6 am to 2 pm to serve you.  

The Falcon Field Warbirds Squadron fly-in breakfast, is on the third 

weekend of the month. The breakfast is put on by the Falcon Field Warbirds and the Aviation Ex-

plorer Post 352 in the Warbirds Hangar. 

Grapevine is now open full time, but the third Saturday of each month is a special time for a group 

camp dinner on Saturday evening. Come and camp for the weekend! The camp host will prepare 

the main course, and campers, please bring a side dish or dessert to share. Grapevine, which lies 

within a National Forest, is heavily used by the Forest Service for fighting wildfires and the 

Military for Special Training. 

On the last Saturday of the month a fly-in breakfast is put on by the Casa Grande Masonic Lodge in 

the Terminal of the Casa Grande Airport. Hopefully it shouldnôt be much longer before a permanent 

cafe tenant will be in place.  

Check with the APA Getaway Flights program and 

online calendar for fun weekend places to fly. 

http://www.apple.com/
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Pilot Proficiency and WINGS 

 

This outreach guidance is provided to all FAA and aviation industry groups that are participating in 

outreach efforts sponsored by the General Aviation Joint Steering Committee (GAJSC).  It is im-

portant that all outreach on a given topic is coordinated and is free of conflicts.  Therefore, all out-

reach products should be in alignment with the outline and concepts listed below for this topic.  

 

Outreach Month:  March 2022 

Topic: Pilot Proficiency and WINGS 

The FAA and industry will conduct a public education 

campaign emphasizing the value of regular proficiency 

trainingΦ 

 

Background:  

Proficiency training is so beneficial to aviation safety that it is required of most professional pilots.  

Proficiency training is also beneficial to general aviation pilots as well.  Studys have shown that pi-

lots who participate in regular proficiency training are much less likely to experience accidents.   

The FAA WINGS Pilot Proficiency Program is one way for general aviation pilots to ensure they are 

competent, confident, and safe in their flight operations. 

 

Teaching Points:  

¶ WINGS is FAAôs Pilot Proficiency Program. 

¶ WINGS is most beneficial if training is not done all at 

once but rather spaced out throughout the year. 

¶ The WINGS Topic of the Quarter is an easy way to pursue regular proficiency training. 

¶ Completion of any phase of WINGS satisfies the 14 CFR 61.56 requirements for Flight Reviews. 

¶ A cadre of WINGSPros is available to assist Flight Instructors and pilots with WINGS. 

https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/2021-03-wings-pilot-proficiency-program
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ISO 2-4 Place Backcountry Airplane 

Looking to buy a 2-4 place airplane 

for backcountry work. 

Call: Bob at (602) 228-9145 

Email: bob@flightskills.com  

ISO Partnership Tucson Area 

Looking for a Partnership in Columbia/Cirrus 

Contact: Michael Hutchinson 

(831) 776-2210 

Email: hutchinson93922@gmail.com  

References:  

¶ Pilot Proficiency and WIGNS Power Point  

¶ AC 61-91J ï WINGS ï Pilot Proficiency Programs 

¶ AC 61-98D ï Currency Requirements and Guidance for the Flight Review and Instrument 

Proficiency Check 

¶ FAASafety.gov 

¶ Off Airports Ops Guide 

¶ Personal Minimums Development Guide 

¶ WINGS Information and Guidance 

 

DOWNLOADS: PowerPoint Presentation Slides... 

mailto:bob@flightskills.com
mailto:hutchinson93922@gmail.com
https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/2021-03-wings-pilot-proficiency-program
FAASafety.gov
ttps://www.faasafety.gov/gslac/ALC/libview_normal.aspx?id=135893
https://www.faasafety.gov/gslac/ALC/lib_categoryview.aspx?categoryId=15&r_s=50&r_c=50
https://faasafety.gov/gslac/ALC/lib_categoryview.aspx?categoryId=39
https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/2021-03-wings-pilot-proficiency-program
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February Accident & Incident Summary 
by Jim Timm 

 
 
 
The following are the reports of aviation accidents and incidents that occurred in Arizona from late 

January through February, 2022. APA will be using this detailed information to develop safety pro-

grams, briefings, and posters/flyers that would help pilots learn from the mistakes being made by 

others and take the action necessary to prevent them from having similar occurrences. 

