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President’s Report  

Greetings, 

The Arizona summer has certainly lived up to its reputation this year with 

some especially hot and uncomfortable weather. However, I managed to 

get a brief reprieve during my trip to Oshkosh where the temperatures 

were substantially cooler. Overall, it was a great show as always, and I 

was pleased to see several fellow APA members during the week.  

In addition to the exhibits and daily airshows, there were a number of 

great forums and workshops on a wide range of subjects. I took the time 

to attend the joint industry/FAA meeting regarding the upcoming Modern-

ization of Special Airworthiness Certificates (MOSAIC) rulemaking. As 

you may recall, the MOSAIC rulemaking is related to what will qualify as 

a Light Sport Aircraft (LSA) in the future (yes, the 172 will be one of 

them), Sport Pilot privileges and LSA maintenance. The good news is that the FAA is on track to 

have the rule released by the time AirVenture gets underway next year. As always there is no free 

lunch, and the ASTM committee that is writing the accompanying LSA standards will have a lot of 

work to do. However, I’m confident they will make ends meet, as they say, and have this important 

work completed by the time the rule is ready for release. Stay tuned! 

On a subject closer to home, I wanted to follow up on the proposed Cottonwood (P52) transient 

landing fees Jim Timm mentioned in last month’s Executive Directors Report. Based on the signifi-

cant increase in flight training activity in Arizona, Cottonwood has become an alternate airport for 

pattern work for Embry-Riddle in Prescott. This has led to an increase in noise complaints from resi-

dents and a subsequent proposal by the city to implement transient landing fees for all non-resident 

aircraft with the primary objective of discouraging repetitive pattern work.  

Consequently, the Cottonwood City Council and Airport Commission received a presentation from 

Vector Airport Systems that provided the details of their PLANEPASS ADS-B based system for log-

ging aircraft operations and billing landing fees. The Vector system captures your aircraft registration 

information from ADS-B and you will receive a bill in the mail if you land or perform a touch and go. 

Alternatively, you can register for a Vector account and pay online. Landing fees can be billed on a 

flat rate basis or can be aircraft weight based (per 1,000 lbs) depending on the fee structure estab-

lished by the airport. I believe the proposed fees for Cottonwood are in the $5 - $10 range, although 

this is notional at this point. The Vector system has been implemented at a number of airports 

across the US including Bullhead City (KIFP). Vector indicated that they are in discussions with oth-

er Arizona airports including Casa Grande (KCGZ), Deer Valley (KDVT), Goodyear (KGYR) and 

Glendale (KGEU). 

Obviously, APA is strongly opposed to the implementation of landing fees at any general aviation 

airport in Arizona and we have been working with the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA) 

to establish our position on these fees. Toward that end, we issued a joint letter to the City of Cotton-

wood outlining our position on these fees and reiterating that transient landing fees will not discour-

age flight school pattern work, but will discourage our members from visiting Cottonwood. We includ-
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Chris 

Got great aviation photos that you’d like to share? 

newsletter@azpilots.org 

Don’t come to a safety program by 
yourself, but don’t just bring your 
old buddy who always comes with 
you. Bring someone new, and get 
your BFF to also bring someone 

new.  
We need you to help us expand our 
audience, to expand our reach, and 

to expand that ocean of faces. 

 
Statistics show that the folks hav-

ing accidents are the ones who 
don’t participate in the WINGS or 
safety programs, so help us reach 

out to those folks and pull them in. 

 

We never complain when a 
program runs out of chairs!!! 

ed the Arizona Airports Association and the FAA 

Phoenix Airport District Office on distribution.  

To be clear, these fees have not been implemented 

by Cottonwood and may never be. However, the 

fact that Vector is in discussions with other Arizona 

airports is concerning and warrants continued atten-

tion. We’ll keep you posted on any new develop-

ments on this subject. 

If you’re interested in learning more about the dis-

cussions going on in the Cottonwood Airport Com-

mission and City Council on this subject, go to the 

following link: https://www.cottonwoodaz.gov/844/Transient-Landing-Fee-System 

Fly Safe! 

mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org
https://www.cottonwoodaz.gov/844/Transient-Landing-Fee-System
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https://bit.ly/3Kcwkxk
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Executive Director’s Report 
Jim Timm — August 2024 

 
 

I guess summer is really in full swing because in order to go fly-

ing in some sort of comfort you need to get up before dawn and 

get prepared to takeoff at the first light of dawn. Even then, by 

the time you get back home it’s beginning to get a bit warm. It 

may not be very bumpy yet, but it is getting hot. At altitude it 

may not be too bad, but when you get on the ground, it is hot… 

and it really discourages you from spending much time clean-

ing bugs off or doing any needed chores around the hangar! 

Unfortunately, there always seem to be things that require at-

tention. 

This time the reports for the newsletter are going to be a bit short because many of us went to 

Oshkosh for the annual EAA AirVenture. For those of you that didn’t go, we will attempt to hit some 

of the highlights of the event. It’s so massive and covers so many aviation events and things to 

see, that each attendee will have their own personal “highlights,” and no two may be the same. If 

you have never attended the event, you do need to put it on your “Bucket List” of things to do. If 

you have any interest in aviation, you won’t be sorry you went. 

As a note, for those of you who didn’t go, aside from all the things to see and do, there are so 

many vendors there it’s THE place to see the introduction of new products and get the latest infor-

mation directly from the supplier/manufacturer of almost any product. If you are considering buying 

something, it’s the place to see, examine, and make a comparison to other products, and perhaps 

buy it. The amount of information there on any subject/object is amazing. There are often event 

sale prices on some products. It’s the place to buy things you need (or don’t need). 

