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Presidentôs Report  

Greetings, 

Although itôs still hot here in Arizona, weôre starting to see some faint 

signs of the coming fall flying season with marginally cooler temperatures 

and a little rain. As you may have read in last monthôs newsletter and 

perhaps on our Facebook page, APA is gearing up for the fall season 

starting with a Backcountry fly-in at Pleasant Valley (24AZ) at the end of 

September and our monthly Grapevine (88AZ) Fly-in starting in October. 

This is our first fly-in at Pleasant Valley in quite some time, and I know 

everyone is excited to see the airstrip being used again for fly-inôs. And of 

course, the Grapevine weekends are always well attended and great op-

portunities to spend time with our fellow aviators, talk airplanes, and have 

a great meal. If you are interested in volunteering to help at either event, 

reach out to Leanne Tawoda - leanne@azpilots.org. 

I also want to mention the important work that Mark Spencer and our Backcountry committee have 

been doing behind the scenes with the US Forest Service (USFS) and the Recreational Aviation 

Foundation (RAF) to secure funding to make much-needed improvements to both Pleasant Valley 

and Grapevine. This includes the installation of a windsock and charcoal grills, runway surface grad-

ing, and decommissioning the old access road at Pleasant Valley. All these items are sorely needed, 

especially decommissioning of the access road to help eliminate some of the vandalism weôve seen 

there recently. While Grapevine is generally in good shape, the funding will help improve it further 

with the installation of two additional shade ramadas, vault toilets, and additional erosion control and 

runway surface crack sealing. However, itôs important to note that these USFS funding agreements 

are structured as cost share arrangements which require the receiving organizations, the RAF and 

APA, to contribute volunteer hours (brush clearing, painting etc.) to make up their portion of the cost. 

So, itôs important for us to work hard to ensure that we turn out the volunteer hours to meet our cost 

share commitment. If you are interested in volunteering some time to help at Pleasant Valley and/or 

Grapevine, reach out to us at pleasantvalley@azpilots.org or grapevine@azpilots.org. 

In addition to Backcountry activities, itôs also exciting to see that we have revitalized our Weekend 

Getaways and Day Trip activities. Thanks to Rod Kunkel and Mike McCann for volunteering to take 

on these important activities for APA. Although coordinating these events sounds easy on the sur-

face, it takes a lot of time and effort ï thanks again Rod and Mike! You can get details on the up-

coming Getaway to Gadsden Hotel in Douglas and Day Trip to 

Seligman on our Facebook page. 

Thank you for supporting APAôs mission through your member-

ship and please feel free to reach out to me at 

chris@azpilots.org if you have any comments, concerns, or 

questions.  

Fly Safe, 

C˓ˠiʟ 

mailto:pleasantvalley@azpilots.org
mailto:grapevine@azpilots.org
mailto:chris@azpilots.org
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Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð September 2023 

 
 

I thought we were supposed to be on the downside of summer, 

with the super-hot days in the rear view mirror, but that doesnôt 

seem to be the case at all! As Iôm writing this for the September 

APA newsletter, the temp. outside is 117Á. These are near peak 

summer temperatures. Even if you get up extra early to beat the 

heat it doesnôt work because by the time you head for home itôs 

already too hot for comfort. I really hope this breaks soon, and 

we can get on the cooler side of the summer. These temps. are 

not fun, so join me in a cool spot, and hold out for cooler 

weather so we can once again enjoy flying. 

When we can get out and fly again, there is something that we all need to be aware of, and that is 

the increased parachute activity throughout the state. Itôs not the usual sport operations that are 

common at airports like Eloy (E60), Buckeye (BXK), the Grand Canyon (GCN), and Hidden Valley, 

south of Estrella Sailport (E68) that are of extra concern. What we are concerned about is the in-

crease in military and government operations being conducted by contractors, dropping special 

forces and their equipment, around the clock, using civilian airfields scattered throughout the state. 

There are military operations at Marana (AVQ) landing personnel in the infield next to the active 

runway that would conflict with the instrument approach and missed approach procedures. Arizo-

naôs weather is attracting military users from other nations also using airports such as Coolidge 

Municipal (PO8), Pinal Airpark (MZJ), Sawtooth, a private field nine miles SW of Eloy Muni (E60), 

and at Bishop Airfield, a private field NW of Estrella Sailport (E68). Special Ops. forces may also 

be occasionally using Benson Municipal Airport (E95) east of Tucson. An alarming thought is that 

the military may on occasion conduct High Altitude, High Opening (HAHO) drops where the jumper 

may exit the airplane in Class A airspace at Flight Level altitudes approximating 30,000 ft., and 

opening their parachute many miles from the intended landing area. The big questions are: will you 

see the parachute, were you monitoring the correct frequency, and did you get the NOTAMS re-

garding parachute drops along you route??? This increased parachute activity has only recently 

begun and will be continuing. The APA is not pres-

ently aware of a conclusion of the presently in-

creased activity. We can only ask that pilots fly with 

an increased awareness of what could be out there 

in your flight path, and fly safe!!  