Aviation safety this reporting period was not the greatest, not only because of the number of acci-

dents, but more importantly, one of the accidents resulted in a fatality. Other than this one bad acci-

dent, the rest of the accidents didnôt involve any serious injuries. I would only hope that we can avoid 

having another fatality for a while and keep the number of accidents down, also. So, letôs all try to fly 

safely. 

To provide the most information possible, the following information was obtained from the Aviation 

Safety Network (ASN), FAA, NTSB, and from our APA members. 

Date: January 21, 2022 

Info. Source: APA 

Location: Payson 

Type: Cessna 150D 

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

LOSS OF CONTROL LANDING 

The airplane, which had a tailwheel conversion 

installed, departed the runway during the land-

ing, and during the loss of control, one landing 

gear leg was damaged, and the right-wing tip 

was also damaged. Fortunately, there was not a 

prop strike or sudden engine stoppage, and no 

one got hurt.  

 

Date: January 25, 2022 

Info. Source: FAA 

Location: Phoenix (DVT) 

Type: Cirrus SR20 

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

NOSE GEAR COLLAPSED ON LANDING 

While landing on runway 25R, the nose gear col-

lapsed, and the aircraft veered off the south side 

of the runway. The hard landing was not so hard 

to have resulted in damage to the landing gear. 

Cirrus has a known problem with nose gear fail-

ures identical to this event. The required inspec-

tions imposed by Cirrus were complied with on 

this aircraft. An SDR report was filed. 

 

 

Date: January 26, 2022 

Info. Source: NTSB, ASN 

Location: Williams 

Type: Beech F33A 

Injuries: 1 Minor Injury 

INFLIGHT ENGINE FAILURE 

On January 26, 2022, about 1055 MST, a Beech 

F33A was substantially damaged when it was 

The wing tip of the Cessna 150 that was damaged. 
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involved in an accident near Williams, and the 

pilot sustained minor injuries. The airplane was 

operating as a Part 91 instructional flight. 

The pilot reported that he departed from H A 

Clark Memorial Field Airport, runway 36, and 

turned left to the west. While ascending, about 

700 to 800 ft agl, the engine lost power and the 

pilot initiated a right turn toward the airport. The 

pilot stated that he realized he was unable to 

make it to the airport and elected to land in an 

open desert field. Subsequently, the airplane 

landed hard and struck vegetation during the 

landing roll. The pilot stated that he had topped 

off the main fuel tanks prior to the accident flight 

and that the fuel selector level was selected in 

the main tanks position. 

Post-accident examination of the airplane by a 

Federal Aviation Administration inspector re-

vealed that left and right wings were substantial-

ly damaged. 

 

 

Date: January 27, 2022 

Info. Source: FAA 

Location: Phoenix (DVT) 

Type: Mooney M20C 

Injuries: 1 Uninjured 

INFLIGHT ENGINE FAILURE 

The Mooney M20C made an emergency land-

ing .25 miles short of runway 25L after declaring 

an emergency due to an inflight loss of power. 

 

 

Date: January 29, 2022 

Info. Source: FAA 

Location: Phoenix (DVT) 

Type: Beech Debonair (BE33) 

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

ROUGH RUNNING ENGINE 

On flight from Chandler to Sedona, the aircraft 

was about 45 miles south of Sedona when the 

aircraft experienced a rough running engine. It 

was not thought to be an emergency, but the de-

cision was made to return to Chandler if possible 

with an alternative of Deer Valley (DVT) if the 

engine got worse. The engine performance did 

decrease, and the pilot declared an emergency 

with DVT, and the Debonair was told to expect to 

land on runway 7R at DVT, and the aircraft did 

execute a safe landing at DVT without further 

incident. 

 

 

Date: February 1, 2022 

Info. Source: FAA, NTSB, ASN 

Location: Gila Bend 

Type: Cessna A185F 

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

LOSS OF CONTROL LANDING 

The instructional flight aircraft veered off the run-

way after landing causing the main landing gear 

to separate from the aircraft. The damage was 

determined to be substantial. 

 

 

Date: February 9, 2022 

Info. Source: FAA 

Location: Buckeye 

Type: Grobe G-120TP 

Photo by High Country Fire Rescue 
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A Few Words About Safety 
Denny Granquist 

 

ñFlying around the weather will get you there quicker.ò 
 
 

ñOne peak is worth a thousand cross checks.ò  

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

HARD LANDING 

The student, on an instructional flight, made 

a hard landing on RWY 17 at Buckeye Airport. 

