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President’s Report  

As Jim Timm notes in his Executive Director’s report, summer is upon us 

with temperatures already in the triple digits. Although the warm weather 

doesn’t bring flying to a halt, it does shift our perspective in terms of when 

and where we fly with very early morning departures being the norm. It 

should also bring the issues associated with high temperatures and den-

sity altitudes to the forefront of our thinking when we are doing our sum-

mer flight planning.  

With this in mind, I recently took the opportunity to do a refresher review 

of the “Performance” section of my airplanes POH. The Carbon Cub is 

certainly no slouch when it comes to climb and field performance. Howev-

er, I know we can become complacent and assume the airplane will con-

sistently deliver that performance in all conditions. Doing some sample 

takeoff and landing performance calculations at high ambient temperatures and density altitudes 

yields some surprising decreases in climb performance and significant increases in takeoff and land-

ing distances. Probably not an issue in the flatlands but it certainly could be in the Arizona high 

country. If you haven’t taken the time to review your airplanes POH, its performance and operating 

practices at high density altitudes, it’s well worth the time invested. 

Although the summer heat can tend to reduce flying activity, Mike McCann will be organizing some 

Day Trip breakfast flights to Seligman, Show Low and San Carlos – watch our FB page for updates 

on these events. And of course, Air Venture is right around the corner. I’ll be making the annual pil-

grimage to Oshkosh, and I know that many APA members will be attending as well. Please be sure 

to allow some time in your schedule to stop by the 

Recreational Aviation Foundation booth and intro-

duce yourself as an APA member. I’m personally 

very proud of the partnership we have with the RAF 

to maintain our backcountry resources and support 

General Aviation as a whole. I look forward to see-

ing you there! 

Fly Safe! 

Chris 

Got great aviation photos that you’d like to share? 

newsletter@azpilots.org 

mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org
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https://bit.ly/3Kcwkxk
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Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm — June 2024 

 
 

Well, summer seems to be coming rapidly upon us, and the out-

door fly in breakfasts have come to an end. Now is the time to 

concentrate on the higher elevation venues along with the usual 

airports that have a restaurant on them. No matter where we go 

now, there are always a bunch of bugs to clean off after the 

flight. Thats just part of the summer season, so no matter, let’s 

just go flying. 

I’m certain I wasn’t the only one that was surprised to hear that 

Icon Aircraft has filed for bankruptcy. It’s an amazing airplane, 

and I hope they will be able to find a U.S. buyer, and not wind up having a Chinese company buy 

it. It’ll be interesting to see how it’ll finally end up. 

I was wondering how many of us have an airplane with a mechanical compass that is filled with 

compass fluid and has a nearby Compass Card that is up to date. Does the card ever have to be 

updated? Well according to the FAA’s AC 43.13-1B, it says compass calibration should be accom-

plished anytime the accuracy is suspected to be off by more than 10 degrees, and after any cockpit 

modification involving ferrous metal, and whenever the compass has been subjected to shock, 

such as a hard landing or severe turbulence. Also, if the aircraft has passed through a severe elec-

trical storm, or after a lightning strike. (This may have caused ferrous components in the structure 

to become magnetized.) 

Regulation FAR 91.205 specifies the various instruments required for flight under VFR, starting 

with these three: 1 Airspeed Indicator 2 Altimeter 3 Magnetic direction indicator Most people would 

interpret “magnetic direction indictor” to mean a compass, but does it? In 1993, Amendment 43 to 

Part 23 addressed the issue, and described the magnetic direction indictor as a “wet” compass as 

we know it. In 2012, the wording changed back to “a magnetic direction indicator,” language that 

remains to this day. Also beginning in 2012, there was an industry push to accept that electronic 

instruments could deliver levels of accuracy and reliability that mechanical instruments simply 

could not. In 2015, the FAA released a policy state-

ment (PS-ACE-23-08) acknowledging the superiority 

of electronically driven indicators, and it’s suspected 

that it won’t be long before the old wet compass, and 

all of its issues will be a thing of the past. Many new 

airplanes are now showing up with only electronic 

magnetic direction indicators, and no wet com-

pass. So enjoy that new Glass panel! 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 
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FAA 

We’ve been fortunate in that the FAA hasn’t made 

any major changes to the regulations or airspace 

we use or hasn’t made proposals for changes. I 

hope we can continue with the status quo.  

Here is hoping that they will be able to stick with 

their plan to release their MOSIAC plan at the 2025 

EAA AirVenture at Oshkosh. That plan will certainly 

have a significant impact on the older portion of the 

aviation community, and to a lesser degree the en-

tire flying community. 

 

AIRSPACE 

Because of the increasing parachute drop activity (men & equipment), always be sure to check for 

NOTAMS for this activity along your proposed flight route, and also monitor en-route facility frequen-

cies for parachute activity. 

I’m not aware of any serious airspace changes that are happening or are being proposed, but APA 

will certainly will be watching for anything that may be coming up. 

 

SAFETY 

Summer is here, and it won’t be long before we will have the monsoon season with it’s sudden after-

noon dust storms. With the hot summer weather please be wary of any dust devils that may pop up. 

Since 1982 the NTSB has investigated about 170 accidents that involved encounters with dust dev-

ils. These small rapidly rotating columns of air are usually made visible by the dust and debris they 

pick up from the ground. While usually harmless, they can be a serious risk to small aircraft, espe-

cially when operating at lower altitudes. Pilots are encouraged to maintain a higher altitude whenev-

er possible to avoid their adverse risks. 

In this past reporting period aviation safety has been very bad because of the number of accidents/

incidents that have occurred, and unfortunately we did have one fatality that was incurred in one of 

the accidents. At least in all of the other occurrences nobody got hurt. We certainly hope things will 

improve as we go forward. 

For the details of these accidents/incidents in this 

past April - May reporting period see my Accident/

Incident Summary Report located elsewhere in this 

newsletter, and please fly safely. 

Members, please continue to send accident infor-

mation to jtimm@azpilots.org with the date, loca-

tion, aircraft make, if anyone got hurt, and with as 

much detail as possible. Thank you. 

