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Presidentôs Report  

Greetings, 

After a long and unusually hot summer, it looks like cooler temperatures 

and better flying weather have finally arrived. We held our first fly-in of 

the season at Pleasant Valley (24AZ) at the end of September. Although 

it was a bit windy, we had a great turnout, and it was good to see the air-

strip being used again for a fly-in. The new windsock that Tommy Thom-

ason and Jeff Wilson installed recently certainly got a workout! Thanks to 

Leanne Tawoda and Vern Lassiter for doing all the hard work organizing 

and managing the event. It was also great to see the community support 

for the event, which can be rare these days. 

Our next fly-in event will be the Grapevine (88AZ) monthly camping 

weekend October 13 ï 15. Remember to check the event calendar on 

the APA website and Facebook page for the latest information on upcom-

ing events. 

I also wanted to mention some important deadlines. First, the next APA Scholarship Program appli-

cation cycle will close on 31 October. September is always a busy month for the APA scholarship 

committee and this past month was no exception. We held ten in-person information sessions at lo-

cal colleges, high schools, and aviation organizations to ensure students are aware of our scholar-

ship opportunity and how to apply. As we have seen over the past few years, the classes are at ca-

pacity which reflects the continuing interest in aviation career fields. While most of the students we 

talk to are interested in becoming professional pilots, we are also seeing growing interest in A&P/

aircraft maintenance and air traffic control ï which is encouraging. I you or anyone you know is inter-

ested in applying, please go to the scholarship page on our website - Scholarship Program 

(azpilots.org). 

As Jim Timm reported last month, the FAA has released the long awaited Modernization of Special 

Airworthiness Certification (MOSIAC) Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NRPM). This NRPM is very 

broad and will re-adjust the regulations related to Sport Pilot privileges, what will qualify as a Light 

Sport Aircraft (LSA) and LSA maintenance. The 

NRPM public comment period has been extended 

an additional 90 days from 23 October 2023 to 22 

January 2024. While most of the proposed rule 

changes are positive, there are some that are con-

tradictory, such as medical requirements for flying at 

night and changes to the process for obtaining a 

Light Sport Repairman certificate. 

If you are a Sport Pilot, a higher rated pilot flying un-

der the Sport Pilot rule, a LSA owner/operator or 

someone that is certified as a Light Sport Repair-

man I would recommend you take some time to re-

https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/scholarship-program
https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/scholarship-program
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Got great aviation photos that youôd like to share? 

newsletter@azpilots.org 

Got interesting aviation videos that you wish to share? 

Please share only your own videos, keep them related to an aviation topic 

of some kind, and please keep them to no more than 5-6 minutes long. A 

short paragraph of explanation would be great, but not necessary. 

rick@azpilots.org 

view the major provisions of the NRPM to determine if you would like to comment. This can be a 

daunting task since the basic document is 318 pages (!) and takes considerable time to plow 

through. However, the Light Aircraft Manufacturers Association (LAMA) has published a MOSAIC 

Study Guide which is much easier to navigate and allows you to focus on your areas of interest. You 

can find it at MOSAIC-NPRM-Study-Guide-Version-1.0.pdf (lama.bz). You can view comments al-

ready submitted and submit your comments via the FAA website at Regulations.gov. 

Thank you for supporting APAôs mission through your membership and please feel free to reach out 

to me at chris@azpilots.org if you have any comments, concerns, or questions.   

Fly Safe, 

ά   
                              έ 

A Few Words About Safety 
Denny Granquist 

 

ñTelling tower you don't have the traffic is very professionalΦò 
 
 

ñI became a safer pilot the day after my first child arrived.ò  

mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org
mailto:rick@azpilots.org
https://lama.bz/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/MOSAIC-NPRM-Study-Guide-Version-1.0.pdf
https://www.regulations.gov/document/FAA-2023-1377-0001
mailto:chris@azpilots.org
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Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð October 2023 

 
 

Well, it appears that we might be finally getting into the fall 

weather, and the 110 plus days are behind us. Flying out for 

breakfast on Saturday morning the temps are getting good until 

about noon, and the flying has been great. This is what we have 

been waiting for, for a long time. It seems that as the season for 

flying is slowly waking up from its summer nap, many aviation 

events and fly-ins are beginning to show up on the calendar. 

