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Presidentôs Report  

Greetings and Happy New Year! 

And just like that, 2022 is at our six. It was a year that seemed to 

be defined as "after COVID," but was still filled with significant 

challenges. I don't believe I've ever heard the term "supply chain" 

used as much or as broadly as I did in 2022. Just a walk through 

the grocery store will show you how fragile that supply chain is 

when you see completely empty sections of shelves. Who would 

have thought there'd be a run-on peanut butter and sliced 

cheese? 

Tying it back to our passion for aviation, avionics are in short sup-

ply. Many OEMs are still struggling with microchip availability and 

have either stopped taking new orders, or they are not promising 

delivery dates. Furthering the struggle, qualified avionics techni-

cians are in high demand and many shops are unable to find 

help. Adding fuel to the fire, the glass panel revolution seems to 

have taken hold firmly and many owners are clamoring for the limited shop time available for up-

grades. Economists call it supply and demand. I just call it demand. 

If the past couple of years has taught me anything, it's patience. No toilet paper on the shelves? Just 

be patient. Gas over $4.00 a gallon? Just be patient. Can't buy a car because the lots are empty? 

Just be patient. For my family, 2022 was a year that brought in this 

patience and introduced more long-term planning. Use the waiting 

periods as a time to better plan a panel upgrade that will meet the 

majority of your flight missions. When buying a plane, you may be 

forced to dig a little deeper into the privately-advertised ones at local 

airports rather than using traditional search engines. 

We don't know what 2023 will bring, but I'm personally looking for-

ward to it. With one daughter going off to college and another begin-

ning to drive, this year will be full of challenges on its own, but I'll con-

tinue to be patient. And I'll continue to apply that patience towards my 

flying passion. I hope you'll do the same.  

Blue Skies, 

Bˠiˉʘ 

Got great aviation photos that youôd like to share? 

newsletter@azpilots.org 

mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org
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Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð January 2023 

 
 

I hope all of you had a very merry Christmas and a happy new 

year. I think the best way I celebrated the beginning of the new 

year was flying down to Casa Grande on Saturday morning for 

breakfast with friends. To be safe, I welcomed the entrance of 

the new year safe at home with a good drink and snacks. At my 

age Iôm not certain I could make it to midnight to welcome the 

new year here, maybe New York or Chicago time will work out. 

Have a Happy New Year Everyone! 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

FAA 

A while back we received an FAA directive that required a flight instructor and an experimental air-

craft owner to obtain a Letter of Deviation Authority (LODA) before the aircraft owner could receive 

flight instruction or training in their aircraft. The President recently signed legislation that does elim-

inate the LODA requirement for all experimental aircraft owners who want to hire an instructor to 

give them training in their aircraft or a borrowed aircraft. However, the legislation does not elimi-

nate the LODA for flight instructors that offer their own aircraft for flight instruction, or other experi-

mental aircraft that are advertised or offered for flight instruction.  

 

AIRSPACE 

It looks like the start of the new year should be rather quiet because I have not been made aware 

of any significant airspace changes or regulation changes being proposed for us in Arizona, and I 

hope it stays that way for a while. 

The Super Bowl will be here on February 12, 2023, and with the Phoenix golf open in progress at 

the same time, itôs going to be an extremely busy 

extended weekend from an airspace standpoint. 

The FAA has advised they will not be able to pro-

vide Flight Following during this busy weekend. 

Also, be aware that there will be TFRs present in 

the Phoenix area that weekend. The FAA will have 

a reservation system in place to file instrument 

flight plans, and all the airports in the Phoenix area 

are anticipating aircraft parking to be filled to ca-

pacity during that weekend. Much activity has 

been in progress by the airports and the FAA to 

safely accommodate the influx of aircraft, and the 

https://www.faa.gov/superbowl
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FAA has prepared a website where you will be able to ob-

tain information for the event. The website is: faa.gov/

superbowl. With all the anticipated air traffic in the greater 

Phoenix area, it is being suggested to consider forgoing 

pleasure flying in the area that weekend from Friday through 

Monday. 

