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Presidentôs Report  

Greetings, 

The cooler weather finally arrived, just in time for the October Grapevine 

Camping weekend. We had a great turnout with eight planes and twenty 

folks staying over for dinner and camping. Thanks to Mike Andresen for 

hosting our first event of the season. We still have camping weekend 

host slots open. If you are interested, take a look at the APA Volunteer 

Opportunities page in the newsletter and reach out to Leanne Tawoda ï 

leanne@azpilots.org. Although the strip is in great shape, weôre planning 

to hold a volunteer work party in the next month or so to do some 

maintenance on the aprons, brush clearing and repainting the runway 

markings. Keep an eye on our Facebook page for details and dates if 

you are interested in volunteering. 

Iôm also pleased to report that the Recreational Aviation Foundation (RAF) has signed a new five-

year Cost Share Agreement with the US Forest Service (USFS) that covers the Southwest Region 

and provides funding for maintenance and improvements to Double Circle Ranch (AZ66) and other 

backcountry airstrips located in Arizona and New Mexico. Special thanks to the RAF and APA Vice 

President and RAF Arizona Liaison, Mark Spencer, for working with the USFS to make this happen.  

As Iôve reported previously, these USFS funding agreements are structured as cost share arrange-

ments which require the receiving organizations, the RAF, APA, and the New Mexico Pilots Associa-

tion, to contribute volunteer hours to make up their portion of the cost. So, itôs important for APA to 

ensure that we turn out the volunteer hours necessary to meet our portion of the cost share commit-

ment. If you are interested in volunteering at Double Circle or any of our backcountry airstrips, reach 

out to us at contact@azpilots.org. 

Finally, as many of you know, we closed the 2024 APA scholarship application cycle on 31 October. 

Iôm pleased to report that we received sixty applications, which is a new record! Although most of the 

applicants want to pursue careers as professional pilots, we saw an increase in the number that 

want to pursue careers in aviation maintenance and air traffic control. The Scholarship Committee is 

already reviewing the applications, and we'll provide an update in next month's newsletter on the se-

lection of recipients. However, itôs important to remember that the Scholarship Program is solely de-

pendent on member donations. As we get ready to close 

2024, please consider making a tax-deductible donation to 

help APA fulfill this important part of our mission - https://

azpilots.org/more-resources/charitable-donations. 

As always, thank you for supporting APAôs mission 

through your membership. Please feel free to reach out to 

me at chris@azpilots.org if you have any comments, con-

cerns or questions.  

Fly Safe, 
C˓ˠiʟ 

mailto:leanne@azpilots.org
mailto:contact@azpilots.org
https://azpilots.org/more-resources/charitable-donations
https://azpilots.org/more-resources/charitable-donations
mailto:chris@azpilots.org
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Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð November 2024 

 
 

As Iôm writing this, itôs still a bit warm out by midday, but the ear-

ly mornings are great. They are promising that by November we 

should be enjoying ñcoolò normal middays. We shall see. I still 

have a hard time getting my head around the fact that as we are 

starting to enjoy good flying weather, our cousins in the north-

ern part of the country are now starting to think about wrapping 

things up for the season. Because itôs so nice out, letôs just go 

flying. Iôll be seeing you at some of the Saturday morning fly in 

breakfasts. 

The USAF at Davis-Monthan has extended the comment period to November 12, 2024, regarding 

their Environmental Impact Statement for Special Use Airspace Optimization in Arizona. As a gen-

eral minimum, this proposal will involve the very significant lowering of the MOA floors, dropping of 

flares at lower altitudes, and supersonic flight at lower altitudes in the MOAs. Comments from our 

flying community are important and need to be heard. There is already a possibility of legal action 

over these changes, and it will be interesting to see how it finally ends. 

The issue of landing fees being implemented by some of our airports based on information being 

received via ADS-B is continuing to heat up. APA will be contacting some of our state legislators in 

an attempt to stop the problem. See our Presidentôs Report for more details.  

We strongly recommend that everyone take an interest in what is happening at your airport and 

offer to provide assistance when necessary. If anyone is aware of a landing fee being considered 

for their airport, please advise APA immediately. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

 

FAA 

There hasnôt been anything new from the FAA regarding proposed regulatory changes that would 

impact your flying activities. APA is always on the alert for any changes that may occur and will 

keep you informed.  