Itôs about time, and Iôm looking forward to it! 

Itôs too bad that many people had to see the end of summer 

arrive with a very damaging rain/windstorm on the night of September 12th at one of the busiest 

airports in the state, Mesa Falcon Field. One of the city employees said it was a 1,000 year storm 

based on the rainfall and wind damage. One of the estimates I saw cited wind damage to 97 hang-

ars with 42 of them having the doors blown off. The major flight school on the field had 20 aircraft 

damaged with 6 of them totaled, and the estimate may go up. A small flight school lost all 3 of their 

aircraft with all of them winding up in one big tangle of bent aluminum. Many aircraft tied down got 

wind damage or got hit with flying debris. Numerous buildings/hangars sustained significant dam-

age. Unfortunately, Iôm also hangered there, but like several others, we escaped unscathed. The 

next day the city had the taxiways cleared for business, and flying was able continue as usual. Iôm 

certain the insurance companies sure took a major hit from the event.  

Several days before preparing this report I became aware that late this spring a small Cessna air-

plane encountered what was suspected to be a drone strike. The event occurred in the northeast 

portion of the Phoenix valley at about 5,500 ft. MSL, and it was first thought to be a bird strike, but 

upon later examination on the ground, no evidence of bird 

remains could be found. Based on damage to the airplane, 

and to the relatively new propeller, there were indications 

that the prop had contacted a hard object. When the prop 

was taken to a propeller repair facility for repair, based on 

the type of damage, the company expressed the opinion 

that the prop/airplane had hit a drone.  

Unfortunately, the regulations are not very explicit on what 

course of action you should take in this case, but if you have 

an airborne encounter with a drone, based on information 

we have been able to obtain, do the following: 

Make certain the airplane can be safely flown, then note 

where the incident occurred, and land. Contact the SDL 

FSDO and specifically request to speak with an FAA Safety 

Inspector. File a NASA Report of the incident. 
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Donôt bother with an NTSB report unless there 

is Structural Damage to the airplane or there is a 

very serious injury.  

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

FAA 

We are still waiting for Mr. Mike Whitaker to be con-

firmed by the Senate as our Next FAA Administrator. 

Mr. Whitaker was second in command of the FAA 

under Michael Huerta and was focused on the mod-

ernization of the air traffic control system.  

Mr. David Boulter, a long-time FAA official and pilot, has been appointed to serve as the FAAôs asso-

ciate administrator for aviation safety. Mr. Boulter is well qualified to make flying, the worldôs safest 

form of travel, even safer. 

 

AIRSPACE 

Fortunately, Iôm not aware of any airspace changes, FAA regulation changes, or proposals for 

changes that could negatively impact our flying activities. I certainly hope this status quo will contin-

ue.  

Iôm certain that all have seen in the papers that the President has been in the state along with his 

VIP TFR. We are entering an election year and unfortunately, we may be seeing more of these TFRs 

in the future. Be aware that these TFRs are administered by the Secret Service, NOT the FAA. This 

last VIP TFR had a KC135 tanker in a pattern over Phoenix keeping the USAF Fighters refueled that 

were enforcing the TFR. These type of TFRôs are indeed serious and need to be avoided at all costs. 

 

SAFETY 

Pilot deviations were back up again this month. It continues to be amazing to see some of the things 

that pilots will do when flying. Apparently, often they arenôt really aware of what type of airspace they 

are flying in or may be about to enter, and whatôs going to be required of them. Pilots need to listen 

more carefully to ATC instructions and follow them. If you canôt comply, immediately tell the controller 

why you canôt comply. When flying in controlled air-

space, a pilot should never get creative, but tell ATC 

first before you do something that differs from the 

instructions given. Always know what type of air-

space you are flying in and know what the controller 

may be expecting of you. Pay attention to airport 

signs and runway markings, know what they mean, 

and comply with them. Always fly with forethought 

and be careful.  

In summary, the general aviation deviations this re-
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porting period are: 

5 IFR Deviations  4 Brashers 

6 Class Bravo Airspace Deviations 3 Brashers  

1 Class Charlie Airspace Deviation 1 Brasher 

2 Class Delta Airspace Deviations 1 Brasher  

1 Air Traffic Control Instructions No Brasher 

1 Surface Incident (Taxi Instructions) No Brasher 

1 Movement Area Deviation No Brasher  

1 Restricted Area 1 Brasher 

For the details of these deviations see my Pilot Deviations Report lo-

cated elsewhere in this newsletter. 