Damage incurred will be determined after in-

spection of the aircraft. 

 

 

Date: February 19, 2022 

Info. Source: ASN, NTSB 

Location: White Hills 

Type: Vanôs RV-7 

Injuries: 1 Fatality 

CRASH ON APPROACH TO LAND 

An experimental Van's RV-7A crashed near Tri-

angle Airpark (AZ50), White Hills, Mohave Coun-

ty, on approach to landing at its destination, Tri-

angle Airpark (AZ50). The aircraft departed Boul-

der City Municipal Airport, NV (BLD) with a desti-

nation of Triangle Airpark. The owner/builder pi-

lot was fatally injured, and the aircraft was de-

stroyed. 

The NTSB report only gave the date, and very 

basic information, and stated a report was in pro-

gress.  

 

 

Date: February 24, 2022 

Info. Source: ASN, NTSB 

Location: Flagstaff 

Type: Vanôs RV-8 

Injuries: 1 Uninjured 

STRUCK BIRDS OR POWER LINE LANDING  

ASN indicated the aircraft departed Prescott and 

struck a bird or powerlines, resulting in substan-

tial damage during landing at Flagstaff. A more 

complete report is in process. The NTSB report 

only gave the date, and very basic information, 

and stated a report was in progress.  

Photo by Mohave County Sheriffs Office 
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January-February Pilot Deviations 
by Jim Timm 

 
 
These pilot deviations need to be examined to determine if a common threat exists that should be 

addressed to help reduce the number of deviations that occur, and thus enhance aviation safety. 

In the time period from January 14 through February 10 there were twenty general aviation pilot de-

viations recorded by the FAA SDL FSDO. These deviations were committed by certificate holders 

ranging from student, private, commercial, CFIs, and ATPs. Of the twenty deviations made, there 

was a need to issue only four Brashers. 

Note: a Brasher is a notice that is issued when further FAA action will be taken. 

The number of pilot deviations/incursions are up in this period, and as usual, some of these devia-

tions really didnôt have to happen. Class Delta Airspace deviations seemed to be the predominate 

issue this reporting period. Pay attention to ATC instructions and follow them, and if you canôt com-

ply, tell ATC why you canôt. Just donôt do something without telling them. Always know what type of 

airspace you are flying in, or may be about to enter, and please fly with more care and forethought. 

 

In summary, the general aviation deviations this reporting period are: 

Two IFR Route Deviations 

Two Class Bravo Airspace Deviations 

Nine Class Delta Airspace Deviations 

Four Runway Incursions 

Three Failure to Follow ATC Instructions 

 

The details of the deviations this month are as follows:  

IFR ROUTE DEVIATIONS 
 
1/30 Route Deviation 
 ATP/CFI Pilot  Falcon Field (FFZ) 
 The aircraft departed Falcon Field on the SACAT 3 departure and turned northwest shortly 
after departing. ATC immediately turned the aircraft to a south bound heading, away from the air-
craft that were on final approach to Phoenix. A Brasher was issued by the Phoenix TRACON, and 
the pilot stated they had accidentally programmed the wrong waypoint as the next fix on their flight 
plan. 
 
2/9 Route Deviation 
 ATP/CFI Pilot Deer Valley (DVT) 
 It was a Part 135 operation. The aircraft did not fly the DVT-1 procedure as published. The 
aircraft flew runway heading, and the pilot did not seem to be aware there was supposed to be a left 
turn when contacted by ATC. There was no loss of separation. 
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CLASS BRAVO AIRSPACE DEVIATION 
 
1/20 Entering Both Class Bravo and Class Delta Airspace Without First Establishing Radio Contact 
And Approval To Enter. 
 Private Pilot Scottsdale (SDL) & Phoenix (PHX) 
 The aircraft entered Scottsdale Class D Airspace without establishing two way radio commu-
nications, and then the aircraft also entered the Phoenix Class B Airspace without authorization, and 
flying through the departure path of multiple jets, without being on the radio frequency. Fortunately, 
there was no loss of separation. 
 

1/30 Entering Class Bravo Airspace Without First Establishing Radio Contact 
 Private Pilot  Phoenix (PHX) 
 The aircraft was observed flying VFR on a 1200 Transponder Code, and entered the PHX 
Class Bravo Airspace at an altitude of 5,000 ft. where the base of the Bravo airspace is 3,400 ft. The 
aircraft was not in communication with the PHX TRACON. 
 
