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Presidentôs Report  

Greetings, 

We enjoyed meeting many of our members at the annual meeting 

on May 13th in Scottsdale. We met several scholarship winners 

and we got to hear what your APA is doing at the legislative level, 

for backcountry strips, recreation, and preparing for the future. 

While the acoustics weren't fantastic, we appreciate the oppor-

tunity to share and to hear from membership. 

Our FlyAZ Passport app is proving to be wildly popular. A recent 

update allowed a couple of key features, including the ability to 

reset passwords from the app. We appreciate your patience as 

an unexpected "feature" to perform the initial reset does require a 

bit of manual work on the backend of the app from our side. If you 

are experiencing any reset or login issues, please send a quick 

email with your username to flyazpassport@azpilots.org and we'll 

get you back on track. 

I'd like to thank Tommy Thomason and Kit Murphy for arranging the venue and handling many of the 

logistics challenges needed to pull something like this off. Thanks also to Chris Nugent and Rick 

Bosshardt for handling the meeting sponsors and the breakfast items. Lastly, I'd like to thank the 

many donors for the excellent door prizes and to our sponsors for their incredible support. APA is 

volunteer led and volunteer run - thank you to every member who has helped us become THE voice 

of general aviation in Arizona. We couldn't do it without you!  

Blue Skies, 

Bˠiˉʘ 

mailto:flyazpassport@azpilots.org


 о 

 

https://bit.ly/3Kcwkxk


 п 

 

Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð June 2023 

 
 

Well, the full swing of spring is here, and itôs almost summer with 

its really high temps. So far, flying out for the Saturday morning 

breakfast has been great with cool smooth flights going. Howev-

er, coming home, if we are a bit slow getting under way, the re-

turn flight can get a bit bumpy, even if the temps arenôt too bad. 

It seems that most aviation activities have started slowing 

down, and some of the fly-in breakfasts have stopped for the 

season. I guess we will have to start considering the higher lo-

cations like Payson. 

Now that the hot weather is beginning, please be aware of the degraded performance that we will 

be experiencing from both the powerplant (engine & propeller) and from the airplane. I suspect pi-

lot performance may also be a bit reduced when hot. When you fly into the higher elevation air-

ports this summer, please be very aware of the density altitude of the airport you will be departing 

from. Consult the aircraft POH and heed the information. If necessary, depart in the cooler evening 

or early morning. Donôt become an entry in the monthly accident report.  

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

 

FAA 

For those who have older, or vintage (prior to 1980) aircraft, maintaining and modernizing them is 

becoming difficult and costly. To ease the problem, owners have recently been able to install revo-

lutionary electronic flight instrument systems and autopilot systems through STC programs in 2016 

- 17, thus providing more affordable and improved cockpit technology. To address the maintainabil-

ity issue, using entirely existing policy, the FAA has initiated a new program called ñVintage Aircraft 

Replacement and Modification Article,ò or VARMA. VARMA uses several ACs and other policies to 

allow an ordinary A&P mechanic to evaluate the suitability of off-the-shelf parts for substitution into 

ñVintageò aircraft, by verifying that the substituted 

parts match the ñfit, form, and functionò of the origi-

nal part. The part would have to meet AC 43-18ôs 

definition of a ñcriticality level threeò part. Level 

three parts are those that would pose no risk to the 

safe completion of the flight. While many off-the-

shelf parts would be eligible under the VARMA pro-

gram, critical flight control components would 

not be approved. The VARMA parts would still 

have to be installed using an FAA Form 337. 

The FAA Aircraft Registry is now offering limited 
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online aircraft registration services 

at cares.faa.gov . Aircraft owners can now complete 

self-guided aircraft registration applications, upload 

legal, and supplemental documents, receive auto-

generated notifications, request aircraft registration 

N- numbers, use modernized online payment op-

tions, receive instant notification of payment, and 

digitally sign Aircraft Registration Applications. 