This past month general aviation safety was really bad because of the 

very large number of accidents and incidents. Fortunately, most of the 

accidents didnôt involve serious injuries, and most importantly there 

were no reports of fatalities. For the details of these accidents and 

incidents see my Accident/Incident Summary Report located elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Members, please continue to send accident information to jtimm@azpilots.org with the date, loca-

tion, aircraft make, and type, if anyone got hurt, and with as much detail as possible. Thank you. 

It was good to note that in this past reporting period the FAA did not report any Near Mid-Air Colli-

sions.  

 

CONSTRUCTION 

Many of the airports around the state have numerous construction projects underway, or they are at 

least well into the planning stage. Unfortunately, we donôt have specific details on all these projects, 

but as the summer winds down we suggest that you always check for NOTAMS at your destination 

airport so you donôt have a big surprise when you arrive. 

APA is always working with airports around the state assisting with the updating of their Airport Mas-

ter Plans by providing the pilot and aircraft ownerôs perspective in the process. Presently Eloy Mu-

nicipal Airport is starting their Master Plan update process, and the Payson airport is wrapping up 

their Master Plan update. 

 

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO FLY FOR BREAK-

FAST: 

The fly-in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport 

(P08) is on the first Saturday of the month, and they 

started their breakfasts on October. 

On the second Saturday of the month, consider fly-

ing down to Ryan Field (RYN) near Tucson for 

breakfast or lunch at Ritchieôs Restaurant. They are 

open daily from 6 am to 2 pm to serve you. 

mailto:jtimm@azpilots.org
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The Falcon Field Warbirds Squadron have had a fly-in 

breakfast on the third weekend of the month, and it was 

restarting in October. HOWEVER, due to the recent storm 

damage at FFZ, the October breakfast is canceled, and it 

is presently undetermined when they will be able to restart 

their breakfasts. We will advise when we have better infor-

mation. 

Grapevine is open full time, but the third Saturday camping 

and cookouts are starting in October. The camp host will prepare the main course, and campers, 

please bring a side dish or dessert to share. Grapevine, which lies within a National Forest, is heavi-

ly used by the Forest Service for fighting wildfires, and the Military for Special Training. 

On the last Saturday of the month a fly-in breakfast is continuing to be put on by the Casa Grande 

Masonic Lodge in the air-conditioned Terminal of the Casa Grande Airport. 

When you fly to any of these venues, be sure to look for the Fly Arizona Passport Placard at the res-

taurant, or at the airport terminal. Scan the placard with your smart phone to get credit on the pass-

port program for being there. 

 

Check with the APA Getaway Flights program and 

online calendar for fun weekend places to fly.  

https://www.aerialengagement.com/contact-us/
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!ǊƛȊƻƴŀ{ƪƛŜǎ!ǾƛŀǝƻƴΦŎƻƳ 

 

ά/ƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƅȅΗέ 

DƭŜƴƴ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ς !ƛǊǇƭŀƴŜ ϧ IŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ /CL 
слн псо-ррну 

!ǊƛȊƻƴŀ{ƪƛŜǎ!ǾƛŀǝƻƴϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

 !ǎƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ϧ {ŜƴƛƻǊǎ 

 

mailto:arizonaskiesaviation@gmail.com
mailto:ArizonaSkiesAviation@gmail.com
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JP Instruments EDM Download to USB box 

Price: $150 

Contact: Allyn Auck 

Email: rauckit@sbcglobal.net  

As an all-volunteer organization, APA relies on the generosity of our members and volunteers to 

accomplish our mission. To ensure that weôre communicating volunteer opportunities, we will begin 

publishing a Volunteer Opportunity summary in the newsletter going forward. 

Please take a look at the volunteer opportunities listed below and reach out to the APA point of 

contact for more details if you are interested in helping out.  

Thank you in advance for your participation!  