It was also very fortunate that in this past reporting 

mailto:jtimm@azpilots.org
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period the FAA didn’t report any Near Mid Air Colli-

sions (NMAC). 

The number of pilot deviations improved a bit this 

last reporting period. These deviations were com-

mitted by pilots with pilot certificates ranging from 

Student Pilot through ATP, and also a military pilot. 

Apparently, there were also some out of state pilots 

that committed some of these deviations. Some of 

the deviations were serious enough to warrant the 

issuance of a Brasher notice to the pilot. In many of 

the cases it was apparent the pilot was unaware of 

what type of airspace they were flying in or were about to enter, and what was being expected of 

them. Pilots must listen very carefully to ATC instructions, and follow them, and if they can’t comply, 

immediately tell the controller why they can’t comply. When flying in controlled airspace, pilots need 

to be aware that they should never be creative, but must first advise ATC before they do anything 

that may differ from the instructions given. When on the ground, pay attention to airport signs, and 

runway markings, and know what they mean, and comply with them.  

In summary, the general aviation deviations this reporting period are as follows: 

8 IFR Deviations  3 Brashers 

5 Class Delta Airspace Deviations No Brashers  

1 Class Charlie Airspace Deviation No Brasher 

7 Runway Incursions 2 Brashers 

1 Air Traffic Instruction 1 Brasher 

1 Restricted Air Space 1 Brasher 

For all the details of these deviations see my Pilot Deviations Report located elsewhere in this news-

letter. 

 

CONSTRUCTION 

Airports around the state have numerous construction projects in progress, or have projects that will 

be starting soon. Unfortunately, we don’t have the specific details on all these projects, and we 

would urge you to always check for NOTAMS at 

your destination airport so you won’t have an unex-

pected surprise when you arrive. 

APA is working with airports around the state as-

sisting with the updating of their Airport Master 

Plans by providing the pilot, and aircraft owner’s 

perspective in the process. This past month we met 

with the group from Sierra Vista participating in 

their Master Plan update process. The Airport Mas-

ter Plan Update process usually requires about a 

year for completion. 
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    Fly a Helicopter! Contact: Glenn Roberts Fly Loops and Rolls! 

 Price:$ 330.00 (602) 463-5528 Price:$ 220.00 

glennsroberts@icloud.com  

Jim 

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO FLY FOR BREAKFAST: 

The fly-in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport (P08) 

was on the first Saturday of the month, but ended in April. 

They will restart in the fall. 

On the second Saturday of the month, consider flying 

down to Ryan Field (RYN) near Tucson for breakfast or 

lunch at Ritchie’s Restaurant. They are open daily from 6 

am to 2 pm to serve you. 

The Falcon Field Warbirds Squadron normally had a fly-in 

breakfast on the third weekend of the month, but because 

of the storm damage, and other complications the break-

fasts had been halted. Presently it’s undetermined when they will restart in the fall. We will advise 

when we have new information. 

Grapevine is open full time, but the weekend camping, and cookouts have been discontinued for the 

summer. Grapevine, which lies within a National Forest, is heavily used by the Forest Service 

for fighting wildfires, and the Military for Special Training. 

On the last Saturday of the month a fly-in breakfast is continuing to be put on by the Casa Grande 

Masonic Lodge in the air-conditioned Terminal of the Casa Grande Airport. 

When you fly to any of these venues, be sure to look for the Fly Arizona Passport Placard at the res-

taurant, and at the airport terminal. Scan the placard with your smart phone to get credit on the 

passport program for being there. 

 

Check with the APA Getaway Flights program and 

online calendar for fun weekend places to fly.  

mailto:glennsroberts@icloud.com
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ArizonaSkiesAviation.com 

 

ά/ƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƅȅΗέ 

Glenn Roberts – Airplane & Helicopter CFI 
602 463-5528 

ArizonaSkiesAviation@gmail.com 

 

mailto:arizonaskiesaviation@gmail.com
mailto:ArizonaSkiesAviation@gmail.com
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As an all-volunteer organization, APA relies on the generosity of our members and volunteers to 

accomplish our mission. To ensure that we’re communicating volunteer opportunities, we will begin 

publishing a Volunteer Opportunity summary in the newsletter going forward. 

Please take a look at the volunteer opportunities listed below and reach out to the APA point of 

contact for more details if you are interested in helping out.  

Thank you in advance for your participation!  

APA Volunteer Opportunities 

Opportunities APA Point of Contact 

APA Member Services 
Mailing Donor Thank You Cards 

Mailing Membership Cards and a Welcome Letters 
Clothing Store Inventory and Shipping Orders 

Sue 
(sue@azpilots.org) 

Grapevine Monthly 
Camping Weekend  

Volunteer Hosts Needed! 
Fall Flying Season Dates will be Announced Soon 

Leanne 
(leanne@azpilots.org)  

Airstrip Maintenance 
Volunteers Needed! 

Grapevine (88AZ) 
(General Maintenance—watch the APA Facebook 

page for dates) 

Mike Andresen 
(grapevine@azpilots.org) 

Red Creek 
(Fill Ruts, etc.) 

Tommy Thomason 
(redcreek@azpilots.org) 

Double Circle Ranch  
(Airstrip Shoulder Mowing - Help Needed!) 

In Work 
Thanks to Josh Leavitt  
and the Bryce Families! 

(doublecircle@azpilots.org) 

Forepaugh 
(General Strip Maintenance) 

Kit Murphy 
(forepaugh@azpilots.org) 

PowerTow Model 35 EZ  $200  Call Tommy 602 708-2040 

mailto:sue@azpilots.org
mailto:leanne@azpilots.org
mailto:grapevine@azpilots.org
mailto:redcreek@azpilots.org
mailto:doublecircle@azpilots.org
mailto:forepaugh@azpilots.org
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Aftermarket Safety Equipment 

 

The FAA and industry will conduct a public education 

campaign emphasizing the value of and streamlined pro-

cess for equipage with after-market safety equipment.   

 

Outreach Month:  June 2024 

Topic: Aftermarket Safety Equipment 

DOWNLOADS:  

PowerPoint Presentation Slides... 