Sedona Airport has complained that there are aircraft that 

are not communicating with other aircraft on the radio when 

they land there. For everyoneôs safety, use the recommend-

ed radio procedures as outlined in the AIM when operating 

out of ANY uncontrolled airport, not just Sedona. These ra-

dio procedures were developed to permit pilots to develop a 

situational awareness, to know if and where other aircraft 

may be located, and what their intentions are. Please fly safe!  

 

SAFETY 

Apparently, the FAA is not always amused when pilots do dumb things, both intentionally and unin-

tentionally. Some of the intentional ones that come to mind that the FAA took a very dim view of 

were: 

The pilot that put on a parachute and went up in an older airplane that he said had an inflight engine 

failure and he bailed out and let the airplane crash. An FAA post-crash examination of the engine 

didnôt reveal a problem with the engine. Saying he flew recklessly (Part 91.13), they revoked his air-

menôs certificates.  

A Red Bull sponsored attempt at an inflight pilot - aircraft swap. One pilot was successful, and the 

other was not, and the pilotless aircraft crashed. Both pilots lost their airman certificates. (Part 91.13) 

The pilot, while casually flying, who decided to fly under a high bridge that was nearby. The FAA 

said the pilot turned off the ADS-B and flew under the bridge. Two no-noôs. Again, all airmen certifi-

cates permanently revoked. (Part 91.13) 

In the first two cases I havenôt heard if the pilots 

have attempted to get their pilotsô certificates again 

or not; however, in the third case, the pilot thought 

they had been dealt with too harshly and had a 

strong desire to continue flying. The pilot had been 

flying for many decades, had owned a flight school, 

flown as a corporate pilot, and had an ATP/CFI cer-

tificate with several type ratings. To continue flying, 

the individual took a private pilot ground school 

class, a private check ride which they passed, and is 

happily flying as a private pilot again. 

And then there are pilots that do dumb things unin-

tentionally. These are the pilots that commit pilot de-

viations. I think these deviations are often caused by 

https://www.faa.gov/superbowl
https://www.faa.gov/superbowl
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pilots not paying full attention to what they are do-

ing, not listening to ATC instructions carefully, or 

perhaps in some cases not knowing what they 

are supposed to do or not do. 

Unfortunately, pilot deviations were up in the last 

reporting period. Pilots need to keep track of what 

type of airspace they are flying in or may be 

about to enter, and they must be prepared to 

comply with ATC instructions accurately and 

promptly if they are in controlled airspace. When 

in controlled airspace, if faced with a potential is-

sue, always promptly advise ATC of the need to 

take action before doing so. Donôt do something creative on your own without first telling them. 

Please keep in mind, we all often operate in a very busy and complex block of airspace, and we 

need to be operating safely. 

A summary of the general aviation deviations that were committed this reporting period are as fol-

lows: 

One IFR Deviation One Brasher 

One Class Bravo Airspace Deviation One Brasher 

Eight Class Delta Airspace Deviations One Brasher 

Two Air Traffic Control Instruction Deviations No Brashers 

Five Runway Incursions Two Brashers 

Two Restricted Airspace Deviations Two Brashers 

For the details on these deviations, see my Pilot Deviations Report elsewhere in this newsletter.  

In the past reporting period aviation safety was relatively good because the number of accidents 

and incidents were down, and the injuries incurred were not severe. I hope this trend will continue 

through this the new year. For a detailed report of all the accidents 

and incidents that have occurred, see my Accident & Incident Sum-

mary report located elsewhere in this newsletter. 

In the past reporting period the FAA issued a report of two Near Mid 

Air Collision occurrences. A description of these two incidents are lo-

cated near the Accident Summary and the Pilot Deviation reports in 

this Newsletter.  

Members, please do continue to send accident information 

to jtimm@azpilots.org with the date, location, aircraft make, and type, 

if anyone got hurt, and with as much detail as possible. Thank You.  

 

CONSTRUCTION 

Repair and construction projects underway at many airports around 

 ά 
¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǊŀŘƛƻ 

ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ŀǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

!La ǿƘŜƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ƻǳǘ 

ƻŦ !b¸ ǳƴŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘΦ 

έ    

mailto:jtimm@azpilots.org
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J˔ʗ 

 Fly a Helicopter! Fly Loops and Rolls! 