 
CLASS DELTA AIRSPACE DEVIATIONS 
 
1/20 Entering Delta Airspace Without First Establishing Radio Communications. 
 Private Pilot Falcon Field (FFZ) 
 The aircraft departed Chandler (CHD) after making a practice instrument approach, and 
entered the Falcon Field (FFZ) Delta Airspace flying northbound. Falcon ATC tried to establish con-
tact with the aircraft as it entered their airspace, and continued several attempts without success. 
The aircraft was VFR and had been given a frequency change from CHD when it departed their air-
space, but the aircraft did not establish contact with the Phoenix TRACON until they were north of 
Falcon Field. The aircraft passed through the FFZ Airspace at the pattern altitude, and multiple other 
aircraft were given traffic alerts, as the airplane was in conflict with the traffic in the downwind legs of 
the two runways. After contacting the PHX TRACON, the pilot was issued a Brasher, and given the 
FFZ phone number to call. 
 
1/25 Entering Delta Airspace Without First Establishing Radio Communications. 
 Commercial Pilot Gateway (IWA) & Falcon Field (FFZ) 
 The aircraft entered the Gateway (IWA) Class D Airspace without establishing two way radio 
communications, exited the airspace, and then entered the Falcon Field (FFZ) Class Delta Airspace 
two miles north of the airport and passed through it at 2,800 ft. without ever establishing communica-
tions. There was no loss of separation with other aircraft. The aircraft then contacted Scottsdale 
(SDL) ATC, and landed at SDL. Scottsdale gave the pilot a Brasher, and also gave him the IWA and 
FFZ phone numbers. 
 
1/28 Entering Delta Airspace Without First Establishing Radio Communications. 
 Private Pilot Goodyear (GYR) 
 The aircraft entered the Goodyear (GYR) Class D Airspace without first establishing two 
way radio communications. There was no loss of separation with other aircraft. 
 
1/28 Entering Delta Airspace Without First Establishing Radio Communications. 
 Private Pilot Deer Valley (DVT) 
 The aircraft entered the Deer Valley (DVT) Class Delta Airspace three miles southeast of DVT 
without first establishing radio communications. Both the north and the south tower controllers at-
tempted to establish contact without success. The aircraft proceeded westbound and exited the 
Class Delta Airspace without further incident, and the aircraft shortly after contacted Luke RAPCON. 
Coordination was made between DVT and Luke to have the pilot call the DVT Tower at their final 
destination. 
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2/2 Entering Delta Airspace Without First Establishing Radio Communications. 
 Private Pilot Chandler (CHD) 
 The aircraft was observed violating the Chandler (CHD) Class Delta Airspace at an altitude of 
2,600 ft., and the aircraft never established radio contact with CHD. The aircraft was observed going 
to Falcon Field (FFZ), and FFZ was contacted and asked to issue a Brasher warning for the airspace 
violation. The pilot claimed the transponder Mode C was off and that they had crossed CHD at or 
above 3,500 ft. 
 
2/2 Entering Delta Airspace Without First Establishing Radio Communications. 
 UNK Certification Deer Valley (DVT) 
 The pilot deviation was reported by the Deer Valley (DVT) ATC when the aircraft entered the 
DVT Class Delta Airspace after being told to remain clear. There was no loss to traffic separation. 
 
2/7 Entering Delta Airspace Without First Establishing Radio Communications. 
 ATP Pilot Falcon Field (FFZ) & Gateway (IWA) 
 The aircraft entered the Falcon Field (FFZ) Class Delta Airspace from the northwest on a 
southeast heading at 3,100 feet. Both north and south tower positions attempted to establish contact 
with the aircraft, but calls went unanswered. The aircraft was tagged as an airspace violator on a 
STARS. The aircraft also went on to violate the Gateway (IWA) Class Delta Airspace while on their 
course. The FFZ controllers were waiting for a Brasher to be issued by another facility. 
 
 
RUNWAY INCURSIONS 
 
1/16 Landing Without ATC Authorization 
 UNK Certification Deer Valley (DVT) 
 The pilot deviation was reported by a Deer Valley controller when the aircraft landed on 
runway 25L without ATC authorization. This incident was initially thought to be intentional, but further 
investigation disclosed the event was not intentional, but pilot error, and the PIC was very coopera-
tive with the investigation. 
 