Flagstaff Pulliam Airport (FLG) 

Flagstaff Pulliam (FLG) is a small mixed-

use airport, located just south of the city of 

Flagstaff,  Arizona. It’s high field elevation 

means that density altitude can exceed ten 

thousand feet. Weather, winds and wind 

shear add additional challenges. During the 

winter, cold weather operations and snow 

removal activities are prevalent. Thorough 

pre-flight planning, and checking NOTAMs 

during your flight are a must to avoid any 

surprises during arrival and departure at 

FLG.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V4LMuBINoTg&t=1s 

https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/2020-june-aftermarket-safety-equipment
https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/2020-june-aftermarket-safety-equipment
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V4LMuBINoTg&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V4LMuBINoTg&t=1s
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Thank you to Chris Mehling  for this monthõs photos! 

Where will you go next? Send your photos to newsletter@azpilots.org ! 

Featured  

mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org
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JP Instruments EDM Download to USB box 

Price: $150 

Contact: Allyn Auck 

Email: rauckit@sbcglobal.net  

ISO 2-4 Place Backcountry Airplane 

Looking to buy a 2-4 place airplane 

for backcountry work. 

Call: Bob at (602) 228-9145 

Email: bob@flightskills.com  

ISO Partnership Tucson Area 

Looking for a Partnership in Columbia/Cirrus 

Contact: Michael Hutchinson 

(831) 776-2210 

Email: hutchinson93922@gmail.com  

Got interesting aviation videos that you wish to share? 

Please share only your own videos, keep them related to an aviation topic 

of some kind, and please keep them to no more than 5-6 minutes long. A 

short paragraph of explanation would be great, but not necessary. 

rick@azpilots.org 

Sling TSI empennage kit 

Price: $4,400 

Contact: Brian Toncray 

Email: tonrayb@gmail.com  

https://partner91.com/
mailto:rauckit@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bob@flightskills.com
mailto:hutchinson93922@gmail.com
mailto:rick@azpilots.org
mailto:tonrayb@gmail.com
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Short Final  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !t!Φ 

By Howard Deevers 

 

 

There is little doubt that Parachute Jumping in Southern Arizona is a 

popular sport. Parachute Jumping is also called “Skydiving.” Skydive Ar-

izona located at Eloy, AZ is probably the most busy jumping operator in 

the state, if not the whole U S. If you have ever seen a TV commercial 

with skydiving as a part of the commercial, it was probably filmed at 

Eloy.  

To find out just how popular the sport is, just open your Phoenix Sectional chart, and look for that lit-

tle Parachute symbol next to the airports. That symbol indicates that Parachute activity takes place 

near this airport. That symbol does not indicate how much jumping activity goes on there, just that it 

does go on there. More information may be found in the Facilities Directory for that airport, or not.  

Many of my friends, and I quote this: “There is no good reason to jump out of a perfectly good air-

plane.” In other words, this is not a sport that interests us. However, I do have many friends that real-

ly like jumping out of airplanes. Skydivers keep a log book, just as pilots do, and some of my friends 

have jumps in the thousands, while others are only interested in the sport for a short time. Just like 

any other sport, I will respect their choice of that sport. It just does not appeal to me.  

In Southern Arizona, not all of the “Jumping” is done as a sport. A lot of it is actual military training, 

and you will find that at airports like Pinal, (MZJ) or Marana (AVQ) frequently. These military are 

training in the event that they would be required to land behind enemy lines during a conflict. We 

hope they are never called on to do that, but there is no substitute for being prepared. Either military 

or sport jumping will require preparation, just like we do in aviation when we do a pre flight and flight 

plan. It may seem to us on the ground, or flying in that area, that a bunch of people just jumped out 

of an airplane and are gliding to earth under those canopies. Unless you are into the sport, and have 

made a jump, or jumps, you probably do not know 

about the preparations that those jumpers go 

through.  

If you have attended any major air shows in Arizo-

na, or many other places in the U S, you have prob-

ably seen the U S Army Golden Knights, precision 

skydiving team perform. Many times they are the 

opening exhibit of the air show. Jumping from 

15000 feet, they do a free fall, with a smoke canister 

trailing smoke, so the people on the ground can 

Parachute Jumping in Arizona 
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spot them better. Somewhere 

around 10000 feet they open their 

parachutes, and do an impressive 

job of landing on a pre designated 

spot.  

A variety of aircraft are used for 

parachute jumping, from a Cessna 

182 or 206 for just a few jumpers to 

a twin engine Turbine Sky Vans, 

and similar planes that can carry up 

to 16 or more jumpers, and occasionally, we will get a C-130 or even C-17 large cargo planes that 

can carry much larger loads and can go up higher. The pilot of the plane with the jumpers on board 

coordinates with a ground observer to be sure it is safe for the jumpers to exit the plane. After the 

jumpers are out of the aircraft, the pilot starts a descent to join the traffic pattern and land to pick up 

other jumpers that may be waiting to go.  

I have not seen parachute jumping activity at any control towered airports. There may be some con-

trol towered (Class D airspace) airports that do allow parachute jumping that I just don't know about. 

In Southern Arizona, all of the jumping activity is at non towered airports, in Class E airspace. It is 

within the Class E airspace that most of the conflicts between the larger and faster jumper aircraft, 

and the basic trainer aircraft occur. To their credit, I have noticed that the higher/faster jumper aircraft 

will stay a little higher, and farther out, than the traffic already in the pattern for landing. They will ex-

tend the downwind leg as needed for spacing. But to the trainers in the pattern, it appears that the 

jumper planes are “barging in.” Operations at non towered airports is spelled out in the Airmans In-

formation Manual (AIM). It would do all pilots operating at these busy airports that have parachute 

jumping activity to review the AIM from time to time.  

The Arizona Pilots Association and the FAASTeam have presented several seminars on non-

towered airport operations. One thing we must remember is that Parachutes DO have the right of 

way over powered aircraft. We also trust that the Jumpers know where their target landing zone is 

and will do their best to arrive at that point.  

Skydiving can be a fun activity for those that like the thrill of floating to the ground, or it can be seri-

ous business for military trainers. We, as pilots, should respect their right to use the airspace as 

much as they should respect our right to be in the traffic pattern at our airports. We should all re-

spect others so we can all enjoy our chosen activity as safely as possible.  