 Price:$ 330.00  Price:$ 220.00  

Contact: Glenn Roberts * (602) 463-5528 * glennsroberts@icloud.com  

the state; however, we donôt have the latest status on 

all these projects, so it is always best to check for NO-

TAMs at your destination airport to determine what 

may be happening. Always be cautious and always fly 

well informed. 

APA is always working with airports around the state 

assisting with the updating of their Airport Master 

Plans by providing the pilot and aircraft ownerôs per-

spective in the process. Payson Airport, with the con-

sulting firm of Coffman and Associates, will be starting 

an update of their Airport Master Plan later this month. 

 

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO FLY FOR BREAKFAST: 

The fly-in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport (P08) is on the first Saturday of the month. 

On the second Saturday, consider flying down to Ryan Field (RYN) near Tucson for breakfast or 

lunch at Ritchieôs Restaurant. They are open from 6 am to 2 pm to serve you. 

The Falcon Field Warbirds Squadron fly-in breakfast is on the third weekend of the month. 

The Grapevine group camp dinner on Saturday evening will be one week early, February 11th, as 

to not conflict with the Buckeye Air Fair the following weekend, February 17-19. Come and camp for 

the weekend! The camp host will prepare the main course, and campers, please bring a side dish or 

dessert to share.  

On the last Saturday of the month a fly-in breakfast is continuing to be put on by the Casa Grande 

Masonic Lodge in the air-conditioned Terminal of the Casa Grande Airport. Apparently, the upgrad-

ing of the lunch area has yet to meet inspection requirements. Hopefully it wonôt be too long before it 

can come online. 

When you fly to any of these venues, be sure to look for 

the Fly Arizona Passport Placard and scan the placard 

with your smart phone to get credit on the FlyAZ passport 

program app for being there. 

 

Check with the APA Getaway Flights program and 

online calendar for fun weekend places to fly. 

mailto:glennsroberts@icloud.com
http://www.apple.com/
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As an all-volunteer organization, APA relies on the generosity of our members and volunteers to 

accomplish our mission. To ensure that weôre communicating volunteer opportunities, we will begin 

publishing a Volunteer Opportunity summary in the newsletter going forward. 

Please take a look at the volunteer opportunities listed below and reach out to the APA point of 

contact for more details if you are interested in helping out.  

Thank you in advance for your participation!  

APA Volunteer Opportunities 

Opportunities APA Point of Contact 

APA Member Services 
Volunteers Needed! 

Mailing Donor Thank You Cards 
Mailing Membership Cards and a Welcome Letters 
Clothing Store Inventory and Shipping Orders 

{ǘŜŦŀƴƛŜ 
όǎǘŜŦϪŀȊǇƛƭƻǘǎΦƻǊƎύ 

Day Trips Volunteer 
Needed! 

Coordinating fly-in destinations or day trips 
Brian 

(brian@azpilots.org) 

Grapevine Monthly 
Camping Weekend 

Leanne 
(leanne@azpilots.org) 

January '23 
(Jan. 20 & 21) 

Tommy Thomason 

February '23 
(Feb. 10 & 12) 

Mark & Stef Spencer 

March '23 
(Mar. 17 & 18) 

Bob & Barb 

April '23 
(Sept. 21 & 22) 

Open 

Windsock Maintenance 
Volunteers Needed! 

Buzzards Roost  
(Windsock Only) 

Complete 
Thanks Dave Lenz & Team! 

Pleasant Valley Young (24AZ) 
(Base, Pole & Windsock) 

In Work 
(pleasantvalley@azpilots.org) 

Vulture Mine 
(Windsock Only) 

Tommy Thomason 
(vulturemine@azpilots.org) 

Airstrip Maintenance 
Volunteers Needed! 

Red Creek 
(Fill Ruts etc. - Deferred to Fall '22) 

Tommy Thomason 
(redcreek@azpilots.org) 

Double Circle Ranch  
(Airstrip Shoulder Mowing - Help Needed!) 