1/20 Crossed Hold Short Line Without Authorization 
 UNK Certification (Mexico) Tucson (TUS) 
 The pilot deviation was reported by the Tucson ATC when the aircraft crossed the hold 
short line of runway 11L while an air carrier aircraft was on short final. 
 
1/26 Taking Off Without ATC Authorization 
 Commercial Pilot Glendale (GEU) 
 The Tower Controller cleared the aircraft to land on Runway 1. The pilot read the instructions 
back correctly, however the aircraft conducted a touch and go, and then asked the controller if they 
wanted them to make a left or right traffic pattern. The pilot attempted to make an early crosswind, 
and the controller instructed them to continue upwind and advised them that they were not given 
permission for an early crosswind. After landing on Runway 1 on the next approach, the aircraft con-
tacted Ground Control (GC), but taxied via Taxiway Alpha prior to GC giving them any taxi instruc-
tions. No other traffic was involved. 
 
1/27 A Ground Vehicle Crossed An Active Runway Without Authorization 
 N/A Scottsdale (SDL) 
 The Scottsdale Ground Controller observed an aircraft tug crossing Runway 21 and advised 
them that they were instructed to hold short of the runway. 
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Redbird LD Flight Simulator 

Rental at Chandler Air Service 

Price: $70.00  

Call: (480) 093-6420  

Email:  

fly@aerobatics.com 

FALURE TO FOLLOW ATC INSTRUCTIONS 
 
1/21 Failure to Maintain Assigned Altitude 
 Student Pilot Falcon Field (FFZ) 
 The aircraft was told to maintain 2,000 ft. altitude on departure, however the aircraft 
continued its climb above 2,000 ft., and through the path of another aircraft. The controller issued a 
traffic alert and told the aircraft to continue its climb above the other aircraft. Both aircraft had each 
other in sight, and no overflight had occurred. 
 
1/25 Entered an Active Taxiway Without ATC Authorization 
 Private Pilot Chandler (CHD) 
 The aircraft landed Runway 4R and was holding short of Runway 4L on Taxiway Lima. The 
Controller instructed the aircraft to cross Runway 4L on Taxiway Lima and contact Ground Control 
(GC). The aircraft crossed Runway 4L and continued taxiing across Taxiway Alpha, and then con-
tacted GC. GC instructed the aircraft to stop and advised them that they were to call for taxi instruc-
tions prior to entering an active taxiway (which was Alpha). No other traffic was involved. 
 
2/1 Entered an Active Taxiway Without ATC Authorization 
 Commercial/CFI Pilot Chandler (CHD) 
 The aircraft was holding short of Runway 22R after landing on Runway 22L. The Controller 
instructed the aircraft to cross Runway 22R, and contact Ground Control (GC). The aircraft crossed 
Runway 22R and continued on across Taxiway Alpha to the ramp without ever establishing two way 
communication with GC and receiving taxi instructions. No other traffic was involved. 

Amazing Fixed-Base 

Simulator for Rental 

Price:$ 70 

Contact: Randy Brooks 

(480) 466-5908 

randall.brooks@apstrainbing.com  

ά   
 

                              έ 

A Few Words About Safety 
Denny Granquist 

 

ñExiting the runway where and when you want is your responsibility.ò 
 
 

ñThere is no such thing as flying VFR at night.ò  

mailto:fly@aerobatics.com
mailto:randall.brooks@apstrainbing.com
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Inaugural AZ Navigation Challenge 

Featured  

by Trent Heidtke 

 

On February 26 and 27, 2022 EAA Chapter 228 and the Arizona Pilots Association co-sponsored 

the first inaugural AZ Navigation Challenge.  So, what is a Navigation Challenge you might ask?  

Well, in our case, we provided clues, bearings, altitudes, and distances to participants who then 

used the information to fly a 100nm course around the Phoenix metropolitan area.  They did this 

without GPS waypoints and by plotting the course the ñold schoolò way, on a sectional or TAC. 

Along the course, there were several manmade or natural visual turning points identified to help 

keep the participants on track.  In addition to visual turning points, there were also six specific spots 

they were required to take pictures of to validate successfully flying over the targets. 