We made comments in last month’s newsletter regarding our concern about the City of Cotton-

wood implementing landing fees at their Municipal Airport. APA, in conjunction with AOPA, pre-

pared and sent a letter to the City of Cottonwood expressing our concerns about  the negative im-

pact this action would have on the city and 

the aviation community, without impacting 

the underlaying problem. Because of the 

extensive impact this action could have on 

the entire aviation community, everyone 

needs to become involved by getting to 

know people on their city council or aviation 

board and helping them become knowl-

edgeable about general aviation and in-

crease their willingness to work with us. For 

more details on this issue, see Chris 

Nugent’s President’s Report. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

 

FAA 

Fortunately, the FAA hasn’t made any major chang-

es to the regulations or airspace we use or made 

proposals for changes. The FAA Administrator didn’t 

make an appearance, at AirVenture, but the Deputy 

Administrator was there, and she didn’t indicate 

there would be any regulation changes in the near 

future. She did say they were very pleased with the 

new reauthorization bill, and she discussed the many safety initiatives, including how ADS-B has en-

hanced safety. She stated the FAA will be releasing their final rule on the MOSAIC program at next 

year’s EAA AirVenture. However, the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) may not 

be as far along as the FAA is in the MOSIAC program. Your APA President, Chris Nugent, is a 

member of the ASTM team preparing the standards for the new MOSIAC program. See his column 

for comments on the progress ASTM is making on the program. 

 

AIRSPACE 

We have not become aware of any changes or proposals to change any of the airspace that we nor-

mally use. As usual, APA will continue to be on alert for any changes that may occur and will inform 

you.  

Once again, we do need to advise you that there has been a significant increase in parachute activi-

ty throughout the state. This activity is largely advanced tactical training of foreign personnel, and it 

will be occurring at any of the parachute sites throughout the state. Please be aware that some of 

this activity will be high altitude jumping with a high altitude parachute opening, which may result in 

the parachutists descending through airspace removed from the final landing site. Always be sure to 

check for NOTAMS for this activity along your proposed route of flight, and monitor enroute facility 

frequencies for parachute activity. 

 

SAFETY 

Summer is really here, and the monsoon season is 

in full swing, so be very wary of all the hazards it 

presents as these high temperatures can take a toll 

on both the pilot and airplane. 

In the past reporting period, aviation safety has not 

been the best because of the number of accidents/

incidents that occurred, and fortunately we didn’t 

have a fatality this past period. In all the accidents 

reported nobody was seriously injured, and I can 

only hope that the numbers will come down. 

For the details of these accidents/incidents in this 
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past June-July reporting period see my Ac-

cident/Incident Summary Report located 

elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Members, please continue to send acci-

dent information 

to jtimm@azpilots.org with the date, loca-

tion, aircraft make, if anyone got hurt, and 

with as much detail as possible. Thank 

you. 

It was unfortunate that in this past reporting 

period the FAA reported two Near Mid-Air 

Collisions (NMAC’s). You can see the details of these two NMAC reports at the end of the Pilot De-

viation Report in this newsletter. 

The number of pilot deviations improved greatly in the last reporting period. These deviations were 

committed by pilots with pilot certificates ranging from Student Pilot through Commercial/CFI, and 

some out-of-state pilots as well. Some of the deviations were serious enough to warrant the issu-

ance of a Brasher notice to the pilot. In many of the cases, it was apparent the pilot was unaware of 

what type of airspace they were flying in or were about to enter. Pilots must listen very carefully to 

ATC instructions, and follow them, and if they can’t comply, immediately tell the controller why they 

can’t comply. When flying in controlled airspace, pilots need to always comply with ATC instructions, 

and all ways advise ATC first before you do anything that may differ from the instructions given. 

When on the ground, pay attention to airport signs and runway markings, know what they mean, 

and comply with them.  

 In summary, the general aviation deviations this reporting period are as follows: 

2 IFR Deviations 1 Brasher 

1 Class Alpha Airspace Deviation No Brasher 

1 Class Bravo Airspace Deviation 1 Brasher 

3 Class Delta Airspace Deviations No Brashers 

3 Runway Incursions 1 Brasher 

1 Overshot Runway No Brasher 

1 Surface Incident No Brashers 

For all the details of these deviations, see my Pilot Deviations Report located elsewhere in this 

newsletter. 

 

CONSTRUCTION 

Mesa Falcon Field (FFZ) still has numerous taxi-

ways being replaced, and one of the two runways 

may be closed from time to time. Be sure to get 

NOTAMS before your arrival. Other airports around 

the state have numerous construction projects in 

progress or have projects that will be starting soon. 

Unfortunately, we don’t have specific details on all 

 “ 
Pilots must listen very carefully to ATC 

instructions, and follow them, and if 

they can’t comply, immediately tell 

the controller why they can’t comply. 

”    

mailto:jtimm@azpilots.org
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ISO 2-4 Place Backcountry Airplane 

Looking to buy a 2-4 place airplane 

for backcountry work. 

Call: Bob at (602) 228-9145 

Email: bob@flightskills.com  

ISO Partnership Tucson Area 

Looking for a Partnership in Columbia/

Cirrus 

Contact: Michael Hutchinson 

(831) 776-2210 

Email: hutchinson93922@gmail.com  

Jim 

these projects, and we would urge you to always 

check for NOTAMS at your destination airport, so 

you won’t have an challenging surprise when you 

arrive. 

APA is working with airports around the state in up-

dating of their Airport Master Plans by providing the 

pilot and aircraft owner’s perspective in the process. 

An Airport Master Plan Update process usually re-

quires about a year for completion. 

 

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO FLY FOR BREAKFAST 

The fly-in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport (P08) was on the first Saturday of the month but 

knocked off for summer. They will restart in the fall. 

On the second Saturday of the month, consider flying down to Ryan Field (RYN) near Tucson for 

breakfast or lunch at Ritchie’s Restaurant. They are open daily from 6 am to 2 pm to serve you. 

The Falcon Field Warbirds Squadron normally had a fly-in breakfast on the third weekend of the 

month. Because of several complications the breakfasts had been halted, and presently it’s undeter-

mined when or if they will restart in the fall. We will advise when we have new information. 

Grapevine is open full-time, but the weekend camping, and cookouts have been discontinued for the 

summer. Grapevine, which lies within a National Forest, is heavily used by the Forest Service 

for fighting wildfires, and the Military for Special Training. 