Online services will be continuously improved to in-

clude corporations, LLCs, partnerships, and non-

citizen trusts. 

NOTE: Remember, the aircraft owner is responsible 

for the aircraftôs compliance with all applicable Airworthiness Directives, ADs. When a mechanic 

signs the aircraftôs logbook for an inspection, they certify that the aircraft complies with all applicable 

ADs, and the logbook should include a list of these ADs. Therefore, knowing how to capture all appli-

cable ADs is critical. Airworthiness Directives can be obtained from the FAA Dynamic Regulatory 

System (DRS). The web site is: drs.faa.gov  

 

AIRSPACE 

Once again, Iôm not aware of any airspace changes or FAA regulation changes, or proposals for 

changes that would impact your flying activities. Letôs just hope this status quo will continue. 

The FAA has informed us that numerous airports have announced that their ATC tower hours of op-

eration are often being adjusted because of staffing issues. Always check NOTAMS for the latest 

hours of operation as they may have been adjusted from those published. 

Mesa Falcon Field has advised that contract bids are being solicited for the construction of a new 

ATC Tower. The new tower will be located immediately east of the present tower.  

The USAF Luke RAPCON has been attempting to get the Aux Field 1 ILS equipment restored, how-

ever the restoration efforts have been unsuccessful due to repeated vandalism. Efforts are being ex-

plored to control the problem, and itôs unknown if/when it will be available for use. Ideas anyone??? 

Another practice ILS in the valley is much needed.  

 

SAFETY 

The number of pilot deviations that were recorded 

this past reporting period are still rather high. I just 

donôt understand why pilots commit the deviations 

that they do. Based on the number and type of devi-

ations occurring, one would think the accident rate 

would be even higher than it is. I wish pilots would 

just listen more carefully to ATC instructions, and 

then adhere to them. If you canôt com-

ply, immediately tell them why you canôt comply. 

http://cares.faa.gov/
http://drs.faa.gov/
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When flying in controlled airspace, pilots shouldnôt get creative, but tell 

ATC first before they do something that differs from the instructions giv-

en. Always be aware of what type of airspace you are flying in, or what 

you may be about to enter, and always know what will be expected of 

you. Always fly with care and forethought, and donôt commit a deviation. 

In summary, the general aviation deviations this reporting period are: 

5 IFR Deviations 3 Brashers 

1 Class Bravo Deviation 1 Brasher 

5 Class Delta Airspace Deviations 4 Brashers 

2 ATC Instructions 1 Brasher 

4 Runway Incursions No Brashers 

For the details of these deviations see my Pilot Deviations Report locat-

ed elsewhere in this newsletter. 

In this past reporting period general aviation safety has not been very good because of the number 

of aircraft accidents and incidents that had been reported. While the accident numbers are high 

there is a positive side to the report because none of the accidents resulted in a fatality.  

For the details of these accidents and incidents see my Accident/Incident Summary Report located 

elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Members, please continue to send accident information to jtimm@azpilots.org with the 

date, location, aircraft make, and type, if anyone got hurt, and with as much detail as possible. 

Thank You. 

In this past reporting period, the FAA did report two Near Mid Air Collisions (NMACôs). The details of 

these NMACôs are contained in the Pilot Deviation Report under ATC INSTRUCTIONS, dated April 

13 to May 11, 2023. 

 

CONSTRUCTION 

At Phoenix Deer Valley Airport (DVT) the PAPIs for RWY 7L/25R have been upgraded and are now 

operational. The PAPIs for RWY 7R/25L will be upgraded soon, but a date has not yet been set. 

At Gateway Airport (IWA) RWY12C/30C is now open, 

however the ILS 30C IAP will not be available until it can 

get flight checked. A date for the flight check was not 

available. 

It seems like most of the airports around the state are 

having construction or repair projects underway or 

planned. Unfortunately, we donôt have specific details of 

all these projects, but we certainly suggest that you al-

ways check for NOTAMS at your destination airport so 

you donôt have a surprise when you arrive.  