APA Volunteer Opportunities 

Opportunities APA Point of Contact 

APA Member Services 
Mailing Donor Thank You Cards 

Mailing Membership Cards and a Welcome Letters 
Clothing Store Inventory and Shipping Orders 

Stefanie 
(stef@azpilots.org) 

Grapevine Monthly 
Camping Weekend  

Volunteer Hosts Needed! 

October '23 
(Oct. 13 & 15) 

Leanne Tawoda 

Leanne 
(leanne@azpilots.org)  

November '23 
(Nov. 17 & 19) 

Open 

December '23 
(Dec. 15 & 17) 

Daryl & Karen 

January '24 
(Jan. 19 & 21) 

Brian Schober 

February '24 
(Feb. 9 & 11) 

Mark & Stefanie Spencer 

March '24 
(Mar. 15 & 17) 

Chris Nugent 

April '24 
(Apr. 19 & 21) 

Rod Kunkel 

Airstrip Maintenance 
Volunteers Needed! 

Grapevine (88AZ) 
(General Maintenanceðwatch the APA Facebook 

page for dates) 

Mike Andresen 
(grapevine@azpilots.org) 

Red Creek 
(Fill Ruts, etc.) 

Tommy Thomason 
(redcreek@azpilots.org) 

Double Circle Ranch  
(Airstrip Shoulder Mowing - Help Needed!) 

In Work 
Thanks to Josh Leavitt  
and the Bryce Families! 
(doublecircle@azpilots.org) 

Forepaugh 
(General Strip Maintenance) 

Kit Murphy 
(forepaugh@azpilots.org) 

Sling TSI empennage kit 

Price: $4,400 

Contact: Brian Toncray 

Email: tonrayb@gmail.com  

mailto:rauckit@sbcglobal.net
mailto:stef@azpilots.org
mailto:leanne@azpilots.org
mailto:grapevine@azpilots.org
mailto:redcreek@azpilots.org
mailto:doublecircle@azpilots.org
mailto:forepaugh@azpilots.org
mailto:tonrayb@gmail.com
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Gaming the System 

 

GAJSC study of General Aviation CFIT Accidents found that a significant number of pilot fatality 

post-mortem examinations detected the presence of pre-existing medical conditions and/or prescrip-

tion and over-the-counter medication use.  A smaller number of cases revealed recreational drug 

use.  Of concern is the fact that some pilots do not disclose a com-

plete medical history and medication inventory making it impossible 

for medical examiners to determine fitness to fly.  

Outreach Month:  October 2023 

Topic: Gaming the System 

DOWNLOADS: PowerPoint Presentation Slides... 

Phraseology:  

Aviation has a unique lan-

guage designed to ensure ef-

fective communication be-

tween pilots and controllers. 

This video explores some of 

the words and phrases you 

might encounter when operat-

ing on an airport surface or 

preparing to land. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1D8-_p4f34I 

https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/2023-gaming-the-system
https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/2023-gaming-the-system
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1D8-_p4f34I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1D8-_p4f34I
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https://paysonaerofair.wixsite.com/mysite
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I am a DAR-T and work in Buckeye (10AZ) all week. I 

am able to do Field Approvals, Ferry Permits, Airworthi-

ness Certification for Standard and Experimental air-

craft, 8130 tags, Export Certificates of Airworthiness 

Certificates and Replacement Airworthiness Certifi-

cates. I am open to all ideas for Field Approvals and 

can help figure out a way to get your project approved. 

  

Steven Huff  learaviator@yahoo.com  602-390-4246 

 Fly a Helicopter! 

 Price:$ 330.00   

Contact: Glenn Roberts 

(602) 463-5528 

glennsroberts@icloud.com  

Fly Loops and Rolls! 

Price:$ 220.00 

ISO Cirrus for Rent 

Contact: Kay 

(602) 820-6286  

Email: kacorbin 

@post.harvard.edu 

Eliminate Batteries 

in ANR Headset 

Price: $35.00 

Jake McKernan 

Email: jake,mc 

kernan@cox.com  

Hangar for Rent Glendale Airport 

Contact: Michael Haubrich 

(262) 672-1956 

Email: skyboundaz@gmail.com  

1956 Cessna Straight-Tail 182 

Contact: Ron Orozco 

(520) 609-5026 

Email: ronorozco@energiatotal.com  

http://www.arizonasportplanerepair.com/
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20APA%20Newsletter
mailto:glennsroberts@icloud.com
mailto:kacorbin@post.harvard.edu
mailto:kacorbin@post.harvard.edu
mailto:jake.mckernan@cox.net
mailto:jake.mckernan@cox.net
mailto:skyboundaz@gmail.com
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com
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By Mike McCann 

 

September breakfast flight ï Seligman, 

Arizona 

On September 23, a number of adventure-

some pilots (and co-pilots) ventured up to 

Seligman for our first APA breakfast flight.  