Unfortunately, we did see a clarification of the present maintenance rules that could impact the 

cost and availability of annual inspection of 

your certificated airplane. What has been 

standard maintenance practice for the past 

60 years is being changed by the FAAôs new 

legal interpretation of 14 CFR Part 43.3(d), 

which changes the FAAôs view of standard 

maintenance supervision. Under this new 
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Moss interpretation, apparently the A&P with an IA 

certification will have to be present and personally 

supervise work being done by an uncertified person 

on the aircraft before signing off the inspection in 

the logbook. This new interpretation by the FAA will 

likely eliminate the owner-assisted maintenance/

inspection at most FBOs. UPDATE: Due to industry 

backlash, the FAA issued a stay to this new order 

on October 15, 2024. The legal battle is just warm-

ing up and more details will be forthcoming. 

 

AIRSPACE 

We are all aware of the significant increase in parachute activity throughout the state, and I hope 

you have been extra vigilant when flying near airports with parachute operations. Be advised that the 

Royal Air Force will be sending teams here in late November/very early December for advanced 

training. This will be in addition to the present advanced tactical training of other foreign personnel, 

and it may be occurring at any of the parachute sites throughout the state, including El Tiro Glider 

Port (AZ67). Please be aware that some of these activities could be high altitude jumping with a high

-altitude parachute opening which could result in the parachutists descending through airspace re-

moved from the final landing site. Always be sure to check for NOTAMS for your proposed route of 

flight, and monitor enroute facility frequencies for parachute activity.  

 

SAFETY 

There was no improvement in aviation safety in this past reporting period because the number of ac-

cidents/incidents has gone up a bit, thankfully without any fatalities. Letôs be extra-vigilant in our fly-

ing and reduce the number of occurrences again. 

For the details of these accidents/incidents in this past September-October reporting period, see my 

Accident/Incident Summary Report located elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Members, please continue to send accident information to jtimm@azpilots.org with the date, loca-

tion, aircraft make, if anyone got hurt, and with as much detail as possible. Thank you. 

Unfortunately, in this past reporting period there was a Near Mid Air Collision (NMAC) noted by the 

FAA. A Piper passed within 400 feet of a NOTAMed 

Cessna that was dropping skydivers.  PAY ATTEN-

TION TO NOTAMS AND WATCH FOR OTHER 

AIRCRAFT IN YOUR AREA! 

Fortunately, the number of pilot deviations were 

down slightly this last reporting period. These devia-

tions were committed by pilots with certificates rang-

ing from Student Pilot through ATP, and apparently 

there was an out of state pilot and a foreign pilot 

that committed some of the deviations. Some of the 

mailto:jtimm@azpilots.org
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deviations were serious enough to warrant the issu-

ance of a Brasher notice to the pilot. In so many of the 

cases itôs apparent the pilot was unaware of what type 

of airspace they were flying in or were about to enter. 

Pilots always need to listen carefully to ATC instruc-

tions, and follow them, and if they canôt comply, imme-

diately tell the controller why they canôt comply. When 

flying in controlled airspace, pilots must always comply 

with ATC instructions, and always advise ATC first be-

fore you do anything that may differ from the instruc-

tions given. When on the ground, pay attention to all airport signs and runway markings, know what 

they mean, and comply with them.  

In summary, the general aviation deviations in this reporting period are: 

2 IFR Deviations No Brashers 

1 Class Bravo Deviation No Brasher 

1 Class Charlie Deviation No Brasher 

1 Class Delta Deviation No Brasher 

2 Runway Incursions 1 Brasher 

2 Air Traffic Instructions 1 Brasher 

1 Surface Incident No Brasher 

1 Vehicle Deviation No Brasher 

For all the details of these deviations, see my Pilot Deviations Report located in this newsletter. 

 

CONSTRUCTION 

Apparently, Mesa Falcon Field (FFZ) has completed their numerous taxiway projects, and is getting 

back to normal. Gateway Airport (IWA) will soon be undertaking several construction projects which 

will require the closing of one of their three runways from time to time. Phoenix Deer Valley Airport 

will be starting a large hangar construction project that will require a major change in taxi routing. Be 

sure to get NOTAMS before your arrival. Other airports around the state have numerous construc-

tion projects in progress, or projects starting soon. As we donôt have the 

specific details on every project, we urge you to always check for NO-

TAMS at your destination airport and avoid unexpected surprises. 

APA is working with airports around the state, assisting with the updat-

ing of their Airport Master Plans by providing the pilot, and aircraft own-

erôs perspective in the process. The Airport Master Plan Update pro-

cess usually requires about a year for completion. 

 

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO FLY FOR BREAKFAST 

The fly-in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport (P08) is on the first 

Saturday of the month, starting in November.  

At the insistence of FFZ, the Aviation Explorer Post 352 will have a fly-

 ά 
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I am a DAR-T and work in Buckeye (10AZ) all week. I 

am able to do Field Approvals, Ferry Permits, Airworthi-

ness Certification for Standard and Experimental air-

craft, 8130 tags, Export Certificates of Airworthiness 

Certificates and Replacement Airworthiness Certifi-

cates. I am open to all ideas for Field Approvals and 

can help figure out a way to get your project approved. 

