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Presidentôs Report  

Happy New Year! 

I hope everyone had a safe and happy holiday season. It always seems 

that the new year comes quickly and 2025 was no exception.   

Itôs going to be a busy start to the year, so I thought Iôd mention few im-

portant items for your calendar: 

Grapevine Fly-In ï January 17 - 19 - Our next Grapevine Fly-In and 

camping weekend is scheduled for the third weekend in January. We 

had some great weather and a great turn out for the in December and 

we look forward to seeing you this month! 

AOPA Fly-In/Buckeye Air Fair ï February 14 ï 16 - APA will have a 

booth in the exhibitorôs tent again this year at the AOPA Fly-In/

Buckeye Air Fair. We always have a great time connecting with our members and weôre looking 

forward to seeing you again. If youôd like to help out in our booth this year, please reach out to 

us! 

Cactus Fly-in ï March 7 - 9 ï The 67
th
 Cactus Fly-In will be held at Casa Grande (KCGZ) March 7 - 

9. APA will be there ï stop by and see us! 

I also want to be sure to mention some changes the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) 

has proposed to the aircraft registration system in the coming months. These are the result of legis-

lation put forward in 2022 and include the following changes: 

Staggered registration: Instead of all registrations coming due in February, deadlines will be 

spread throughout the year. This is similar to the system used for automobile registration. Exact 

details are yet to be determined, but I expect expiration dates to be established based on the 

date you originally registered your airplane. Owners of two or more airplanes can establish a fleet 

and complete all their registrations at the same time. 

Registration Decals: Decals will no longer be issued, however you will need to carry a current pa-

per copy of the registration in your aircraft. 

License Tax Assessment Formula: House Bill 2646 changed the assessment formula for the li-

cense tax imposed on all aircraft to limit the change in fair market value to no more than the Av-

erage Consumer Price Index (CPI) published by the US 

Department of Labor. ADOT uses the Airliner Price Guide 

to determine the average fair market value for your aircraft 

for the license tax calculation. (0.5% of average fair market 

value). The good news is that in some cases, you may get 

a credit for prior year registrations exceeding the new CPI 

based formula. 

Balloon Registration: Balloon owners will no longer be 

required to pay registration fees.   
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Got interesting aviation videos that you wish to share? 

Please share only your own videos, keep them related to an aviation topic 

of some kind, and please keep them to no more than 5-6 minutes long. A 

short paragraph of explanation would be great, but not necessary. 

rick@azpilots.org 

Weôll be sure to keep you posted on any new information 

and you can stay up to date on these changes through 

your AZ MVD account at https://azmvdnow.gov/. 

In closing, I want to thank all the committed volunteers that 

do all the hard work to make APA and its programs suc-

cessful. We could not do it without them! 

Thank you again for your membership and we look forward 

to seeing you in 2025! 

Fly Safe,  

mailto:rick@azpilots.org
https://azmvdnow.gov/
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Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð January 2025 

 
 

I hope everyone has had a very joyous Christmas, and have 

started on a most prosperous New Year. Unfortunately, as for 

me, I got involved in the Christmas and New Year celebrations 

and personal items that have gotten me behind the proverbial 8 

ball, and as a result this January Executive Directorôs Report 

will be a bit shorter than usual. 

Because the weather has cooled down, the flying has been 

great, and that begs the question, why hasnôt everyone been 

out there flying? The notes from the FAA this last reporting pe-

riod have been a lot briefer which would indicate that people arenôt flying as much, or they are be-

ing more careful. Human nature as it is, I would doubt we are being more careful. Anyway, letôs go 

flying! 