On the last Saturday of the month, the ongoing fly-in breakfast is put on by the Casa Grande Mason-

ic Lodge in the air-conditioned Terminal of the Casa Grande Airport. 

When you fly to any of these venues, be sure to look for the Fly Arizona Passport Placard at the res-

taurant, and at the airport terminal. Scan the placard with your smart phone to get credit on the 

passport program for being there. 

 

Check with the APA Getaway Flights program and 

online calendar for fun weekend places to fly.  

mailto:bob@flightskills.com
mailto:hutchinson93922@gmail.com
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ArizonaSkiesAviation.com 

 

“Come out and fly!” 

Glenn Roberts – Airplane & Helicopter CFI 
602 463-5528 

ArizonaSkiesAviation@gmail.com 

 

mailto:arizonaskiesaviation@gmail.com
mailto:ArizonaSkiesAviation@gmail.com
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As an all-volunteer organization, APA relies on the generosity of our members and volunteers to 

accomplish our mission. To ensure that we’re communicating volunteer opportunities, we will begin 

publishing a Volunteer Opportunity summary in the newsletter going forward. 

Please take a look at the volunteer opportunities listed below and reach out to the APA point of 

contact for more details if you are interested in helping out.  

Thank you in advance for your participation!  

APA Volunteer Opportunities 

Opportunities APA Point of Contact 

APA Member Services 
Mailing Donor Thank You Cards 

Mailing Membership Cards and a Welcome Letters 
Clothing Store Inventory and Shipping Orders 

Sue 
(sue@azpilots.org) 

Grapevine Monthly 
Camping Weekend 

Volunteer Hosts Needed!  

October ‘24 

(Oct. 18-20) 
Open 

Leanne 
(leanne@azpilots.org)   

November ‘24 

(Nov. 15-17) 
Open 

December ‘24 

(Dec. 20-22) 
Open 

January ‘25 

(Jan 17-19) 
Open 

February ‘25 

(Feb. 7-9) 
Open 

March ‘25 

(Mar. 14-16) 
Open 

April ‘25 

(Apr. 11-13) 
Open 

Airstrip Maintenance 
Volunteers Needed! 

Grapevine (88AZ) 
(General Maintenance—watch the APA Facebook 

page for dates) 

Mike Andresen 
(grapevine@azpilots.org) 

Red Creek 
(Fill Ruts, etc.) 

Tommy Thomason 
(redcreek@azpilots.org) 

Double Circle Ranch  
(Airstrip Shoulder Mowing - Help Needed!) 

In Work 
Thanks to Josh Leavitt  
and the Bryce Families! 

(doublecircle@azpilots.org) 

Forepaugh 
(General Strip Maintenance) 

Kit Murphy 
(forepaugh@azpilots.org) 

mailto:sue@azpilots.org
mailto:leanne@azpilots.org
mailto:grapevine@azpilots.org
mailto:redcreek@azpilots.org
mailto:doublecircle@azpilots.org
mailto:forepaugh@azpilots.org
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In-flight Weather Resources 

 

The FAA and industry will conduct a public education campaign 

emphasizing the value of education with respect to preflight and 

in-flight weather information resources. 

 

Outreach Month:  August 2024 

Topic: In-flight Weather Resources 

DOWNLOADS:  

PowerPoint Presentation Slides... 

Prescott Regional Airport-Ernest A Love Field (PRC) 

Prescott Regional Airport-Ernest A Love Field 

(PRC) is a medium sized, multi-use airport lo-

cated 7 miles northeast of the city of Prescott, 

Arizona. PRC is a commercial service airport 

and is one of the nation's top 50-busiest air-

ports due to intensive fixed wing and helicopter 

flight training. In addition, the airport supports 

recreational general aviation, corporate avia-

tion, air cargo, military and U.S. Forest Service 

fixed wing and helicopter firefighting opera-

tions. This mix of pilot experience levels and 

aircraft capabilities make PRC a challenge for 

controllers and pilots alike.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WPbqla6oSS8&t=3s 

https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/in-flight-weather-resources
https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/in-flight-weather-resources
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WPbqla6oSS8&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WPbqla6oSS8&t=3s


 13 

 

Featured  

By Rod KunKel 

 

Palm Springs, CA 

November 1 - 3, 2024 

 

Our last weekend getaway of 2024 to Palm Springs is scheduled for 

Friday 11/1 - Sunday 11/3. The trip will feature the Palm Springs Air 

Museum, Palm Springs Tramway, plus a stay at the Chateau at Lake 

La Quinta. 

 

Here is the itinerary: 

Friday 11/1 

• Arrive at Palm Springs International Airport (KPSP). Palm Springs International has two 

FBOs (Signature and Atlantic). I’ll let you know which one we’ll plan to use as we get closer to 

November. 

• Spend late morning / early afternoon at the Palm Springs Air Museum. This is a very good 

museum with a wide variety of civilian and military aircraft on display. It is located adjacent to 

Palm Springs International Airport, so there will be plenty of aircraft taking off and landing for 

your viewing pleasure. 

• Dinner at a local restaurant. 

• Overnight at the Chateau at Lake La Quinta, 

which is a 24-room boutique hotel in nearby La 

Quinta. 

Saturday 11/2 

• Breakfast at the hotel. 

• Ride on the Palm Springs Tramway. The tramway 

is the world’s largest rotating tram car, which trans-

ports you roughly 6,000 feet from the valley floor up 

to the mountain ridge high above Palm Springs. 

There are restaurants, bars, gift shops, and plenty 

of hiking opportunities once up on the ridge. 

Weekend Getaway: Palm Springs, CA 

https://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2024/11/01/54096/-/weekend-getaway-to-palm-springs
https://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2024/11/01/54096/-/weekend-getaway-to-palm-springs
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• Free time to explore Downtown Palm 

Springs, with plenty of shops, restaurants, 

and bars. 

• We’ll meet for dinner at a local restaurant. 

• Overnight at the Chateau at Lake La Quinta. 

Sunday 11/3 

• Breakfast on your own. 

• Return to Palm Springs International, leave 

for home. 

