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Presidentôs Report  

Greetings, 

The start of the new year is a busy time for APA and this year has been 

no exception. We recently attended the Arizona Aviation Safety Advisory 

Groupôs (ASAG) 51
st
 Annual Awards Banquet and were honored to pre-

sent the Ruth Reinhold Award for Aviation Safety to Belinda Burnett, Di-

rector of Aviation Programs at Cochise College in Douglas, Arizona. 

Belinda has over 40 years of experience as a flight instructor and mentor 

to generations of aviation students. Belinda is the longest serving instruc-

tor at Cochise College and has over 10,000 hours of flight time with over 

90% of it being dual instruction, which is impressive! The Reinhold 

Award is presented to individuals that make a long-term contribution to 

aviation safety in Arizona. Congratulations Belinda! 

And Iôm sure you are all looking forward to the AOPA Fly-In and Buckeye Air Fair to be held Febru-

ary 14 ï 16 at KBXK. APA and our partners from the Recreational Aviation Foundation (RAF) will be 

there to connect with our members. Itôs al-

ways great to see the interest in our Back-

country, Scholarship, and FlyAZ Passport 

programs. The exhibit hall will be in the large 

community hangar this year and the APA/

RAF booth will be located on the back wall 

facing the entrance aisle so you canôt miss 

us. The team from AOPA and the City of 

Buckeye do an excellent job with the event 

and Iôm sure this year will be no exception. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Fly Safe, 

 

C˓ˠiʟ 

wǳǘƘ wŜƛƴƘƻƭŘ !ǿŀǊŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ .ŜƭƛƴŘŀ .ǳǊƴŜǧ 

Got great aviation photos that youôd like to share? 

newsletter@azpilots.org 

mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org
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Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð February 2025 

 
 

I hope all is going well for you so far this year. The days have 

been cool and the aircraft performance has been excellent in 

this nice cool air, and most certainly, the pilot performance 

should also be much improved. Except for a bit of wind at times, 

the flying weather has been generally great. I still canôt believe 

the length of this last hot summer. It seemed never to end. I re-

ally hope this isnôt a sign of things to come. I guess we shall 

see. In the meantime, letôs go flying. 

So far everything seems to be quiet on the aviation front, and 

from what Iôm aware of not too much has been happening. Our state legislature has gotten under 

way, and all appears to be relatively quiet from an aviation standpoint, and I hope it stays that way. 

I have heard that the legislature has taken steps to stop the ñsweepingò of funds from our Aviation 

Fund. The past millions of funds taken most likely didnôt have that much of an impact on the pro-

jects being funded, other than balancing a budget. From an aviation standpoint, this same money 

would have funded numerous runway, taxiway, or ramp improvements. If we donôt make noise at 

the legislature, they wonôt understand the importance of maintaining our infrastructure in a good 

condition, and the positive impact we make on the overall economic picture. I think a big part of the 

APA task this coming year will be to spend more time informing our state legislators of what the 

aviation community is doing and the positive impact it makes on the state.  

APA has many tasks laid out for the coming year, and unfortunately, our manpower is limited, as 

usual. If you think you can assist us, please contact our president, Chris Nugent. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

 

FAA 

Because the Federal Aviation (FAA) Administrator Michael Whitaker has resigned from his role on 

January 20, 2025, we will be waiting for the FAA to find a 

replacement for him. (Or Trump to make an announce-

ment of another new appointment.) I certainly hope this 

situation doesnôt impact the release of the MOSAIC Air-

plane program thatôs scheduled to be released at 

AirVenture in Oshkosh this summer.  

Everything still seems to be quiet on the FAA front in the 

way of changes or proposals for changes to the regula-

tions that might possibly impact our flying activity. APA will 

always be on the alert for any significant changes that 

may occur and will keep you informed. 

mailto:chris@azpilots.org
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AIRSPACE 

As you know there is a significant amount of parachute activi-

ty throughout the state, and we hope you are being extra vigi-

lant when flying near airports with known parachute activity. 

Be on the lookout for the parachute icon on the chart, indicat-

ing parachute activity. There may very likely be teams from 

foreign countries that could be training here. Be advised that 

that this training may be occurring at any of the parachute 

sites throughout the state. Please be aware that some of this 

activity could be high altitude jumping with a high altitude par-

achute opening with parachutists descending through air-

space far removed from the final landing site. Always be sure 

to check for NOTAMS for this activity, or use Flight Following for your proposed route of flight. Also 

possibly monitor en-route facility frequencies for parachute activity. 

