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Presidentôs Report  

Greetings, 

Itôs hard to believe that 2023 is coming to a close and the new year will 

be here before we know it. The winter flying weather has been stellar 

lately, and letôs hope it continues for the foreseeable future.  

Before we finish out this year, the APA team will be busy again this 

month closing out the 2023 Scholarship cycle. We had another good 

turnout this year with forty-one applications received. Although many of 

the students are seeking careers as airline pilots, there are those that 

want to become professional CFIôs or focus on the other aspects of fly-

ing, such as aerial firefighting or flying for organizations such as the US 

Forest Service. Weôve also seen a steady uptick in students interested in 

becoming aviation maintenance professionals, which is very encouraging 

since that is predicted to be the next talent shortfall in the aviation indus-

try. The Scholarship committee is nearing completion of its work in reviewing and scoring the appli-

cations, and weôll update you on the winners in the January edition of the newsletter.   

As you probably know, the Scholarship program is solely funded by membership donations. As we 

get close to the end of the tax year, please consider making a tax-deductible donation to the Schol-

arship fund so that we can continue to support the next generation of Arizona aviation professionals. 

Every dollar donated goes directly to scholarships which are a critical part of APAôs mission. 

I would be remiss if I didnôt take a moment to thank 

all our volunteers. They contribute a lot of time and 

energy to making APA successful. Whether itôs 

hosting our fly-in events, doing airstrip maintenance 

to sending membership thank you cards, they are 

critical to keeping APA viable as the voice of Gen-

eral Aviation in Arizona. Last but certainly not least, 

a special thanks to our newsletter editor, Cathy Pa-

radee, who works hard to keep us on all on track 

with the monthly newsletter publication ï thanks 

Cathy! And if you are interested in joining our volun-

teer team, please let us know! 

Happy Holidays and Fly Safe!  

Fly Safe, 

C˓ˠiʟ 

https://azpilots.org/donate
https://azpilots.org/donate
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Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð December 2023 

 
 

Lately, Saturday mornings have been great for flying out for the 

weekend breakfasts, except for one Saturday when the weather 

was a bit questionable, and a number opted to go to the local 

IHOP instead of flying. The flying conditions are just what we 

have been waiting for during the past long, hot summer. So now 

letôs get out there and go flying! 

Iôm sure you have noticed, but since just before Thanksgiving 

the winter visitors have been arriving. If we donôt have enough 

air traffic as it is, now we have the northern population that 

doesnôt want to put up with the snow and cold, and are free to escape, are now showing up. 

Please be safe and keep your eyes open for this slight up-tic in traffic. Some may not be aware of 

the crowded skies we share in Arizona. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

FAA 

Iôm sure youôve heard, the FAA has extended the comment period on the Modernization of Special 

Airworthiness Certification (MOSAIC) Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) to January 22, 

2024. Itôs important that you to review the document if you have even a slight interest in the sub-

ject, and submit your comments to this new rule because, when the rule is implemented, it will 

have a significant impact on what type of aircraft can be flown by Light Sport Aircraft Pilots. Be-

cause the document is a bit long, some of the alphabet organizations (AOPA, EAA) have devel-

oped a synopsis of the NPRM to assist you in your review of the rule. 

 

AIRSPACE 

Presently Iôm not aware of any FAA regulation changes, or proposals for changes, that could nega-

tively impact our flying activities. I certainly hope 

this status quo continues.  

Because we are entering an election year, and Ari-

zona is purported to be a swing state, the President 

may be here, along with his VIP TFR. Be aware 

that these VIP TFRs are administered by the Se-

cret Service, NOT the FAA, and these TFRôs are 

indeed serious, and administered by serious indi-

viduals, and must be avoided at all costs. 

The Tucson International Airport (TUS) was sup-
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posed to have renumbered itôs runways on November 30, 

2023. Runway 11L-29R will be renumbered 12-30, and the 

crosswind runway 3-21 will be renumbered 4-22. Runway 

11R-29L is planned to be closed for two years for replace-

ment. This renumbering is the result of a slight, and normal, 

shift in the magnetic variation.  

 

SAFETY 

The pilot deviations seem to have gotten out of hand this 

past reporting period as there were thirty-five deviations. 