Look for a safety program sponsored by ARIZONA PILOTS ASSOCIATION at a location near you. 

Check the website for locations 

and times. And, don’t forget to 

“Bring your wingman.”  

Howard 
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I am a DAR-T and work in Buckeye (10AZ) all week. I 

am able to do Field Approvals, Ferry Permits, Airworthi-

ness Certification for Standard and Experimental air-

craft, 8130 tags, Export Certificates of Airworthiness 

Certificates and Replacement Airworthiness Certifi-

cates. I am open to all ideas for Field Approvals and 

can help figure out a way to get your project approved. 

  

Steven Huff  learaviator@yahoo.com  602-390-4246 

ISO Cirrus for Rent 

Contact: Kay 

(602) 820-6286  

Email: kacorbin 

@post.harvard.edu 

Eliminate Batteries 

in ANR Headset 

Price: $35.00 

Jake McKernan 

Email: jake,mc 

kernan@cox.com  

CFII Accepting New Students 

Contact: Patrick Williams 

(480) 737-5999 

Email: pwilliamsaz@gmail.com  

DAR-T Available for Field         

Approvals, Ferry Permits, & More 

Contact: Steve Huff 

Email: learaviator@yahoo.com  

Hangar for Rent Glendale Airport 

Contact: Michael Haubrich 

(262) 672-1956 

Email: skyboundaz@gmail.com  

Aviation Hagar 52x52 for Rent 

Price: $2,000 

Contact: Michael Mackey 

(646) 651-6275 

Email: michael@makeyev.com  

http://www.arizonasportplanerepair.com/
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20APA%20Newsletter
mailto:kacorbin@post.harvard.edu
mailto:kacorbin@post.harvard.edu
mailto:jake.mckernan@cox.net
mailto:jake.mckernan@cox.net
mailto:pwilliamsaz@gmail.com
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com
mailto:skyboundaz@gmail.com
mailto:michael@makeyev.com
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May Aviation Accident & Incident Summary 
by Jim Timm 

 
 

The following are the reports of aviation accidents and incidents that have occurred in Arizona from 

mid-April through May. We hope to use the following detailed accident information to develop safety 

programs, briefings, and posters/flyers that would help pilots learn from the mistakes being made by 

others and be able to take the necessary action to prevent them from having similar occurrences. 

The number of accidents/Incidents have been very significantly up this past reporting period, and 

aviation safety has also not been the best because of a fatality that was incurred in one of the acci-

dents. At least in all the other occurrences nobody got hurt. Things will have to improve as we go for-

ward. 

In continuing with the expanded scope of the report, we’re using information from the Aviation Safety 

Network (ASN), FAA, NTSB, and APA Members. This more inclusive information source suits our 

purpose of trying to get an idea of what is happening out there so we can help make flying safer. 

In the meantime, here are the results from the above sources.  

Date: April 12, 2024  

Source: FAA, NTSB  

Location: Wilcox  

Type: Piper PA-28-32-300  

Injuries: 3 Uninjured 

STRUCK OBSTRUCTION ON TAKEOFF  

The Piper Cherokee 6 was departing Indie Mo-

torsports Ranch when it encountered a 20-KNOT 

wind gust, which pushed them into a wall next to 

the runway and sheared off the left landing gear. 

The aircraft squawked an emergency on the Al-

buquerque Center frequency, and the center 

then provided flight following for the aircraft while 

it flew to Mesa Falcon Field where it made a 

safe landing. The full extent of the damage was 

unknown. 

Private Pilot 

 

Date: April 13, 2024  

Source: FAA Incident  

Location: Scottsdale (SDL)  

Type: Cirrus SR22  

Injuries: 4 Uninjured 

NOSE GEAR COLLAPSE 

The nose Gear collapsed upon landing at 

Scottsdale. The damage that was incurred was 

minor. 

Private Pilot 

 

Date: April 14, 2024  

Source: ASN  

Location: Ak Chin (A39)  

Type: Paramotor Powered Parachute  

Injuries: 1 Fatality 

LOSS OF CONTROL LANDING 

A “paramotor,” an Aircraft designation known as 

a Powered Parachute, sustained substantial 

damage subsequent to an impact with terrain 

during an apparent landing attempt northwest of 

Ak-Chin Regional Airport (A39). 

No Pilot Certification Required. 

 

Date: April 14, 2024  

Source: FAA, NTSB  

Location: Payson (PAN)  

Type: Team Rocket F1 (Experimental)  

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

LOSS OF CONTROL LANDING 

The aircraft had departed from Glendale Airport, 

and upon landing at Payson the aircraft encoun-
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tered a cross wind, and the aircraft bounced, 

and drifted to the right. The right wingtip contact-

ed the ground, bending the right landing gear, 

and experienced a prop strike, damaging the en-

gine mount. The NTSB assessed the damage to 

be substantial.  

Commercial Pilot 

 

Date: April 17, 2024  

Source: FAA Incident  

Location: Phoenix Deer Valley (DVT)  

Type: Cessna 182  

Injuries: 1 Uninjured 

STRUCK WHILE ON THE GROUND 

While the Cessna 182 was holding short of the 

runway waiting to takeoff, and the rudder was 

clipped by another aircraft. The extent of the 

damage was unknown. 

Private Pilot 

 

Date: April 17, 2024  

Source: FAA Incident  

Location: Phoenix Deer Valley (DVT)  

Type: Pilatus PC-12  

Injuries: 3 Uninjured 

STRUCK ANOTHER AIRCRAFT ON THE 

GROUND 

While the Pilatus was taxiing on a taxi way the 

pilot reported he had struck the rudder of a 

Cessna 182, The extent of the damage was un-

known. 

Commercial Pilot 

 

Date: April 17, 2024  

Source: FAA Incident  

Location: Casa Grande (CGZ)  

Type: Cirrus SR 22  

Injuries: 1 Uninjured 

IN FLIGHT EMERGENCY 

The Cirrus requested the nearest airport be-

cause of an engine vibration whenever power 

was applied. The controller suggested Casa 

Grande (CGZ) and verified that the pilot was de-

claring an emergency. The aircraft made a safe 

landing at Casa Grande airport.  