We have been advised that the Sky Dive operations at the Casa Grande Airport have been told to 

cease using the present landing area located north of the airport, and have been offered a landing 

zone on airport property that is located southeast of the airport runway starting February 4, 2025. 

This will move them to an area where aircraft that may performing an instrument approach to the 

runway, and then executing a missed approach turn, may fly through. The landing area is on the ex-

isting airport property BUT IS NOT adjacent to the runway! It is located on an area that is approxi-

mately 300 feet south of some hangars south of the entrance to the airport. Until an analysis of the 

operation is made, it could be a serious safety issue. 

For some time the city of Peoria has been considering a renovation of the closed Pleasant Valley 

Airport (P48) near Lake Pleasant, acquiring additional adjacent land, and developing a major City Of 

Peoria Airport. Recently the word came out that the city has abandoned their airport plans for the 

area, but instead they plan to develop the area for other commercial purposes. While we could use 

another general aviation airport, an airport in this location would not be wise, and would be in conflict 

with the operations at Luke Air Force Base. 

 

SAFETY 

Itôs hard to say what the status of aviation safety is at the moment. I find it hard to believe this lack of 

information with human nature being as it is. The fact that I havenôt seen a report of a real aircraft 

accident since the RV-7 went down near Gila Bend on December 22 is surprising. The other day 

while I was writing this report, I received information from 

an APA member that a Cessna landed short of the runway 

at Prescott on Saturday, January 18th. Because there was 

no damage reported, this is the first incident of the year 

reported. The last aviation fatality we had was in the first 

part of November last year, and I certainly hope the next 

fatality wonôt occur for a long time. Rather than take up the 

space here, the two incidents that were reported to me in 

this last reporting period are covered in my accident report 

located in this newsletter. 
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Members, please continue to send accident information 

to jtimm@azpilots.org with the date, location, aircraft 

make, if anyone got hurt, and with as much detail as possi-

ble. Thank you. 

In this past reporting period we did have one Near Mid Air 

Collision (NMAC) reported. Iôm sure most of you saw this 

on the TV News. On January 11, while there was a major 

inrush of traffic to Phoenix Sky Harbor (PHX) there were 

two airliners that were on approach to the same runway at (PHX). Before they could get a warning 

from ATC, both aircraft received a TCAS Alert, and initiated a go around procedure. The system 

worked as planned, and both aircraft ultimately made a safe landing. The closest proximately to 

each other was 425 feet vertically, and 1/4 mile horizontally.  

While flying, ALWAYS WATCH FOR OTHER AIRCRAFT IN YOUR AREA ! 

The pilot deviations reported by the FAA were from the period from December 13 to January 10, 

2025. With the snowbirds that should be here by now and the blunders that are normally committed 

by our ñlocalò pilots, one would think that the number of deviations would be in the 20 to 30 range. 

There were only six (6) deviations this time. In other meetings I have asked the FAA controllers if 

there has been a change in criteria or any other change that would account for this drastic reduction 

in deviation numbers. Iôve always gotten the same response, there have been NO changes made! 

I find it hard to believe that we may have gotten through to pilots with these reports, and they are 

being more careful in what they are doing. 

These deviations were committed by pilots with certificates ranging from Private Pilot through Com-

mercial/CFI, and there were no Brashers issued. 

Note: A controller will issue a Brasher notification to a pilot when further FAA action will be taken, 

and the controller is thus giving the airman the opportunity to make note of the occurrence, collect 

information, and their thoughts for their future interaction with FAA Flight Standards. 

Itôs still apparent that pilots are often unaware of what type of airspace they are flying in or are about 

to enter. Pilots must always listen carefully to ATC instructions and follow them, and if they canôt 

comply, immediately tell the controller why they canôt comply. When fly-

ing in controlled airspace, pilots must always comply with ATC instruc-

tions and always advise ATC before you do anything that may differ 

from the instructions given. When on the ground, pay attention to all air-

port signs, and runway markings, and know what they mean, and al-

ways comply with them.  

In summary, the general aviation deviations issued this reporting period 

are as follows: 

3 IFR Deviations No Brashers 

1 Class Delta Deviation No Brasher 

2 Runway Incursions No Brashers 

To see the details of these deviations, see a copy of my Pilot Deviation 

Report located elsewhere in this newsletter.  

mailto:jtimm@azpilots.org
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CONSTRUCTION 

Gulfstream Aviation just opened a new customer support 

service center at Mesa Gateway Airport (IWA) in January. 

