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Presidentôs Report  

Greetings, 

We're excited to announce we'll be attending the Buckeye Air Fair 

on February 17-19 and setting up shop in the AOPA tent right up 

front. The city of Buckeye and their leadership has embraced 

general aviation and I love seeing them reap the rewards. 

The Buckeye Air Fair is a family event that serves as an airport 

open house, family fun day and an air show, all in one. What a 

great excuse to get kids out to an airport and to actually be able 

to be on the air-side of the fence unescorted like many of us were 

able to do growing up. Those bounce houses and funnel cakes 

attracted them and their parents to the airport and that should 

make us smile. Smile at the kids. Greet them. Offer to show them 

your plane. Be friendly and approachable. Let's help them be-

come future pilots! 

For us pilots, we look past those bounce houses. We are more 

interested in forums and vendors. Need new tires? There's a good chance you can pick up a set. 

Want to poke buttons on a new glass display? There will be plenty of options for that. Want to learn 

how to best maintain an older engine? Learn from the experts. The pre-Covid AOPA regional fly-ins 

were a lot of fun and this looks to be a refinement on that model.  

We are optimistic that we will meet hundreds of our 

members over the three-day event. We'll have our 

booth staffed with much of our volunteer board of 

directors. We can answer membership questions, 

renew memberships, get you outfitted in the latest 

merch, and learn about what you'd like to get out of 

APA. Come out and join us, we'll see you there!  

Blue Skies, 

Bˠiˉʘ 

Got interesting aviation videos that you wish to share? 

Please share only your own videos, keep them related to an aviation topic 

of some kind, and please keep them to no more than 5-6 minutes long. A 

short paragraph of explanation would be great, but not necessary. 

rick@azpilots.org 

mailto:rick@azpilots.org
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Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð February 2023 

 
 

The days and evenings have been cool lately, and the aircraft 

performance, and hopefully the pilot performance, have been 

significantly improved. In the morning when I take-off I find that I 

have been two to four hundred feet higher now when I pass 

over the airport boundary, and the flight is usually very smooth. 

Itôs a wonderful time of the year for flying. For this desert rat, I 

donôt think I could take the weather as cold as our fellow pilots 

encounter in the northern parts of the country or the mountains. 

The temperature we have now is about my limit. 

When you venture into the cooler temperatures, even with the temperatures here, please remem-

ber, if you have parked outside and you have frost on your wings, remove it before you try to fly. A 

light frost on the wing can significantly reduce the efficiency of the wingôs airfoil to generate lift. DO 

NOT try to use water to remove it. It will only freeze, turning the airplane into an ice sculpture inca-

pable of flight. Also, the water may get into the ailerons and freeze, resulting in an imbalance, and 

possibly result in a destructive inflight flutter. Other than a heated hangar, turn the aircraft to have 

the sun directly impact the back of the airplane and melt the frost. If you are in the higher eleva-

tions overnight, and have a snow accumulation on the wings and tail, remove it before attempting 

flight. Donôt expect the snow to blow off during the takeoff run. It may not, and besides, there may 

be ice under the snow. Please fly safely! 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

FAA 

The FAA has recently released data from the year 2022 regarding flight activity at the top 100 air-

ports in the nation. I found it interesting to see where some of our Arizona airports fit into this top 

100 airport list.  

 Listing  Airport Operations in 2022 

 1 ATL Atlanta Hartsfield 729,967 

 11 PHX Phoenix International 449,103 

 18 FFZ Mesa 345,885 

 19 VNY Van Nuys 343,408 

 27 PRC Prescott 308,691 

 36 DVT Phoenix Deer Valley 282,820 

 70 SDL Scottsdale 177,219 

 98 TUS Tucson International 142,389 
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I thought it was interesting that Mesaôs Falcon Field 

is now the busiest general aviation airport in the na-

tion. I would guess if students learning to fly at Fal-

con Field can cope with its traffic, they should be 

able to handle any other general aviation and many 

of the commercial airports in the world. 