In Work 
Thanks to Josh Leavitt  
and the Bryce Families! 
(doublecircle@azpilots.org) 

Forepaugh 
(General Strip Maintenance) 

Kit Murphy 
(forepaugh@azpilots.org) 

mailto:stef@azpilots.org
mailto:brian@azpilots.org
mailto:leanne@azpilots.org
mailto:pleasantvalley@azpilots.org
mailto:vulturemine@azpilots.org
mailto:redcreek@azpilots.org
mailto:doublecircle@azpilots.org
mailto:forepaugh@azpilots.org
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Introduction to Safety Risk Management 

 

The FAA and industry will conduct a public education 

campaign emphasizing the best practices associated 

with Safety Risk Management  

  

Outreach Month:  January 2023  

Topic: Introduction to Safety Risk Management 

DOWNLOADS: PowerPoint Presentation Slides... 

Phoenix-Mesa Gateway is a medium to large multi-use airport. It serves air carriers, business and 

general aviation, transient military aircraft, and is home to extensive flight training operations. This 

diverse mix of aircraft capability and pilots experience and skill, make it a busy and challenging air-

port. Located approximately 20 miles southeast of Phoenix Sky Harbor, it is a reliever and conven-

ient alternative to the busier more congested airport. 

When flying into any airport with the diverse mix of 

traffic and pilot experience that Phoenix-Mesa Gate-

way has, pilots need to be ready for runway changes, 

taxi route changes, and holding instructions both in 

the air and on the ground. The configuration of three 

parallel runways is a bit unusual and necessitates 

increased attention to runway assignment when arriv-

ing and departing the airport. Ensuring a clear under-

standing of what you are to do and where you are to 

do it will make your trip safer and more enjoyable.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9nrLD6OM_s 

https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/january-2018-introduction-to-safety-risk-management
https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/january-2018-introduction-to-safety-risk-management
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9nrLD6OM_s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9nrLD6OM_s
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PhotosHappen.com 

Air-to-Air Photography 

Member: WPA, AOPA, EAA, Cascade Warbirds, 

APA, Red Star Pilots Association 

Karyn F. King 

PhotosHappen@aol.com 

(206) 795-2796 

Featured  

By Andy Durbin 

 

I was out at Pleasant Valley yesterday Sunday Jan 

8th.  The strip has been bladed since I was there 

last and is about 45 ft wide between very low 

berms.  Surface is good except for a few tire ruts 

made by road vehicles while it was wet.  They could 

catch and steer a nose wheel.  There are a few 

shrubs on the berm line but nothing taller than 

about 3 ft.  All the long grass is gone except close 

to the parking area shades.   Windsock is split for 

half its length and will read low. 

Also landed at Buzzard Roost.  Windsock is in excellent condition after its recent replacement.  No 

horses there this time.   A few tailwheel  tracks in the soft ground so it's been visited recently. 

Anˍʦ 

https://www.photoshappen.com/
https://www.photoshappen.com/
mailto:PhotosHappen@aol.com
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by Chris Nugent 

 

We had another great turnout for the 2022 scholarship cycle with forty-three applications received. 

The overall quality of the scholarship applications has always been impressive, and the 2022 sub-

missions were no exception. In past years, the career objectives for the majority of the applicantôs 

focused on becoming professional aviators. However, weôre starting to see more applications for stu-

dents who want to pursue careers in aviation maintenance and air traffic control which is encourag-

ing.  

As is normally the case, the scholarship committee puts in a lot of effort in the November/December 

timeframe to review applications and make final award recommendations. In the end analysis we 

were able to award a total of thirteen scholarships worth $3,000 each ï this is up from the eight we 

have awarded in recent years. The additional scholarship awards made possible by the recent dona-

tion from Operation Freedom Bird and the generosity of the APA membership. The scholarships are 

an important part of APAôs mission and itôs very encouraging to see the membershipôs continued 

commitment to the program ï thank you! 