This new facility will provide maintenance, avionics ser-

vices, inspections, and support for all Gulfstream aircraft. 

Gateway Airport (IWA) is still undertaking construction 

projects which may require the closing, or partial closing 

of one of their three runways from time to time. Phoenix Deer Valley Airport (DVT) is undergoing a 

major hangar construction project which requires changes in the normal taxi routing. Be sure to get 

NOTAMS for both airports before your arrival. Other airports around the state have numerous con-

struction projects in progress or have projects starting soon. Unfortunately, we donôt have the specif-

ic details on all these projects, but we would urge you to always check for NOTAMS at your destina-

tion airport so you donôt have a surprise when you arrive. 

APA is working with airports around the state assisting with the updating of their Airport Master 

Plans by providing the pilot, and aircraft ownerôs perspective in the process. Eloy is in the process of 

wrapping up their master plan process with the presentation of the final draft of the Airport Layout 

Plan (ALP) to the City Council for their approval, and then submittal to the FAA. The Airport Master 

Plan Update process usually requires about a year for completion. 

 

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO FLY FOR BREAKFAST 

The fly-in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport (P08) is on the first Saturday of the month.  

On the second Saturday of the month, consider flying down to Ryan Field (RYN) near Tucson for 

breakfast or lunch at Ritchieôs Restaurant. They are open daily from 6 am to 2 pm to serve you. 

Grapevine is open full time, and generally the third Saturday weekend camping and cookouts have 

restarted. Check the newsletter for a possible weekend change. The camp host will prepare the 

main course for dinner, and campers, please bring a side dish or dessert to share. Grapevine, 

which lies within a National Forest, is heavily used by the Forest Service for fighting wild-

fires, and the Military for Special Training. 

On the last Saturday of the month a fly-in breakfast will be put on by the Runway 5 Cafe, a new cafe 

that just started business in the Casa Grande Airport terminal building. Runway 5 Cafe is open for 

business on Tuesday through Saturday from 7:00 am to 2:00 pm.  

When you fly to any of these venues, be sure to look for the Fly Arizona Passport Placard at the res-

taurant, and at the airport terminal. If you havenôt already, scan 

the placard with your smart phone to get credit on the passport 

program for being there. 

 

Check with the APA Getaway Flights program and 

online calendar for fun weekend places to fly.  

 ά 
ALWAYS WATCH FOR OTHER 

AIRCRAFT IN YOUR AREA! 

έ    
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!ǊƛȊƻƴŀ{ƪƛŜǎ!ǾƛŀǝƻƴΦŎƻƳ 

 

ά/ƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƅȅΗέ 

DƭŜƴƴ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ς !ƛǊǇƭŀƴŜ ϧ IŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ /CL 
слн псо-ррну 

!ǊƛȊƻƴŀ{ƪƛŜǎ!ǾƛŀǝƻƴϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

 

mailto:arizonaskiesaviation@gmail.com
mailto:ArizonaSkiesAviation@gmail.com
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As an all-volunteer organization, APA relies on the generosity of our members and volunteers to 

accomplish our mission. To ensure that weôre communicating volunteer opportunities, we will begin 

publishing a Volunteer Opportunity summary in the newsletter going forward. 

Please take a look at the volunteer opportunities listed below and reach out to the APA point of 

contact for more details if you are interested in helping out.  

Thank you in advance for your participation!  

APA Volunteer Opportunities 

Opportunities APA Point of Contact 

APA Member Services 
Mailing Donor Thank You Cards 

Mailing Membership Cards and a Welcome Letters 
Clothing Store Inventory and Shipping Orders 

Sue 
(sue@azpilots.org) 

Grapevine Monthly 
Camping Weekend 

Volunteer Hosts Needed!  

Leanne 
(leanne@azpilots.org)   

March ó25 

(Mar. 14-16) 
John & Tricia Mckenna 

April ó25 

(Apr. 11-13) 
Jim & Stella 

Airstrip Maintenance 
Volunteers Needed! 

Grapevine (88AZ) 
(General Maintenanceðwatch the APA Facebook 

page for dates) 

Mike Andresen 
(grapevine@azpilots.org) 

Red Creek 
(Fill Ruts, etc.) 

Tommy Thomason 
(redcreek@azpilots.org) 

Double Circle Ranch  
(Airstrip Shoulder Mowing - Help Needed!) 