Private Pilot 

 

Date: April 19, 2024  

Source: FAA, NTSB  

Location: Pinal Airpark (MJZ)  

Type: Piper PA-28-151 Warrior  

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

INFLIGHT ENGINE FAILURE 

The Piper Warrior had departed Coolidge, and 

while in cruise they encountered a catastrophic 

engine failure and made a Mayday call. They 

landed in a field 12 miles north of Pinal Airpark, 

and the aircraft damage was determined to be 

substantial. 

Unknown Pilot Certification 

 

Date: April 20, 2024  

Source: FAA Incident  

Location: Flagstaff (FLG)  

Type: 1A-1125 Astra Jet  

Injuries: 5 Uninjured 

INFLIGHT ENGINE FAILURE 

The Astra Jet had an engine failure, and an 

emergency was declared. The aircraft made a 

safe landing at Flagstaff, and the emergency 

was terminated by the Flagstaff airport AARF9 

team. 

Unknown Pilot Certification 

 

Date: April 21, 2024  

Source: FAA  

Location: Phoenix Goodyear (GYR)  

Type: Cessna 210  

Injuries: 1 Uninjured 

GROUND FIRE 

The aircraft caught fire while the pilot was run-

ning it up prior to flight. The pilot was able to exit 

the aircraft safely and requested assistance from 

the fire department. The pilot was checking the 

aircraft after its annual inspection, and the fire 

damage was substantial. 
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Commercial Pilot 

 

Date: April 22, 2024  

Source: FAA, NTSB  

Location: Benson (E95)  

Type: Rans S-75 Courier  

Injuries: 1 Uninjured 

EMERGENCY LANDING AFTER TAKEOFF 

The Rans Courier lost fuel pressure shortly after 

takeoff and made an emergency landing in the 

desert. During the landing the landing gear col-

lapsed and substantial damage was incurred. 

Private Pilot 

 

Date: April 26, 2024  

Source: FAA Incident  

Location: Ryan Field (RYN)  

Type: Piper PA-28R-200  

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

GEAR UP LANDING 

The Piper Arrow landed gear up at Tucson Ryan 

Field, and the NTSB assessed the damage to be 

minor.  

Unknown Pilot Certification 

 

Date: April 29, 2024  

Source: FAA Incident  

Location: Glendale (GEU)  

Type: Beechcraft BE-A36  

Injuries: 1 Uninjured 

GEAR UP LANDING 

The Beech Bonanza landed gear up at Glendale 

Airport, and the damage was determined to be 

minor. 

Private Pilot 

 

Date: May 1, 2024  

Source: NTSB, FAA Incident  

Location: Near Marana  

Type: Piper PA-28-180  

Injuries: 1 Uninjured 

ENGINE FAILURE 

The pilot reported a rough running engine and 

landed in a canal on the final approach one mile 

short of the runway at Marana Regional Airport. 

Per the NTSB the aircraft was undamaged. 

Unknown Pilot Certification 

 

Date: May 1, 2024  

Source: ASN, NTSB  

Location: Chandler (CHD)  

Type: Piper PA-28-181 Archer  

Injuries: 1 Uninjured 

LOSS OF CONTROL LANDING 

The aircraft had departed from Falcon Field 

(FFZ), and while landing at Chandler Municipal 

Airport (CHD) the aircraft went off the runway, 

and struck a sign causing substantial damage to 

the aircraft. 

Unknown Pilot Certification 

 

Date: May 6, 2024  

Source: FAA Incident  

Location: Prescott (PRC)  

Type: Cessna 172  

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

LOSS OF CONTROL LANDING  

Upon landing at Prescott, the aircraft drifted off 

the runway into the sod between the runway and 

the parallel taxiway. The aircraft was ultimately 

towed to parking. 

Unknown Pilot Certification 

 

Date: May 9, 2024  

Source: FAA  

Location: Lake Havasu (HII)  

Type: Bushmaster-4P Amateur Built Amphibian  

Injuries: 1 Uninjured 

HARD LANDING 

The aircraft lost power while turning downwind to 

land and made a hard landing. The aircraft end-

ed up inverted on the ground. The extent of the 

damage was unknown. 

Unknown Pilot Certification 
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“   
                              ” 

A Few Words About Safety 
Denny Granquist 

 

ñBrief every flight especially when you fly aloneΦò 
 
 

ñQuiet cockpits work well when operating on or near airports.ò  

Donôt come to a safety program by 
yourself, but donôt just bring your 
old buddy who always comes with 
you. Bring someone new, and get 
your BFF to also bring someone 

new.  
We need you to help us expand our 
audience, to expand our reach, and 
to expand that ocean of faces. 

 
Statistics show that the folks hav-
ing accidents are the ones who 
donôt participate in the WINGS or 
safety programs, so help us reach 
out to those folks and pull them in. 

 

We never complain when a 
program runs out of chairs!!! 

Date: May 21, 2024  

Source: ASN  

Location: Pleasant Valley Airport (P48) Closed  

Type: Nanchang CJ-6A  

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

LOSS OF CONTROL LANDING 

The CJ-6 departed Phoenix Deer Valley airport 

and was substantially damaged when it collided 

with a parked trailer during a landing attempt at 

the closed Pleasant Valley Airport near Lake 

Pleasant. Preliminary information indicates the 

aircraft experienced engine issues, and attempt-

ed a landing at the permanently closed airport, 

but it overshot the runway (3950 x 35 ft). 
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April-May Pilot Deviations 
by Jim Timm 

 
 
These pilot deviations need to be examined to determine if a common thread exists that we should 

address to help reduce the number of deviations that continue to occur, and thus enhance aviation 

safety. 

In the reporting period from April 12, 2024, through May 9, 2024, there were twenty-three pilot devia-

tions reported by the FAA SDL FSDO. These deviations were committed by pilots with certificates 

ranging from Student Pilot through ATP, including one Military pilot, and there were eleven out of 

state pilots that committed these deviations. Of the thirty-one deviations reported, there was a need 

to issue seven Brashers. 