In our case, the Nav Challenge was a team event with the pilot maneuvering through the tricky air-

space and the navigator providing the bearings, distances, and altitudes plus looking for and taking 

pictures of the photo locations.  In other words, a lot going on in the cockpit.  Several class B shelfs 

had to be traversed as well as adjacent class D airspace.  Though the course could be completed 

without speaking to any controlling agency, participants had the option if they wished to contact the 

various controlling entities. 
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The event was conducted over two days to mini-

mize traffic in congested airspace with the course 

description provided one day ahead of the event.  

The Nav Challenge concluded with a BBQ at Falcon 

Field Airport in Mesa, AZ, on Sunday.  Prizes for 

best photos, worst photos, fastest time, slowest 

time and event logoôd t-shirts were awarded to the 

teams.  We even had a Wrong Way Corrigan award 

for the team that missed a checkpoint.  To be fair, 

they were distracted by a larger than life 737 filling 

their windscreen while adjacent to one of the busy 

airspaces, or so they sayéé 

Those participating had a great time and brushed 

up on skills that most had not used in years.  In to-

dayôs world where we place so much reliance on 

GPS navigation to get us from point A to point B, 

knowing you can fall back on your training and still 

arrive safely at a destination using paper maps and 

a plotter is a good feeling.  Everyone is looking for-

ward to next yearôs event and what challenges lay 

ahead of them on that course! 

For more information about the event, contact Trent Heidtke at aznavchallenge@gmail.com 

Tɼˏnʠ 

https://vanbrakelelectronics.com/
mailto:aznavchallenge@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GXDUXtlWVbg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GHXesdDcF9s&t=21s
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by Chris Nugent 

 

In this monthôs Scholarship Corner article, we will continue to provide some more information on our 

2022 scholarship recipients. I believe itôs important that you hear from them directly, so I have asked 

each of them to provide a brief overview of themselves and their aviation career goals in their own 

words. 

 

Blake Tusynski ï Chandler-Gilbert Community College/University of North Dakota 

Hello everyone, my name is Blake Tuszynski, and I am currently 18 

years old starting on my private license. I first fell in love with avia-

tion when I was invited to tag along when my brother became Pilot-

for-a-Day at Luke Air Force Base. My brother, who is epileptic, will 

unfortunately never become a pilot, but he is a great inspiration to 

me! I currently attend the East Valley Institute of Technologyôs avia-

tion program and will train with the University of North Dakota / 

Chandler-Gilbert Community College flight program. To say I am 

excited would be an understatement! Next year I hope to attend Ari-

zona State and major in Professional Flight to get on with Delta 

through their Propel program. My end goal is to spread my passion 

for aviation and share my knowledge with future aviators. I am 

grateful for the Arizona Pilots Association for trusting in me, as I ex-

pect to train on a consistent basis and get my license before June. 

Thank you! 

Blake did an excellent job coordinating an EVIT volunteer workday at Grapevine last November. It 

was a great day, and we made a lot of progress! 

 

Michelle Imondi ï Chandler-Gilbert Community College/

University of North Dakota 

Thank you for this amazing opportunity! Having this scholarship 

will allow me to further advance in my goals and skills required 

to becoming a professional pilot. From the age of seven, it has 

been a goal of mine to become an airline pilot. With ceaseless 

obstacles and events such as Covid-19 and more; in the last few 

years, I have achieved ratings and licenses such as Private Pi-

lot, Instrument, Commercial (Single and Multi-Engine). With this 

wonderful opportunity, this will allow me to obtain my Certified 

Flight Instructor certificate through CGCC-UND PHX. This will 

permit me to teach and help students achieve their goals and 

~  Scholarship Corner  ~ 
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Eliminate Batteries in Your ANR Headset 

Price: $35.00 

Contact: Jake McKernan 

Email: jake,mckernan@cox.com  

C˓ˠiʟ 

aspirations in becoming a successful aviator. Aside from teaching, I plan to devote my time to organ-

izations such as Women in Aviation (PHX Chapter) and APA. This will include both virtual and in 

person meetings, scheduled events and volunteer opportunities. Being involved in each of these out-

reach organizations that promote aviation to fellow students and youth is a wonderful and exciting 

opportunity to be a part of. Again, I want to give a tremendous amount of gratitude to all donors who 

made this scholarship possible.  