 

I’ve reserved 5 rooms with king beds (not including mine) at the hotel, which is all they had left when 

I booked.  So, the first 5 singles/couples who get me a deposit are in.  I will also reserve rental 

cars for ground transportation, to be picked up at the airport. 

I’m estimating the cost for the hotel, rental car, air museum, and tramway to be $675 for singles / 

$800 for couples.  Meals are not included. 

Contact me at getaways@azpilots.org if you are interested! 

Rod 

https://partner91.com/
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    Fly a Helicopter! Contact: Glenn Roberts Fly Loops and Rolls! 

 Price:$ 330.00 (602) 463-5528 glennsroberts@icloud.com  Price:$ 220.00 

 

Sling TSI empennage kit 

Price: $4,400 

Contact: Brian Toncray 

Email: tonrayb@gmail.com  

MEMBER PHOTOS 

Thank you to Carl Guilliams  for this monthõs photos! 

Where will you go next? Send your photos to newsletter@azpilots.org ! 

At the fuel pump in Eloy after a new paint job on 7 -22-2024  

Prop Bulkhead 

Price:$ 12,345 

Contact: Mark Helley 

azhelleys@gmail.com  

mailto:glennsroberts@icloud.com
mailto:tonrayb@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org
mailto:azhelleys@gmail.com
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I am a DAR-T and work in Buckeye (10AZ) all week. I 

am able to do Field Approvals, Ferry Permits, Airworthi-

ness Certification for Standard and Experimental air-

craft, 8130 tags, Export Certificates of Airworthiness 

Certificates and Replacement Airworthiness Certifi-

cates. I am open to all ideas for Field Approvals and 

can help figure out a way to get your project approved. 

  

Steven Huff  learaviator@yahoo.com  602-390-4246 

By Leanne Tawoda 

 

Hello Arizona Pilots, 

Hard to believe it is August already.  Guess what?  

It is time to start thinking about Grapevine Fly In 

that will start up in October.  Below is the weekend 

camping fly-in for the season. 

October 18-20 

November 15-17 

December 20-22 

January 17-19 

February 7-9 

March 14-16 

April 11-13 

Now is the time to get your name in for hosting a weekend.  It is a fun and enjoyable opportunity to 

meet old friends, and new friends.  Enjoy stories by the campfire and watch the night sky away from 

the city lights.   

Last season was a bit unusual.  The January weekend is frequently cancelled because of weather.  

However, February weekend in 2024 was a wet one and had to be cancelled, too.  But don’t let that 

stop you from signing up! 

If you are interested, just send me an email.  If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to email, and 

we can answer them. 

Look forward to seeing old and new faces. 

Enjoy the rest of summer, 

Grapevine ‘24-‘25 

Leanne 

mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20APA%20Newsletter
mailto:leanne@azpilots.org?subject=Grapevine%20Camp%20Host
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Got interesting aviation vide-

os that you wish to share? 

Please share only your own 

videos, keep them related to an 

aviation topic of some kind, and 

please keep them to no more 

than 5-6 minutes long. A short 

paragraph of explanation would 

be great, but not necessary. 

rick@azpilots.org 

Hangar for Rent Glendale Airport 

Contact: Michael Haubrich 

(262) 672-1956 

Email: skyboundaz@gmail.com  

Aviation Hagar 52x52 for Rent 

Price: $2,000 

Contact: Michael Mackey 

(646) 651-6275 

Email: michael@makeyev.com  

Cessna 182P SKYLANE 

Price: $144,999 

Contact: Diana Andresen 

(480) 540-7344 

Email: dmandresen23@gmail.com  

“   
                              ” 

A Few Words About Safety 
Denny Granquist 

 

ñBrief all passengers on the plan and what 
you expect from them to include survival.ò 

 
 

ñUsing ATC is better than avoiding ATC.ò  

mailto:rick@azpilots.org
mailto:skyboundaz@gmail.com
mailto:michael@makeyev.com
mailto:michael@makeyev.com
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Short Final  The following articles contain content that 

is not necessarily the opinion of the APA. 

By Howard Deevers 

 

Two Boeing airliners have lost a wheel over the last few months. A Boe-

ing 767 departing from San Francisco lost a wheel right after take-off. 

The wheel hit a car in the employee parking lot. A few months later, a 

Boeing 777 departing Los Angeles lost its wheel, which was subse-

quently found in a residential neighborhood. In both cases, the airplanes 

made safe landings with no injuries to anyone.  

Such large aircraft losing a wheel is actually a very rare event. The 

wheels are large, heavy, and probably moving fast. If that wheel were to strike a person on the 

ground, it would likely be fatal. Fortunately, no one was injured by falling wheels from the Boeing air-

planes.  

My loss of a wheel was not dramatic enough to make the news, but it was dramatic enough for us 

pilots of the Piper Arrow. I have had at least three flat tire incidents on airplanes, but this was differ-

ent. The nose wheel actually fell off of the airplane! 

No one was injured by this falling wheel, at a non-towered airport in southern Arizona. I was doing 

training with the Arrow’s new owner, and on a landing, we were unable to keep the plane in the cen-

ter of the runway. It looked like we would exit the pavement and go into the grass to the left of the 

runway. I took control and did a go around. I thought that we had a low tire or flat tire on the left main 

wheel causing us to pull to the left. On the departure leg, I tried to retract the landing gear, but it 

would not give us a safe three-light, gear up indication.  

The owner and I discussed our options at this point. We 

stayed close to the airport. The plane is based at Tuc-

son International Airport, and we thought about return-

ing there. The possibility of having a major landing gear 

issue at Tucson, and closing the airport even for a short 

time, was not appealing. I suggested we do a landing 

back at the training airport, performing a soft-field land-

ing as close to the runway turn off as practical, and use 

NO brakes at all. That worked, and we were able to get 

off the runway and stop.  