  

Steven Huff  learaviator@yahoo.com  602-390-4246 

CFII Accepting New Students 

Contact: Patrick Williams 

(480) 737-5999 

Email: pwilliamsaz@gmail.com  

DAR-T Available for Field         

Approvals, Ferry Permits, & More 

Contact: Steve Huff 

Email: learaviator@yahoo.com  

J˔ʗ 

in breakfast on the first Saturday of the month near their 

hangar. Look for the signs.   

On the second Saturday of the month, take a jaunt to Ryan 

Field (RYN) near Tucson for breakfast or lunch at Ritchieôs 

Restaurant. They are open daily from 6 am to 2 pm to 

serve you. 

Grapevine is open full time, and generally the third Satur-

day weekend camping and cookouts have restarted. 

Check the newsletter for a possible weekend change. The camp host will prepare the main course 

for dinner, and campers, please bring a side dish or dessert to share. Grapevine, which lies within 

a National Forest, is heavily used by the Forest Service for fighting wildfires, and the Military 

for Special Training. 

On the last Saturday of the month, a fly-in breakfast will be put on by the Runway 5 Cafe, a new 

cafe that just started business in the Casa Grande Airport terminal building. Runway 5 Cafe is open 

for business Tuesday through Saturday from 7:00 am to 2:00 pm. On the last Saturday in October, 

they held a Grand Opening event with very good special breakfast selections and fast service. We 

wish them well for the future, and it will be interesting to see how they develop in the coming year.  

When you fly to any of these venues, be sure to look for the Fly Arizona Passport Placard at the res-

taurant, and at the airport terminal. Scan the placard with your smart phone to get credit on the 

passport program for being there. 

 

Check with the APA Getaway Flights program and 

online calendar for fun weekend places to fly.  

mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20APA%20Newsletter
mailto:pwilliamsaz@gmail.com
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com
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As an all-volunteer organization, APA relies on the generosity of our members and volunteers to 

accomplish our mission. To ensure that weôre communicating volunteer opportunities, we will begin 

publishing a Volunteer Opportunity summary in the newsletter going forward. 

Please take a look at the volunteer opportunities listed below and reach out to the APA point of 

contact for more details if you are interested in helping out.  

Thank you in advance for your participation!  

APA Volunteer Opportunities 

Opportunities APA Point of Contact 

APA Member Services 
Mailing Donor Thank You Cards 

Mailing Membership Cards and a Welcome Letters 
Clothing Store Inventory and Shipping Orders 

Sue 
(sue@azpilots.org) 

Grapevine Monthly 
Camping Weekend 

Volunteer Hosts Needed!  

Leanne 
(leanne@azpilots.org)   

November ó24 

(Nov. 15-17) 
Open 

December ó24 

(Dec. 20-22) 
Linda & Randy 

January ó25 

(Jan 17-19) 
Chris Nugent 

February ó25 

(Feb. 7-9) 
Open 

March ó25 

(Mar. 14-16) 
Tricia Mckenna 

April ó25 

(Apr. 11-13) 
Jim & Stella 

Airstrip Maintenance 
Volunteers Needed! 

Grapevine (88AZ) 
(General Maintenanceðwatch the APA Facebook 

page for dates) 

Mike Andresen 
(grapevine@azpilots.org) 

Red Creek 
(Fill Ruts, etc.) 

Tommy Thomason 
(redcreek@azpilots.org) 

Double Circle Ranch  
(Airstrip Shoulder Mowing - Help Needed!) 

In Work 
Thanks to Josh Leavitt  
and the Bryce Families! 
(doublecircle@azpilots.org) 

Forepaugh 
(General Strip Maintenance) 

Kit Murphy 
(forepaugh@azpilots.org) 

mailto:sue@azpilots.org
mailto:leanne@azpilots.org
mailto:grapevine@azpilots.org
mailto:redcreek@azpilots.org
mailto:doublecircle@azpilots.org
mailto:forepaugh@azpilots.org
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    Contact: Glenn Roberts (602) 463-5528

 glennsroberts@icloud.com 

 Fly a Helicopter! Price:$ 330.00  

Fly Loops and Rolls! Price:$ 220.00 

Hangar for Rent Glendale Airport 

Contact: Michael Haubrich 

(262) 672-1956 

Email: skyboundaz@gmail.com  

Aviation Hagar 52x52 for Rent 

Price: $2,000 

Contact: Michael Mackey 

(646) 651-6275 

Email: michael@makeyev.com  

Cessna 182P SKYLANE 

Price: $144,999 

Contact: Diana Andresen 

(480) 540-7344 

Email: dmandresen23@gmail.com  

mailto:glennsroberts@icloud.com
mailto:skyboundaz@gmail.com
mailto:michael@makeyev.com
mailto:michael@makeyev.com
https://partner91.com/
https://azpilots.org/shop-apa-clothing/classifieds/6-other/50086-rare-partnership-opportunity
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Overreliance on Automation 

 

The FAA and industry will conduct a public 

education campaign emphasizing the dangers 

of Overreliance on Automation  and best prac-

tices for safe flight operations with Technically 

advance aircraft and avionics.  