Hereôs a quick overview of the 2022 scholarship winners ï we will be publishing a more in-depth look 

at each of them in upcoming editions of the newsletter: 

× Xitlali Vazquez ï Xitlali is currently a senior at Greenway High School and is working towards 

securing an appointment to the US Air Force Academy. She has been active in the Junior Re-

serve Officer Training Corps (JRTOC) and was awarded a scholarship to the Aim High Flight 

Academy funded by the US Air Force and Navy. This allowed her to complete her initial flight 

training through solo and the APA scholarship will allow her to complete her PPL. 

× Lynn Burnett ï Lynn is currently attending the Chandler-Gilbert Community College/University 

of North Dakota (CGCC/UND) flight training program with a goal of becoming a professional CFI. 

Lynn is an Army veteran and former Airborne Ranger. 

× Cintia Cantor Navas ï Cintia is also attending the CGCC/UND flight training program with the 

objective of becoming a professional pilot. She is US Marine Corp veteran and former air traffic 

controller. 

× Evan Erickson ï Evan is attending Arizona State University (ASU) majoring in Air Traffic Man-

agement with the objective of becoming an air traffic controller in the US Air Force. 

× Richard Browning ï Richard is currently attending the aviation program at the East Valley Insti-

tute of Technology (EVIT) and is looking to pursue a pilot slot in the US military. Richard will use 

the APA scholarship to complete his PPL. 

× Aevyn Peirce ï Aevyn is currently attending West-MEC Technical Institute and is pursuing her 

certificate in Aviation Maintenance Technology (AMT). 

× Jeremy Lee ï Jeremy is attending the Aviation Maintenance Technology program at CGCC to 

earn his Airframe & Powerplant certification. 

~  APA Scholarship Program  ~ 



 мр 

 

C˓ˠiʟ 

× Aneka Raaman ï Aneka is currently attending ASU and will transition to the United Aviate Acad-

emy to complete her professional pilot certifications. Aneka is an alumnus of Aviation Explorer 

Post 352 at Falcon Field. 

× Nick Vatis ï Nick is an EVIT alumnus and is attending the CGCC/UND flight training program. 

Nickôs career objective is to become a professional pilot for the airlines. 

× Tavian Schnack ï Tavian is currently attending EVIT and will transition to the flight training pro-

gram at CGCC/UND. His career objective is to become a professional pilot for the US Forest Ser-

vice (USFS). 

× Jeffre Antoff ï Jeffre is attending the Aviation Maintenance Technology program at CGCC to 

earn his Airframe & Powerplant certification. 

× Benjamin OôHara-Haworth ï Benjamin is currently attending Westwood High School and is re-

ceiving flight training at Aviation Explorer Post 352. He also wants to become a professional pilot 

for the USFS. As a side note, Benjamin comes from an aviation family and his brother received 

an APA scholarship in 2020 (pictured below). 

× Jason Oetken ï Jason is attending the CGCC/UND flight training program. Jasonôs career objec-

tive is to become a professional pilot for the airlines. 

The aviation industry has continued to rebound from the pandemic, and this is reflected in the num-

ber of applications that APA receives for the scholarship program. And it is encouraging to see the 

drive and commitment of the applicants in pursuing aviation careers.   

Thank you again for your commitment to helping APA fulfill a key part of our mission. 

Stay healthy and fly safe. 

Tim OôHara-Haworth shows off his brand-new PPL in 2020 
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By Trent Heidtke  

 

 

Welcome to the January edition of AZAPP Corner where 

we update you on the latest and greatest happenings re-

garding the Arizona Passport Program. 

As we head into January, the program continues to see 

more and more users with each passing day.  We are 

sneaking up on 80 total users right now.  We also are con-

tinuing to confirm more and more participating airports and businesses placard locations.   

Throughout December we celebrated a number of milestones.  We now have placards at eight of 

nine restaurants and the Commemorative Air Force Museum in Mesa is our very first museum to 

display our AZAPP placard!  Visit the APA website often during the month to get the latest placard 

locations at participating airports and businesses.   As with last month, we do continue to struggle 

with a few airports that have been non-committal about putting up signs at their locations.  If anyone 

has a good relationship with Cutter in Prescott, Signature in Laughlin, or Wiseman in Flagstaff, 

please let us know if you can help us get signs posted at those locations.   