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

FAA 

Mr. Mike Whitaker has been nominated for the po-

sition of FAA Administrator and is yet to be con-
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firmed. Mr. Whitaker was second in command of the 

FAA under Michael Huerta and was focused on the 

modernization of the air traffic control system. 

The Federal Aviation Administration said it was 

naming David Boulter, a long-time FAA official and 

pilot, to serve as the FAAôs associate administrator 

for aviation safety. ñMr. Boulter is well qualified to 

make flying the worldôs safest form of travel even 

safer." 

Effective with the August 10, 2023, chart editions, wind turbine farms will now be depicted with a dot-

ted blue outline and internal 45Á diagonal cross-hatched lines. A masked elevation box within or near 

the farm will contain the mean sea level elevation of the highest wind turbine in the wind turbine 

farm. See the Aeronautical Users Guide and the Aeronautical Information Manual for more infor-

mation. 

 

AIRSPACE 

Iôm not aware of any airspace changes or FAA regulation changes, or proposals for changes that 

could negatively impact your flying activities, and I hope this status quo will continue.  

 

SAFETY 

Pilot deviations were down a bit this month, and it was a relief to see it down when compared to ear-

lier reports. It is truly amazing to see some of the things that pilots do while flying. Apparently, some-

times they really arenôt aware of what type of airspace they are flying in, or may be about to enter, 

and what is going to be required of them. Pilots need to listen more carefully to ATC instructions and 

be sure to follow them. If you canôt comply, immediately tell the controller why you canôt comply. 

When flying in controlled airspace, a pilot should not get creative, but tell ATC first before you do 

something that differs from the instructions given. Always know what type of airspace you are flying 

in and know what the controller may be expecting of you. Pay attention to airport signs and runway 

markings, know what they mean, and comply with them. Al-

ways fly with care and forethought.  

In summary, the general aviation deviations this reporting pe-

riod are: 

3 IFR Deviations  3 Brashers 

2 Class Delta Airspace Deviations  1 Brasher  

2 Runway Incursions  2 Brashers 

1 TFR Incursion  No Brasher 

1 Wrong Surface Landing  1 Brasher 

1 Taxi Instructions  No Brasher  

For the details of these deviations see my Pilot Deviations 

Report located elsewhere in this newsletter. 

This past month general aviation safety was particularly good. 
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The number of accidents and incidents were really 

down, the severity of the accidents was also down, 

and most importantly there were no reports of fatali-

ties. For the details of these accidents and incidents 

see my Accident/Incident Summary Report located 

elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Members, please continue to send accident infor-

mation to jtimm@azpilots.org with the date, location, 

aircraft make, and type, if anyone got hurt, and with 

as much detail as possible. Thank you. 

This past reporting period the FAA reported one Near Mid Air Collision. The incident happened on 

July 13 at Williams Gateway Airport (IWA) and it involved two aircraft from the same school as fol-

lows: 

Piper #2 was departing RWY 30L with a right turn out. Piper #1 was departing RWY 30R, and was 

to remain in right closed traffic, and the two aircraft became airborne simultaneously. ATC issued 

Piper #2 a traffic advisory, and the Piper reported the traffic in sight. ATC issued Piper #1 a traffic 

advisory and instructed him to begin a right crosswind. Piper #1 replied that they would watch for 

traffic. ATC then amended Piper #1s instructions to ñfly straight out.ò ATC assigned Piper #2 ñif able, 

to pass behind the Company Archerò (Piper #1). Piper #1 advised they were unable to fly straight 

out. Both aircraft then made evasive turns to avoid each other. Neither aircraft were issued a traffic 

alert. Closest proximity: 0.08 NM and 0 feet vertical. 

 

CONSTRUCTION 

Itôs summer and many of the airports around the state have numerous construction projects under-

way or are at least well into the planning stage. Unfortunately, we donôt have any specific details on 

all these projects, but we certainly suggest that you always check for NOTAMS at your destination 

airport, so you donôt have a big surprise when you arrive. 

APA is always working with airports around the state assisting with the updating of their Airport Mas-

ter Plans by providing the pilot, and aircraft ownerôs perspective in 

the process. Presently Eloy Municipal Airport is just starting their 

Master Plan update, and Payson airport is in the final stages of their 

Master Plan update process. 