APA is always working with airports around the state as-

sisting with the updating of their Airport Master Plans by 

mailto:jtimm@azpilots.org
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Got great aviation photos 

that youôd like to share? 

newsletter@azpilots.org 

J˔ʗ 

providing the pilot and aircraft ownerôs perspective 

in the process.  

 

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO FLY FOR BREAK-

FAST: 

The fly-in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport 

(P08) was on the first Saturday of the month but has 

ceased until fall. 

On the second Saturday of the month, consider fly-

ing down to Ryan Field (RYN) near Tucson for 

breakfast or lunch at Ritchieôs Restaurant. They are 

open daily from 6 am to 2 pm to serve you. 

The Falcon Field Warbirds Squadron had a fly-in breakfast on the third weekend of the month but 

has ceased until October. 

Grapevine is open full time, but the third Saturday camping and cookouts have ceased until fall. 

On the last Saturday of the month a fly-in breakfast is continuing to be put on by the Casa Grande 

Masonic Lodge in the air-conditioned Terminal of the Casa Grande Airport.  

When you fly to any of these venues, be sure to look for the Fly Arizona Passport Placard at the res-

taurant, or at the airport terminal. Scan the placard with your smart phone to get credit on the pass-

port program for being there.  

 

Check with the APA Getaway Flights 

program and online calendar for fun 

weekend places to fly.  

Sling TSI empennage kit 

Contact: Carry 

tonrayb@gmail.com  

mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org
https://www.thepilotclinic.com/
mailto:tonrayb@gmail.com
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DƭŜƴƴ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ς !ƛǊǇƭŀƴŜ ϧ IŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ /CL 
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mailto:arizonaskiesaviation@gmail.com
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Hangar for Rent Glendale Airport 

Contact: Michael Haubrich 

(262) 672-1956 

Email: skyboundaz@gmail.com  

1956 Cessna Straight-Tail 182 

Contact: Ron Orozco 

(520) 609-5026 

Email: ronorozco@energiatotal.com  

As an all-volunteer organization, APA relies on the generosity of our members and volunteers to 

accomplish our mission. To ensure that weôre communicating volunteer opportunities, we will begin 

publishing a Volunteer Opportunity summary in the newsletter going forward. 

Please take a look at the volunteer opportunities listed below and reach out to the APA point of 

contact for more details if you are interested in helping out.  

Thank you in advance for your participation!  

APA Volunteer Opportunities 

Opportunities APA Point of Contact 

APA Member Services 
Volunteers Needed! 

Mailing Donor Thank You Cards 
Mailing Membership Cards and a Welcome Letters 
Clothing Store Inventory and Shipping Orders 

{ǘŜŦŀƴƛŜ 
όǎǘŜŦϪŀȊǇƛƭƻǘǎΦƻǊƎύ 

Day Trips Volunteer 
Needed! 

Coordinating fly-in destinations or day trips 
Brian 

(brian@azpilots.org) 

Grapevine Monthly 
Camping Weekend 

Leanne 
(leanne@azpilots.org) 

April '23 
(Apr. 14 & 15) 

Jim Knapp & Stella McCray 

Windsock Maintenance 
Volunteers Needed! 

Buzzards Roost  
(Windsock Only) 

Complete 
Thanks Dave Lenz & Team! 

Pleasant Valley Young (24AZ) 
(Base, Pole & Windsock) 

In Work 
(pleasantvalley@azpilots.org) 

Vulture Mine 
(pretty bad shape needs a drag) 

Tommy Thomason 
(vulturemine@azpilots.org) 

Airstrip Maintenance 
Volunteers Needed! 

Red Creek 
(OK shape needs east end rock walls) 

Tommy Thomason 
(redcreek@azpilots.org) 

Double Circle Ranch  
(Airstrip Shoulder Mowing - Help Needed!) 