 

AIRSPACE 

The next time you fly into Tucson International Air-

port (TUS) be aware that the Ground Control fre-

quency has been changed. For many years it was 124.4, but now IT IS 120.025.  

Iôm certain that everyone is keenly aware that we are often operating in a relatively crowded air-

space, but now having to be on the lookout for drones is an added challenge. I recently saw an arti-

cle where a Cessna 172 collided with a drone at 400 feet AGL about a mile off the end of the runway 

the Cessna was intending to land on. The damage to the cowling was substantial, but the results 

would have been fatal if the impact was about two feet higher. Last month we reported on a Near 

Mid Air Collision between an Embraer Jet and a drone at Mesa Gateway Airport (IWA). It happened 

while the jet was landing and the drone passed over the wing and evasive action wasnôt able to be 

taken because it happened so quickly. Drones are out there and flying with us. Be aware and be on 

the alert for them, knowing they are small and hard to spot. 

 

SAFETY 

Fortunately, the number of pilot deviations were down a bit this month. Pilots need to listen carefully 

to ATC instructions and follow them, and if you canôt comply, tell ATC why you canôt. When flying in 

controlled airspace, pilots shouldnôt be creative, but talk to ATC first before they do something that 

differs from the instructions given. Always be aware of what type of airspace you are flying in, or 

may be about to enter, and know what may be expected of you. Always fly with care and fore-

thought, and donôt commit a deviation. 

In summary, the general aviation deviations this reporting period are: 

Five IFR Deviations 3 Brashers 

One Class Alpha Airspace Deviation 1 Brasher 

Two Class Bravo Airspace Deviations 1 Brasher 

Four Class Delta Airspace Deviations 1 Brasher 

One Air Traffic Control InstructionDeviation No Brasher 

One Runway Incursion No Brasher 

One Surface Incident N/A 

For the details of these deviations see my Pilot Deviations Report 

located elsewhere in this newsletter. 

In this January reporting period aviation safety was not the best 



 с 

 

because the number of aircraft accidents and inci-

dents were up from the previous report. While the 

accident numbers were up, there was a positive 

side to the report in that none of the accidents re-

sulted in a fatality or an injury.  

For the details of these accidents and incidents see 

my Accident/Incident Summary Report also located 

elsewhere in this newsletter. 

The FAA has also given us a report of four Near 

Mid Air Collision (NMAC) incidents that had occurred in the December/January reporting period. A 

description of these incidents are in a NMAC Report located near the Accident/Incident and Pilot 

Deviation reports in this newsletter. 

Members, please continue to send accident information to jtimm@azpilots.org with the 

date, location, aircraft make, and type, if anyone got hurt, and with as much detail as possible. 

Thank You.  

 

CONSTRUCTION 

This time of the year it seems like most of the airports around the state have construction and repair 

projects underway. Unfortunately, we donôt have any specific details of any one of the projects, but 

we would certainly suggest that you always check for NOTAMS at your destination airport so you 

wonôt have any unpleasant surprises when you arrive at your destination. 

APA is always working with airports around the state assisting with the updating of their Airport Mas-

ter Plans by providing the pilot, and aircraft ownerôs perspective in the process. Payson Airport had 

their initial Airport Master Plan Update meeting this last month and should complete the process by 

the end of the year. 

 

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO FLY FOR BREAKFAST: 

The fly-in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport (P08) is on the first Saturday of the month. 

On the second Saturday, consider flying down to Ryan Field (RYN) near Tucson for breakfast or 

lunch at Ritchieôs Restaurant. They are open from 6 am to 2 pm to serve you. 

The Falcon Field Warbirds Squadron fly-in breakfast is on the third weekend of the month. 

The Grapevine group camp dinner on Saturday evening 

will be one week early, February 11th, as to not conflict 

with the Buckeye Air Fair the following weekend, February 

17-19. Come and camp for the weekend! The camp host 

will prepare the main course, and campers, please bring a 

side dish or dessert to share.  