Usually there are about eighteen to twenty per month. I just 

continue to be amazed to see some of the things that pilots 

will do while flying. Often, they just donôt seem to be aware of what type of airspace they are flying 

in, or are about to enter, or understand what is required of them. Pilots need to listen carefully to ATC 

instructions and follow them, and if you canôt comply, immediately tell the controller why you canôt. 

Pilots need to be aware that when flying in controlled airspace, a pilot should never be creative, but 

first tell ATC before doing something that differs from the instructions given. Always know what type 

of airspace you are flying in and know what the controller may be expecting of you. Pay attention to 

airport signs, and runway markings, and know what they mean, and comply with them. Always fly 

with forethought and caution.  

In summary, the pilot deviations this reporting period are: 

7 IFR Deviations  3 Brashers 

4 Class Bravo Airspace Deviations  3 Brashers 

1 Class Charlie Airspace Deviation  No Brasher 

6 Class Delta Airspace Deviations  3 Brashers 

1 Air Traffic Control Instructions  1 Brasher 

14 Runway Incursions  5 Brashers 

1 Movement Area Deviation  No Brasher 

1 Vehicle on A Runway  No Brasher 

 

For the details of these deviations see my Pilot De-

viations Report located elsewhere in this newsletter. 

This past month general aviation safety was not the 

best because of the rather large number of acci-

dents and incidents that occurred. Contained in the 

report this month is the synopsis of a fatal accident 

that involved an Arizona pilot that occurred outside 

the state of Arizona.  

For the details of these accidents and incidents see 
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my Accident/Incident Summary Report locat-

ed elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Members, please continue to send accident 

information to jtimm@azpilots.org with the 

date, location, aircraft make, and type, if any-

one got hurt, and with as much detail as pos-

sible. Thank you. 

It was indeed fortunate that in this past report-

ing period the FAA did not report any Near 

Mid-Air Collisions.  

 

CONSTRUCTION 

We would like to remind everyone that on November 30, 2023, Tucson International Airport (TUS) 

was supposed to be renumbering their runways and would be closing runway 11R-29L, the primarily 

runway used by small general aviation aircraft. Runway 11R-29L will be closed for two years be-

cause it will be demolished and replaced with a runway 150 feet wide and 11,000 feet long. They 

are suggesting that pilots who want to practice approaches, taxi backs, or touch-and-go landings 

use Ryan Field (RYN) for the duration. 

Itôs that time of the year when airports around the state have construction projects underway, or at 

least well into the planning stage. Unfortunately, we donôt have any specific details on all of these 

projects, but we certainly suggest that you always check for NOTAMS at your destination airport so 

you donôt have an unexpected surprise when you arrive. 

APA is working with airports around the state assisting with the updating of their Airport Master 

Plans by providing the pilot, and aircraft ownerôs perspective in the process. Payson will be having 

their final Master Plane Update meeting this month, and Eloy, and Sierra Vista Municipal Airports 

are just starting their Master Plan update process. 

 

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO FLY FOR BREAKFAST: 

The fly-in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport (P08) is on the first Saturday of the month.  

On the second Saturday of the month, consider flying down to Ryan Field (RYN) near Tucson for 

breakfast or lunch at Ritchieôs Restaurant. They are open daily from 6 am to 2 pm to serve you. 

The Falcon Field Warbirds Squadron normally has had a 

fly-in breakfast on the third weekend of the month, and it 

was planned to start in October, but because of the storm 

damage at FFZ, the October breakfast was canceled, and 

it is presently undetermined when they will be able to re-

start their breakfasts. We will advise when we have new 

information. 

Grapevine is open full time, and the third Saturday week-

end camping and cookouts have started. The camp host 

 ά 
tƛƭƻǘǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƻ !¢/ 

ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ 

ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƭȅΣ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜǊ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘΦ 

έ    

mailto:jtimm@azpilots.org
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JP Instruments EDM Download to USB box 

Price: $150 

Contact: Allyn Auck 

Email: rauckit@sbcglobal.net  

J˔ʗ 

ISO Cirrus for Rent 

Contact: Kay 

(602) 820-6286  

Email: kacorbin 

@post.harvard.edu 

Eliminate Batteries 

in ANR Headset 

Price: $35.00 

Jake McKernan 

Email: jake,mc 

kernan@cox.com  

will prepare the main course, and campers, please bring a 

side dish or dessert to share. Grapevine, which lies within a 

National Forest, is heavily used by the Forest Service for 

fighting wildfires, and the Military for Special Training. 