Outreach Month:  November 2024 

Topic: Overreliance on Automation 

DOWNLOADS:    

PowerPoint Presentation Slides... 

Complex Airfield Geometry#2: Short 

Taxi Distance From Ramp or Apron To 

Runway: This is the second of seven vid-

eos in our From the Flight Deck - Com-

plex Airfield Geometry series. When a 

parallel taxiway is located between the 

ramp and runway, pilots can miss their 

turn onto the taxiway, and instead cross it 

and incorrectly enter the runway. Due to 

the proximity of the runway to the ramp or 

apron area, in some cases, pilot distrac-

tion has been the cause of such issues.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T95NY_6w7gE 

https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/overreliance-on-automation
https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/overreliance-on-automation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T95NY_6w7gE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T95NY_6w7gE
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Featured  

By Mike McCann 

 

 

Luck was on our side for last Saturdayôs flight to the Grand Canyon Airport.  Weather at KGCN air-

port can often be windy and cold during late October, but the winds were calm and the outdoor tem-

peratures perfect under clear and sunny skies as eleven aircraft, with twenty pilots and passengers, 

arrived as planned. One aircraft had a mechanical issue and cancelled prior to departure.  

 

Grand Canyon Airport can be 

quite busy with the combination 

of fixed wing and helicopter 

tour operations, in addition to 

corporate jet and GA traffic.  

Helicopter tour flights often 

cross directly over the ap-

proach end of the runway - and 

fly under fixed wing aircraft on 

the downwind and base legs of 

the pattern.  Tour controllers 

coordinate traffic seamlessly 

and made the arrival procedure 

straight forward for visiting GA 

aircraft. 

 

Octoberôs Daytrip Recap 

Grand Canyon Airport & Tusayan, Arizona  

Some of the 20 participants at the Grand Canyon breakfast  

APA filled the GA portion of KGCNôs tarmac.  The FBO was terrific and very helpful.  
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We were prepared to make the one mile walk to the Plaza Bonita restaurant, but our new friend and 

FBO manager, Tristin, graciously gave everyone a ride to the restaurant in one of their 16 passenger 

GCA tour vans. 

As you can see from all the smiling faces, everyone had a great breakfast and we all hung out at the 

restaurant for quite a while enjoying good conversation and getting to know each other.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

After departure, some of the group went on to see Monument Valley and others flew the Grand Can-

yon Transition, which takes you over the Grand Canyon itself.  Overall, it was a great day to be fly-

ing, and the Grand Canyon didnôt disappoint. 

As always, feel free to contact me (daytrips@azpilots.org) and we'll look forward to seeing you. 

Safe flying, 

Mʳɲʍ 

Departure timeé 

Given the large breakfast, most folks decided to take 

the one mile walk back to the airport (ha!). 

Breakfast at Plaza Bonita Mexican Restaurant.  

mailto:daytrips@azpilots.org
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Got great aviation photos that youôd like to share? 

newsletter@azpilots.org 

ISO 2-4 Place Backcountry Airplane 

Looking to buy a 2-4 place airplane 

for backcountry work. 

Call: Bob at (602) 228-9145 

Email: bob@flightskills.com  

ISO Partnership Tucson Area 

Looking for a Partnership in Columbia/

Cirrus 

Contact: Michael Hutchinson 

(831) 776-2210 

Email: hutchinson93922@gmail.com  

Got interesting aviation videos that you wish to share? 

Please share only your own videos, keep them related to an aviation topic 

of some kind, and please keep them to no more than 5-6 minutes long. A 

short paragraph of explanation would be great, but not necessary. 

rick@azpilots.org 

ISO Cirrus for Rent 

Contact: Kay 

(602) 820-6286  

Email: kacorbin 

@post.harvard.edu 

Eliminate Batteries 

in ANR Headset 

Price: $35.00 

Jake McKernan 

Email: jake,mc 

kernan@cox.com  

Sling TSI empennage kit Price: $4,400 

Contact: Brian Toncray 

Email: tonrayb@gmail.com  

Prop Bulkhead 

Price:$ 12,345 

Contact: Mark Helley 

azhelleys@gmail.com  

mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org
mailto:bob@flightskills.com
mailto:hutchinson93922@gmail.com
mailto:rick@azpilots.org
mailto:kacorbin@post.harvard.edu
mailto:kacorbin@post.harvard.edu
mailto:jake.mckernan@cox.net
mailto:jake.mckernan@cox.net
mailto:tonrayb@gmail.com
mailto:azhelleys@gmail.com
http://www.arizonasportplanerepair.com/
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Thank you to Max Denney for this monthõs photos! 