The flight was originally scheduled for Sep-

tember 9, but was cancelled due to record 

temperatures and density altitude concerns.  

Two weeks later, the weather was very ñnon-

Arizonaò with rain cells enroute and overcast 

skies.  That said, our group departed from 

four different Valley airports and all made it to 

Seligman.   

Seligman airport is uncontrolled and field ele-

vation is approximately 5,200 ft. The single 

runway is nicely paved (4,800 ft long) and 

there's plenty of tie downs for aircraft. P23 is 

part of APA's AZ Passport program and sev-

eral in our 

group who had 

never been to 

P23 were able 

to log Selig-

man into their 

Passport app! 

Everyone had 

a great    

breakfast at 

the famous 

Westside Lilos.   

Day Trip Activities:  

Seligman and Marble Canyon 

Featured  
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November 18 day trip to Marble Canyon, Arizona 

Our next day trip will occur on November 18 to Marble Canyon, Ari-

zona.  If you havenôt had the opportunity to visit Marble Canyon, it is 

an incredibly beautiful spot at the beginning of the Grand Canyon 

near Leeôs Ferry.  Our plan is to arrive at 9:00am with a very short 

walk to the Navajo Bridge (which spans the Colorado River).  Con-

dors nest in the walls below the bridge and its great fun to watch 

the river rafters pass below.  There is also a Navajo Bridge Interpre-

tive Visitors Center as well as some souvenir shops.  The Marble 

Canyon Lodge includes a restaurant which opens at 11:00am for 

lunch.  Weôll plan to eat at 11:00am and depart afterwards. 

The APA newsletter in June, 2018, published a very detailed and 

well written article about Marble Canyon including flight information.  

Rather than recreate the same information, Iôve included portions of 

that article (below) for those thinking about making the flight.  The airspace around Marble Canyon 

Airport (L41) is part of the Grand Canyon protected airspace (SFRA) so flying into L41 does require 

some study and attention by each pilot. 

 

Excerpts from APAôs June, 2018, article about flying into Marble Canyon: 

Marble Canyon is an incredibly unique location, smack dab in 

the Grand Canyon. While the majority of the Grand Canyon is 

off-limits to lower-level flight without a tour operator permit, ap-

proach and departure from the Canyonôs few airports is ex-

empted from the Special Flight Rules Area (SFRA). The airport 

is strategically located within walking distance of the Navajo 

Bridge in the Glen Canyon National Monument and just down 

river from Lees Ferry. 

Marble Canyon was placed on the map back in the 1870ôs. 

Settlers from Utah began to cross into Arizona and found the 

Colorado River nearly impassable. In 1927, construction of 

what is now known as Navajo Bridge was begun.  In 1929, the 

bridge was opened as the highest steel arch bridge in the 

world and was a welcomed with a festive celebration. 

As vehicles became larger and the bridge aged over the 

following 60+ years, planning for a larger bridge began. 

In 1993, construction started on a new and wider bridge 

only feet away from the existing bridge with nearly the 

same style. In 1995, the new bridge opened and is now 

the primary means of crossing the Colorado River on AZ 

89a. The original bridge is still open, but only to pedestri-

an traffic. These bridges offer breathtaking views of the 

river 500 feet below with sheer cliffs opposing each 

bank. 
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While the Navajo Bridge alone is worth the visit, the Mar-

ble Canyon Lodge is a great hub for activities and food. It 

doubles as a resting point on AZ 89a with a gas station, 

trading post, hotel and restaurant. Though the airstrip 

records date prior to 1959, the history of the airstrip is not 

clear. 