This next year indicates it will be a very busy one for your Pilots Association. As indicated in the 

last APA Newsletter, we met with local Senator Farnsworth in our state legislator informing him of 

what we consider the misuse of ADS-B information for potential commercial purposes and the con-

tinued taking of our aviation funds for non-aviation purposes. As a result of that meeting, APA is 

going to be tasked with getting involved with the Arizona Airport Association (AzAA) to make cer-

tain they are aware of the general aviation concerns, and how we can get them to be more proac-

tive in addressing the needs of the aviation community. A couple of other legislators have jumped 

in to defend our fund as well! APA will also need to get more involved with making our state legis-

lators more aware of the general aviation community, and our positive impact on the stateôs econo-

my. Itôs a big task for the coming year, and unfortunately our manpower is a bit limited. If you think 

you can assist us, please contact our president, Chris Nugent. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

 

FAA 

I suppose many of you have heard the Federal Avi-

ation (FAA) Administrator Michael Whitaker will be 

resigning from his role on January 20, 2025, in just 

over a year in that position. He was appointed in 

October of 2023. ñServing as Administrator of the 

FAA has been the honor of my lifetime.ò Whitaker 

stated.  Whitakerôs resignation opens the door for 

President Trump to nominate his replacement at a 

pivotal moment for the agency which is facing sev-

eral critical challenges.  Everything still seems to 



 с 

 

be quiet on the FAA front in the way of changes or 

proposals for changes to the regulations that would 

impact our flying activity. APA will always be on the 

alert for any significant changes that may occur and 

will keep you informed. 

 

AIRSPACE 

As you know there is still a significant amount of 

parachute activity throughout the state, and we 

hope you are being extra vigilant when flying near airports with known parachute activity. While the 

Royal Air Force has had teams here recently, there may be other teams from other foreign countries 

that could be training here. Be advised that this training may be occurring at any of the parachute 

sites throughout the state. Please be aware that some of this activity could be high altitude jumping 

with a high altitude parachute opening with parachutists descending through airspace removed from 

the final landing site. Always be sure to check for NOTAMS for this activity, or use Flight Following 

for your proposed route of flight. Also possibly monitor en-route facility frequencies for parachute ac-

tivity.  

 

SAFETY 

Aviation safety in this past reporting has not been the best because of the number of accidents/

incidents reported. Fortunately, we did not have any fatalities in the past reporting period, and I do 

hope that the number of occurrences will come down. 

For the details of these accidents/incidents in this past November - December reporting period, see 

my Accident/Incident Summary Report located elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Members, please continue to send accident information to jtimm@azpilots.org with the date, loca-

tion, aircraft make, if anyone got hurt, and with as much detail as possible. Thank you. 

Fortunately, in this past reporting period we didnôt have any Near Mid Air Collisions (NMAC) noted 

by the FAA. ALWAYS WATCH FOR OTHER AIRCRAFT IN YOUR AREA ! 

The pilot deviations reported by the FAA were from the period from November 15 to December 12, 

and the number of pilot deviations drastically decreased during this normal reporting period. These 

deviations were committed by pilots with certificates 

ranging from Sport Pilot through ATP, and appar-

ently there were seven out of state pilots that com-

mitted some of the deviations. It is interesting to 

note that there were seven out of state airplanes 

involved in only nine deviations reported this time. 

Some of the deviations were serious enough to war-

rant the issuance of a Brasher notice to the pilot. 

Note: A controller will issue a Brasher notification to 

a pilot when further FAA action will be taken, and 

the controller is thus giving the airman the oppor-

mailto:jtimm@azpilots.org
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tunity to make note of the occurrence, collect infor-

mation, and their thoughts for their future interac-

tion with FAA Flight Standards. 

In this past reporting period apparently a majority of 

the deviations were considered serious because 

there were seven Brashers issued out of only nine 

deviations. In many cases itôs still apparent that the 

pilot is unaware of what type of airspace they are 

flying in or were about to enter, and pilots must al-

ways listen carefully to ATC instructions, and follow them, and if they canôt comply, immediately tell 

the controller why they canôt comply. When flying in controlled airspace, pilots must always comply 

with ATC instructions and always advise ATC before you do anything that may differ from the in-

structions given. When on the ground, pay attention to all airport signs, and runway markings, and 

know what they mean, and comply with them.  