Note: A controller will issue a Brasher notification to a pilot when further FAA action will be taken, 

and the controller is thus giving the airman the opportunity to make note of the occurrence, collect 

information, and their thoughts for their future interaction with FAA Flight Standards. 

Pilots need to listen carefully to ATC instructions and comply with them, and if you can’t comply, tell 

ATC why you can’t. Also, when flying in controlled airspace, pilots should never be creative, but talk 

to ATC before they do something that differs from the instructions given. Pilots must always be 

aware of what type of airspace they are flying in, or may be about to enter, and know what may be 

expected of them. Always fly with care and forethought. 

The details of the deviations this month are as follows:  

IFR DEVIATION (8) 

 

4/1 IFR Altitude Deviation  

 Private Pilot  

 Albuquerque Center (ZAB) 

The controller observed the SR22 above 5,000 

feet and asked the aircraft to verify level at 5,000 

feet. The aircraft responded, “we climbed a little 

bit, but going back to 5,000 feet”. The SR22 

made an unauthorized climb to 5,200 feet which 

resulted in a loss of separation with another air-

craft who was level at 6,000 feet.  

 

4/3 IFR Procedures Deviation 

 Unknown Pilot Certification 

 Tucson TRACON (U90) 

The pilot deviation was reported by the Tucson 

TRACON when the Citation didn’t fly the RNAV 

procedure as published which resulted in a loss 

of separation with terrain/obstacles. 

4/9 IFR SID Deviation 

 Unknown Pilot Certification 

 Out of Kansas 

 Phoenix TRACON (P50) 

The Dassault Falcon didn’t fly the FORPE 1 de-

parture procedure as published resulting in a 

loss of separation with parallel runway departure 

traffic. 

 

4/12 IFR Altitude Deviation 

 Commercial/CFI Pilot 

 Albuquerque Center (ZAB) 

The Piper was descending from 8,000 feet to 

5,000 feet, and the controller cleared the Piper 

for the VOR5 approach to CGZ. The aircraft read 

back the clearance correctly. The center control-

ler then cleared the Piper to the CGZ advisory 

frequency. Later the controller observed the Pip-

er stopped it’s descent at 6,300 feet and begin a 

climb. The Piper then made an unauthorized 

climb to 8,300 feet. The controller issued 
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a Brasher. Pilot stated that they were put into 

the stack at the VOR and that they had to climb 

to 8,500 feet, due to the stack. 

 

4/20 IFR Altitude Deviation 

 Private Pilot 

 Out of Texas  

 Albuquerque Center (ZAB) 

The Lancair was level at 5,000 feet, and the con-

troller cleared the airplane to descend and main-

tain 4,600 feet. The Lancair read back 4,000 feet 

which was not recognized by the controller. The 

center controller observed the Lancair below 

4,600 feet and issued a low altitude warning be-

cause the aircraft was in a 4,600 Minimum In-

strument Area (MIA) box, and then they had en-

tered a 4,500 foot MIA box. The Lancair had de-

scended to 4,100 feet before climbing back up. 

 

4/24 IFR Procedures Deviation 

 Unknown Pilot Certification 

 Prescott Tower (PRC) 

The deviation was reported by the Phoenix TRA-

CON when the Glasair didn’t fly the procedure 

turn as required by the approach plate. 

 

4/25 IFR Standard Instrument Departure (SID) 

Deviation 

 Private Pilot 

 Out of Tennessee 

 Phoenix TRACON (P50) 

The Cessna 182 did not fly the MESA 1 depar-

ture as published. There was no loss of separa-

tion, but a Brasher was issued. 

 

5/3 IFR Altitude Deviation 

 Private Pilot 

 Out of Indiana  

 Albuquerque Center (ZAB) 

The Albuquerque Center Controller observed the 

Cessna 182 was above their assigned altitude 

and asked the aircraft to verify their flight level. 

The Cessna responded, “we're descending back 

down”. The 182 had made an unauthorized 

climb to 7,300 feet which resulted in a loss of 

separation with another aircraft who was level at 

8,000 feet. A Brasher was issued. 

 

CLASS DELTA AIRSPACE DEVIATIONS (5) 

 

4/8 Entering Class Delta Airspace Without First 

Establishing Two-Way Radio Communica-

tion 

 ATP/CFI Pilot 

 Out of Texas 

 Phoenix Deer Valley (DVT) 

The pilot deviation was reported by DVT when 

the Cessna entered the DVT Class Delta Air-

space without first establishing two-way radio 

communications.  

 

4/8 Entering Class Delta Airspace Without First 

Establishing Two-Way Radio Communica-

tion 

 Student Pilot  

 Phoenix Deer Valley (DVT) 

The pilot deviation was reported by DVT when 

the Cessna 172 entered the DVT Class Delta 

Airspace without first establishing two-way radio 

communications. There was no loss of separa-

tion. 

 

4/27 Entering Class Delta Airspace Without First 

Establishing Two-Way Radio Communica-

tion 

 Commercial Pilot 

 Out of Idaho 

 Phoenix Deer Valley (DVT) 

The Cessna 180 entered the DVT airspace from 

the north without first establishing two-way radio 

communications with ATC. The aircraft made a 

turn to the NE and exited the airspace, and ap-

peared to land at Carefree Sky Ranch. No air-

craft were impacted, and no traffic advisories 

were required. The aircraft information was ob-

tained via ADS-B. 

 

4/28 Entering Class Delta Airspace Without First 
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Establishing Two-Way Radio Communica-

tion 

 Commercial Pilot 

 Out of Ohio 

 Phoenix Deer Valley (DVT) 

The Cessna 182 entered DVT's class D airspace 

from the east at the pattern altitude of 2500' 

MSL. The Cessna never made contact with DVT, 

and became a conflict with multiple aircraft in the 

airspace. The Cessna never established two-

way radio communication, and exited the air-

space to the southwest.  