On the last Saturday of the month a fly-in breakfast is con-

tinuing to be put on by the Casa Grande Masonic Lodge in 

the air-conditioned Terminal of the Casa Grande Airport. 

mailto:jtimm@azpilots.org
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Apparently, the upgrading of the lunch area has yet to meet inspection requirements. Hopefully it 

wonôt be too long before it can come online. 

When you fly to any of these venues, be sure to look for the Fly Arizona Passport Placard at the res-

taurant, and at the airport terminal, and scan the placard with your smart phone to get credit on the 

passport program for being there.  

 

Check with the APA Getaway Flights program and 

online calendar for fun weekend places to fly. 

http://www.apple.com/
https://www.aerialengagement.com/contact-us/
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Got great aviation photos that youôd like to share? 

newsletter@azpilots.org 

As an all-volunteer organization, APA relies on the generosity of our members and volunteers to 

accomplish our mission. To ensure that weôre communicating volunteer opportunities, we will begin 

publishing a Volunteer Opportunity summary in the newsletter going forward. 

Please take a look at the volunteer opportunities listed below and reach out to the APA point of 

contact for more details if you are interested in helping out.  

Thank you in advance for your participation!  

APA Volunteer Opportunities 

Opportunities APA Point of Contact 

APA Member Services 
Volunteers Needed! 

Mailing Donor Thank You Cards 
Mailing Membership Cards and a Welcome Letters 
Clothing Store Inventory and Shipping Orders 

{ǘŜŦŀƴƛŜ 
όǎǘŜŦϪŀȊǇƛƭƻǘǎΦƻǊƎύ 

Day Trips Volunteer 
Needed! 

Coordinating fly-in destinations or day trips 
Brian 

(brian@azpilots.org) 

Grapevine Monthly 
Camping Weekend 

Leanne 
(leanne@azpilots.org) 

February '23 
(Feb. 10 & 12) 

Mark & Stef Spencer 

March '23 
(Mar. 17 & 18) 

Bob & Barb 

April '23 
(Sept. 21 & 22) 

Jim Knapp & Stella McCray 

Windsock Maintenance 
Volunteers Needed! 

Buzzards Roost  
(Windsock Only) 

Complete 
Thanks Dave Lenz & Team! 

Pleasant Valley Young (24AZ) 
(Base, Pole & Windsock) 

In Work 
(pleasantvalley@azpilots.org) 

Vulture Mine 
(Windsock Only) 

Tommy Thomason 
(vulturemine@azpilots.org) 

Airstrip Maintenance 
Volunteers Needed! 

Red Creek 
(Fill Ruts etc. - Deferred to Fall '22) 

Tommy Thomason 
(redcreek@azpilots.org) 

Double Circle Ranch  
(Airstrip Shoulder Mowing - Help Needed!) 

In Work 
Thanks to Josh Leavitt  
and the Bryce Families! 
(doublecircle@azpilots.org) 

Forepaugh 
(General Strip Maintenance) 

Kit Murphy 
(forepaugh@azpilots.org) 

mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org
mailto:stef@azpilots.org
mailto:brian@azpilots.org
mailto:leanne@azpilots.org
mailto:pleasantvalley@azpilots.org
mailto:vulturemine@azpilots.org
mailto:redcreek@azpilots.org
mailto:doublecircle@azpilots.org
mailto:forepaugh@azpilots.org
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Transition Training 

 

The FAA and industry will conduct a public education cam-

paign emphasizing the best practices and benefits associated 

with Aircraft Transition Training. 

 

Outreach Month:  February 2023  

Topic: Transition Training 

DOWNLOADS: PowerPoint Presentation Slides... 

Prescott Regional Airport-Ernest A Love Field (PRC) is a medium sized, multi-use airport located 7 

miles northeast of the city of Prescott, Arizona. Prescott is a commercial service airport and is one 

of the nation's top 50-busiest airports 

due to intensive fixed wing and heli-

copter flight training. In addition, the 

airport supports recreational general 

aviation, corporate aviation, air cargo, 

military and U.S. Forest Service fixed 

wing and helicopter firefighting opera-

tions. This mix of pilot experience lev-

els and aircraft capabilities make 

Prescott a challenge for controllers 

and pilots alike. This video prepares 

pilots for hot spots, challenges and 

runway configuration details at PRC. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WPbqla6oSS8 

https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/2018-june-transition-training
https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/2018-june-transition-training
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WPbqla6oSS8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WPbqla6oSS8
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By Trent Heidtke  

 

 

As we head into February the Arizona Airport Passport 

Program (AZAPP) continues to see more and more users 

each passing day.  We are sneaking up on 100 total users 

right now.  We also are continuing to confirm more and 

more participating airport and business placard locations.   

