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Presidentôs Report  

Greetings and Happy New Year! 

And just like that, 2022 is at our six. It was a year that seemed to 

be defined as "after COVID," but was still filled with significant 

challenges. I don't believe I've ever heard the term "supply chain" 

used as much or as broadly as I did in 2022. Just a walk through 

the grocery store will show you how fragile that supply chain is 

when you see completely empty sections of shelves. Who would 

have thought there'd be a run-on peanut butter and sliced 

cheese? 

Tying it back to our passion for aviation, avionics are in short sup-

ply. Many OEMs are still struggling with microchip availability and 

have either stopped taking new orders, or they are not promising 

delivery dates. Furthering the struggle, qualified avionics techni-

cians are in high demand and many shops are unable to find 

help. Adding fuel to the fire, the glass panel revolution seems to 

have taken hold firmly and many owners are clamoring for the limited shop time available for up-

grades. Economists call it supply and demand. I just call it demand. 

If the past couple of years has taught me anything, it's patience. No toilet paper on the shelves? Just 

be patient. Gas over $4.00 a gallon? Just be patient. Can't buy a car because the lots are empty? 

Just be patient. For my family, 2022 was a year that brought in this 

patience and introduced more long-term planning. Use the waiting 

periods as a time to better plan a panel upgrade that will meet the 

majority of your flight missions. When buying a plane, you may be 

forced to dig a little deeper into the privately-advertised ones at local 

airports rather than using traditional search engines. 

We don't know what 2023 will bring, but I'm personally looking for-

ward to it. With one daughter going off to college and another begin-

ning to drive, this year will be full of challenges on its own, but I'll con-

tinue to be patient. And I'll continue to apply that patience towards my 

flying passion. I hope you'll do the same.  

Blue Skies, 

Bˠiˉʘ 

Got great aviation photos that youôd like to share? 

newsletter@azpilots.org 

mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org
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Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð January 2023 

 
 

I hope all of you had a very merry Christmas and a happy new 

year. I think the best way I celebrated the beginning of the new 

year was flying down to Casa Grande on Saturday morning for 

breakfast with friends. To be safe, I welcomed the entrance of 

the new year safe at home with a good drink and snacks. At my 

age Iôm not certain I could make it to midnight to welcome the 

new year here, maybe New York or Chicago time will work out. 

Have a Happy New Year Everyone! 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

FAA 

A while back we received an FAA directive that required a flight instructor and an experimental air-

craft owner to obtain a Letter of Deviation Authority (LODA) before the aircraft owner could receive 

flight instruction or training in their aircraft. The President recently signed legislation that does elim-

inate the LODA requirement for all experimental aircraft owners who want to hire an instructor to 

give them training in their aircraft or a borrowed aircraft. However, the legislation does not elimi-

nate the LODA for flight instructors that offer their own aircraft for flight instruction, or other experi-

mental aircraft that are advertised or offered for flight instruction.  

 

AIRSPACE 

It looks like the start of the new year should be rather quiet because I have not been made aware 

of any significant airspace changes or regulation changes being proposed for us in Arizona, and I 

hope it stays that way for a while. 

The Super Bowl will be here on February 12, 2023, and with the Phoenix golf open in progress at 

the same time, itôs going to be an extremely busy 

extended weekend from an airspace standpoint. 

The FAA has advised they will not be able to pro-

vide Flight Following during this busy weekend. 

Also, be aware that there will be TFRs present in 

the Phoenix area that weekend. The FAA will have 

a reservation system in place to file instrument 

flight plans, and all the airports in the Phoenix area 

are anticipating aircraft parking to be filled to ca-

pacity during that weekend. Much activity has 

been in progress by the airports and the FAA to 

safely accommodate the influx of aircraft, and the 

https://www.faa.gov/superbowl
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FAA has prepared a website where you will be able to ob-

tain information for the event. The website is: faa.gov/

superbowl. With all the anticipated air traffic in the greater 

Phoenix area, it is being suggested to consider forgoing 

pleasure flying in the area that weekend from Friday through 

Monday. 

Sedona Airport has complained that there are aircraft that 

are not communicating with other aircraft on the radio when 

they land there. For everyoneôs safety, use the recommend-

ed radio procedures as outlined in the AIM when operating 

out of ANY uncontrolled airport, not just Sedona. These ra-

dio procedures were developed to permit pilots to develop a 

situational awareness, to know if and where other aircraft 

may be located, and what their intentions are. Please fly safe!  

 

SAFETY 

Apparently, the FAA is not always amused when pilots do dumb things, both intentionally and unin-

tentionally. Some of the intentional ones that come to mind that the FAA took a very dim view of 

were: 

The pilot that put on a parachute and went up in an older airplane that he said had an inflight engine 

failure and he bailed out and let the airplane crash. An FAA post-crash examination of the engine 

didnôt reveal a problem with the engine. Saying he flew recklessly (Part 91.13), they revoked his air-

menôs certificates.  