On the last Saturday of the month a fly-in breakfast is contin-

uing to be put on by the Casa Grande Masonic Lodge in the 

air-conditioned Terminal of the Casa Grande Airport. 

When you fly to any of these venues, be sure to look for the 

Fly Arizona Passport Placard at the restaurant, and at the airport terminal. Scan the placard with 

your smart phone app to get credit on the passport program for being there. 

 

Check with the APA Getaway Flights program and 

online calendar for fun weekend places to fly.  

Sling TSI empennage kit 

Price: $4,400 

Contact: Brian Toncray 

Email: tonrayb@gmail.com  

mailto:rauckit@sbcglobal.net
http://www.arizonasportplanerepair.com/
mailto:kacorbin@post.harvard.edu
mailto:kacorbin@post.harvard.edu
mailto:jake.mckernan@cox.net
mailto:jake.mckernan@cox.net
mailto:tonrayb@gmail.com


 у 

 

 
 
 
 

!ǊƛȊƻƴŀ{ƪƛŜǎ!ǾƛŀǝƻƴΦŎƻƳ 

 

ά/ƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƅȅΗέ 

DƭŜƴƴ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ς !ƛǊǇƭŀƴŜ ϧ IŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ /CL 
слн псо-ррну 

!ǊƛȊƻƴŀ{ƪƛŜǎ!ǾƛŀǝƻƴϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

 !ǎƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ϧ {ŜƴƛƻǊǎ 

 

mailto:arizonaskiesaviation@gmail.com
mailto:ArizonaSkiesAviation@gmail.com
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As an all-volunteer organization, APA relies on the generosity of our members and volunteers to 

accomplish our mission. To ensure that weôre communicating volunteer opportunities, we will begin 

publishing a Volunteer Opportunity summary in the newsletter going forward. 

Please take a look at the volunteer opportunities listed below and reach out to the APA point of 

contact for more details if you are interested in helping out.  

Thank you in advance for your participation!  

APA Volunteer Opportunities 

Opportunities APA Point of Contact 

APA Member Services 
Mailing Donor Thank You Cards 

Mailing Membership Cards and a Welcome Letters 
Clothing Store Inventory and Shipping Orders 

Stefanie 
(stef@azpilots.org) 

Grapevine Monthly 
Camping Weekend  

Volunteer Hosts Needed! 

Leanne 
(leanne@azpilots.org)  

December '23 
(Dec. 15 & 17) 

Daryl & Karen 

January '24 
(Jan. 19 & 21) 

Brian Schober 

February '24 
(Feb. 9 & 11) 

Mark & Stefanie Spencer 

March '24 
(Mar. 15 & 17) 

Chris Nugent 

April '24 
(Apr. 19 & 21) 

Rod Kunkel 

Airstrip Maintenance 
Volunteers Needed! 

Grapevine (88AZ) 
(General Maintenanceðwatch the APA Facebook 

page for dates) 

Mike Andresen 
(grapevine@azpilots.org) 

Red Creek 
(Fill Ruts, etc.) 

Tommy Thomason 
(redcreek@azpilots.org) 

Double Circle Ranch  
(Airstrip Shoulder Mowing - Help Needed!) 

In Work 
Thanks to Josh Leavitt  
and the Bryce Families! 
(doublecircle@azpilots.org) 

Forepaugh 
(General Strip Maintenance) 

Kit Murphy 
(forepaugh@azpilots.org) 

I am a DAR-T and work in Buckeye (10AZ) all week. I 

am able to do Field Approvals, Ferry Permits, Airworthi-

ness Certification for Standard and Experimental air-

craft, 8130 tags, Export Certificates of Airworthiness 

Certificates and Replacement Airworthiness Certifi-

cates. I am open to all ideas for Field Approvals and 

can help figure out a way to get your project approved. 