I was still thinking it was a flat, or very low, tire. We shut 

down the engine and got out to look. Both main wheels 

were OK, but the nose wheel was missing!!! All that 

was left was part of the hub of the wheel, still attached 

A Wheel Fell Off Of My Airplane 
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to the nose axle, and no tire to be seen. We were 

rolling on that hub only and were lucky to still be on 

the hard surface. If we had rolled into the dirt off the 

runway, it would have resulted in a prop strike, and 

been a much bigger incident. My student, a private 

pilot with some good flight time in his logbook, re-

mained calm throughout the whole event. 

After inspecting the nose wheel, we needed to get 

the plane towed to a parking place, but we were not 

going to try to taxi any further than where we were 

stopped. Of course, both of our cars were at Tucson Airport, so my student called his wife for a ride. 

She was relieved to hear that we were OK, and so was the plane, and agreed to come pick us up.  

My next thought was: Where is the rest of the wheel? We started searching the airport grounds, and 

with the help of another pilot friend flying there, located the wheel about 2000 feet from the end of 

the runway. We found one half of the hub with the tire and tube still attached, and rapidly made a 

closer inspection.  

Airplane wheels and tires are not like auto wheels and tires at all. The wheel is in two parts and is 

made of cast aluminum. Examining the parts, we could see that a stress crack had given way and 

allowed that half of the wheel to separate. Was this something we should have caught on a preflight 

inspection? No pilot wants anything to fall off their airplane in flight, but this was not something that 

you would be able to see without removing the whole front wheel assembly, tire, and tube.  

We located a loaner part the next day and used it to fly the plane to fly back to Tucson. The owner 

immediately ordered a new hub, tire, and tube, and about five days later, I helped him replace the 

loaner items with new parts and return the airplane to safe flying condition. 

This event made me wonder if those Boeing airplane wheels could have been discovered on a pre-

flight inspection. Again, the answer was probably not. Pilots are not mechanics in most cases, and 

airline planes undergo a different inspection process than the usual annual inspection that GA 

planes go through. This incident has caused me to spend more time looking at the wheels on my air-

plane. It is very inconvenient to have to look for parts that fell off your airplane. And not being as big 

as a Boeing, we might never find that part! 

Want to know more about aviation safety? Come to a free safety seminar sponsored by ARIZONA 

PILOTS ASSOCIATION and the FAASTeam. Check the website for a location near you, and don’t 

forget to “Bring your wingman.” 

Howard 
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By Rebecca Burghy 

 

In the May issue of our newsletter, Paul Wiley pro-

vided an excellent article titled “Why Get an Instru-

ment Rating in Arizona?” He lists the many ad-

vantages to earning an Instrument Rating, all of 

which are true and lead to the key point: This rating 

really will make you a better, safer, more capable 

pilot. 

Taking on the challenge to improve your pilot skills, 

you put in many hours of study and flight training, 

learn a whole new vocabulary and skill set, and successfully earn the Instrument Rating. Yipee! 

You’re all set now, right? Hmm…. Let’s look a little further ahead. 

Speaking as a CFII and 40-year pilot, I have observed an interesting trend about instrument ratings. 

A pilot spends almost all of their instrument flight training with eyes INSIDE the airplane, focused in-

tently on the panel, flying solely by reference to instruments. ATC separates IFR traffic for you, and 

you typically don’t spend much time actually looking for conflicting traffic. After 40+ hours of this 

practice, it becomes such an ingrained habit that it is quite difficult for the pilot to start looking OUT-

SIDE the airplane again, even when flying in clear VFR conditions.  

We humans really are creatures of habit, and if instrument training is the last thing we learned, we 

tend to keep using those IFR habits even when we need to be using our VFR habits. 

How do we overcome this pattern? Earn a Commercial Pilot certificate. You may argue that you nev-

er plan to fly for hire, and while that may be true, you will benefit immensely from this training. In 

learning to perform lazy eights and chandelles, you’ll physically fly the airplane more precisely than 

ever before, achieving greater awareness of the airplane’s capabilities as well as your own. You’ll 

hold altitude better, handle turbulence with aplomb, and roll those wheels onto the runway exactly 

where you want them. In the process, you will retrain your eyeballs to look outside the airplane 

again, without losing your ability to focus inside as needed. 

In short, with both Instrument and Commercial train-

ing, you will become the pilot you always aspired to 

be: capable, calm and cool, able to handle the myri-

ad challenges of flying in a wide variety of condi-

tions and environments. You often spot traffic be-

fore ATC advises it, radio calls are no longer intimi-

dating, and you handle the airplane with a deft 

touch. And those lazy eights are just plain fun! 

Not only will your insurance company appreciate the 

additional training hours and certification, but you 

Beyond the Instrument Rating 
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ISO Cirrus for Rent 

Contact: Kay 

(602) 820-6286  

Email: kacorbin 

@post.harvard.edu 

Eliminate Batteries 

in ANR Headset 

Price: $35.00 

Jake McKernan 

Email: jake,mc 

kernan@cox.com  

CFII Accepting New Students 

Contact: Patrick Williams 

(480) 737-5999 

Email: pwilliamsaz@gmail.com  

DAR-T Available for Field         

Approvals, Ferry Permits, & More 

Contact: Steve Huff 

Email: learaviator@yahoo.com  

will be accomplishing required flight reviews, while maintaining currency AND proficiency. Yes, flight 

instructors and avgas cost money, but you’re going flying anyway, aren’t you? Make those hours 

count and reap the benefits. Fly Smart!  

Rebecca 

http://www.arizonasportplanerepair.com/
mailto:kacorbin@post.harvard.edu
mailto:kacorbin@post.harvard.edu
mailto:jake.mckernan@cox.net
mailto:jake.mckernan@cox.net
mailto:pwilliamsaz@gmail.com
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com


 22 

 

http://aftw.org/
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July Aviation Accident & Incident Summary 
by Jim Timm 

 
 

The following are the reports of aviation accidents, and incidents that have occurred in Arizona from 

mid-June through mid-July. We hope to use the following detailed accident information to develop 

safety programs, briefings, and posters/flyers that would help pilots learn from the mistakes being 

made by others and be able to take the necessary action to prevent them from having similar occur-

rences. 

Because we didn’t have a BOD meeting in July, because just about everyone was attending EAA 

AirVenture fly-in at Oshkosh, this report may be a bit abbreviated in the details provided. 