Where will you go next? Send your photos to newsletter@azpilots.org ! 

Comet over airplanes at Grapevine October Fly -in  

with Cessna 170B (above) and Cessna 206 (below)  

mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org
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Short Final  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !t!Φ 

By Howard Deevers 

 

 
When we hear the term ñsaturationò many images may come to mind, 

such as ñmy clothes were saturated in the rain, or the ground was satu-

rated and runoff caused flash flooding.ò At work we can think of satura-

tion as being given too much to do, without the tools to do the job. The 

most extreme example of task saturation I can think of is during war time, when you are in battle.  

In our rush to get a job done, we can become task saturated. We come to a point where we just 

can't do any more, which is when errors can creep in. We need to take a break and a fresh look at 

the task before starting again.  

Phoenix Class B airspace is one of the busiest training areas in the country, with many Class D air-

ports within that airspace. Flying VFR, or even IFR, through that space can be very challenging dur-

ing the day and even more so at night. Opportunities for task saturation are abundant. For those of 

us flying single-engine airplanes, the tasks are simple until something unusual happens, such as tur-

bulence or other weather-related events. If a non-instrument rated pilot flies into a thunderstorm or 

heavy snow shower, that pilot can become overloaded very quickly with fatal results. Even a clear 

day flying into an unfamiliar airport in Class B airspace can present tasks that you may not expect. 

The controller may ask if you have ATIS (you do, donôt you?), tell you to report a landmark, or in-

struct you to fly a specific heading, maintain altitude, and report traffic at your one o'clock. All of this 

while trying to manage your airplane, airspeed, and scan for traffic.  

Our military aviators train for these scenarios all the time, perhaps taking a full day to plan a two-

hour training mission, then flying the mission. Then an extensive debrief begins, which could take 

another full day or more. In the military, there is no 

substitute for being prepared. Planning, preparation 

and practice are essential. 

In general aviation, we do train for the most im-

portant events: landings, stalls, maneuvers, and 

systems failures. You are tested during checkrides 

for these items. Once we pass, however, we tend to 

stop training, except for required flight reviews or 

instrument proficiency checks. Since weôre not in 

the military, we might feel there is no obligation to 

continue training. That simply isnôt true. It is incum-

bent upon all of us to keep our skills refreshed and 

sharp. 

Task Saturation 
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How can we prevent task saturation? Do like the 

military and plan ahead. Spend some real time plan-

ning your flight. If the airspace is complicated Class 

B, or Class C, use the old saying of ñknow before 

you go.ò Study the airspace and decide on the best 

route to get there and back again. Understand the 

necessary procedures you will use, like getting per-

mission to enter Class B airspace. You want to hear 

those magic words: ñCleared through Class B air-

space.ò Failure to get that clearance and entering 

Class B airspace anyway could get you a violation, 

or at least a ñCall this number when on the ground.ò 

Make a list of the frequencies you will likely use, in the order you expect to use them. You may still 

be given a frequency that you were not expecting, so be prepared mentally. Know the altitudes and 

boundaries of the airspace you intend to fly through. The more prepared you are, the easier the trip 

will be.  

But you must also always be prepared for the unexpected request, as pilots and controllers work to-

gether to keep the pattern flow moving and safe. You could be on downwind for landing at a Class D 

airport under the Class B, and the tower may ask you to make a right three sixty for spacing. You 

might not have done this during training, and suddenly have to figure out exactly how to do it. In turn, 

this could also interrupt your pre-landing checklist and cause you to forget to complete that check 

list. In a complex aircraft, forgetting to put the landing gear down can be an expensive and embar-

rassing mistake, due to task saturation.  

There are times when task saturation can lead to ñCognitive Lockup,ò and we become fixated on one 

thing, ignoring all others. Several NTSB reports have determined that the crew became so fixated on 

one problem, they did not fly the plane correctly and crashed. To prevent that, I use the ñRule of 3.ò 

During taxi and take off, if any combination of three things occurs - my mistakes, airplane mechani-

cal, or other factors - I abort the flight and return to the airport. The same applies to landings. If three 

things in a row show up, I will abort the landing and go elsewhere, if possible, or out of the pattern to 

make another attempt at that airport. I have never had a gear up landing, and plan to retire without 

ever having one, simply by using those rules.  