 

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO FLY FOR BREAKFAST: 

The fly-in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport (P08) was on the 

first Saturday of the month, but they have ceased until fall. 

On the second Saturday of the month, consider flying down to Ryan 

Field (RYN) near Tucson for breakfast or lunch at Ritchieôs Restau-

rant. They are open daily from 6 am to 2 pm to serve you. 

The Falcon Field Warbirds Squadron had a fly-in breakfast on the 

third weekend of the month, but it has ceased until next October. 

mailto:jtimm@azpilots.org
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CFII Accepting New Students 

Contact: Patrick Williams 

(480) 737-5999 

Email: pwilliamsaz@gmail.com  

DAR-T Available for Field         

Approvals, Ferry Permits, & More 

Contact: Steve Huff 

Email: learaviator@yahoo.com  

Grapevine is open full time, and the third Saturday camp-

ing and cookouts will resume on October 13-15. Grape-

vine, which lies within a National Forest, is heavily used by 

the Forest Service for fighting wildfires and the Military for 

Special Training. 

On the last Saturday of the month a fly-in breakfast is con-

tinuing to be put on by the Casa Grande Masonic Lodge in 

the air-conditioned Terminal of the Casa Grande Airport. 

When you fly to any of these venues, be sure to look for the Fly Arizona Passport Placard at the res-

taurant, or at the airport terminal. Scan the placard with your smart phone to get credit on the pass-

port program for being there. 

 

Check with the APA Getaway Flights program and 

online calendar for fun weekend places to fly.  

https://partner91.com/
mailto:pwilliamsaz@gmail.com
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com
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mailto:arizonaskiesaviation@gmail.com
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Hangar for Rent Glendale Airport 

Contact: Michael Haubrich 

(262) 672-1956 

Email: skyboundaz@gmail.com  

1956 Cessna Straight-Tail 182 

Contact: Ron Orozco 

(520) 609-5026 

Email: ronorozco@energiatotal.com  

As an all-volunteer organization, APA relies on the generosity of our members and volunteers to 

accomplish our mission. To ensure that weôre communicating volunteer opportunities, we will begin 

publishing a Volunteer Opportunity summary in the newsletter going forward. 

Please take a look at the volunteer opportunities listed below and reach out to the APA point of 

contact for more details if you are interested in helping out.  

Thank you in advance for your participation!  

APA Volunteer Opportunities 

Opportunities APA Point of Contact 

APA Member Services 
Mailing Donor Thank You Cards 

Mailing Membership Cards and a Welcome Letters 
Clothing Store Inventory and Shipping Orders 

Stefanie 
(stef@azpilots.org) 

Grapevine Monthly 
Camping Weekend  

Volunteer Hosts Needed! 

October '23 
(Oct. 13 & 15) 

Leanne Tawoda 

Leanne 
(leanne@azpilots.org)  

November '23 
(Nov. 17 & 19) 

Open 

December '23 
(Dec. 15 & 17) 

Open 

January '24 
(Jan. 19 & 21) 

Open 

February '24 
(Feb. 9 & 11) 

Mark & Stefanie Spencer 

March '24 
(Mar. 15 & 17) 

Chris Nugent 

April '24 
(Apr. 19 & 21) 

Rod Kunkel 

Airstrip Maintenance 
Volunteers Needed! 

Grapevine (88AZ) 
(General Maintenanceðwatch the APA Facebook 

page for dates) 

Mike Andresen 
(grapevine@azpilots.org) 

Red Creek 
(Fill Ruts, etc.) 

Tommy Thomason 
(redcreek@azpilots.org) 

Double Circle Ranch  
(Airstrip Shoulder Mowing - Help Needed!) 

In Work 
Thanks to Josh Leavitt  
and the Bryce Families! 
(doublecircle@azpilots.org) 

Forepaugh 
(General Strip Maintenance) 

Kit Murphy 
(forepaugh@azpilots.org) 

mailto:skyboundaz@gmail.com
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com
mailto:stef@azpilots.org
mailto:leanne@azpilots.org
mailto:grapevine@azpilots.org
mailto:redcreek@azpilots.org
mailto:doublecircle@azpilots.org
mailto:forepaugh@azpilots.org
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Preflight After Maintenance 

 

The General Aviation Joint Safety Committee (GAJSC) and the National Transportation Safety 

Board (NTSB) have determined that a significant number of general aviation fatalities could be 

avoided if pilots were to conduct more thorough preflight inspections of aircraft that have just been 

returned to service. In-flight emergencies have been the di-

rect result of maintenance personnel who have serviced or 

installed systems incorrectly.  

Outreach Month:  September 2023 

Topic: Preflight After Maintenance 

DOWNLOADS: PowerPoint Presentation Slides... 