In summary, the general aviation deviations, and Brashers issued this reporting period are as fol-

lows: 

2 IFR Route 2 Brashers 

3 Class Bravo Deviation 2 Brashers 

1 Class Charlie Deviation 1 Brasher 

3 Runway Incursions 2 Brashers 

 

CONSTRUCTION 

Gateway Airport (IWA) is still undertaking construction projects which may require the closing, or 

partial closing of one of their three runways from time to time. Phoenix Deer Valley Airport is under-

going a major hangar construction project requiring changes in the normal taxi routing. Be sure to 

get NOTAMS for both airports before your arrival. Other airports around the state have numerous 

construction projects in progress or have projects starting soon. Unfortunately, we donôt have the 

specific details on all these projects, but we would urge you to always check for NOTAMS at your 

destination airport so you donôt have a surprise when you arrive. APA is working with airports 

around the state assisting with the updating of their Airport Master Plans by providing the pilot, and 

aircraft ownerôs perspective in the process. The Airport Master Plan Update process usually requires 

about a year for completion. 

 

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO FLY FOR BREAKFAST 

The fly-in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport (P08) is 

on the first Saturday of the month.  

On the second Saturday of the month, consider flying 

down to Ryan Field (RYN) near Tucson for breakfast or 

lunch at Ritchieôs Restaurant. They are open daily from 6 

am to 2 pm to serve you. 

Grapevine is open full time, and generally the third Satur-
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day weekend camping and cookouts have restart-

ed. Check the newsletter for a possible weekend 

change. The camp host will prepare the main 

course for dinner, and campers, please bring a side 

dish or dessert to share. Grapevine, which lies 

within a National Forest, is heavily used by the 

Forest Service for fighting wildfires, and the Mil-

itary for Special Training. 

On the last Saturday of the month a fly-in breakfast 

will be put on by the Runway 5 Cafe, a new cafe 

that just started business in the Casa Grande Airport terminal building. Runway 5 Cafe is open for 

business on Tuesday thru Saturday from 7:00 am to 2:00pm.  

When you fly to any of these venues, be sure to look for the Fly Arizona Passport Placard at the res-

taurant, and at the airport terminal. If you havenôt, scan the placard with your smart phone to get 

credit on the passport program for being there. 

 

Check with the APA Getaway Flights program and 

online calendar for fun weekend places to fly.  
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mailto:arizonaskiesaviation@gmail.com
mailto:ArizonaSkiesAviation@gmail.com
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As an all-volunteer organization, APA relies on the generosity of our members and volunteers to 

accomplish our mission. To ensure that weôre communicating volunteer opportunities, we will begin 

publishing a Volunteer Opportunity summary in the newsletter going forward. 

Please take a look at the volunteer opportunities listed below and reach out to the APA point of 

contact for more details if you are interested in helping out.  

Thank you in advance for your participation!  

APA Volunteer Opportunities 

Opportunities APA Point of Contact 

APA Member Services 
Mailing Donor Thank You Cards 

Mailing Membership Cards and a Welcome Letters 
Clothing Store Inventory and Shipping Orders 

Sue 
(sue@azpilots.org) 

Grapevine Monthly 
Camping Weekend 

Volunteer Hosts Needed!  

Leanne 
(leanne@azpilots.org)   

January ó25 

(Jan 17-19) 
Chris Nugent 

February ó25 

(Feb. 7-9) 
Open 

March ó25 

(Mar. 14-16) 
Tricia Mckenna 

April ó25 

(Apr. 11-13) 
Jim & Stella 

Airstrip Maintenance 
Volunteers Needed! 

Grapevine (88AZ) 
(General Maintenanceðwatch the APA Facebook 

page for dates) 

Mike Andresen 
(grapevine@azpilots.org) 

Red Creek 
(Fill Ruts, etc.) 

Tommy Thomason 
(redcreek@azpilots.org) 

Double Circle Ranch  
(Airstrip Shoulder Mowing - Help Needed!) 

In Work 
Thanks to Josh Leavitt  
and the Bryce Families! 
(doublecircle@azpilots.org) 

Forepaugh 
(General Strip Maintenance) 

Kit Murphy 
(forepaugh@azpilots.org) 

Prop Bulkhead 

Price:$ 12,345 

Contact: Mark Helley 

azhelleys@gmail.com  

mailto:sue@azpilots.org
mailto:leanne@azpilots.org
mailto:grapevine@azpilots.org
mailto:redcreek@azpilots.org
mailto:doublecircle@azpilots.org
mailto:forepaugh@azpilots.org
mailto:azhelleys@gmail.com
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GA Safety Culture 

 

The FAA and industry will conduct a public educa-
tion campaign emphasizing the benefits of strong 
safety cultures. 