In Work 
Thanks to Josh Leavitt  
and the Bryce Families! 
(doublecircle@azpilots.org) 

Forepaugh 
(General Strip Maintenance) 

Kit Murphy 
(forepaugh@azpilots.org) 

mailto:skyboundaz@gmail.com
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com
mailto:stef@azpilots.org
mailto:brian@azpilots.org
mailto:leanne@azpilots.org
mailto:pleasantvalley@azpilots.org
mailto:vulturemine@azpilots.org
mailto:redcreek@azpilots.org
mailto:doublecircle@azpilots.org
mailto:forepaugh@azpilots.org
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Regulatory Roadblock Reduction 

 

The GAJSC believes the FAA must find ways to help reduce the cost 

to install safety enhancing technology as the installation may have 

minimal risk but can offer substantial safety benefit.  

Outreach Month:  June 2023  

Topic: Regulatory Roadblock Reduction 

DOWNLOADS: 

 PowerPoint Presentation Slides... 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wgA2RXUwaxo 

Arrival Alert Notice: To address 

wrong surface events where an air-

craft lines up to, lands on, or de-

parts from the incorrect runway, tax-

iway, or airport, the FAA released 

Arrival Alert Notices in the May 19, 

2022 charting cycle for several air-

ports with a history of misalignment 

risk. Arrival Alert Notices provide a 

graphic visually depicting the ap-

proach to a particular airport with a 

history of misalignment risk. There 

is also language describing the mis-

alignment risk area.   

https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/june-2023-regulatory-roadblock-reduction
https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/june-2023-regulatory-roadblock-reduction
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wgA2RXUwaxo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wgA2RXUwaxo


 мм 

 

by Rod Kunkel 

 

Our second weekend getaway of 2023 is behind us! Six of us spent 

Memorial Day weekend in Willcox. The weather was beautiful, with sun-

ny skies. Temperatures reached about 90F each afternoon and 

dropped to about 60F each evening. 

Everyone arrived at Cochise County Airport Friday morning. We then 

headed to nearby Inde Motorsports where we toured the extensive fa-

cility, each got a ñhot lapò around the racetrack in a Porsche Cayman S, 

and finished with a delicious lunch. We then checked into our accom-

modations for the weekend at Rhumb Line Vineyard and Lavender 

Farm. Our rooms were a modern take on Quonset huts, but very well-

equipped and comfortable for our 3-night stay. Friday night we took a tour of Tirrito Farm, which is a 

local farmstead featuring a dairy, orchard, craft brewery, restaurant, event center, lodging, paintball, 

glamping (coming soon) é ñLots going on thereò as one person noted. 

Saturday morning, we hiked to Fort Bowie which dates back to the Apache wars of the late 1800s. 

Very interesting history and ruins in the mountains southeast of Willcox. Saturday afternoon was 

spent wine tasting at a couple of venues, including one unique location (Yaqui Hideout) that was a 

former drug lord's compound seized by the government in the 1990s. Saturday was capped off by a 

hearty meal at Isabelôs South of the Border restaurant. 

Willcox Wine Country Getaway 

May 26 to 29, Memorial Day Weekend 

Featured  
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Sunday was another day of hiking and wine tasting. In the 

morning, we hiked in the Chiricahua National Monument. 

The higher elevation provided some cooler weather and 

views of hoodoos and other spectacular rock formations. 

Sunday afternoon was another vineyard (Coronado). Sunday 

night, my friends Sam and Dorothy hosted a wine pairing 

dinner at their bed and breakfast in Dos Cabezas. Sam 

cooked a hearty meal consisting of shrimp skewers, jerk 

chicken, Mexican corn, and apple tart. Each course was 

paired with a wine from Laramita Cellars, whose owner 

(Greg Gonnerman) poured for the group, often along with an 

interesting story. 