Hot Spot Standardization: @GL KHGL AK 9 DGә
;9LAGF GF 9F 9AJHGJL EGN=E=FL 9J=9 OAL@ 9
@AKLGJQ GJ HGL=FLA9D JAKC G> ;GDDAKAGF GJ JMFә
O9Q AF;MJKAGFӅ 9F< O@=J= @=A?@L=F=< 9Lә
L=FLAGF :Q HADGLK 9F< <JAN=JK AK F=;=KK9JQӄ 

'L AK =9KA=J >GJ MK=JK G> 9F 9AJHGJL LG HD9F L@=
K9>=KL HGKKA:D= H9L@ G> EGN=E=FL AF 9F<
9JGMF< L@9L 9AJHGJL A> L@=Q ;9F K== L@= @GL
KHGLKӄ .D9FFAF? AK 9 ;JM;A9D K9>=LQ 9;LANALQ
>GJ 9AJHGJL MK=JKӜHADGLKӅ 9AJ LJ9ɀA; ;GFLJGDD=JK 9F< 9AJ>A=D< <JAN=JKӄ  Q E9CAF? KMJ= L@9L 9AJ;J9Ƀ
KMJ>9;= EGN=E=FLK 9J= HD9FF=< 9F< HJGH=JDQ ;GGJ<AF9L=< OAL@ 9AJ LJ9ɀA; ;GFLJGDӅ HADGLK 9<<
9FGL@=J D9Q=J G> K9>=LQ LG L@=AJ >DA?@L HJ=H9J9LAGFKӄ .JGH=J HD9FFAF? @=DHK 9NGA< ;GF>MKAGF :Q
=DAEAF9LAF? D9KL-EAFML= IM=KLAGFK 9F< :MAD<AF? >9EADA9JALQ OAL@ CFGOF HJG:D=E 9J=9Kӄ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XllmW78wFls 

https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/september-2022-advanced-preflight-after-maintenance
https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/september-2022-advanced-preflight-after-maintenance
https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/september-2022-advanced-preflight-after-maintenance
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XllmW78wFls
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XllmW78wFls
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Backcountry Fly In, Hiking, BBQ,  

Nighttime Entertainment 

Young, AZ (24AZ) 

September 29 - October 1, 2023 

 

RSVP by September 20th 

 

Friday, 9/29 

Ð Friday arrivals. Open to members/friends of members flying or driving in. 

Ð Dinner Pleasing Palate in Young   

Saturday, 9/30 

Ð Pilot/camper breakfast pot luck, town folk invited. 

Ð Morning Hike.  Plane rides for people from town. 

Ð BBQ Lunch provided by APA 1200pm, pot luck side dishes and desserts 

Ð Bruzzi's Vineyard wine tasting around 2pm 

Ð Dinner at Antlers, Young - Prime Rib is $45 (We will need a count for those interested because 

there is a limited amount.)  

Ð Evening Dessert by the Fire and Entertainment 

Sunday, 10/30 

Ð Departures 

Backcountry Weekend Getaway at 

Pleasant Valley  

Featured  

mailto:leanne@azpilots.org
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Accommodations: 

Ð Primitive Camping,  Portable Toilets. 

Ð 6 person accusations with Vern Van Voorst in 

Young.  Sign up required. 

Ð Hotel rooms available.             

Contact Maria at (928) 462-0018. 

Ð Members driving/ RV-ing 

 

¶ Cost for Dinner Friday and Saturday night estimated $17- $33 per person, liquor separate cost. 

¶ Lunch on Saturday will be provided by APA. Potluck side dishes and desserts.  

¶ Hiking/ Biking trail is in the Pine Creek area developed by a local, John McMahon. 

¶ Look forward to seeing pilots and non-pilots in September.  

 

The weather should be fantastic.  Get out of the desert heat for a wonderful backcountry weekend in 

the mountains of Arizona. 

https://www.aerialengagement.com/contact-us/
mailto:leanne@azpilots.org
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I am a DAR-T and work in Buckeye (10AZ) all week. I 

am able to do Field Approvals, Ferry Permits, Airworthi-

ness Certification for Standard and Experimental air-

craft, 8130 tags, Export Certificates of Airworthiness 

Certificates and Replacement Airworthiness Certifi-

cates. I am open to all ideas for Field Approvals and 

can help figure out a way to get your project approved. 

  

Steven Huff  learaviator@yahoo.com  602-390-4246 

2023 SAFFORD AIR FAIR 

 

October 14th, 2023 

9am-5pm 

Safford Regional Airport 

 

 

Come out to Safford Regional Airport on October 14th for a day of fun for the whole family. Visit 

displays of current and historical airplanes, visit our vendors, participate in aviation-themed activi-

ties, and much more. 