Throughout January we concentrated on getting the muse-

ums on board and are still working those as we speak.  

We also had help in the field from AZAPP ambassadors physically putting up placards in lesser used 

locations.  A big hats-off and thank you to all the participants who have helped with placard place-

ment, photos, and feedback this last month.  One more big ask is that if anyone has a good relation-

ship with Signature in Laughlin, please let us know if you can help us get a placard posted at that 

location.  They have thus far been unresponsive.   

For now, just be aware that we are still working to get specific definition on a few placard placements 

as not everyone participating has sent us that yet.  Your patience while we work through the infor-

mation gaps is appreciated.  

Remember, if you have used the app and have feedback, feel free to contact Trent Heidtke at 

trent@azpilots.org.  We appreciate anything in the way of comments so that we can make the pro-

gram better along the way.  We are set to have a meeting with Embry Riddle the first week of Febru-

ary to kick of Phase 2 enhancements to the application so stay tuned for those late spring.  ERAU 

has been great to work with on the application and it is a win for the students as they get semester 

credits for the work as well.  A big thank you to Embry Riddle for all their help on this program! 

Tɼˏnʠ 

~  Arizona Airport Passport Program  ~ 

PhotosHappen.com 

Air-to-Air Photography 

Member: WPA, AOPA, EAA, Cascade Warbirds, 

APA, Red Star Pilots Association 

Karyn F. King 

PhotosHappen@aol.com 

(206) 795-2796 

Featured  

mailto:trent@azpilots.org?subject=AZAPP
https://www.photoshappen.com/
https://www.photoshappen.com/
mailto:PhotosHappen@aol.com
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by Chris Nugent 

 

January was a busy month for the Scholarship Committee. Thanks to your support we were able to 

award a total of 13 of scholarships for the 2023 academic year ï a record for our program. Weôve 

been busy working with the colleges and flight schools our recipients are attending to ensure their 

scholarship funding is in place for their spring semester and flight training. Although itôs a little bit of 

work, itôs rewarding to see our scholarship program at work.  

Iôm also excited to share the news that one of our newsletter sponsors, Aerial Engagement, has pro-

vided two simulator facility memberships to APA to use as scholarships for students. Aerial Engage-

ment, located adjacent to the Scottsdale airport, is a flight simulator venue that provides simulators 

for aviation discovery and flight training. They offer both steam gauge and glass cockpit simulators 

which allow students and CFIôs to conduct training and log hours for both primary and instrument 

training, as examples.  

In this monthôs Scholarship Corner, weôll introduce some of our 2023 scholarship recipients and get 

into a little more detail on the Aerial Engagement scholarships. 

 

2023 Scholarship Recipients 

Xitlali Vazquez ï Arizona Flight Training Center 

Growing up I was always fascinated by aviation from visiting local avi-

ation museums to attending airshows, I knew I wanted to become a 

pilot. As I grew older, I became more involved with aviation and began 

to work with the Civil Air Patrol to continue learning about aerospace. 

As I continue to further my education, I aspire to attend the United 

States Air Force and serve as a military aviator. Additionally, I hope to 

work in the aviation business sector and further diversify the aviation 

industry. This scholarship will not only give me the opportunity to con-

tinue my training and expose myself to the aviation industry but also 

inspire others to work toward their goals. Being the first in my family to 

go on to pursue a career in aviation is challenging, but it is opportuni-

ties like these that continue to motivate me to aim high. Thank you to 

all the members, the Board of Directors, and the scholarship commit-

tee at the Arizona Pilots Association for this scholarship opportunity! 