 

Upcoming Weekend Getaways 

Our next getaway with be at the Sprucedale Guest Ranch 

from September 6-9. Details are in the May newsletter. The 

deadline for sign-ups is June 15. 
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ISO Cirrus for Rent 

Contact: Kay 

(602) 820-6286  

Email: kacorbin 

@post.harvard.edu 

Eliminate Batteries 

in ANR Headset 

Price: $35.00 

Jake McKernan 

Email: jake,mc 

kernan@cox.com  

CFII Accepting New Students 

Contact: Patrick Williams 

(480) 737-5999 

Email: pwilliamsaz@gmail.com  

DAR-T Available for Field         

Approvals, Ferry Permits, & More 

Contact: Steve Huff 

Email: learaviator@yahoo.com  

I am also in the early planning stages for a cou-

ple more getaways later in the year. Tentative 

destinations: 

Sun Valley / Laughlin (dinner cruise, Oatman, 

BBQ, casino show). Tentative dates are Octo-

ber 27-29. 

Douglas (Gadsden Hotel, speakeasy experi-

ence, Coronado National Memorial, Bisbee, 

wine tasting). Dates TBD. 

 

If you have any questions or suggestions for fu-

ture getaways, please contact me at  

getaways@azpilots.org.  

http://www.arizonasportplanerepair.com/
mailto:kacorbin@post.harvard.edu
mailto:kacorbin@post.harvard.edu
mailto:jake.mckernan@cox.net
mailto:jake.mckernan@cox.net
mailto:pwilliamsaz@gmail.com
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com
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by Chris Nugent 

 

Some of you may have noticed a NOTAM for Superior Municipal Airport (E81) indicating that the air-

port was closed for glider training operations. It turns out that Fairfax OôRiley and the team at Aerial 

Engagement in Scottsdale have formed a sister company, Superior Soaring, to bring glider opera-

tions to E81. While the objective is to bring a commercial glider operation to the area, they will also 

work to bring educational programs to Superior to introduce students to the world of aviation through 

their non-profit partner Fledgling Youth. 

The Superior Soaring operation will be slightly different in that 

they will use winch tow techniques to launch gliders. This type of 

glider launch method is very common in Europe versus the aero-

tow launch that is used here in the States. They have acquired a 

brand-new Skylaunch winch from the UK and several Schweizer 

gliders, including two SGS 2-33 trainers, for use in their opera-

tion. The 2-33ôs have been restored by K&L Soaring and they 

are immaculate!  

I had a chance to visit E81 while the team from Superior 

Soaring were doing their winch operation training and area 

familiarization with the 2-33ôs. While E81 can be a bit of a 

challenge in terms of the local terrain, the runway offers a 

great location for glider operations. Frank Gomez, Chief 

Instructor for Superior Soaring, was kind enough to take 

me for a ride in a 2-33 while I was there ï my first winch 

tow experience. Itôs quite a ride compared to an aero tow 

launch! You can see some launch videos on the Town of 

Superior Facebook page. 

The town of Superior has been very supportive 

and is working with Superior Soaring on long term 

plans to put a hangar and other infrastructure at 

the airport to support the operation. However, it 

will be some time before these plans can be final-

ized as the airport will need to have access to wa-

ter for fire suppression. An option is to tap into a 

water pipeline project planned for the nearby 

Boyce Thompson Arboretum planned for comple-

tion in 2024. 

In the meantime, Superior Soaring is in the pro-

cess of finalizing plans and schedules for operat-

ing at Superior. So, if you if you have a glider rat-

New Operations at Superior Municipal 

Schweizer SGS 2-33A 

Skylaunch Glider Winch 

Frank Gomez (Superior Soaring) and 

Chuck Schroll (Tucson Soaring Club) 

https://fb.watch/k-h06WEYlK/
https://fb.watch/k-h06WEYlK/
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ISO 2-4 Place Backcountry Airplane 

Looking to buy a 2-4 place airplane 

for backcountry work. 

Call: Bob at (602) 228-9145 

Email: bob@flightskills.com  

ISO Partnership Tucson Area 

Looking for a Partnership in Columbia/Cirrus 

Contact: Michael Hutchinson 

(831) 776-2210 

Email: hutchinson93922@gmail.com  

Got interesting aviation videos that you wish to share? 