Monitor the Airport's Facebook Page for more details.  

mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20APA%20Newsletter
http://facebook.com/KSADAZ
https://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2023/10/14/54018/-/safford-air-fair
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Short Final  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !t!Φ 

By Howard Deevers 

 

A pilot at Ryan Airport, just west of Tucson, decided to retire from flying 

and sold his airplane. That resulted in cleaning out the hangar. It took a 

while, but eventually he was giving away some of his collectable items. 

One of the most interesting items was a copy of FLYING MAGAZINE 

from June 1946. I had subscriptions to FLYING off and on, so was quite 

interested in this copy from 1946.  

1946 was not long after the end of WWII, and there were articles pre-

dicting how General Aviation was going to grow. The magazine was 134 pages, with lots of ads, arti-

cles, and departments, like letters to the editor, and one that is still in the magazines today called, ñI 

Learned About Flying From That!ò Itôs still one of my favorite sections to read in the magazine be-

cause you can learn from other pilots mistakes, and most articles end with ñnever again.ò  

This issue was packed with photographs of what we now call ñvintageò aircraft. Jet travel was still 

several years in the future, and the DC-6 was a luxury airplane, along with the iconic ñConnie.ò 

There were many predictions of what air travel would be like in the future. It was fun to read these 

articles and see the pictures and compare that with what we see today. Much has changed, and 

much has stayed the same.  

There were articles about engines and propellers, and very little has changed in those areas. We are 

still flying with Lycoming and Continental piston engines with some new refinements, but for the 

most part still the same engines that were being produced in 1946. An article on the Variable Pitch 

Prop was called the ñLightplane's Gearshift. Another article depicted the ñflying car.ò Attempts over 

the years to make a flying car still have not produced a vehicle that can serve both markets. 

I really loved the article called ñTelevision For Private Flying.ò The author predicted, ñIn every cockpit 

a televised map of the ground beneath you-that's air navigation with a future.ò Even television was 

very new at that time. Not until the early 50's did TV really start getting into every living room, and 

even at that time with only a few channels, and not 

24 hours of broadcast. Radios and TV were still tube 

type receivers, and reliability was a big problem. Lap-

top computers and iPads were not even on the draw-

ing boards. But the prediction that something like that 

would happen was most impressive. Now we do fly 

with an iPad that shows all of the features we need to 

fly safely. They are not a TV picture of the ground, 

but probably better, lighter weight, much more relia-

ble, and updated every 28 days. GPS anyone? 

A Little Bit of History 
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An article written by William T. Piper titled ñLet's Be 

Realistic About Private Flyingò was also very interest-

ing to read. He is pictured standing next to one of the 

J-3 Cub aircraft that Piper made. The Cub was so 

famous that many non-pilots referred to any single 

engine airplane as a Piper Cub. Bill Piper was pretty 

blunt in his article about the future, aircraft produc-

tion, cost, government regulations and more. Piper 

said that Detroit could produce more cars in a day 

than all of General Aviation suppliers could in a year. 

Still a true statement. In the back few pages of the 

magazine there were ads for used airplanes, and Piper airplanes outnumbered all other ads. Some 

of those used airplane ads were for airplanes we don't see any more at all.  

Another full page was from AOPA. AOPA had only formed in 1937, and the headquarters was still in 

Washington, DC. This must have been before the time that they produced their own publication, 

AOPA PILOT. In one page they covered many subjects, many of which we still talk about today: 

Landing Fees, Uniform Air Marking, FCC Form Simplification, Noise Abatement, Crash Injury Study, 

Inspection Slow-Down, and other subjects. These were addressed to the CAA, because it was be-

fore the time that the CAA became the FAA.  

The ads for radios were interesting. Most of them I have never seen, and I thought that I had seen a 

lot of old radios. None look like what we use today; the way they tune, the limited frequencies, and 

there were NO navigation features. Some of the technology we learned during WWII did make it to 

GA later on.  

It is fun to read history, but this magazine is not a history book. It was depicting the ñcutting edgeò of 

aviation at that time. It is history now, and much of what we are doing today will be interesting to 

read about in 40 years, IF print magazines still exist 40 years from now. Who ever thought that 

phone books would become obsolete? They were important and in every household, but now we 

don't see them anymore. It looks like GPS is here to stay, but is it? Is there some technology out 

there that we don't know about yet that would replace GPS? Only guessing! 

For now, let us fly as safely and comfortably as possible with the technology that we have. And, after 

reading about what was available in 1946, I am very pleased to have the technology that we are us-

ing in our airplanes today. 