 

Aevyn Peirce ï West-MEC Glendale 

Currently, I am in the aviation maintenance program at West-MEC, working toward my A&P license. 

I have always been fascinated with aircraft and the aerodynamics of them since I can remember go-

ing on my first orientation flight. I continued to pursue an aviation career when I joined the Civil Air 

~  APA Scholarship Program  ~ 
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Patrol (CAP). I am the Cadet Commander and Leadership Officer 

for the 388th squadron based in Glendale. The experience has been 

incredibly rewarding. I have learned a lot from retired and active du-

ty members of the Air Force, aviators, and have worked alongside 

others sharing the same passion.  

My dreams of one day flying and becoming a pilot is becoming more 

of a reality for me as I continue my education in aviation. I'm current-

ly training to become a mission scanner for CAP and will attend 

ground school in the next coming weeks. Following ground school, 

as my preferred flight school, I am looking forward to flying with Fly 

Eagle Sport and obtaining my PPL through them.  

Upon graduation from West-Mec, I intend to work for a private com-

pany so I can gain more experience and do what I love, which is being around and working on air-

craft. Ultimately, I would like to continue working for Discount Tire Co. and transition into their avia-

tion department in Scottsdale, as an IA. Having the opportunity to receive the 2023 APA scholarship 

is both an honor and a privilege, and I am truly excited to the possibilities that lie ahead in the future. 

Having received this scholarship, it has helped me immensely towards the tuition of my next semes-

ter and has allowed me to pursue my goals as a mechanic and pilot without having to worry about 

financial burdens. I want to thank all the donors who have supported me and the future generations 

going into the aviation industry, it means a lot! 

 

Nick Vatis - Chandler-Gilbert Community College/University of North Dakota 

Hello, my name is Nick Vatis, currently a commercial flight 

student with the University of North Dakota. I am extremely 

grateful to have been selected to receive this generous 

scholarship, and for the Arizona Pilots Associationôs unwa-

vering support to this community. After graduating from the 

East Valley Institute of Technology as the 2022 Student of 

the Year, I have continued my flight training with the Uni-

versity of North Dakota. 

In 2018, I began my flight training career flying gliders 

when I was 14 years old. On my 16th and 17th birthdays, I 

earned my private pilot certificate for gliders and airplanes, 

respectively. When I flew in a glider for the very first time, I 

immediately knew that I wanted to become a professional 

pilot. Since then, I have been working towards my goal of 

becoming a professional airline pilot by the age of 21. Dur-

ing my time at EVIT, I was able to expand my own 

knowledge, as well as mentor peers around me. Going 

through EVITôs program allowed me to not only develop my aviation knowledge, but it also has 

helped me lead in the classroom. Being around people with a common interest in aviation has really 

motivated me to lead others in this industry. 

I have met many amazing individuals in this community and am excited to meet many more as I con-
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tinue my journey. I am tremendously grateful for the support from the EVIT Program, UND Faculty, 

my parents, and the Arizona Pilots Association for helping me along my journey.  

 

Aerial Engagement Simulator Scholarships 

As I mentioned at the beginning of this article, we were very 

fortunate to receive two ñUnlimited Flight Clubò from Aerial 

Engagement to use as APA scholarships. These will allow a 

student unlimited use of their facility and simulators until they 

pass their checkride. This a really great benefit for student 

pilots and will allow them to log hours toward their ratings 

without the expense of renting an airplane. Students pursuing 

a PPL can log up to 2.5 hours and those seeking an Instru-

ment rating can log up to 20 hours of dual instruction using a 

certified simulator. 

We selected two of our highly ranked applicants that did not receive full scholarships for the Aerial 

Engagement memberships ï Luke Ference and Roque Pimental.  

Luke is currently completing his instrument rating at Red Rock flight school at Falcon Field and will 

move right into his commercial rating after passing his instrument checkride. Roque Pimental is an 

EVIT student that is currently taking flight training at Falcon Aviation Services for his PPL. Both 

Roque and Luke have airline career objectives. 