Navigating to L41 is straightforward, though there are 

some airspace considerations. It lies approximately 

190NM North of Phoenix. The Sunny MOA lies between 

Flagstaff and Marble Canyon, so it is imperative to re-

main vigilant for low-level military flights. Additionally, the 

southeastern boundary of the Grand Canyon SFRA 

comes within 3 1/2 miles of the Sunny MOA, leaving a 

relatively narrow corridor to transit North. Again, vigilance 

for traffic is vital. 

Though the SFRA generally prohibits operations within 3000ô AGL, exceptions are made for takeoffs 

and landings to the Canyon airports. Specifically noted on the Grand Canyon VFR Aeronautical 

Chart, ñLandings/Take-off operations below 3000ô above 

airport elevation within 3NM of the airport are authorized 

by the 14 CFR section 93ò. L41 is included. 

Arriving from the South, the terrain gently slopes up-

wards to about 6700ô MSL before abruptly dropping near 

vertically to form the South Rim of the Grand Canyon. 

L41 sits at 3600ô MSL, and because of its location within 

the SFRA and the above-stated 3NM rule for altitude, the 

descent will be brisk. Because of the canyon wall, there 

may be significant updrafts or downdrafts in the vicinity of 

the wall. Runway 3/21 is on a 1.3Á gradient with the ap-

proach end of Runway 21 being the high point. The run-

way is 3715ô x 35ô and has been recently resurfaced. While the pavement is in good condition, the 

underlying surface is bumpy. Approaches are typically made on Runway 03 due to the upslope. The 

terrain before and after the runway is not suitable for over or underruns, so pilots should become 

proficient in go-around procedures. Also, the elevation of the airport combined with Arizona sum-

mers leads to significant density altitude considerations. 

Once on the field, taxi to the far end of Runway 3 for tie 

downs. There is room for several aircraft both on the 

ramp, or pushed back onto the surrounding dirt. Keep in 

mind, this area is used as a turnaround for charter and 

tour aircraft, so push back as far as possible. There is no 

FBO and no fuel available on the field. Page (PGA) is 

only 13NM Northeast and has fuel available. A short walk 

across the street brings you to the Marble Canyon Lodge 

for food and supplies. There are $5 and $10 landing/tie-

down fees for singles and twins, respectively. $5 allows 
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for a helicopter. Some pilots report the fee is waived with 

a food purchase, but others report having paid the fee. 

Aircraft departure is typically down Runway 21. This al-

lows for a downhill departure. Of course, best judgement 

is needed for prevalent winds and traffic. Keep in mind, 

the SFRA altitude restrictions on departure. Depending 

on aircraft performance, a gentle climbing spiral over the 

airport may be necessary to clear the canyon walls with-

out exceeding the 3NM distance from the airport. Again, 

use best judgement. 

End of Excerpt 

 

Feel free to contact me with any questions (daytrips@azpilots.org) and we'll look forward to a fun 

day trip on November 18! 

 

Safe flying, 

https://partner91.com/
mailto:daytrips@azpilots.org
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https://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2023/10/26/54033/-/ga-pilot-winter-prep-virtual-workshop
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From the Deer Valley Pilots Association: 

Many of us flying out of Phoenix-Deer Valley have benefit-

ed from the expertise and aviation parts provided by Ka-

ren Cassels at her store, Aerozona Parts and Service.  It 

is with great sadness that we have learned Karen passed 

away unexpectedly on Wednesday, September 20
th
.  

Since she took over the business in 1996, she has served 

the aviation community throughout the valley.  Her excep-

tional knowledge of aircraft, aircraft systems, and the 

parts needed to support them will be missed terribly.  We 

at the Deer Valley Pilots Association would like to send 

our deepest condolences to her husband, Bill Cassels, 

and their children, Missy, Cassy, and Dessy. 

A service was held on October 4
th
 to honor Karen, and 

several poems she wrote herself were included. The turn-
out would have made Karen proud, with family, friends, 
and a broad representation from the local pilot community.   

Karen Cassels 

https://www.thepilotclinic.com/


 нм 

 

https://cityofdeming.org/


 нн 

 

Short Final  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !t!Φ 

By Howard Deevers 

 

We have all heard that term: A Line in the Sand. In old Westerns or oth-

er movies, a ñline in the sandò (or dirt) was used to signify a territory or 

area where crossing that ñlineò would be cause for a conflict or a fight. I 

can even remember two boys in a grade school class drawing a line in 

the dirt on the playground to settle some dispute they were having. I 

don't remember the outcome of that conflict. Just as well. 