 

Justin OôReilly ï University of North Dakota 

I am extremely grateful for the opportunity to receive the schol-

arship from the Arizona Pilotôs Association. As I finish the cur-

rent CFI course here at UND Iôm looking forward to using the 

scholarship funds to assist in paying for the CFI-I course at 

UND this spring. Once I complete CFI-I I look forward to in-

structing and introducing new coming pilots to the wonderful 

world of Aviation. I will also be looking forward to returning to 

the Civil Air Patrol, Willie squadron and use these new certifi-

cates and ratings to assist the air crew and cadets where 

needed. Moving into the future I will be working towards an air-

line career starting at the regionals, and then onto a main line 

carrier. My goal is to fly wide body aircraft on international 

flights. I do plan to always stay involved in general aviation and 

continue to fly the beautiful skies of Arizona! 

 

More to come next month and thank you again for your support in helping APA build the next gener-

ation of Arizona aviation professionals. 

ISO Cirrus for Rent 

Contact: Kay 

(602) 820-6286  

Email: kacorbin@post.harvard.edu 

Fly Loops and Rolls! 

Price:$ 220.00  

Contact: Glenn Roberts 

(602) 463-5528 

Email: glennsroberts@icloud.com     

Fly a Helicopter! 

Price:$ 330.00  

Contact: Glenn Roberts 

(602) 463-5528 

Email: glennsroberts@icloud.com  

mailto:jake.mckernan@cox.net
mailto:kacorbin@post.harvard.edu
mailto:glennsroberts@icloud.com
mailto:glennsroberts@icloud.com
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Short Final  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !t!Φ 

By Barbara Harper and Howard Deevers 

 

The NTSB investigates accidents to deter-

mine ñProbable Cause.ò The investigations 

take months if not years, and the NTSB looks 

at every mechanical part, pilot qualifications, 

maintenance records, history, and weather, 

and more. The final report is quite extensive. 

Pilots can learn from reading these accident 

reports, but after reading many of them, we 

think that something is missing: Avionics. None of the reports discuss the avionics installed in GA 

aircraft. We know that they are paying attention to avionics in air carrier aircraft, thus the grounding 

of the B737 MAX 8 for so long. 

The evolution in avionics over the last two decades is astonishing. GPS has almost replaced all oth-

er navigation uses. ADS-B gives us traffic and weather on built in displays or portable displays. 

ñSteamò gauges have been replaced by Flat Screen displays. New autopilots have replaced the old 

wing leveler. Most of these advancements are hailed as ñmaking aviation saferò for pilots. That may 

be true, but only with proper training in use of these electronics.  

For optimal results, the NTSB should have a more ambitious purpose when investigating General 

Aviation accidents/incidents. With all the new technological products available for navigation, course 

guidance, weather and obstacles, the NTSB does not indicate on their final report anything about the 

avionics installed in the aircraft. We think it would be helpful if we knew what the pilots had at their 

disposal, and if they knew how to use it.  

There are over two dozen aircraft accidents with Cessna, Piper, and Cirrus that most likely had the 

high technology autopilots, and sensors to control them, on board. However, nothing in NTSB rec-

ords tells us about that. We think that it would be valuable information to other pilots that fly with high 

technology autopilots.  

The Angle of Attack indicator (AOA) is an inexpensive, 

easy to install, device that would help prevent unintentional 

stalls in GA. Less than 10% of the GA fleet has been 

equipped. A new Cirrus will come with the AOA as stand-

ard equipment, built into the panel. An instructor friend that 

flies mostly with Cirrus pilots says that many of the owners 

are unaware that the AOA is there or how to use it.  

To improve GA safety, and to learn from accident reports, 

we would encourage the NTSB to include the avionics in-

Critical Thinking: A Safety Reality 
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stalled in the aircraft in the final report. That information 

might help the industry uncover trends in use, or even de-

fects, in products being manufactured. The NTSB could 

then recommend training or manufacturing procedures that 

would lead to an even safer General Aviation.  

Safety is important to the airlines, so much so that their 

pilots receive recurrent training about twice a year in simu-

lators. This is a supervised structured training to address 

trends or issues with their pilots and to learn new equip-

ment.  

In the GA world, we have desktop simulators available to us, and there are full motion simulators for 

GA aircraft available, too. Most of these are located at flight schools or sophisticated flying clubs, 

and not available to non-members. Home desktop computers are almost everywhere, and there are 

many inexpensive flight simulator programs available. We all know of pilots that have built their own 

flight simulators. Although these simulators are not FAA approved for logging time, they still serve to 

educate the prospective or active pilot.  