  

Steven Huff  learaviator@yahoo.com  602-390-4246 

mailto:stef@azpilots.org
mailto:leanne@azpilots.org
mailto:grapevine@azpilots.org
mailto:redcreek@azpilots.org
mailto:doublecircle@azpilots.org
mailto:forepaugh@azpilots.org
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20APA%20Newsletter
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https://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2024/01/13/54047/-/a-day-with-wally-funk-at-mesa
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Making the Numbers 

 

The FAA and industry will conduct a public education 

campaign emphasizing the best practices for determining/

predicting aircraft performance.  

 

Outreach Month:  December 2023 

Topic: Making the Numbers 

DOWNLOADS: PowerPoint Presentation Slides... 

Winter Weather Challenges:  

Failure to properly prepare for 

and execute appropriate cold 

weather airport operations has 

led to runway incursions, re-

sulting in collisions with snow 

removal or maintenance oper-

ators, and serious runway ex-

cursion accidents. This video 

reviews several risk factors 

present during winter weather 

and how to stay safe during 

the cooler seasons. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VVNQICtVEK0 

https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/2023-december-making-the-numbers
https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/2023-december-making-the-numbers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VVNQICtVEK0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VVNQICtVEK0
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CƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƅȅƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ aŜȄƛŎƻ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ 

ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ǇŀƎŜΦ 

9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ IŀŎƛŜƴŘŀ ŘŜ ƭƻǎ {ŀƴǘƻǎ 

https://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2024/01/17/54039/-/alamos-music-festival
https://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2024/01/17/54039/-/alamos-music-festival
https://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2024/01/17/54039/-/alamos-music-festival
https://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2024/01/17/54039/-/alamos-music-festival
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By Mike McCann 

APA Day-Trip Coordinator 

 

12/2/23 - Marble Canyon, AZ 

On Saturday, December 2 we had a wonderful day trip to Marble Canyon, AZ.  Perfect weather ex-

isted along the entire route, and aircraft came from numerous directions including southern Utah, 

Lake Havasu, and multiple Phoenix area airports.  In total, 10 aircraft and 15 pilots and passengers 

arrived at L41. 

Day Trip News 

Featured  

!0! ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ -ÁÒÂÌÅ #ÁÎÙÏÎ ÔÁÒÍÁÃ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÐÁÒËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ υτ ÁÉÒÃÒÁÆÔ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÁÉÒÓÔÒÉÐȢ  
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Located just 20 miles southwest of Page, AZ, Marble Canyon is considered ñthe beginning of the 

Grand Canyon.ò   The airport is approximately 1,500 vertical feet below the canyon rims and the de-

scent must be planned well ahead due to airspace restrictions in the canyon. 

The views were amazing, both from the air and once we landed at L41.  Even better, winds were 

calm at the airport, something that is a bit rare for this airport.  A short, 10-minute walk from the air-

strip took everyone to the Navajo Bridge which spans the Colorado River.  Originally a bridge for ve-

hicular traffic, the bridge today is limited to pedestrian traffic, which made for wonderful sightseeing. 

!ÍÁÚÉÎÇ ÖÉÅ×Ó ÁÓ ÙÏÕ ÇÅÔ ÃÌÏÓÅÒ ÔÏ -ÁÒÂÌÅ #ÁÎÙÏÎ ÁÉÒÐÏÒÔȢ  

!0! ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ .ÁÖÁÊÏ "ÒÉÄÇÅ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÓÐÁÎÓ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ #ÏÌÏÒÁÄÏ 2ÉÖÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ ÒÏÃË ×ÁÌÌÓȢ  
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After spending some enjoyable time on the Navajo Bridge, everyone made their way back to the 

Marble Canyon Lodge (adjacent to the airstrip) for lunch.  Although the restaurant was undergoing 

extension remodeling, they were ready and waiting for us.  Everyone enjoyed the home cooking and 

conversation until it was time to head back to the airstrip. 

The group departed around 12:30pm having spent a very enjoyable three hours at Marble Canyon.  

Winds remained calm throughout the morning with everyone departing to the Southwest on runway 

21. 