The number of accidents/Incidents has gone down very slightly, but it could be better. The really 

good news is that there weren’t any fatalities reported the past period, and in all the other occurrenc-

es nobody was seriously injured. Things could have been better, and we all do need to prevent acci-

dents.  

In continuing with the expanded scope of the report, we’re using information from the Aviation Safety 

Network (ASN), FAA, NTSB, and APA Members. This more inclusive information source suits our 

purpose of trying to get an idea of what is happening out there so we can help make flying safer. 

 

In the meantime, here are the results from the above sources.  

Date: June 16, 2024 

Source: FAA Incident 

Location: Chandler (CHD) 

Type: Beech King Air 

Injuries: Unreported Uninjured 

Pilot: Certification Unreported 

BIRD STRIKE 

During the landing they hit a bird on the runway, 

and after taxiing to parking, damage was noted 

to the right wing flap. Because damage was 

slight enough, and did not require immediate re-

pair, they later departed for Show Low. 

 

Date: June 17, 2024 

Source: FAA 

Location: Prescott (PRC) 

Type: Cessna 172 

Injuries: 1 Uninjured 

Pilot: Private Pilot 

LOSS OF CONTROL TAKING OFF 

While the Cessna was performing touch and go 

landings at Prescott, the pilot saw a flock of birds 

on the runway and aborted the takeoff. In the 

process the pilot veered off the runway and into 

a drainage ditch. The damage to the aircraft was 

determined to be substantial. 

 

Date: June 18, 2024 

Source: ASN, NTSB 

Location: North of Page (PGA) 

Type: Beechcraft Baron 

Injuries: Uninjured Unreported 

Pilot: Certification Unreported 

PRECAUTIONAR LANDING 

The Pressurized Beech Baron had departed Las 

Vegas and was headed to Denver Centennial 

Airport when they experienced a fracture of the 

windshield Northeast of Page at FL210. They 

diverted to Page and made a safe landing. 

 

Date: June 19, 2024 

Source: FAA Incident 

Location: Prescott (PRC) 

Type: Cessna 180 
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Injuries: 1 Uninjured 

Pilot: Private Pilot 

LOSS OF CONTROL LANDING 

The Cessna landed and ran off the runway. The 

tower called an alert, but there was no damage. 

The alert was canceled, and the aircraft taxied to 

parking. 

 

Date: June 23, 2024 

Source: FAA Incident 

Location: Phoenix/Mesa Gateway Airport (IWA) 

Type: Partenania P-68 (Twin Engine Aircraft) 

Injuries: 2 uninjured 

Pilot: Commercial (No Multi Engine Rating) 

BIRD STRIKE 

The Partenavia struck a bird while taking off but 

aborted the takeoff and safely landed on the 

same runway. There was a hole in the Plexiglas 

nose, but the total extent of damage was un-

known. 

 

Date: July 2, 2024 

Source: FAA Incident 

Location: Phoenix Deer Valley (DVT) 

Type: Piper PA-28-181 

Injuries: Unreported Uninjured 

Pilot: Certification Unreported 

LOSS OF CONTROL LANDING 

During the landing the Piper went off the runway, 

and there was no damage to the aircraft or air-

port property. 

 

Date: July 6, 2024  

Source: FAA 

Location: Williams, AZ 

Type: C-100 LTA Balloon 

Injuries: 3 Minor injuries 

Pilot: Student Pilot 

DAMAGE FROM EXCESSIVE WIND 

The C-100 Balloon was not intended for flight, 

but was being inflated for a Trade Show, and 

was caught by a wind gust, and was dragged 

approximately 200 yards striking multiple light 

poles and a parked car. 

 

Date: July 7, 2024 

Source: FAA Incident 

Location: Lake Havasu (HII) 

Type: Sling LSA 

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

Pilot: Commercial/CFI (LSA) 

LOSS OF FUEL PRESSURE 

The pilot reported a loss of fuel pressure and 

power and made a forced landing in the desert 

near Lake Havasu. The extent of damage was 

unknown. 

 

Date: July 9, 2024  

Source: ASN, FAA 

Location: Mesa Falcon Field (FFZ) 

Type: MD530F Helicopter 

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

Pilot: Certification Unreported 

HARD LANDING 

The helicopter was practicing auto-rotations at 

Mesa Falcon Field when it landed hard and 

rolled over, severing the tail. The damage was 

substantial. 

 

Date: July 13, 2024 

Source: ASN 

Location: Cottonwood 

Type: MD500E Helicopter 

Injuries: 4 Uninjured 

Pilot: Pilot Certification Unknown 

LOST A LANDING SKID 

The helicopter lost a skid and landed with only 

one skid and rolled on its side causing extensive 

damage.   
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June-July Pilot Deviations 
by Jim Timm 

 
 
It is important to examine pilot deviations to determine if a common thread exists that we can ad-

dress to help reduce the number of deviations and enhance aviation safety. 

Because we didn’t have a BOD meeting in July, as just about everyone went to the EAA AirVenture 

fly-in at Oshkosh, this report will be much abbreviated in the details provided. 

In the reporting period from June 14, 2024, through July11, 2024, there were eleven pilot deviations 

reported by the FAA SDL FSDO. These deviations were committed by pilots with certificates ranging 

from Student Pilot through Commercial/CFI, and there were three out of state pilots, and two foreign 

pilots that committed these deviations. Of the eleven deviations reported, three Brashers were is-

sued. 

Note: A controller will issue a Brasher notification to a pilot when further FAA action will be taken, 

and the controller is thus giving the airman the opportunity to make note of the occurrence, and col-

lect information and their thoughts for their future interaction with FAA Flight Standards inspector. 

Pilots need to listen carefully to ATC instructions and comply with them, and if you can’t comply, tell 

ATC why you can’t. Also, when flying in controlled airspace, pilots should never be creative, but talk 

to ATC before they do something that differs from the instructions given. Pilots must always be 

aware of what type of airspace they are flying in, or may be about to enter, and know what may be 

expected of them. Always fly with care and forethought. 