In aviation we have many ñLines in the Sandò at airports. These are 

lines that we should not cross without permission from the ground or tower controller, usually at plac-

es on the airport where conflicts with other aircraft could occur. Probably the most prominent line is 

the ñHold Shortò line just before entering an active runway. Of course, we are talking about airports 

that do have control towers and ground controllers. Non towered airports also have lines, but we will 

get to them later. 

Section 3 of your Airman Information Manual (AIM) is full of explanations and pictures of airport 

markings. You may even be asked questions about runway identification during a check ride. Your 

instructor should start explaining runway and taxi way marking and identifications on your first flying 

lesson. There is a lot of information to digest, and we don't expect you to learn it all in one lesson.  

There is no sand at the airport. The lines we are talking about will be painted on the surface and in a 

design that you should easily identify. Just like everything else in aviation, signs and markings have 

evolved over time and standards have been made to be sure that signs and markings are all familiar 

to you no matter what airport you fly 

into. I do suggest that you spend a 

little time reading sections 2 of the 

AIM and find out those things that 

your instructor did not teach you. 

And remember, at control towered 

airports we have assistance availa-

ble to us at the push of a button. 

Never be afraid to ask for clarifica-

tion of taxi, or take-off, instructions 

from your ground or tower controller. 

If you are not familiar with an airport, 

you can request ñprogressive taxi 

instructionsò from Ground Control to 

help you get to where you need to 

be. They will help you. 

A Line in the Sand 
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It is not just paint on the pavement that we need to know about. There 

are six types of signs installed on airfields: Mandatory Instruction signs; 

Location Signs; Destination Signs; Direction Signs; Information Signs; 

and Runway Distance Remaining Signs.  

The really important signs will be a RED background with WHITE letter-

ing, or numbers, such as the runway number you are about to cross or 

enter. In addition to that sign there will be a HOLD SHORT line on the 

pavement that will be two solid lines and two dashed lines. The solid 

lines are there as that ñline in the sandò that you do not cross without 

permission from the tower or ground controller. The dashed lines are the lines that you must cross in 

order to be fully clear of the runway you just exited. At larger and busier airports where runway incur-

sions have taken place, you may find additional indicators to get your attention. Some have in the 

ground flashing lights or lead up stripes to the hold short point. These are all designed to alert you 

that there is something very important at this point on the airport.  

If any part of your airplane goes over this hold short line, it is considered a runway incursion, and will 

result in a violation. Consider it like running a red light in your car, and a police officer stops you. You 

are going to get a ticket for running that red light. If there is crossing traffic at that intersection you 

could cause an accident. If there is landing traffic on final approach to the airport and you cross that 

line, it could result in serious damage to two airplanes, or, if the Tower sees the incident and has the 

approaching traffic go around, you are still in violation. You have ñcrossed that line in the sand.ò 

At non towered airports, the signs and markings may not be as prominent as those at a busy tow-

ered airport, but the meaning is still the same. The Arizona Pilots Association, and the FAASTeam 

have presented many seminars on operations at non towered airports. The FAA is working very hard 

to get all airports to have the same standard markings and signs. Once you understand the signs 

and markings at your airport, you should be able to go to any airport and feel right at home.  

At control towered airports you can always ask the ground or tower to repeat or clarify any instruc-

tions. They may sound a bit annoyed at this, but that IS what they are paid to do. Another good way 

to learn about runway markings and signs, and the tower operations, is to ask for a Tower Tour. If 

you do ask, be sure to ask for a time when the Tower is not so busy. At larger, very busy airports, the 

controllers may not have the time to answer 

questions or explain operations and con-

cerns. When they are not so busy, they will 

be happy to have you.  

Your ARIZONA PILOTS ASSOCIATION has 

presented many seminars on runway incur-

sions and will be doing that again. Check the 

website and look for a seminar near you. 

They are free and do count for the WINGS 

Program. And don't forget to ñbring your wing-

man.ò 

H˛wˉrʋ 
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Just to be clear, the opinions and statements made within my articles are strictly mine and may not 

necessarily reflect any policy or position of the Arizona Pilots Association. 