 

4/29 Entering Class Delta Airspace Without First 

Establishing Two-Way Radio Communica-

tion 

 Commercial/CFI Pilot 

 Out of Washington 

 Mesa Falcon Field Airport (FFZ) 

The RV8 entered the FFZ airspace from the east 

without a clearance from ATC. The controller 

reached out and was able to get in contact with 

the aircraft. The RV8 was instructed to enter a 

left downwind for the runway. Approaching mid-

field, the the aircraft executed a 360° turn on 

their own. Instructions were given to other air-

craft to avoid the RV8. 

 

CLASS CHARLIE AIRSPACE DEVIATION (1) 

 

4/29 Entering Class Charlie Airspace Without 

First Establishing Two-Way Radio Commu-

nication 

 Private Pilot 

 Tucson TRACON (U90) 

The pilot deviation was reported by the Tucson 

RAPCON when the Cessna 172 pilot never con-

tacted Tucson Departure as instructed by the 

Ryan Tower, and violated the Tucson Class 

Charlie Airspace while en route to Marana 

(AVQ). 

 

RUNWAY INCURSIONS (7) 

 

4/6 Entering The Runway Without Authorization 

 Commercial/CFI Pilot 

 Prescott Airport (PRC) 

The pilot deviation was reported by Prescott ATC 

when the Cessna 172 entered a runway without 

authorization. Ground control issued 

the Brasher warning. There was no loss of sep-

aration. 

 

4/10 Started Takeoff From Runway Without Au-

thorization 

 Private Pilot 

 Goodyear Airport (GYR) 

The pilot deviation was reported by the Good-

year ATC when the Cirrus SR20 began it’s de-

parture roll without ATC authorization while an-

other aircraft was departing from an intersection 

farther down field. 

 

4/11 Started Takeoff From Runway Without Au-

thorization 

 Private Pilot 

 Out of Nevada 

 Phoenix Deer Valley (DVT) 

The Cirrus SR22, began a takeoff roll without 

ATC authorization, resulting in a loss of separa-

tion with another aircraft crossing the runway. 

The controller has issued the SR22 a line up and 

wait instruction with a good readback. Ground 

control had coordinated for an aircraft to cross 

the runway which the controller had approved. 

The aircraft was crossing the runway when the 

SR22 began it’s takeoff roll. The controller in-

structed the SR22 to stop, and the pilot read 

back, “Cleared for takeoff”. The controller again 

instructed the SR22 to stop, and the aircraft 

stopped prior to the next intersection.  

 

4/12 Landing On The Wrong Surface 

 Private Pilot 

 Out of California 

 Phoeniz/Mesa Gateway (IWA) 

The deviation was reported by Gateway ATC 

when the Grumman Tiger was cleared to land on 

Runway 12R, but was observed landing on Taxi-
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Redbird LD Flight Simulator 

Rental at Chandler Air Service 

Price: $70.00  

Call: (480) 093-6420  

Email: fly@aerobatics.com 

Amazing Fixed-Base 

Simulator for Rental 

Price:$ 70 

Contact: Randy Brooks 

(480) 466-5908 

randall.brooks@apstrainbing.com  

way Bravo, and overflying an aircraft on the taxi-

way. 

 

4/12 Taxied Past The Runway Hold Short lines 

 Military Pilot 

 Tucson International (TUS) 

The F16 was instructed to hold short of Runway 

22, and the pilot read back the hold short in-

structions, but later crossed Runway 22 without 

authorization. No other aircraft were involved.  

 

4/17 Taxiing Onto The Runway Without Authori-

zation 

 ATP Pilot 

 Prescott (PRC) 

The Cessna 337 was instructed to hold short of 

the runway, and it was observed by both the 

Ground Controller and the Operations Supervi-

sor to be pulling past the hold bars, and continu-

ing into the runway. The controller had a Cessna 

172 on final for the same runway that they had 

to send around. A Brasher was issued. 

 

4/19 Driving Onto A Runway Without Authoriza-

tion 

 No Pilot 

 Mesa Falcon Field (FFZ) 

An airport vehicle crossed the runway Hold 

Short Lines without authorization resulting in the 

need to send an aircraft on final to go around. 

 

AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL INSTRUCTIONS (1) 

 

4/16 Failure To Follow Air Traffic Control Instruc-

tions 

 Commercial Pilot 

 Out of New Mexico 

 Phoenix Deer Valley (DVT) 

The IFR Bonanza, contacted the DVT south 

controller approximately 3 miles southeast of the 

airport inbound at 5000’, and descending. the 

south controller instructed pilot to begin a left 

turn and enter right downwind for runway 7R. 

Pilot read back the instruction but omitted the 

runway assignment. The Bonanza continued 

inbound directly toward the airport, and the con-

troller instructed pilot to widen out to the south-

west to which the pilot turned northbound into 

the north controllers airspace. The south con-

troller instructed the Bonanza to maintain at or 

above 3000', make left traffic and the tower 

would call the aircraft's base turn. The pilot did-

n't fully acknowledge the instruction. Without ap-

proval from the south controller, the Bonanza 

turned their base leg approximately 3 miles from 

the airport. The south controller then cleared the 

Bonanza to land on runway 7R and issued "go-

around" instructions to the preceding aircraft on 

about a 1 mile final to ensure proper separation 

would exist at touchdown. The Bonanza landed 

on runway 7R, exited the runway and taxied to 

parking without further incident. A Brasher was 

issued. 

 

RESTRICTED AIRSPACE (1) 

 

4/19 Entering Restricted Air Space Without Au-

thorization 

 ATP/CFI Pilot 

 Albuquerque Center (ZAB)  

The Marchetti S211 had been cleared to fly in 

the GLOBE ATCAA at 15,000 feet to FL310. The 

Marchetti, who was at 16,800 feet, violated re-

stricted area R2310B which was active 17,000 

feet and below. When advised of the violation, 

the Marchetti turned out of, and climbed above 

the restricted area. A Brasher was issued.  

mailto:fly@aerobatics.com
mailto:randall.brooks@apstrainbing.com
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Mark, Stefanie, & the BLM DC TEAM in Phoenix 

AIRPARK NAME / CONTACT CITY Homes / sites REALTOR 

Big Springs Airpark Prescott 12   

   Mgr: Peter Hartman (928) 626-7207       

Castle Well Morristown 8/11  
    Mgr: Gerald DaFoe  (810) 516-9122      

Eagle Roost Airpark  Aguila 85 / 115 (5 acre lots)  
   Mgr: John Greissing  (928) 685-3433       