Training is our best defense against task saturation and accident prevention. Come to a safety semi-

nar presented by your ARIZONA PILOTS ASSOCIATION, and the FAASTeam. Check the website for 

a location near you or request a seminar from any 

FAASTeam member. They are free, and count to-

ward your WINGS program. And, ñDon't forget to 

bring your wingman!ò 

H˛wˉrʋ 
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https://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2025/02/14/54105/-/buckeye-air-fair
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October Aviation Accident & Incident Summary 
by Jim Timm 

 
 

The following are the reports of aviation accidents and incidents that have occurred in Arizona from 

mid-September through mid-October. The intent is to use the following detailed accident/incident in-

formation to develop safety programs, briefings, and posters/flyers that would help pilots learn from 

other pilotsô mistakes and be able to take the necessary action to prevent them from having similar 

occurrences. 

The number of accidents/Incidents are not as low as we would like, but the really good news is there 

werenôt any fatalities reported. We all need to continue to prevent accidents, and Iôm certain these 

high temperatures we have been experiencing may have kept a lot of people from flying. If youôre 

feeling rusty after the slow, hot summer, fly with an instructor first to freshen your skills  

In continuing with the expanded scope of the report, weôre using information from the Aviation Safety 

Network (ASN), FAA, NTSB, and APA Members. This more inclusive information source suits our 

purpose of trying to get an idea of what is happening out there so we can help make flying safer. 

In the meantime, here are the results from the above sources.  

Date: September 18, 2024  

Source: FAA Incident 

Location: Near AZ09 

Type: Cessna 172 

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

Pilot: Pilot Certificate Unknown  

INFLIGHT ENGINE FAILURE 

Due to an inflight engine failure, the Cessna 172 

made a safe emergency landing in a field near 

the Big Chino Airstrip (AZ09). There was no re-

ported damage. 

 

Date: September 23, 2024 

Source: FAA Incident 

Location: Northeast of Benson  

Type: Diamond DA42 NG Twin Star 

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

Pilot: Pilot Certificate Unknown 

EMERGENCY LANDING 

The aircraft departed Tucson International, and 

the pilot declared an emergency when they lost 

the back door while in flight. They were enroute 

to San Angelo, Texas, and were northeast of 

Benson at 11,100 MSL when they lost the door. 

The pilot immediately diverted to Benson Munici-

pal Airport (E95) and made a safe landing. 

Date: September 26, 2024 

Source: FAA Incident 

Location: Tucson Ryan Field (RYN) 

Type: Cessna 182TR 

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

Pilot: Private Pilot 

GEAR UP LANDING 

The pilot reported an issue with the nose gear 

prior to landing. After flying a low approach for a 

landing gear position verification from ATC, they 

then made a gear-up landing. The extent of 

damage was assessed to be minor. 

 

Date: September 28, 2024 

Source: FAA Incident 

Location: 18 NM East of Phoenix Sky Harbor 

(PHX) 

Type: Piper PA-28-180 

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

Pilot: Pilot Certificate Unknown 

INFLIGHT ENGINE FAILURE 

Approximately 18 NM northeast of Phoenix Sky 

Harbor Airport, the Piper lost oil pressure, and 

engine power, and made a landing in an alfalfa 

field in the vicinity of Fort McDowell. It was an 

instructional flight out of Mesa Falcon Field. 
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Date: October 1, 2024 

Source: ASN 

Location: Laughlin/Bullhead International Airport 

(IFP)  

Type: Eurocopter AS350B2 (Helicopter) 

Injuries: 3 Uninjured 

Pilot: Pilot Certificate Unknown 

LOSS OF POWER ON TAKEOFF 

A Eurocopter Ecureuil experienced a loss of en-

gine power and made a forced landing after 

takeoff from Laughlin/Bullhead International Air-

port. 

 

Date: October 2, 2024 

Source: ASN, FAA 

Location: Mesa Falcon Field (FFZ) 

Type: Diamond DA20-C2 Eclipse 

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

Pilot: Comm/CFI Pilot 

HARD LANDING 

The aircraft made a hard landing and suffered a 

nose gear collapse while landing at Falcon Field. 

 

Date: October 3, 2024 

Source: FAA Incident 

Location: Mesa Falcon Field (FFZ) 

Type: Pipistrel Alpha 

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

Pilot: Pilot Certificate Unknown 

PROP STRIKE 

The Pipistrel had a prop strike during landing. 

The extent of damage, other than the prop, was 

unknown. 