 

Outreach Month:  January 2025 

Topic: GA Safety Culture  

DOWNLOADS:    

PowerPoint Presentation Slides... 

Complex Airfield Geometry#4: 

Wide Expanses of Taxiway Pave-

ment Along A Runway: This is the 

fourth of seven videos in our From 

the Flight Deck - Complex Airfield 

Geometry series. Wide expanses of 

taxiway pavement entering or along 

a runway, may cause the loss of 

situational awareness for pilots and 

drivers, where correct visual per-

ception is key to ensuring they 

know where they are and where the 

runway is.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-r1Ssd-BHw 

https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/ga-safety-culture
https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/ga-safety-culture
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-r1Ssd-BHw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-r1Ssd-BHw
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Featured  

By Rod KunKel 

 

Cottonwood, AZ 

April 25 - 27, 2025 

 

Our first weekend getaway of 2025 will be to Cottonwood, AZ from Fri-

day 4/25 - Sunday 4/27.  The trip will feature a ride on the Verde Can-

yon Railroad, chuckwagon supper and western show, dinner at a local 

vineyard, plus free time in Jerome and Old Cottonwood. 

 

Here is the itinerary: 

 

Friday 4/25 

¶ Arrive at Cottonwood Airport (P52).  Cottonwood is a non-towered airport in central AZ with 

plenty of parking and reasonably priced fuel ($5.49 at the time of this writing). 

¶ Secure rental cars for ground transportation. 

¶ Spend the afternoon in Jerome, which is a historic mining town perched on the mountainside 

above Cottonwood.  Jerome offers a wide variety of shops, restaurants, and museums to fill your 

afternoon. 

¶ Check-in at our hotel, Pines 

Inn & Suites.  I have both 

king and double queen 

rooms reserved. 

¶ Chuckwagon supper and 

western stage show at the 

Blazinô M Ranch.  Weôll en-

joy a BBQ dinner, drinks, 

and entertainment to cap off 

our evening. 

¶ Overnight at Pines Inn & 

Suites. 

Weekend Getaway: Cottonwood, AZ 
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Roʋ 

Saturday 4/26 

¶ Breakfast TBD. 

¶ Free time in Old Cottonwood, which is the more historic section of Cottonwood with several 

shops, restaurants, wine tasting rooms, etc. 

¶ Ride on the Verde Canyon Railroad.  Your ticket includes an appetizer, first class seating, and 

access to an open-air observation car. 

¶ Dinner and wine tasting at Merkin Vineyards Tasting Room & Osteria.  Merkin is one of the 

newest tasting rooms in Old 

Cottonwood.  Their magnifi-

cent new facility is perched 

on a hill overlooking the 

town. 

¶ Overnight at Pines Inn & 

Suites. 

 

Sunday 4/27 

¶ Breakfast on your own. 

¶ Return rental cars. 

¶ Return to Cottonwood Air-

port, leave for home. 

 

Iôve reserved 6 rooms (not including mine).  Iôm estimating the cost for the hotel, rental car, Friday 

night dinner and western show, and the Verde Canyon Railroad to be $700 for singles / $1,000 for 

couples.  Breakfasts, lunches, and Saturday nightôs wine tasting and dinner at Merkin Vineyards are 

not included. 

Contact me at getaways@azpilots.org if you are interested.  I hope to see you there! 
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By Mike McCannðAPA Day Trip Coordinator 

 

January 18 Day Trip: 

Lake Havasu, Arizona (KHII) 

KHII Arrival time:  10:45am 

RSVP:  https://forms.gle/7VeQ3AYAH9iuQwnv7 

 

Greetings everyone!  For our first day trip in 2025, weôll be heading to 

Lake Havasu.  Some of you may recall that our planned trip to KHII during mid-2024 was scrubbed 

due to weather.  January should hopefully offer much better weather and cooler temperatures.   