6ÉÅ×Ó ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÌÏÒÁÄÏ 2ÉÖÅÒ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ .ÁÖÁÊÏ "ÒÉÄÇÅȢ  

)ÎÓÉÄÅ ÔÈÅ -ÁÒÂÌÅ #ÁÎÙÏÎ ÒÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÓÏÍÅ ÇÏÏÄ ÆÏÏÄ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÌÁØÉÎÇ ÃÏÎÖÅÒÓÁÔÉÏÎȢ  
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Mʳɲʍ 

In summary, everyone agreed that the combination of unique geology, beautiful cliff formations, the 

Colorado river, and a convenient and good restaurant made Marble Canyon a place many would like 

to return back to in the future. 

Thanks to all that participated on this fun day trip!  Iôm working on the next day trip destination 

(anticipated for early February).  Stay tuned for upcoming details in the very near future. 

!0! ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÄÅÐÁÒÔÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ,ψυ ÒÕÎ×ÁÙ ɉχωȭ ×ÉÄÅɊȢ  

https://www.aerialengagement.com/contact-us/
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https://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2024/02/16/54046/-/buckeye-air-fair
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 Fly a Helicopter! 

 Price:$ 330.00   

Contact: Glenn Roberts 

(602) 463-5528 

glennsroberts@icloud.com  

Fly Loops and Rolls! 

Price:$ 220.00 

Hangar for Rent Glendale Airport 

Contact: Michael Haubrich 

(262) 672-1956 

Email: skyboundaz@gmail.com  

1956 Cessna Straight-Tail 182 

Contact: Ron Orozco 

(520) 609-5026 

Email: ronorozco@energiatotal.com  

https://partner91.com/
mailto:glennsroberts@icloud.com
mailto:skyboundaz@gmail.com
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com
https://www.thepilotclinic.com/
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Thank you to Chris Mehling  for this monthõs photos! 

Where will you go next? Send your photos to newsletter@azpilots.org ! 

mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org
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https://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2024/01/20/54037/-/wickenburg-fly-in-and-classic-car-show
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Short Final  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !t!Φ 

By Howard Deevers 

 

Our introduction to aviation can come from many different sources. 

Some of us grew up in aviation families, where a parent, grandparent, or 

other relative was already involved in aviation in some manner as a pri-

vate pilot, airline pilot, mechanic, or even military-related flying. Others 

gain an interest in aviation by simply looking at airplanes, building mod-

els, reading adventure stories, or other exposures.  

Our first flight in an airplane is probably a memorable event, no matter 

when or where you had that flight. I can still remember my first flight in an airplane: it was a J3 Piper 

Cub, with no radios, no electrical system, had to be hand propped to start it, and it was on a grass 

field in Eastern Iowa about 1948. My uncle was a veteran of WWII and was a tail gunner on a B-17. 

He probably got his Private Pilot license in Tucson, AZ, right after the war ended. He had borrowed 

the Cub from a friend in St. Louis, MO, and followed the Mississippi River north to Davenport, Iowa, 

and landed on a grass airport that no longer exists today. Why do I remember that flight? Because I 

was both afraid and filled with joy. Afraid of the unknown but filled with joy of being in the air looking 

down. The flight could not have been very long, probably less than 30 minutes.  

I did not fly again until I was a senior in High School, and this time on a United Airlines flight from 

Des Moines, Iowa, to Moline, Illinois. My next flight was again a few years later, with a friend in his 

Cessna 120, also with no radios, but it did have a starter. It was a flight from Davenport to Cedar 

Rapids and back. Knowing how long it would have taken me to drive that, and how quickly we made 

it in an airplane, hooked my interest in aviation even more.  

Through WWII, railroad travel was the top public transportation. After WWII, aviation quickly gained 

the interest of the public as airplanes became more useful, more comfortable, and traveled to more 

places. Aviation had growing pains during the 50's and into the 60's, until we finally had the safe, fast 

travel system that we have today.  

When I fly General Aviation across the country, I find joy in 

that. I can see the country (unless IFR of course). I talk to 

air traffic controllers and monitor other aircraft on the same 

frequencies. I find joy in doing the flight planning, getting 

weather information, and then actually doing the flight. I 

like to be able to see out of the plane.  

When I fly on Commercial airlines, there is little joy, unless 

I am sitting by a window and can see out. I am always be-

wildered by those travelers that pull down the shades and 

never look out of the airplane. I do realize that at 38,000 

The Joy of Aviation  










