Flying Diamond Airpark  Tucson 20/97   

   Mgr: Lou Cook  (520) 399-3879       

Flying J Ranch  Pima 2/ 28   

   Mgr: Howard Jenkins  (928) 485-9201       

Hangar Haciendas  Laveen 39 lots w/sep taxi ways  
   Mgr:  Scott Johnson (602) 320-2382      

High Mesa Air Park  Safford /19 (2.5 acre lots)   

   Mgr: Phil DiBartola 928-428-6811       

Inde Motorsports Ranch Airport Wilcox 4/9 (1 acre lots) on   

   Mgr: Britney Kirk (520) 384-0796   100 acres w/race track   

Indian Hills Airpark  Salome 75  
   Mgr: Gerry Breeyear (928) 916-0608      

La Cholla Airpark Oro Valley 122   

   Mgr: Larry Newman (520) 297-8096       

Mogollon Airpark  Overgaard 60   

  Mgr: Sherry admin@mogollonairpark.com       

Montezuma Heights Airpark  Camp Verde 43/44   

   Dr. Dana Myatt (602) 888-1287       

Moreton Airpark  Wickenburg 2  
   Mgr: Daniel Kropp (602) 315-0323      

Payson Airpark  Payson 40+  

   Coord: Dennis Dueker (928) 472-4748      

Pegasus Airpark  Queen Creek 15/40 Erik McCormick - Choice One Properties 
   https://azpegasusairpark.com/     480 888 6380  Erik@Pilotexpeditions.com 

Pilot's Rest Airstrip Paulden 4/25   

   Resident: Carol 661-733-2247       

Ruby Star Airpark  Green Valley 13 / 74   

   Mgr: Wendy Magras (520) 477-1534       

Valley of the Eagle (SampleyΩs) Airpark Aguila 30  
   Mgr: Jerry Witsken (928) 685-4859      

Skyranch at Carefree  Carefree 20 Erik McCormick - Choice One Properties 

   Mgr: Tommy Thomason (480) 488-3571     480 888 6380  Erik@Pilotexpeditions.com 

Stellar Air Park  Chandler 95/105 Erik McCormick - Choice One Properties 

   Mgr: SRUA, Inc. (480) 295-2683     480 888 6380  Erik@Pilotexpeditions.com 

Sun Valley Airpark  Fort Mohave 55/107   

   Mgr: Jim Lambert (928) 768-5096       

Thunder Ridge Airpark Morristown 9/14 (on 160 acres)  
   John Anderson janderson72j@gmail.com      

Triangle Airpark White Hills 115 acres   

   Mgr: Walt Stout (702) 202-9851        

Twin Hawks  Marana 2/40 (4 acre lots)   

   Mgr: Tim Blowers (520) 349-7677   on 155 acres   

Western Sky Salome all 200 acres for sale  
   Mgr: Bill McDonald (602) 809-4008      

Whetstone Airpark  Whetstone 5 / 12   

   Mgr: Brian Ulmer (520) 456-0483       

https://azpegasusairpark.com/
mailto:Erik@Pilotexpeditions.com
mailto:Erik@Pilotexpeditions.com
mailto:Erik@Pilotexpeditions.com
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!0! 7ÅÂÓÉÔÅ 

Please visit our website for the latest information. 
www.azpilots.org A great resource for APA’s work in the 
state, archived newsletters, current events, APA’s contin-
uous work with legislators, a calendar of activities, and 
more. 
!t! ƛǎ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ Ǌǳƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴΦ  It survives on 
membership dues and sponsor revenue. Stefanie Spen-
cer manages the website on a continuous basis.  
Email Stefanie at:   

 Webmaster@AZPilots.org 
 

.Å×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ #ÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÏÒÓ 
Article Deadlines: 

20th Editor reminds the Team to submit articles 

25th Authors submit articles and advertisements 

Contact the newsletter editor, Cathy Paradee: 

newsletter@AZPilots.org 

For anyone wanting to contribute to this newsletter please submit your writing in an email file 
along with photos and captions (separate files).  The APA  would like to publish information 
about what’s happening in your area of Arizona.  Subject matter could range from regulatory 
issues to new places to eat (or old places) to airport management to safety.  Of course, the 
APA would like to know about any political activities that could potentially compromise Arizo-
na’s pilots or its airports. 

bŜǿ Ǉƛƭƻǘǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘΗ ²ǊƛǘŜǊǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘΗ 

http://www.azpilots.org
mailto:Webmaster@AZPilots.org
mailto:newsletter@AZPilots.org
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!0! #ÌÏÔÈÉÎÇ 

The online store is currently on the Square Market, click here. 

!ÄÖÅÒÔÉÓÅÍÅÎÔÓ 

As a benefit to current members, you may advertise aviation related items in the APA News-
letter and online. Classified ads for items that you own are completely free, just send those 
requests to our webmaster Stefanie. Photographic ads range from business card size to full 
page. Please contact our sponsorship and advertising chairman Rick for more information on 
advertising. 

!0! -ÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ 

If you are not a member of APA you are encouraged to join and help us keep General Avia-
tion available, safe and fun for all. Your support is very much appreciated. Please visit our 
website for details and where you can join APA, If you have questions, please go to our web-
site's contacts web page where you can send an email, see our mailing address or contact us 
by telephone. You can also help APA by purchasing some of our logo items, Caps & T-Shirts. 

6ÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒ υπρ ɉÃɊ ɉσɊ /ÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ 

The Arizona Pilots Association (APA) is an all volunteer 501 (c) (3) organization. The articles 
you find in our newsletter are written by volunteers and do not necessarily reflect the opin-
ions or position of the APA, nor have they been vetted for technical accuracy. 

https://squareup.com/store/azpilots
mailto:webmaster@azpilots.org?subject=Classified%20Ad%20Request
mailto:rick@azpilots.org?subject=Advertising%20Inquiry
https://azpilots.org/more-resources/join-today
https://squareup.com/market/azpilots
https://squareup.com/market/azpilots
https://squareup.com/store/azpilots