The good news is that word is getting out and the folks at Sun Valley Airport (A20) just South of Bull-

head City have reached out wanting to join the program.  As of right now, we have a new QR code 

for them and the app has been updated to accept the new code.  All that remains is to get a new 

placard made and shipped off.  Hats off and a big APA thank you to Jim and the rest of the gang 

there at Sun Valley.  We look forward to officially welcoming you into the program and getting the 

placard in your hands this month. 

For now, just be aware that we are still working to get specific definition on a few placard placements 

as not everyone participating has sent us that yet.  Your patience while we work through the infor-

mation gaps is appreciated.  We are also working closely 

with our web techs on being able to have placard location 

pictures on the APA website as well.  Stay tuned. 

Remember, if you have used the app and have feedback, 

feel free to contact Trent Heidtke at trent@azpilots.org.  

We appreciate anything in the way of comments so that we 

can make the program better along the way.  We will be 

meeting with our Embry Riddle sponsors during the month 

of January to discuss enhancements so please keep those 

suggestions coming.  

Tɼˏnʠ 

~  Arizona Airport Passport Program  ~ 

mailto:trent@azpilots.org
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By Rick Bosshardt 

 

 

Looking for a fun and interesting place to fly to and explore in 

Arizona?  One of the hidden gems that we are fortunate enough 

to have is the fabled Grand Gulch Copper and Silver mine on 

the north rim of the Grand Canyon. 

Situated in the northwest corner of the Grand Canyon National 

Park, the location actually sits on BLM land, and is thus ap-

proved for backcountry airplanes and other motorized vehicles.  

Its location is a long 8 hour 4WD trek south from St George, UT, 

and thus the use of aircraft is about the only way to explore this 

fascinating location. 

Opened in the 1880ôs, and in continuous operation until around 1920, the Grand Gulch mine was at 

one time the richest copper producer in the State of Arizona and produced almost .5% of all the cop-

per in the USA! 

Due to the difficulty in transporting the ore out for processing (for many decades it was a 400 MILE 

mule team and cart odyssey!), it became uneconomical. In the 1940ôs, during WWII, the price and 

need for copper caused the mine to reopen, but soon thereafter it closed for good and has been 

baking in the Arizona sun ever since. 

There are two dirt strips that are in good shape, and around once a year volunteers from the AZ Pi-

lots Association and the Recreational Aviation Foundation have a work party weekend to clear 

rocks, build up the fire pit, and perform other maintenance.  It would not be advisable to fly in there 

without removing wheel pants on trike gear, and having at least 8.00x6 tires.  Backcountry and high 

altitude experience are a must. 

Once settled in the tie down area, a short ı mile walk brings you to the old mine site. Itôs a fascina-

tion collection of old buildings, stamp mill pieces, two old 40ôs vintage pickup trucks, a smelt oven, 

Grand Gulch Fly/Camping Adventure 
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acid wash tanks, slag heaps, and even a vertical mine shaft that I estimate (thru listening to a rock 

falling in) to be around 1000ô deep.  The National Park Service has a nice metal box with sign in 

sheet and a great historical account of the mine and its workings over the years, including pictures 

and newspaper articles.   The people that lived and worked there were clearly a very hardy folk! 

We camped that night out on the plateau, and the stars were just incredible, as there is very little 

light pollution around.  And great news, the Recreational Aviation Foundation added a nice, new 

vault toileté.  so itôs virtually a ñGlampingò site! 

The Grand Gulch is truly a treasure for us backcountry pilots in the southwest, and definitely worthy 

of a visit!  More information can be found at AZPilots.org, under <Pilot Info> and then <Backcountry 

Strips>.  A video showing some good detail on the location and landings can be found on YouTube 

at this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvcZc6vZd-o&t=4s additional information can be 

found for Grand Gulch and other airstrips around the country here: https://airfield.guide/ 

If any reader should have more questions, please feel free to contact me at rick@azpilots.org. 

Rick Bosshardt, Board of Directors, Backcountry Committee, AZ Pilots Association 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvcZc6vZd-o&t=4s
mailto:rick@azpilots.org
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https://partner91.com/
https://www.copperstateflyin.org/







