 

The details of the deviations this month are as follows:  

IFR DEVIATION (2) 

 

6/20 Altitude Deviation  

 Private Pilot  

 Phoenix TRACON (P50) 

The pilot descended below his assigned altitude, 

and lost separation with terrain/obstacles.  

 

6/27 Altitude Deviation  

 Private Pilot  

 Out of Idaho - Albuquerque Center (ZAB) 

The Cessna was cleared to FL200 but incorrect-

ly climbed to FL202, and separation was lost 

with a Piper at FL210. A Brasher was issued  

 

CLASS ALPHA AIRSPACE DEVIATION (1) 

 

6/18 Entering Class Alpha Airspace Without Au-

thorization 

 Pilot Certification Unknown 

 Out of Mexico 

 Tucson TRACON (P90) 

The pilot deviation was reported when the Gulf-

stream jet climbed VFR into Class Alpha Air-

space without authorization. 

 

CLASS BRAVO AIRSPACE DEVIATION (1) 

 

6/19 Entering Class Bravo Airspace Without Au-

thorization 

 Private Pilot 

 Out of Florida 

 Phoenix TRACON (P50) 

The pilot deviation was reported by the Phoenix 

TRACON when the Piper entered the Class Bra-

vo Airspace without authorization. 
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A Brasher was issued.  

 

CLASS DELTA AIRSPACE DEVIATIONS (3) 

 

The first two deviations were committed by a for-

eign pilot, who on a single flight violated the Del-

ta Airspace of both adjacent airports, and at the 

last airport, he also committed a runway incur-

sion. 

 

6/14 Entering Class Delta Airspace Without First 

Establishing Two-Way Radio Communica-

tion 

 Pilot Certification Unknown 

 Out of New Caledonia 

 Phoenix Goodyear (GYR) 

The pilot deviation was reported by Goodyear 

airport when the pilot entered their Delta Air-

space unannounced and conflicted with traffic in 

the pattern. 

 

6/14 Entering Class Delta Airspace Without First 

Establishing Two-Way Radio Communica-

tion 

 Pilot Certification Unknown 

 Out of New Caledonia 

 Glendale Airport (GEU) 

The pilot left the GYR Delta airspace and en-

tered the GEU Delta Airspace without prior ap-

proval and landed on a runway opposite the flow 

of traffic without ATC authorization. This event 

resulted in both a Delta Airspace deviation and a 

Runway Incursion deviation. 

 

6/22 Entering Class Delta Airspace Without First 

Establishing Two-Way Radio Communica-

tion 

 Student Pilot  

 Phoenix/Mesa Gateway Airport (IWA) 

The Piper entered the IWA Class Delta Airspace 

without first establishing two-way radio commu-

nications. 

 

RUNWAY INCURSION (2) 

 

6/17 Entering the Runway Without Authorization 

 Private Pilot 

 Chandler Airport (CHD) 

The Cessna entered the runway without ATC 

authorization. 

 

6/25 Entering the Runway Without Authorization 

 Commercial/CFI Pilot 

 Phoenix/Mesa Gateway Airport (IWA) 

The pilot deviation was reported when the Piper 

was cleared to land, but instead they made a 

touch and go. A Brasher was issued. 

 

OVERSHOT RUNWAY (1) 

 

7/7 Overshot the Runway Landing 

 Pilot Certification Unknown 

 Out of Montana 

 Phoenix Sky Harbor (PHX)  

A Cessna overshot the runway and started a go 

around, which resulted in an air carrier getting a 

Resolution Alert (RA) and having to execute a go 

around. This action was reported as a NMAC. 

 

SURFACE INCIDENT (1) 

 

6/29 Entrance on the Airport Without Authoriza-

tion 

 Unidentified Person 

 Phoenix Sky Harbor (PHX) 

An unauthorized individual was observed on the 

airside of the airport. When attempting to appre-

hend him, he attempted to enter an air carrier 

aircraft, but was stopped by airline personnel 

and held for law enforcement officers.  
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Redbird LD Flight Simulator 

Rental at Chandler Air Service 

Price: $70.00  

Call: (480) 093-6420  

Email: fly@aerobatics.com 

Amazing Fixed-Base 

Simulator for Rental 

Price:$ 70 

Contact: Randy Brooks 

(480) 466-5908 

randall.brooks@apstrainbing.com  

Near Midair Collisions (NMAC’s) 
by Jim Timm 

 
 
We had two Near Mid Air Collision incidents reported during the period from June 14 through July 

11, 2024. The details of the incidents are as follows: 

Date: 6/13  

Location: Phoenix/Mesa Gateway Airport (IWA) 

An air carrier A320 was descending and turning 

left for final, and a RV-8 was northbound transi-

tioning the Class Delta Airspace. ATC instructed 

the RV8 to maintain at or above 3,500 feet, and 

to remain west of RWY 12R final. The RV8 de-

scended without authorization, and didn’t remain 

west of the final to RWY12R, resulting in a con-

flict with the A320. The A320 advised ATC they 

were responding to a Resolution Alert (RA) and 

were executing a go-around. The closest prox-

imity was 0.37 NM, and 600 feet vertical. 

 

Date: 7/7  

Location: Phoenix Sky Harbor (PHX) 

When a Cessna overshot the runway, and start-

ed a go around, it resulted in an air carrier get-

ting a Resolution Alert (RA) and having to exe-

cute a go-around. 