To keep safe and up to date, I suggest coming to an 

ARIZONA PILOTS ASSOCIATION safety seminar, 

that will count for the WINGS program. They are free 

and are presented in locations all over the State. 

Check the website for a date and location near you. 

And ñDon't forget to bring your wingman!ò 

H˛wˉrʋ 
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ISO 2-4 Place Backcountry Airplane 

Looking to buy a 2-4 place airplane 

for backcountry work. 

Call: Bob at (602) 228-9145 

Email: bob@flightskills.com  

ISO Partnership Tucson Area 

Looking for a Partnership in Columbia/Cirrus 

Contact: Michael Hutchinson 

(831) 776-2210 

Email: hutchinson93922@gmail.com  

 Fly a Helicopter! 

 Price:$ 330.00   

Contact: Glenn Roberts 

(602) 463-5528 

glennsroberts@icloud.com  

Fly Loops and Rolls! 

Price:$ 220.00 

Got interesting aviation videos 

that you wish to share? 

Please share only your own videos, 

keep them related to an aviation topic 

of some kind, and please keep them 

to no more than 5-6 minutes long. A 

short paragraph of explanation would 

be great, but not necessary. 

rick@azpilots.org 

ISO Cirrus for Rent 

Contact: Kay 

(602) 820-6286  

Email: kacorbin 

@post.harvard.edu 

Eliminate Batteries 

in ANR Headset 

Price: $35.00 

Jake McKernan 

Email: jake,mc 

kernan@cox.com  

Sling TSI empennage kit 

Contact: Carry ~ tonrayb@gmail.com  

http://www.arizonasportplanerepair.com/
mailto:bob@flightskills.com
mailto:hutchinson93922@gmail.com
mailto:glennsroberts@icloud.com
mailto:rick@azpilots.org
mailto:kacorbin@post.harvard.edu
mailto:kacorbin@post.harvard.edu
mailto:jake.mckernan@cox.net
mailto:jake.mckernan@cox.net
mailto:tonrayb@gmail.com
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https://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2023/09/23/54020/-/land-of-enchantment-fly-in-at-albuquerque
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Just to be clear, the opinions and statements made within my articles are strictly mine and may not 

necessarily reflect any policy or position of the Arizona Pilots Association. 

 

Please, keep safety on your mind at all times, and remember, ñSafety is no accident.ò Weather 

briefings are essential to that safety mantra. You have heard me say many times that the short, easy 

flight from the valley up to northern Arizona, and particularly into Flag, can catch you by surprise. 

The weather can be significantly different in that 100-mile, 45-minute flight. The wind conditions up 

here can be, um, challenging, including velocities, cross winds, and Low-Level Wind Shear (LLWS) 

on the approach. 

If you plan to come up to Flagstaff, please, please check NOTAMs! The tower is currently suffer-

ing through a staffing shortage, that often times during the day, closes down tower operations for 

short durations (usually 30 or so minutes) turning us into a non-towered, non-radar, class G airspace 

operation. This requires you to pay very close attention to traffic pattern operations, possible practice 

instrument approaches, helicopter operations and, of course, the commuter jet traffic. For those 

short periods of non-towered airport operations, extra special vigilance is required! More radio and 

self-announcements may be, and should be, required to keep everyone informed of where you are 

and what your intentions are, but good radio technique and phraseology is also required so as to 

NOT be confusing or tying up radio time for other aircraft. 

First tidbit ï Flight Following is NOT available from Flagstaff tower. They DO NOT have radar. Be-

fore, during, or after departure, tower will suggest you go over to Phoenix Approach on 126.375 and 

request Flight Following from them. They own the 

airspace around and above the Flagstaff class D 

(Delta) airspace surface to 15,000. 

Another tidbit ï As mentioned above, the Flagstaff 

area is a non-radar environment, especially below 

9000 feet (for a variety of reasons not covered 

here), so position reporting is very important when 

checking in with the tower. We strongly recommend 

you contact the tower at least 10 miles out with your 

position reference the airport, i.e., ñ10 miles south,ò 

GAARMS  

REPORT 

By Fred Gibbs 
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and to include your altitude, i.e., ñat 9,500 feet.ò 

For your edification, the tower does not need 

your altitude, but other aircraft coming to, or 

leaving from, Flagstaff will certainly appreciate it. 

If you donôt give the tower all that information on 

your initial call, it most likely will necessitate AN-

OTHER radio call from the tower to get that in-

formation, further tying up the frequency. On that 

initial call, a precise position report can alleviate 

a lot of extraneous radio chatter and significantly improve services at the airport. An initial call to the 

tower saying, ñN12345 is with you on the visual,ò will generate at least two more radio calls from the 

tower that you will need to respond to, certainly tying up the frequency much longer than one precise 

initial call! 