Please share only your own videos, keep them related to an aviation topic 

of some kind, and please keep them to no more than 5-6 minutes long. A 

short paragraph of explanation would be great, but not necessary. 

rick@azpilots.org 

C˓ˠiʟ 

ing or are interested in getting a glider add-on keep an eye on the APA Facebook page and newslet-

ter for updates! 

One final note, please be sure to check the NOTAMS for E81 if you are planning to use the air-

port or do any flying in the Superior area to avoid potential conflicts with glider operations. 

mailto:bob@flightskills.com
mailto:hutchinson93922@gmail.com
mailto:rick@azpilots.org
https://www.aerialengagement.com/contact-us/
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Sprucedale Guest Ranch 

Alpine, AZ 

September 6 - 9, 2023 

 

This will not be your typical 

weekend getaway. We are 

headed to the Sprucedale 

Guest Ranch in the heart of the 

White Mountains in eastern AZ. 

A couple of our members re-

cently visited the ranch, estab-

lishing a relationship that made 

this event possible. This will be 

a drive-in event for most of us (about a 5-hour drive 

from the Phoenix area). There is an airstrip (open 

meadow, not maintained) which is suitable only for 

properly-equipped planes and highly-experienced 

backcountry pilots. If interested in flying to this 

event, please contact me for further information in-

cluding the requirements for flying in. 

The Sprucedale Guest Ranch is a family-owned, 

working ranch that provides all the ingredients for 

good old-fashioned fun (rustic cabins, family-style 

meals, horseback riding, ranch activities, million-

star skies). 

A typical day includes: 

¶ Hearty/Healthy breakfast 

¶ Morning trail ride (optional) 

¶ Yummy lunch 

¶ Afternoon trail ride (optional) 

¶ Delicious dinner 

¶ Ranch activities (bonfires, games, dancing, 

hayrides) 

Even if you are not interested in the optional horse-

back rides, there are plenty of activities around the 

BACKCOUNTRY WEEKEND GETAWAY 
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ranch to fill your day. And you can always sit back, 

sip an adult beverage (BYOB), and read a book if 

the activities arenôt your style. 

The game plan is to arrive on Wednesday 9/6 by 

early afternoon. Check in time is 2:00PM. Weôll stay 

3 nights, departing Saturday 9/9 by 10:00AM. 

Check out their website for much more information 

about the ranch and what it has to offer: 

https://sprucedaleranch.com 

The cost is $155 per night for single occupancy 

and $300 per night for double occupancy. That 

includes lodging, all meals, and ranch activities. It 

does not include the cost of optional horseback 

rides, which are $40 per ride. Sprucedale will re-

quire a $100 deposit to hold your cabin. Registra-

tion deadline is Thursday, June 15. 

If interested, please contact Tiffany Willis @ 

Sprucedale Guest Ranch directly. Tiffanyôs email 

address is sprucedale@sprucedaleranch.com. Tiffa-

nyôs phone number is (928) 333-4984. You can pay 

Sprucedale directly. Sprucedale will charge a $50 

cancelation fee if you cancel for non-weather rea-

sons and request a refund. Regardless of the rea-

son for cancelation, you can avoid the $50 cancela-

tion fee by rescheduling a stay within 2 years. 

Also, please let me know if you are coming, especially if youôd like more information about 

flying to this event.  

PhotosHappen.com 

Air-to-Air Photography 

Member: WPA, AOPA, EAA, Cascade Warbirds, 

APA, Red Star Pilots Association 

Karyn F. King 

PhotosHappen@aol.com 

(206) 795-2796 

https://sprucedaleranch.com
mailto:sprucedale@sprucedaleranch.com?subject=AZ%20Pilots%20Getaway
https://www.photoshappen.com/
https://www.photoshappen.com/
mailto:PhotosHappen@aol.com
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by Chris Nugent 

 

In this monthôs Scholarship Corner article, we will wrap up our introduction of the 2023 scholarship 

recipients. Itôs hard to believe that itôs June already and weôre fast approaching another APA Schol-

arship cycle! 