A Red Bull sponsored attempt at an inflight pilot - aircraft swap. One pilot was successful, and the 

other was not, and the pilotless aircraft crashed. Both pilots lost their airman certificates. (Part 91.13) 

The pilot, while casually flying, who decided to fly under a high bridge that was nearby. The FAA 

said the pilot turned off the ADS-B and flew under the bridge. Two no-noôs. Again, all airmen certifi-

cates permanently revoked. (Part 91.13) 

In the first two cases I havenôt heard if the pilots 

have attempted to get their pilotsô certificates again 

or not; however, in the third case, the pilot thought 

they had been dealt with too harshly and had a 

strong desire to continue flying. The pilot had been 

flying for many decades, had owned a flight school, 

flown as a corporate pilot, and had an ATP/CFI cer-

tificate with several type ratings. To continue flying, 

the individual took a private pilot ground school 

class, a private check ride which they passed, and is 

happily flying as a private pilot again. 

And then there are pilots that do dumb things unin-

tentionally. These are the pilots that commit pilot de-

viations. I think these deviations are often caused by 

https://www.faa.gov/superbowl
https://www.faa.gov/superbowl
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pilots not paying full attention to what they are do-

ing, not listening to ATC instructions carefully, or 

perhaps in some cases not knowing what they 

are supposed to do or not do. 

Unfortunately, pilot deviations were up in the last 

reporting period. Pilots need to keep track of what 

type of airspace they are flying in or may be 

about to enter, and they must be prepared to 

comply with ATC instructions accurately and 

promptly if they are in controlled airspace. When 

in controlled airspace, if faced with a potential is-

sue, always promptly advise ATC of the need to 

take action before doing so. Donôt do something creative on your own without first telling them. 

Please keep in mind, we all often operate in a very busy and complex block of airspace, and we 

need to be operating safely. 

A summary of the general aviation deviations that were committed this reporting period are as fol-

lows: 

One IFR Deviation One Brasher 

One Class Bravo Airspace Deviation One Brasher 

Eight Class Delta Airspace Deviations One Brasher 

Two Air Traffic Control Instruction Deviations No Brashers 

Five Runway Incursions Two Brashers 

Two Restricted Airspace Deviations Two Brashers 

For the details on these deviations, see my Pilot Deviations Report elsewhere in this newsletter.  

In the past reporting period aviation safety was relatively good because the number of accidents 

and incidents were down, and the injuries incurred were not severe. I hope this trend will continue 

through this the new year. For a detailed report of all the accidents 

and incidents that have occurred, see my Accident & Incident Sum-

mary report located elsewhere in this newsletter. 

In the past reporting period the FAA issued a report of two Near Mid 

Air Collision occurrences. A description of these two incidents are lo-

cated near the Accident Summary and the Pilot Deviation reports in 

this Newsletter.  

Members, please do continue to send accident information 

to jtimm@azpilots.org with the date, location, aircraft make, and type, 

if anyone got hurt, and with as much detail as possible. Thank You.  

 

CONSTRUCTION 

Repair and construction projects underway at many airports around 

 ά 
¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǊŀŘƛƻ 

ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ŀǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

!La ǿƘŜƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ƻǳǘ 

ƻŦ !b¸ ǳƴŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘΦ 

έ    

mailto:jtimm@azpilots.org
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J˔ʗ 

 Fly a Helicopter! Fly Loops and Rolls! 

 Price:$ 330.00  Price:$ 220.00  

Contact: Glenn Roberts * (602) 463-5528 * glennsroberts@icloud.com  

the state; however, we donôt have the latest status on 

all these projects, so it is always best to check for NO-

TAMs at your destination airport to determine what 

may be happening. Always be cautious and always fly 

well informed. 

APA is always working with airports around the state 

assisting with the updating of their Airport Master 

Plans by providing the pilot and aircraft ownerôs per-

spective in the process. Payson Airport, with the con-

sulting firm of Coffman and Associates, will be starting 

an update of their Airport Master Plan later this month. 

 

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO FLY FOR BREAKFAST: 

The fly-in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport (P08) is on the first Saturday of the month. 

On the second Saturday, consider flying down to Ryan Field (RYN) near Tucson for breakfast or 

lunch at Ritchieôs Restaurant. They are open from 6 am to 2 pm to serve you. 

The Falcon Field Warbirds Squadron fly-in breakfast is on the third weekend of the month. 

The Grapevine group camp dinner on Saturday evening will be one week early, February 11th, as 

to not conflict with the Buckeye Air Fair the following weekend, February 17-19. Come and camp for 

the weekend! The camp host will prepare the main course, and campers, please bring a side dish or 

dessert to share.  

On the last Saturday of the month a fly-in breakfast is continuing to be put on by the Casa Grande 

Masonic Lodge in the air-conditioned Terminal of the Casa Grande Airport. Apparently, the upgrad-

ing of the lunch area has yet to meet inspection requirements. Hopefully it wonôt be too long before it 

can come online. 

When you fly to any of these venues, be sure to look for 

the Fly Arizona Passport Placard and scan the placard 

with your smart phone to get credit on the FlyAZ passport 

program app for being there. 

 

Check with the APA Getaway Flights program and 

online calendar for fun weekend places to fly. 

mailto:glennsroberts@icloud.com
http://www.apple.com/
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https://faasafety.gov/SPANS/event_details.aspx?eid=117769&caller=/SPANS/events/EventList.aspx





































