Also, with the FAA now putting very high emphasis on runway incursions because of the many incur-

sions and near misses that have occurred over the past couple of months, you may see more de-

layed departure (takeoff) clearances. Towers will be watching very closely the spacing issue for arri-

vals, and here at Flag, for example, once the commuter jet reports their 5-mile final position report, 

you will most likely have to wait until they land, roll to the end of the runway, and are clear of the run-

way before getting your òcleared for takeoffò clearance. That is just the way it isé. And you will NEV-

ER get a ñTaxi into position and holdò or a ñLine up and waitò clearance here at Flagstaff, ever! 

On a related subject, when in the pattern to land here at 

Flag, I would suggest you tell the tower early (like on your 

downwind call) that you are going into Wiseman Aviation, so 

the tower knows you need to go way down the runway to 

turn off, usually at Alpha 6 (or Alpha 7 if you request that). 

The tower almost always will let you, or tell you to, do that. 

Why? Well, with only a single parallel taxiway (taxiway Al-

pha), if you just decide to turn off at Alpha 4 with the inten-

tion of taxiing the rest of the way to Wiseman on taxiway Al-

pha, you may well end up nose to nose with an aircraft com-

ing the other way down taxiway Alpha to the runway! So, a 

little communication prior to landing can make life a whole 

lot easier for both you and the tower.  

 

QUIZ of the MONTH:  

1. I am ready to taxi. I call ground, using the correct phraseology, and tell them I am ready to taxi. 

Ground clears me to taxi to runway 22 via Alpha. I pull off into the runup area and do my run up 

check list. When I switch to the left mag, I get no drop in RPM. That indicates ï  

a. My engine timing is perfect. 

b. My mixture is perfect. 

c. My right mag is dead. 

d. My left mag is dead. 

 ά 
LŦ ȅƻǳ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ CƭŀƎǎǘŀũΣ 

ǇƭŜŀǎŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ bh¢!aǎΗ 

έ    
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2. Alrighty now!! My airport has a published Obstacle Departure Procedure (ODP) that says I need 

a climb gradient of 395 feet per nautical mile. My normal rate of climb, Vy (90 miles per hour), at 

my field elevation is 400 feet per minute, am I good to go?? 

a. NOPE, I have to climb at a faster speed. 

b. NOPE, I have to climb at a faster rate of climb. 

c. It is impossible to fly that gradient!!! 

d. Yes. 

3. For you instructors. A new student wants to start flying with you. You know (s)he must provide 

proof of U.S. citizenship, and they give you a copy of their US passport, which just happens to 

have expired last month. Is it legal to use that passport as proof of US citizenship to start flight 

training?? 

a. Yes 

b. No 

c. Maybe, if they are applying for a new one now 

d. Never thought about ité.. 

4. OK, you think you have finally memorized all of the FAA acronyms, right?? Well, what the heck is 

FDIO??? 

a. Future Data Interrogator Operational system. 

b. Flight Data Automation System. 

c. Facilaty Director of Information Operations System 

d. You say, ñSure, I know this, but Iôm not gonna tell ya!!! 

e. ñFlight Data Input Output device. 

5. When conducting closely spaced PRM approaches, the secondary monitor frequency is: 

a. always used by the pilot to transmit to ATC. 

b. sometimes used by the pilot to transmit to ATC. 

c. never used by the pilot to transmit to ATC. 

6. Pilots may fly a PRM approach: 

a. using the Autopilot or Flight Director throughout 

b. using the Autopilot or Flight Director, but a ñbreakoutò must be hand flown 

c. only by precision hand flying throughout with FO callouts  

 

(Answers at the bottom of the Safety Program section.) 

 

SAFETY PROGRAMS 

Simply log on to the Internet and go to  WWW.FAASAFETY.GOV, click on ñSeminarsò and start 

checking for any other upcoming seminars. Should you desire a particular safety or educational pro-

gram at your local airport or pilot meeting in the future, such as the BasicMed program, our ñWinter 

Wonderlandò snow season special, òThe Aging Pilotò, Radio Phraseology,  or my newest one on 

LIFR approaches, which  discusses the howôs, whyôs, and pitfalls of shooting an approach all the 

way down to minimums and missed approaches, simply call or text me at 410-206-3753 or email me 

at either fredgibbs@azpilots.org or fredgibbs@npgcable.com.  

http://WWW.FAASAFETY.GOV
mailto:fredgibbs@npgcable.com
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Fɼeʋ  

answers: 

1. c. The right mag is dead, and the engine is only running on the left mag. If you go to the 

right mag, the engine will quit!!! 