Bˉʿbˉrʆ & H˛wˉrʋ 
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Due to %$&**#@% computer problems, this month 

yôall will have to suffer through NO GAARMS RE-

PORT. And, ironically, just like last month, as I sit 

here late February trying to type this article, the 

weather outside has Old Man Winter making a 

comeback!  Winds are blowing 26 gusting to 35 kts, 

with gusts expected to get into the 45kt range and 

with the potential of a foot or more of snow through 

the next couple of days. 

 

SO, FOR INFORMATION ON ALL ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS THAT OCCURRED LAST MONTH, 

REFER TO JIM TIMMôS ACCIDENT SUMMARY HEREIN. 

 

FREDôS PERSPECTIVE: 

All my troubles started when my old computer decided it no 

longer wanted to work properly, or at all!  I guess it really was 

time for my Windows 8 to go off into the sunset.  So, I got a 

new computer, complete with Windows 10.  NOT WINDOWS 

11 at the behest of my IT guy ï TOO MANY ISSUES WITH 

THAT RIGHT NOW.  WINDOWS 10 will be a big enough 

change to tackle right now, and it has proven to be quite a 

challenge.  I guess the older I get, and being a creature of 

habit, like following checklists, the fewer changes ï especially 

software changes - the better!!  I donôt quite know what I did to 

make my Windows 10 fight me, but it still is, and here we 

areé 

 

GAARMS  

REPORT 

By Fred Gibbs 
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GOODBYE AREA FORECASTS (FA),  

HELLO AREA FORECAST DISCUSSIONS (AFD) 

In case you havenôt noticed, the Area Forecast (FA) 

weather product NO LONGER EXISTS!  It was the 

product you used to determine the weather condi-

tions along your route of flight between reporting 

points that do have a Terminal Area Forecast (TAF).  

I am sure you all know the TAF product is only good 

for a 5-to-10-mile radius around that specific airport.  

But what about that 50-mile stretch between those 2 

airports???  Now, back east getting multiple weather 

checks along a 50-mile stretch was not very hard to 

do. Heck, I could hit 5 airports in those 50 miles. But 

out here in the west, with vast distances between 

cities and/or airports, not so much, and, as you 

know, the weather can vary significantly along the 

way!   

For example, take a flight from any airport in the 

Phoenix area up to Flagstaff: A 90 to 120 mile flight, 

with good VFR weather in Phoenix and IFR weather 

in Flagstaff, with 500 foot ceilings and İ mile in 

SNOW!!  It is critical to know the weather in be-

tween locations, but now that the Area Forecast 

(FA) product is no longer available, where do I go?? 

Well, here is the answer to that ï  

If you really want the straight, unadulterated National Weather Service product to meet that need, 

you need to go online to the Aviation Weather Center (AWC) site.  Just search for AWC.  It is the 

best site for almost all online weather briefings if you do your own briefings.  I do not know if Fore-

flight does thaté 

 

Anyway, when you go to the Aviation Weather Center, you should see the page pictured below 

(figure 1) ï this is the AWC home page.  Across the top just above the blue line that says Aviation 

weather Center are several choices to select, i.e., HOME, ADVISORIES, FORECASTS, OBSERVA-

TIONS, TOOLS, etcé Each of those has a drop-down window containing multiple weather products 

that fall under the caption.  Below the blue bar are several tabs that have the similar data, but those 

products display reporting locations on the map underneath them. Simply click on the individual loca-

tions for the specific data.  Play with it and you will be surprised at the amount of information that is 

available at your fingertips.  The map usually opens with adverse conditions depicted graphically that 

include AIRMETs and SIGMETs.  You can zoom the map in or out, and I usually just zoom in on Ari-

zona to declutter the screen, but you can adjust the zoom (range) to depict your entire route of flight 

if you want.  All the required data to meet FAR 91.103 Preflight Actions regarding weather is right 

there! 
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Anyway, with reference to this article on the Area Forecast data, the old Area Forecast (FA) is no 

longer available, but the NEW Aviation Weather Discussion (AFD) product that replaced it is.  To 

find that product, simply click on Forecasts above the blue bar.  You will get a drop-down window 

that looks like figure 2. 

Figure 1 

Figure 2 