“   
                              ” 

A Few Words About Safety 
Denny Granquist 

 

ñSurvival success starts with preflight planning 
and goes beyond charts or IPads.ò 

 
 

ñFlying with other pilots is always a check ride.ò  

mailto:fly@aerobatics.com
mailto:randall.brooks@apstrainbing.com
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Mark, Stefanie, & the BLM DC TEAM in Phoenix 

AIRPARK NAME / CONTACT CITY Homes / sites REALTOR 

Big Springs Airpark Prescott 12   

   Mgr: Peter Hartman (928) 626-7207       

Castle Well Morristown 8/11  
    Mgr: Gerald DaFoe  (810) 516-9122      

Eagle Roost Airpark  Aguila 85 / 115 (5 acre lots)  
   Mgr: John Greissing  (928) 685-3433       

Flying Diamond Airpark  Tucson 20/97   

   Bill Grahn  (520) 812-1085       

Flying J Ranch  Pima 2/ 28   

   Mgr: Howard Jenkins  (928) 485-9201       

Hangar Haciendas  Laveen 39 lots w/sep taxi ways  
   Mgr:  Scott Johnson (602) 320-2382      

High Mesa Air Park  Safford /19 (2.5 acre lots)   

   Mgr: Phil DiBartola 928-428-6811       

Inde Motorsports Ranch Airport Wilcox 4/9 (1 acre lots) on   

   Mgr: Britney Kirk (520) 384-0796   100 acres w/race track   

Indian Hills Airpark  Salome 75  
   Mgr: Gerry Breeyear (928) 916-0608      

La Cholla Airpark Oro Valley 122   

   Mgr: Larry Newman (520) 297-8096       

Mogollon Airpark  Overgaard 60   

  Mgr: Sherry admin@mogollonairpark.com       

Montezuma Heights Airpark  Camp Verde 43/44   

   Dr. Dana Myatt (602) 888-1287       

Moreton Airpark  Wickenburg 2  
   Mgr: Daniel Kropp (602) 315-0323      

Payson Airpark  Payson 40+  

   Coord: Dennis Dueker (928) 472-4748      

Pegasus Airpark  Queen Creek 15/40 Erik McCormick - Choice One Properties 
   https://azpegasusairpark.com/     480 888 6380  Erik@Pilotexpeditions.com 

Pilot's Rest Airstrip Paulden 4/25   

   Resident: Carol 661-733-2247       

Ruby Star Airpark  Green Valley 13 / 74   

   Mgr: Wendy Magras (520) 477-1534       

Valley of the Eagle (Sampley’s) Airpark Aguila 30  
   Mgr: Jerry Witsken (928) 685-4859      

Skyranch at Carefree  Carefree 20 Erik McCormick - Choice One Properties 

   Mgr: Tommy Thomason (480) 488-3571     480 888 6380  Erik@Pilotexpeditions.com 

Stellar Air Park  Chandler 95/105 Erik McCormick - Choice One Properties 

   Mgr: SRUA, Inc. (480) 295-2683     480 888 6380  Erik@Pilotexpeditions.com 

Sun Valley Airpark  Fort Mohave 55/107   

   Mgr: Jim Lambert (928) 768-5096       

Thunder Ridge Airpark Morristown 9/14 (on 160 acres)  
   John Anderson janderson72j@gmail.com      

Triangle Airpark White Hills 115 acres   

   Mgr: Walt Stout (702) 202-9851        

Twin Hawks  Marana 2/40 (4 acre lots)   

   Mgr: Tim Blowers (520) 349-7677   on 155 acres   

Western Sky Salome all 200 acres for sale  
   Mgr: Bill McDonald (602) 809-4008      

Whetstone Airpark  Whetstone 5 / 12   

   Mgr: Brian Ulmer (520) 456-0483       

https://azpegasusairpark.com/
mailto:Erik@Pilotexpeditions.com
mailto:Erik@Pilotexpeditions.com
mailto:Erik@Pilotexpeditions.com


 29 

 

!0! 7ÅÂÓÉÔÅ 

Please visit our website for the latest information. 
www.azpilots.org A great resource for APA’s work in the 
state, archived newsletters, current events, APA’s contin-
uous work with legislators, a calendar of activities, and 
more. 
APA is a volunteer run organization.  It survives on 
membership dues and sponsor revenue. Stefanie Spen-
cer manages the website on a continuous basis.  
Email Stefanie at:   

 Webmaster@AZPilots.org 
 

.Å×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ #ÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÏÒÓ 
Article Deadlines: 

20th Editor reminds the Team to submit articles 

25th Authors submit articles and advertisements 

Contact the newsletter editor, Cathy Paradee: 

newsletter@AZPilots.org 

For anyone wanting to contribute to this newsletter please submit your writing in an email file 
along with photos and captions (separate files).  The APA  would like to publish information 
about what’s happening in your area of Arizona.  Subject matter could range from regulatory 
issues to new places to eat (or old places) to airport management to safety.  Of course, the 
APA would like to know about any political activities that could potentially compromise Arizo-
na’s pilots or its airports. 

New pilots welcomed! Writers welcomed! 

http://www.azpilots.org
mailto:Webmaster@AZPilots.org
mailto:newsletter@AZPilots.org
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!0! #ÌÏÔÈÉÎÇ 

The online store is currently on the Square Market, click here. 

!ÄÖÅÒÔÉÓÅÍÅÎÔÓ 

As a benefit to current members, you may advertise aviation related items in the APA News-
letter and online. Classified ads for items that you own are completely free, just send those 
requests to our webmaster Stefanie. Photographic ads range from business card size to full 
page. Please contact our sponsorship and advertising chairman Rick for more information on 
advertising. 

!0! -ÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ 

If you are not a member of APA you are encouraged to join and help us keep General Avia-
tion available, safe and fun for all. Your support is very much appreciated. Please visit our 
website for details and where you can join APA, If you have questions, please go to our web-
site's contacts web page where you can send an email, see our mailing address or contact us 
by telephone. You can also help APA by purchasing some of our logo items, Caps & T-Shirts. 

6ÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒ υπρ ɉÃɊ ɉσɊ /ÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ 

The Arizona Pilots Association (APA) is an all volunteer 501 (c) (3) organization. The articles 
you find in our newsletter are written by volunteers and do not necessarily reflect the opin-
ions or position of the APA, nor have they been vetted for technical accuracy. 

https://squareup.com/store/azpilots
mailto:webmaster@azpilots.org?subject=Classified%20Ad%20Request
mailto:rick@azpilots.org?subject=Advertising%20Inquiry
https://azpilots.org/more-resources/join-today
https://squareup.com/market/azpilots
https://squareup.com/market/azpilots
https://squareup.com/store/azpilots