For those of you who havenôt been to 

Lake Havasu airport, there is a great 

restaurant on the field.  Hanger 24 

Craft Brewing sells their own craft 

beers as well as a great restaurant for 

lunch and dinner.  Hanger 24 opens 

for lunch at 11:00am so we plan to ar-

rive at KHII at 10:45am and then walk 

over to the restaurant.  Itôs particularly 

important to RSVP if you plan to at-

tend as the restaurant has requested 

a headcount prior to our arrival. 

A unique aspect of Lake Havasu is the 

London Bridge.  In 1968, entrepreneur 

Robert McCulloch purchased the London Bridge from the City of London.  He then had the bridge 

dismantled, transported from London to Lake Havasu and rebuilt to its original form (taking three 

years in the process).   The bridge is 

only 7 miles south of the Lake Havasu 

airport and makes for a great photo 

opportunity if your passenger has a 

camera handy. 

As always, be sure to thoroughly pre-

flight both yourself and your aircraft.    

And do a thorough flight planning as 

would be required for any cross-

country flight.  KHII can sometimes 

experience windy conditions 

(especially in the Spring months, but 

Day Trip: Lake Havasu, Arizona 

Hanger 24 Craft Brewing Restaurant 

Lake Havasu airport -- KHII 

https://forms.gle/7VeQ3AYAH9iuQwnv7
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ISO Cirrus for Rent 

Contact: Kay 

(602) 820-6286  

Email: kacorbin 

@post.harvard.edu 

Eliminate Batteries in ANR Headset 

Price: $35.00 

Jake McKernan 

Email: jake,mckernan@cox.com  

Mʳɲʍ 

can happen anytime).    

Feel free to contact me with any ques-

tions (daytrips@azpilots.org) and we'll 

look forward to seeing you. 

 

Safe flying, 

London Bridge ï just 7 miles south of KHII 

mailto:kacorbin@post.harvard.edu
mailto:kacorbin@post.harvard.edu
mailto:jake.mckernan@cox.net
https://partner91.com/
mailto:daytrips@azpilots.org


 му 

 

Video courtesy of member Jerry Hajek, Jr. CFI-II, MEI, ATP, UAS Remote Pilot, Verde Search and 

Rescue - Drone Unit Sergeant, Yavapai County Sheriff's Air Group, 

This is a video from the December 2024 Grapevine Campout. Enjoy. 

a9a.9w ±L59h{ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ohKUuymTkc 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ohKUuymTkc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ohKUuymTkc
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by Chris Nugent 

 

We had another great turnout for the 2024 scholarship cycle with sixty 

applications received ï a new record for our program. The overall quality 

of the scholarship applications has always been impressive, and the 

2024 submissions were no exception. In past years the career objectives 

for the majority of the applicants focused on becoming professional avia-

tors. However, weôre starting to see more applications for students who 

want to pursue careers in aviation maintenance and air traffic control, 

which is encouraging.  

As is normally the case, the scholarship committee puts in a lot of effort 

in the November/December timeframe to review applications and make 

final award recommendations. In the end analysis, we were awarded a total of twelve scholarships. 

Scholarships are an important part of APAôs mission, and it is very encouraging to see the member-

ships continued generosity and commitment to the program ï thank you! 

Hereôs a quick overview of the 2022 scholarship winners ï we will be publishing a more in-depth look 

at each of them in upcoming editions of the newsletter: 

Matreiya Viafora ï Matreiya is currently attending Verde Valley High School and plans to attend 

Untethered Aviation Academy in Sedona to complete her PPL. Her ultimate career goal is to 

become a professional pilot with the airlines. 

Sofia Genova ï Sofia is currently attending Red Mountain High School and the Aviation Program 

at the East Valley Institute of Technology (EVIT). She is a regular volunteer at AvPost 352 at 

Falcon Field and will attend Chandler-Gilbert Community College (CGCC) and the University 

of North Dakota flight program. Her goal is to become a professional with the airlines. She 

would ultimately like to return to AvPost 352 and volunteer her time as a CFI. 

Andreus Blackwell ï Andreus is a US Air Force veteran where he served as a C-17 loadmaster 

in his last assignment. Andreus is attending the University of North Dakota flight program and 

intends to pursue a career as a professional pilot with the airlines. 

Corby Running ï Corby is a US Navy veteran and is attending Chandler-Gilbert Community 

College and the University of North Dakota to obtain his ratings as a professional pilot. Cor-

byôs ultimate career goal is to fly for the airlines. 