 

Benjamin OôHara Hayworth 

Eventually, I hope to become a Wildlife Manager with Arizona Game and Fish. I feel that Arizona 

Game and Fish does a fantastic job of managing our precious water, land, and animal resources in 

Arizona for the enjoyment of all. Being a Wildlife Manager will allow me to work in the great outdoors 

while helping to educate others to respect and appreciate what we all share. Becoming a pilot will 

aid me in my work as a wildlife manager by allowing me to use 

flying to shorten the distances across our beautiful state, as well 

as to assist the department managing resources from the air in a 

unique and incredibly useful way. 

While my near-term goal is to earn my Private Pilot Certificate, I 

have a longer-term goal of earning my Commercial Pilot Certifi-

cate, as I feel that it would be very useful and unique to have in 

my career as a Wildlife Manager. As I am paying for flight train-

ing myself, the APA scholarship is the only way I have of funding 

my Private Pilot Certificate. I am very grateful for being awarded 

an APA scholarship. 

 

Jeffre Antoff 

My whole life Iôve been passionate about aviation. I joined the Air 

Force in 2009 and worked as an assembly technician at Icon Air-

craft in Vacaville, CA. Thanks to the APA scholarship, I just grad-

uated from the AMT Program at Chandler-Gilbert Community Col-

lege. Once I receive my last license, I hope to apply for mainte-

nance technician jobs at Lockheed Martin and Top Aces. Thank 

you again for your help with this scholarship! 

 

Tavian Schnack 

I currently attend the East Valley Institute of Technology aviation 

program. Iôve been very passionate about aviation since I was a 

little boy and ultimately want to become a pilot for the US Forest 

Service. The APA scholarship has allowed me to start down that 

~  APA Scholarship Program  ~ 
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Redbird LD Flight Simulator 

Rental at Chandler Air Service 

Price: $70.00  

Call: (480) 093-6420  

Email:  

fly@aerobatics.com 

Amazing Fixed-Base 

Simulator for Rental 

Price:$ 70 

Contact: Randy Brooks 

(480) 466-5908 

randall.brooks@apstrainbing.com  

C˓ˠiʟ 

path and I am currently training for my PPL at the Chandler 

Airport. I hope to progress on to my Commercial and Instru-

ment ratings shortly thereafter. Thank you again for your help 

in getting me started on the path to my aviation career! 

 

That wraps up our look at the 2023 scholarship recipients. 

Thank you again for your support in helping APA build the 

next generation of Arizona aviation professionals ï we could 

not do it without you!  

https://partner91.com/
mailto:fly@aerobatics.com
mailto:randall.brooks@apstrainbing.com
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Short Final  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !t!Φ 

By Howard Deevers 

 

 

Houston, Texas seemed to be an odd place for the location of the main 

control center for the US Space Program. But it had, and still has, all of 

the things that NASA was looking for in the early days of the US Space 

Program: Over 1000 acres of affordable land, close to a major sea port, 

mostly a mild climate, good air transport airports, and one other thing; 

Rice University. First called the Manned Spacecraft Center (MSC) in 

1961, it was later renamed in honor of former President Lyndon B Johnson. Sure, other locations 

were considered, and politics played a part in selecting the location too, but it all came together at 

the right time, and Houston became famous again. 

The facility operates constantly, day and night, all days of the year, and in all weather. Houston 

NASA is in constant contact with the International Space Station (ISS), that has been in orbit around 

the Earth since 1998. And they are the control center for any manned space flights.  

My tour of the Johnson NASA Space Center was conducted by Anthony Varhea, mission flight direc-

tor #91 in a line from the first Director, Christopher Kraft. The Flight Director must monitor the activity 

of a mission and make informed decisions on the conduct of the flight.  