 

Please, keep safety on your mind at all times, and remember, ñSafety is no accident.ò  Preflight 

briefings, which include weather briefings, are essential to that safety mantra. You have heard me 

say many times that the short, easy flight from the valley up to northern Arizona, and particularly into 

Flag, can catch you by surprise. With winter approaching, the weather can be significantly different 

in that 100-mile, 45-minute flight. Winter conditions up here can be, um, challenging. Snow showers, 

snowstorms, snow covered runways, taxiways and ramps, lots of ice, especially black ice, on the 

taxiways and ramps as a result of daily heating and overnight freezing. Parking overnight? Well, very 

cold temperatures, potential frost and hard starting are all early morning issues and need to be care-

fully mitigated and/or planned for. Temperature swings of 40 plus degrees are almost normal all win-

ter, ranging from 0 degrees overnight to 40 plus degrees when the sun comes up. So, if you plan to 

come up to Flagstaff, please, please check NOTAMs! Like I mentioned in last monthôs article, the 

tower is currently suffering through a staffing shortage, that, often, during the day, closes tower oper-

ations for short durations (usually 30-45 or so minutes), turning us into a non-towered, non-radar, 

class G airspace operation. This requires you to pay very close attention to traffic pattern operations, 

for possible practice instrument approaches, helicopter operations and, of course, the commuter jet 

traffic. For those short periods of non-towered airport operations, extra special vigilance is required! 

More radio and self-announcements may be, 

and should be, required to keep everyone in-

formed of where you are and what your inten-

tions are, but good radio technique and phra-

seology is also required so as to NOT be con-

fusing or tying up radio time for other aircraft. 

Another tidbit ï As mentioned last month, the 

Flagstaff area is a non-radar environment, es-

pecially below 9000 feet (for a variety of rea-

sons not covered here), so position reporting 

is very important when checking in with the 

tower or when the tower is not in operation! 

GAARMS  

REPORT 

By Fred Gibbs 
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We strongly recommend you contact the tow-

er or broadcast your position at least 10 miles 

out with your position in reference to the air-

port, i.e., 10 miles SOUTH, and to include 

your altitude, i.e., at 9500 feet. For your edifi-

cation, the tower does not need your altitude, 

but other aircraft coming to, or leaving from, 

Flagstaff will certainly appreciate it. If you 

donôt give the tower all that information on 

your initial call, it most likely will necessitate 

ANOTHER radio call from the tower to get 

that information, further tying up the frequen-

cy. On that initial call, a precise position re-

port can alleviate a lot of extraneous radio 

chatter and significantly improve services at 

the airport. An initial call to the tower saying ñN12345 is with you on the visualò will generate at least 

two more radio calls from the tower that you will need to respond to, certainly tying up the frequency 

much longer than one precise initial call! 

Also, with the FAA now putting very high emphasis on runway incursions because of the many incur-

sions and near misses that have occurred over the past couple of months, you may see more de-

layed departure (takeoff) clearances. Towers will be very closely watching the spacing issue for arri-

vals, and here at Flag, for example, once the commuter jet reports their 5-mile final position report, 

you will most likely have to wait until they land, roll to the end of the runway, and are clear of the run-

way before getting your òCleared for takeoffò clearance. That is just the way it isé. And you will 

NEVER get a ñTaxi into position and holdò or a ñLine up and waitò clearance here at Flagstaff, ever! 

On another subject, with winter coming, the airline operation will most likely involve de-icing every 

morning. The CRJ-700ôs on the terminal ramp are occasionally pushed back onto the taxiway lead-

ing into the West Complex (hangar area) or across the taxiway onto the ramp area right next to the 

taxiway for their de-icing process. This does, on occasion, create a bottleneck on the taxiway lead-

ing into and out of the West Complex 

hangars and shades. Thusly, the following 

procedures are recommended ï  

If you are coming out of the West Com-

plex, and just for clarity, you would be on 

the west taxiway, NOT Alpha 6. The west 

taxiway, ironically, just happens to align 

with Alpha 6 upon connecting to taxiway 

Alpha (See arrow #1). Alpha 6 is the con-

nector between taxiway Alpha and the run-

way.  

The recommended procedure coming out 

of the Runway Safety Action Team (RSAT) 

is to contact Ground early for taxi clear-

ance, i.e., before reaching the blue gate or 




