Aiden Nelson ï Aiden is currently attending the Aviation Maintenance Program at CGCC to be-

come an A&P/IA. This is Aidenôs second APA Scholarship. 

Daniel Dominguez ï Daniel is currently attending EVIT and planning to obtain his PPL through 

the UND flight program. He will then transition to United Aviate Academy for the balance of 

his training through ATP. 

Andrew Bravo ï Andrew is a member of the Arizona Air National Guard where he serves as MQ

~  APA Scholarship Program  ~ 



 нм 

 

Redbird LD Flight Simulator 

Rental at Chandler Air Service 

Price: $70.00  

Call: (480) 093-6420  

Email: fly@aerobatics.com 

Amazing Fixed-Base 

Simulator for Rental 

Price:$ 70 

Contact: Randy Brooks 

(480) 466-5908 

randall.brooks@apstrainbing.com  

C˓ˠiʟ 

-9 Reaper sensor operator. Andrew is attending Arizona State University and will obtain his 

PPL through Fly Eagle Sport in Glendale. Andrewôs ultimate goal is to secure a USAF pilot 

slot. 

Jonathan Anderson ï Aiden is currently attending the Aviation Maintenance Program at CGCC 

to become an A&P/IA.  

Moises Basuri ï Moises is currently attending the University of North Dakota flight program with 

an ultimate goal of pursuing a career as a corporate pilot. 

Dawson Richardson ï Dawson is currently attending the Aviation Maintenance Program at 

CGCC to become an A&P/IA.  

Shanley Olson ï Shanely is attending Chandler-Gilbert Community College and the University 

of North Dakota to obtain her ratings as a professional pilot. Shanleyôs ultimate goal is to fly 

for the airlines. Shanleyôs scholarship was made possible by Mrs. Karen King to help young 

women pursue careers in aviation. Karenôs SkyQueenKing Scholarship will be offered on an 

annual basis in partnership with the APA Scholarship Program. 

Nanabah Yazzie ï Nanabah is currently attending Arizona College Prep High School and is 

planning to attend CGCC and the University of North Dakota flight program. Nanabah is pur-

suing and airline career and hopes to give back to 

others in the Native American community seeking 

aviation careers. Her scholarship was made pos-

sible by a donation from USAF Capt. Kyele 

Bridel, one of the few female pilots going through 

F-35 transition training at Luke AFB. 

 

The aviation industry remains strong and continues to 

grow, and this is reflected in the number of applications 

that APA receives for the scholarship program. And it is 

encouraging to see the drive and commitment of the ap-

plicants in pursuing aviation careers. 

Thank you again for your commitment to helping APA 

fulfill a key part of our mission. 

Fly Safe!  

Jeffre Antoff shows off his brand-new AMT 

Program Completion Certificate in 2022 

mailto:fly@aerobatics.com
mailto:randall.brooks@apstrainbing.com
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CFII Accepting New Students 

Contact: Patrick Williams 

(480) 737-5999 

Email: pwilliamsaz@gmail.com  

DAR-T Available for Field         

Approvals, Ferry Permits, & More 

Contact: Steve Huff 

Email: learaviator@yahoo.com  

Featured  

By Rod KunKel 

 

Our last weekend getaway of 2024 was to Palm Springs, CA.  We 

spent Friday afternoon at the Palm Springs Air Museum.  Saturday, we 

took a ride on the Palm Springs Tramway to the mountain ridge high 

above the city.  We had great food at both nightôs dinners.  And we 

stayed at a very comfortable boutique hotel on a lake in La Quinta. 

The weather, as is typical for November, was spectacular!  Sunny skies 

and warm temperatures (at least in the valley).  It was a bit chillier on 

the mountain at the top of the tramway, but at least there wasnôt any 

snow. 

Departure on Sunday morning was a bit bumpy.  Winds were fairly 

calm on the ground, but howling and quite turbulent at higher altitudes. 

All said, a great trip! 

Palm Springs Recap 

Roʋ 

mailto:pwilliamsaz@gmail.com
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com
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https://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2025/02/14/54105/-/buckeye-air-fair