We had the opportunity to meet with the Aerial Engagement team to get Luke and Roque set up for 

their memberships. They have a great facility and Frank Lopez, Aerial Engagement Director of Flight 

Frank Gomez, Aerial Engagement, with Roque Pimental and Luke Ference 
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C˓ˠiʟ 

ISO 2-4 Place Backcountry Airplane 

Looking to buy a 2-4 place airplane 

for backcountry work. 

Call: Bob at (602) 228-9145 

Email: bob@flightskills.com  

ISO Partnership Tucson Area 

Looking for a Partnership in Columbia/Cirrus 

Contact: Michael Hutchinson 

(831) 776-2210 

Email: hutchinson93922@gmail.com  

Operations, gave us a great tour and took the opportunity to put Roque and Luke through their paces 

on one of their Cessna 172 simulators. Frank is an experienced CFI, including gliders, and gave 

them an instrument departure with engine failure (remember heôs a glider instructor) to test them a 

little. Both Roque and Luke handled it well and managed to get the airplane back to the airport for 

nice landings ï I was impressed! 

Frank Gomez putting Roque through his paces on the Cessna 172 simulator 

Weôre very excited about being able to offer these Aerial Engagement memberships to deserving 

students. Aerial Engagement also offers a great opportunity for the pilot community to complete 

things like Instrument Proficiency Checks, glass cockpit transition and general brushing up in a com-

fortable, state of the art facility. Check them out at www.aerialengagement.com  

Our thanks to Fairfax OôRiley, Mark Lambert, Frank Gomez, and the entire Aerial Engagement team. 

More to come next month and thank you again for your support in helping APA build the next gener-

ation of Arizona aviation professionals.  

mailto:bob@flightskills.com
mailto:hutchinson93922@gmail.com
http://www.aerialengagement.com
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Your fine article on the Grand Gulch Mine (GGM) brought back some great memories of GGM. 

In 2009 our flight of two planes was enroute to some backcountry strips in Utah and on the way we 

noticed the GGM airstrips. We descended to take a closer look and after a couple of low passes we 

decided to land.   

It was a terrific weekend of exploring the site. Wildflowers were in full bloom and we only took pho-

tos and left footprints.  BTW we cancelled the Utah trip since it was such an adventure at GGM. 

I did some research after returning to my home base, Santa Paula (KSZP) and was amazed about 

the history of GGM. 

I'm attaching a couple of historical documents about the GGM that you may be interested in read-

ing. I found one document at https://wchsutah.org/mining/grand-gulch-mine.php and the other docu-

ment at  

THE GRAND GULCH MINING REGION, MOHAVE COUNTY, https://pubs.usgs.gov ü bul ü report. 

Also here is a link to an 'early resolution' video of the weekend taken with cell phones.   

https://vimeo.com/171347960 

Again, thanks for your trip report! 

Rich Finkle 

a9a.9w ±L59h{ 

https://vimeo.com/171347960 

https://wchsutah.org/mining/grand-gulch-mine.php
https://pubs.usgs.gov/bul/0580d/report.pdf
https://vimeo.com/171347960
https://vimeo.com/171347960
https://vimeo.com/171347960
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By Rod Kunkel 

 

Hi!  My name is Rod Kunkel.  Iôve been a member of 

the AZ Pilots Association for about 5 years.  My wife 

Jackie and I own a Cessna 182 based at Falcon 

Field (Jackie flies with me on days that I can guar-

antee no turbulence and smooth landings).  My typi-

cal flights are within an hour or two for breakfast or 

lunch, but I really enjoy day/weekend trips to inter-

esting locations in and near Arizona.  Soé 

I volunteered to coordinate weekend getaways for 

our group!  My intent is to coordinate a variety of 

trips (some day trips, some overnights) to interesting locations within a couple hours flying time of 

Phoenix.  My goal is roughly one per month or so.  I also plan to write de-briefs after each trip to in-

clude in our monthly newsletter. 

Hereôs a list of places I have in mind for potential getaways.  I would appreciate input if thereôs ones 

you particularly like, or if you have ideas for other getaways not listed here.  You can provide feed-

back to weekendgetaways@azpilots.org. 