 

Date: October 3, 2024 

Source: FAA Incident 

Location: Tucson International (TUS) 

Type: Amateur Built Experimental 

Injuries: 1 Uninjured 

Pilot: Pilot Certificate Unknown 

LOSS OF BRAKES 

The airplane landed, had a brake failure, and 

rolled through the runway overrun, and into the 

grass. There was no damage to the airport or 

aircraft reported. 

 

Date: October 8, 2024 

Source: APA, ASN, FAA, NTSB 

Location: Near Marana 

Type: Piper PA-36-285 Pawnee 

Injuries: 1 Uninjured 

Pilot: Commercial Pilot 

INFLIGHT LOSS OF POWER 

The single-engine, aerial application Piper Paw-

nee lost power and sustained substantial dam-

age after impact with residential structures and 

terrain in Marana. 

 

Date: October 8, 2024 

Source: FAA Incident 

Location: Glendale Airport (GEU) 

Type: Carbon Cub CCK1865 

Injuries: 1 Uninjured 

Pilot: Commercial Pilot 

LOSS OF CONTROL LANDING 

While landing, the aircraft veered off the runway 

and into the grass. The damage to the aircraft 

was reported to be minor. 

 

Date: October 10, 2024 

Source: FAA 

Location: Buckeye Airport (BXK) 

Type: Bellanca 17-30A 

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

Pilot: Commercial Pilot 

LOSS OF CONTROL LANDING 

During landing, the aircraft had a landing gear 

failure went off the runway and struck a runway 

light, causing damage to the left wing, left land-

ing gear, and aileron, and struck a runway light. 

The full extent of the damage was unknown. 

 

Date: October 17, 2024 

Source: ASN 

Location: Wittman, AZ 

Type: Cameron A275 Balloon 
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Donôt come to a safety program by 
yourself, but donôt just bring your 
old buddy who always comes with 
you. Bring someone new, and get 
your BFF to also bring someone 

new.  
We need you to help us expand our 
audience, to expand our reach, and 
to expand that ocean of faces. 

 
Statistics show that the folks hav-
ing accidents are the ones who 
donôt participate in the WINGS or 
safety programs, so help us reach 
out to those folks and pull them in. 

 

We never complain when a 
program runs out of chairs!!! 

Injuries: 9 Uninjured 

Pilot: Pilot Certificate Unknown 

STRUCK GROUND OBJECT 

The balloon struck power lines and a power pole 

while landing.  

ά   

                              έ 

A Few Words About Safety 
Denny Granquist 

 

ñTaking a visual approach clearance too early 
can end up getting you home too lateΦò 

 
 

ñWhen briefing the approach include the taxi to shutdown.ò  



 нр 

 

September-October Pilot Deviations 
by Jim Timm 

 
 
These pilot deviations need to be examined to determine if a common thread exists that we should 

address to help reduce the number of deviations that continue to occur, and thus enhance aviation 

safety. 

In the reporting period from September 13 through October 10, 2024, there 11 pilot deviations were 

reported by the FAA SDL FSDO. These deviations were committed by pilots with certificates ranging 

from Private Pilot through ATP, with only one out of state pilot, and one foreign pilot. Out the 11 de-

viations reported, two Brashers were issued. 

Note: A controller will issue a Brasher notification to a pilot when further FAA action will be taken, 

and the controller is thus giving the airman the opportunity to make note of the occurrence, collect 

information, and their thoughts for their future interaction with FAA Flight Standards. 

Pilots need to listen carefully to ATC instructions and comply with them, and if you canôt comply, tell 

ATC why you canôt. Also, when flying in controlled airspace, pilots should never be creative but talk 

to ATC before they do something that differs from the instructions given. Pilots must always be 

aware of what type of airspace they are flying in, or may be about to enter, and know what may be 

expected of them. Always fly with care and forethought. 

The details of the deviations this month are as follows:  

IFR DEVIATION (2) 

 

9/26 Route Deviation 

 Comm/CFI Pilot  

 Albuquerque Center (ZAB) 

The airplane was cleared to KTUS as filed and 

given a climb to 7,000 feet, which was read back 

correctly. The filed route was P08, PICLI, V16, 

TUS, KTUS. As the airplane was climbing 

through 5,300 feet, they made a left turn of ap-

proximately 120 degrees without a clearance in 

a Minimum Instrument Altitude area (MIA) of 

6,500 feet. The controller questioned the pilot, 

but did not issue a safety alert. The pilot said 

they were correcting, and the controller advised 

that as filed was direct PICLI and asked where 

the pilot where he was headed now. The pilot 

said they were on the victor airway to TUS. The 

controller advised the pilot that they were 3 miles 

east of the airway and that they were below the 

MIA so he couldn't give them vectors until they 

were above 6,500 feet. Shortly after, the Aircraft 

was observed above the MIA. Later when the 

instructor pilot called in he stated that his student 

had put the wrong routing into the GPS and that 

he wanted to see if the student would catch it, 

but he waited too long to step in. 