Anthony Varhea was a neighbor across the street from my home in Monroeville, PA, before I moved 

to Tucson. He knew that I had an airplane and he wanted to learn to fly. At age 15 he had built his 

own flight simulator on his home computer and was making mock cross-country trips on the comput-

HELLO FROM NASA, JOHNSON SPACE CENTER 

Anthony Varhea NASA 
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er, even to England and back. I took him on several instruction flights in Western Pennsylvania, but I 

had to tell him that he could not solo until his 16
th
 birthday. I also told him that we would be moving to 

Tucson, and that he would need to find another instructor to complete his solo and get his Private 

Pilot Certificate. I also told him about Embry-Riddle University in Florida where he could complete all 

the ratings he would need to pursue a career in aviation. 

Then he asked if I would be moving my plane from the Pittsburgh area to Arizona. I said that I would 

come back for the plane after we got settled in Tucson. He wanted to know if he could ride along 

with me to Arizona. I said that he could IF his dad approved. His dad did approve. In June 1999, I 

flew from Phoenix back to Pittsburgh on American Air Lines. After a two day stay with friends, Antho-

ny and I set off for the long cross country to Tucson. 

The three-day trip included an overnight stop to see an old friend in Sparta, TN. Then a stop in Little 

Rock, AK for fuel, and on to Dallas, TX for fuel, and an overnight at Abilene, TX. When the weather 

was good, I would let Anthony fly left seat as much as possible. He did very well. From Abilene we 

made a fuel stop at Wink, TX then on to El Paso. From El Paso, I flew the last leg of the trip to try to 

avoid the bumps in New Mexico, with little success. Anthony stayed with us for three days so we 

could show him as much of Tucson as we could at that time.  

After graduation from high school in Monroeville, PA, he did go on to Embry-Riddle in Florida. He 

graduated with a degree in engineering, and not as a pilot. He was hired by a NASA contractor in 

Florida and worked his way up to Flight Director at the NASA Johnson Space Center. Still remem-

bering our flights in Western PA, and to Arizona, he wanted to give me a personal tour of NASA in 

Houston as a ñThank youò for getting him started on this career path.  

Entrance to Johnson Space Center 

I stayed at a hotel near the entrance to the NASA facility and Anthony picked me up from there to 

conduct the tour. Tours are open to the public and several are going on every day. Our first stop was 

the building that displays the Saturn V rocket. The Saturn V is truly a very large rocket with multi 

stages that was used to lift the first explorers to the Moon. It did the job, but was very expensive and 

a use-once-only vehicle. 

Our second building of interest was the International Space Station Mockup building. They have an 

exact model of the ISS including each of the other country units that are now part of the ISS. This is 
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NASA - One module of the mock-up of 

the International Space Station 

NASA - These space suits weigh 300# on Earth, 

nothing when in space 

the command room for a mission 

where all of the astronauts that will work on the ISS train in advance of being deployed to orbit the 

Earth. Training for a mission can take up to two years. 

Our next building was the Mission Control Building. There is a gallery where you can see the control 

room monitoring the ISS. At the time we were there, the Russian astronauts were getting ready for a 

ñspacewalkò to service something on the outside of the module. There are cameras mounted all over 

the Station and you could see what was going on in actual time.  

In another room there is a mockup of the control center that was in use when the first manned lunar 

mission took place. And a complete rebroadcast of the event was presented to the spectators in the 

gallery. That was most interesting to me, since I remember seeing that lunar landing and first foot-

print on the Moon on TV in my game room in my home in Pittsburgh July 20, 1969. 

At the entrance to the Johnson Space Center there is a Boeing 747 on display with a Space Shuttle 

unit mounted on top of it. The Space Shuttle did not always land back at Kennedy Space Port in 

Cape Canaveral, Florida. If it landed elsewhere it had to be transported back to Florida for another 

launch on the specially modified 747.  






