 

Potential Day Trips 

Pinal Air Park (MZJ):  Tour of facilities, large aircraft in various states of repair, storage, salvage. 

Yuma Territorial Prison (NYL):  Historical museum, prison dates to pre-Arizona statehood. 

Pima Air and Space Museum (TUS):  One of the best aviation museums in the country. 

Fort Huachuca (FHU):  I honestly donôt know that much about this, but know you can tour the fa-

cility. 

Lowell Observatory (FLG):  Observatory (where Pluto was discovered!) on hill near downtown 

Flagstaff. 

 

Potential Weekend Trips 

Palm Springs Tramway (PSP):  Take tramway to top of 

mountain ridge.  Maybe some hiking in the Mount San 

Jacinto area.  Also lots of shops, restaurants, and hotels 

in town. 

Grand Canyon (GCN):  Spend a good amount of time star-

ing into / across the canyon.  Maybe some hiking along 

the Rim trail or part-way down Bright Angel trail. 

Weekend Getaways 

mailto:weekendgetaways@azpilots.org
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ISO Cirrus for Rent 

Contact: Kay 

(602) 820-6286  

Email: kacorbin 

@post.harvard.edu 

Eliminate Batteries 

in ANR Headset 

Price: $35.00 

Jake McKernan 

Email: jake,mc 

kernan@cox.com  

Roʋ 

Glen Canyon / Antelope Canyon (PGA):  Tour Glen Canyon Dam.  Hike into Antelope Canyon (or 

another slot canyon).  Several restaurants and hotels in Page. 

Bisbee / Queen Mine (P04):  Tour historic Queen Mine.  Lots of shops, restaurants, and hotels in 

Bisbee. 

 

Thanks in advance for your input! 

http://www.arizonasportplanerepair.com/
mailto:kacorbin@post.harvard.edu
mailto:kacorbin@post.harvard.edu
mailto:jake.mckernan@cox.net
mailto:jake.mckernan@cox.net
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Short Final  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !t!Φ 

By Howard Deevers  

 

Learning to fly has many challenges in both skills and book learning. 

One of the many tasks that we are expected to master is talking on the 

radio. We must learn how to communicate with Air Traffic Control at air-

ports and along the route with the Center controllers. On your first les-

son, the instructor handles all communication on the radio. The already 

task saturated student could hardly be expected to understand the ex-

change of information coming over the radios.  

As flying lessons progress, your instructor will start coaching you on 

what to say on the radio. Although we communicate on telephones and cell phones every day with-

out hesitation, the one difference is that there is NO push to talk switch on cell phones. For some 

reason that PTT button on our control, or on the microphone if using a handheld mike, becomes a 

major roadblock to talking. Another difference is on the phone (cell phone) we are just speaking to 

one person at a time, usually. On the radio we are tuned to a frequency that may be in use by many 

airplanes and controllers at the same time. When we press that button to speak on the radio, we are 

not just talking to a controller, but every other airplane on that frequency will hear what we say as 

well, which can be intimidating.  

Over time, you will learn what to say and when to say it. It takes some time to learn these lessons, 

just as learning how to land an airplane takes some time. You also learn that when you are flying 

and in contact with ATC that you need to listen for your call sign, 

so you know the instructions are for you. A lot of us do miss those 

calls because we are not aware that the communication was for 

us. When you are in a busy area, such as a Class B or Class C 

area, there can be more conversation on the radio than on cross 

country trips. In those busy areas, it is much more important to 

listen for your call sign. With other planes having similar sounding 

call signs, things can get even more confusing. 

Few students are introduced to the Pilot/Controller Glossary dur-

ing basic training. The Aeronautical Information Manual (AIM) 

contains a lot of information on communication, and there are al-

so some good books written about Air Traffic Communications, 

which give you the formality of communicating on the radio with 

ATC. The problem is, these are not required reading during train-

ing, and you will get very little testing on communications during a 

Check Ride.  

What Did You Say? 


