 

10/3 Route Deviation 

 Private Pilot  

 Phoenix TRACON (P50)  

The pilot deviation was reported by the Phoenix 

TRACON when the departing Honda Jet turned 

northbound prior to the SACAT intersection 

which resulted in a loss of separation with an air-

craft inbound to Phoenix Sky Harbor. 

 

CLASS BRAVO AIRSPACE DEVIATION (1) 

 

10/2 Entering Class Bravo Airspace Without 

Authorization 

 Commercial/CFI Pilot  

 Phoenix TRACON (P50) 

The airplane entered the Phoenix Class Bravo 

Airspace without authorization. There was no 

loss of separation. 
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CLASS CHARLIE AIRSPACE DEVIATION (1) 

 

10/1 Entering Class Charlie Airspace Without 

First Establishing Two-Way Radio Com-

munication 

 Private Pilot 

 Tucson TRACON (U90) 

The pilot deviation was reported by the Tucson 

TRACON when the airplane was observed 

crossing the U.S. / Mexico border on a VFR tran-

sponder code and heading northbound. The air-

craft continued northbound and violated both the 

inner and outer core of the Tucson Class Charlie 

Airspace. 

 

 

CLASS DELTA AIRSPACE DEVIATION (1) 

 

8/30 Entering Class Delta Airspace Without 

First Establishing Two-Way Radio Com-

munication 

 Private Pilot 

 Out Of Austria (Phoenix- based air-

plane partnership) 

 Phoenix Deer Valley (DVT) 

The deviation was reported by Deer Valley when 

the Piper entered the Phoenix Deer Valley Class 

Delta Airspace without first establishing two-way 

radio communications. There was no loss of 

separation. 

 

RUNWAY INCURSION (2) 

 

9/30 Crossing A Runway Without Authorization 

 Commercial Pilot 

 Phoenix/Mesa Gateway Airport (IWA) 

The controller observed the Piper crossing the 

hold short line and entering the runway, and the 

controller had to issue a go around to another 

aircraft on an approximate 1/4 mile final. The 

Piper continued across the runway. The control-

ler reached out to Piper and received a response 

after the second attempt. The controller issued 

the Brasher warning. 

10/3 Entering A Runway Without Authorization 

 Student Pilot 

 Tucson Ryan Field (RYN) 

The pilot deviation was reported by the Ryan 

Field controller when the Cessna crossed the 

Hold Short Line of the runway without ATC au-

thorization. 

 

 

AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL INSTRUCTIONS (2) 

 

9/12 Failure To Follow Air Traffic Control In-

structions 

 ATP/CFI Pilot 

 Phoenix Deer Valley Airport (DVT) 

The pilot deviation was reported by a Deer Val-

ley controller when the Piper didnôt fly the depar-

ture instructions issued by ATC, and as a result 

conflicted with local traffic. 

 

10/4 Failure To Follow Air Traffic Control In-

structions 

 Pilot Certification Unknown 

 Flagstaff Airport (FLG) 

The pilot deviation was reported by a Flagstaff 

controller when a Cessna turned right base in 

front of and below, another aircraft, causing that 

aircraft to respond to a TCAS Resolution Alert. 

A Brasher warning was issued. 

 

 

SURFACE INCIDENT (1) 

 

9/28 Movement On A Taxiway Without Authori-

zation 

 ATP Pilot 

 Out of Montana 

 Tucson Ryan Field (RYN) 

The pilot deviation was reported by Ryan Field 

when a Beechcraft Baron entered Taxiway B 

without ATC authorization. There was no loss of 

separation reported. 
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Redbird LD Flight Simulator 

Rental at Chandler Air Service 

Price: $70.00  

Call: (480) 093-6420  

Email: fly@aerobatics.com 

Amazing Fixed-Base 

Simulator for Rental 

Price:$ 70 

Contact: Randy Brooks 

(480) 466-5908 

randall.brooks@apstrainbing.com  

ά   
                              έ 

A Few Words About Safety 
Denny Granquist 

 

ñAssumptions can lead to unsafe operationsΦò 
 
 

ñDeciding not to fly today can lead to logging more hours.ò  

VEHICLE DEVIATION (1) 

 

9/25 Movement Of A Vehicle On A Controlled 

Surface 

 Pilot - Not Applicable 

 Prescott Municipal Airport (PRC)  

An FBO Vehicle deviation was reported by the 

Prescott tower when a car entered the active 

runway without ATC authorization while a Cess-

na was on a landing roll. The estimated closest 

proximity was 160 feet.  

mailto:fly@aerobatics.com
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