2. b. The climb rate is per nautical mile. If you are going 90 kts, you are covering that one 

mile in only 40 seconds and will not meet the climb rate of 395 feet by 1 NM. You would 

need to increase your climb rate to 1.5 times the published climb rate, or 545 feet per 

minute.  

3. b. Homeland Security specifically states that the passport must be valid at the time of 

application or start of training. Any foreign borne individual must go thru the AFTP vet-

ting process prior to starting any flight training. Should TSA spot check you and any for-

eign borne student has not done this, or you have started training before completing the 

process, you may be in very deep doo-doo!!! If you are not familiar with the AFTP pro-

gram and may encounter foreign born students, you need to get some training, and any 

FAASTeam Rep should be able to help you get smart.  

4. e. The FDIO is a piece of equipment in the tower or TRACON where the IFR flight strips 

print out. When you file a IFR flight plan, it goes into the appropriate Centerôs computer 

system, and is delivered via the FDIO device to the appropriate sector, approach control 

and tower. When you call ground or Clearance Delivery, they will have a printed-out 

strip on the FDIO if you call within 30 minutes of your departure time. If you call too ear-

ly, ground or Clearance Delivery can query the ARTCC computer system to pull it up. 

Ground or Clearance Delivery usually holds them up to an hour or more if you are late, 

but you should advise them if that is going to be the case so they can hold it longer or 

simply amend the time. 

5. c. PRM approaches are independent, simultaneous operations to runways spaced be-

tween 2500 and less than 4300 feet apart. The approach courses are normally parallel 

but may be offset by between 2.5 and 3.0 degrees depending on the runway separation. 

Pilots never transmit on the monitor frequency; they only receive transmissions on it 

from ATC who is closely monitoring the dual closely spaced approach paths. 

6. c. The approach itself is to be flown using the flight director or the autopilot, but a 

ñbreakoutò must always be hand flown. With regard to PRM approaches, i.e., simulta-

neous closely spaced parallel approaches, a ñbreakoutò is, in simple terms, a very spe-

cific, directed go-around by the controller on the monitor frequency watching the spac-

ing and any deviations on the approach path of the aircraft. (Search PRM Approaches 

on Google if you want to learn more about PRM approaches.)  

Arizona Pilots Association provides the safety programs at no charge.  We can also help you organ-

ize a program of your choice, and we can recommend programs that your pilot community might re-

ally like. There are also a lot of great webinars online, each about an hour long, and worth credits 

towards your WINGS participation.  You might find one that is right up your alley or really ñtickles yer 

fancyò!!   
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Fly Out To Bar 10 Ranch 

October 22-24 

  

Join the New Mexico Pilots Association on the North Rim this October at the Bar 10 Ranch 

Reserve your room today, call Sarah to make your reservation 

435-628-4010 

 

Arrive Bar Ten Sunday, October 22nd - Depart Tuesday the 24th 

Fly out to local airstrips planned Monday morning, i.e. Grand Gulch 

Side by Side ride to North Rim on Monday afternoon. 

 

Optional: Tuacahn Amphitheatre St George, UT.  

This is an incredible show, and will be Tarzan - October 21st  

You should purchase tickets in advance, call 435-652-3300 

 

Contact Sarah at Bar Ten Bar10.com to make your reservation: 435.628.4010 

Contact Perry Null for more info: perrydnull@gmail.com 505.870.1233 

More information at New Mexico Pilots Association 

https://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2023/10/22/53994/-/fly-out-to-bar-10-ranch-1z1-grand-canyon
http://www.bar10.com/
mailto:perrydnull@gmail.com?subject=Bar%2010%20Ranch
https://www.nmpilots.org/content.aspx?page_id=4001&club_id=264824
mailto:perrydnull@gmail.com
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Donôt come to a safety program by 
yourself, but donôt just bring your 
old buddy who always comes with 
you. Bring someone new, and get 
your BFF to also bring someone 

new.  
We need you to help us expand our 
audience, to expand our reach, and 
to expand that ocean of faces. 

 
Statistics show that the folks hav-
ing accidents are the ones who 
donôt participate in the WINGS or 
safety programs, so help us reach 
out to those folks and pull them in. 

 

We never complain when a 
program runs out of chairs!!! 

Redbird LD Flight  

Simulator Rental 

at Chandler Air Service 

Price: $70.00  

Call: (480) 093-6420  

Email: fly@aerobatics.com 

Amazing Fixed-Base 

Simulator for Rental 

Price:$ 70 

Contact: Randy Brooks 

(480) 466-5908 

randall.brooks@apstrainbing.com  

mailto:fly@aerobatics.com
mailto:randall.brooks@apstrainbing.com