In Work 
Thanks to Josh Leavitt  
and the Bryce Families! 
(doublecircle@azpilots.org) 

Forepaugh 
(General Strip Maintenance) 

Kit Murphy 
(forepaugh@azpilots.org) 

I am a DAR-T and work in Buckeye (10AZ) all week. I 

am able to do Field Approvals, Ferry Permits, Airworthi-

ness Certification for Standard and Experimental air-

craft, 8130 tags, Export Certificates of Airworthiness 

Certificates and Replacement Airworthiness Certifi-

cates. I am open to all ideas for Field Approvals and 

can help figure out a way to get your project approved. 

  

Steven Huff  learaviator@yahoo.com  602-390-4246 

mailto:sue@azpilots.org
mailto:leanne@azpilots.org
mailto:grapevine@azpilots.org
mailto:redcreek@azpilots.org
mailto:doublecircle@azpilots.org
mailto:forepaugh@azpilots.org
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20APA%20Newsletter
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General Aviation Survival 

 

The FAA and industry will conduct a public education 
campaign emphasizing the benefits of survival 
knowledge, skill, equipage, and planning to General 
Aviation flight operations. 

 

Outreach Month:  February 2025 

Topic: General Aviation Security  

DOWNLOADS:    

PowerPoint Presentation Slides... 

Complex Airfield Geometry#5: Short Dis-

tance Between Parallel Runways: This is 

the fifth of seven videos in our From the 

Flight Deck - Complex Airfield Geometry se-

ries. A short taxiway distance between run-

ways reduces the area where aircraft may 

safely hold short between runways. In partic-

ular, when exiting a parallel runway, the hold 

short markings for the other runway may be 

encountered much sooner than expected, 

leading the pilot to unintentionally cross the 

hold lines or enter the runway.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j3LKCHP1F6g 

https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/october-2017-general-aviation-survival
https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/october-2017-general-aviation-survival
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j3LKCHP1F6g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j3LKCHP1F6g
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For our fly-out on Saturday, February 22, our host (and airport manager, Roy Jones) will be cooking 

a home breakfast at the airport for all APA pilots. Some of you may remember Roy as he was previ-

ously the airport manager at Bensonôs airport where he regularly sponsored fly-in homemade break-

fasts for pilots. Roy said breakfast will be FREE (but he will accept donations from pilots). Please be 

sure to RSVP if you plan to attend so that Roy can buy sufficient supplies. He doesnôt want to run 

short and leave anyone hungry!  

Featured  

February 22nd Day Trip:  

Tombstone, Arizona (P29) 

By Mike McCannðAPA Day Trip Coordinator 

 

Tombstone (P29) Arrival time: 8:30 ï 9:00am 

RSVP Hotlink 

link for website https://forms.gle/icqb2ioJhyq7wyzy9 

 

Greetings everyone! For our second day trip in 2025, weôll be doing something very different. Last 

month we headed west to Lake Havasu. This month, weôll be heading south to Tombstone, AZ. Not 

many Arizona pilots have visited Tombstone airport, and with good reason. The airport is not close 

to the town of Tombstone, and the airport previously had no services or ground transportation. How-

ever, during 2024, the airport got a new airport manager who committed to making the Tombstone 

airport a fun destination for GA pilots. 

4ÏÍÂÓÔÏÎÅ !ÉÒÐÏÒÔ ɀ 0φύ  

https://forms.gle/icqb2ioJhyq7wyzy9
website%20https:/forms.gle/icqb2ioJhyq7wyzy9
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 4ÏÍÂÓÔÏÎÅ !ÉÒÐÏÒÔ ÁÉÒÃÒÁÆÔ ÐÁÒËÉÎÇ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ 1ÕÏÎÓÅÔ ÈÕÔ ÈÁÎÇÅÒ  

Roy also plans to offer his famous ñCanôt Pass Gas Saturdayò pricing special for 100LL. Heôs always 

offered very attractively priced 100LL, and on his Canôt Pass Gas days, he commits to being the low-

est price of any airport within a 50-mile radius. 

ADDED BONUS ï Pick up additional AZ Passport airports near Tombstone 

While weôre down at Tombstone, there are several other GA airports which are part of APAôs AZ 

Passport program. Using Tombstone airport as a starting point, you can do a round-robin flight of 

approximately 84 statute miles and visit four other nearby airports, thus collecting up to FIVE airports 

(including Tombstone) in a single morning. Several of these airports are in very close proximity to 

the US/Mexico border so take special caution if you choose to fly to any of these airports. 

3ÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ ÁÔ 0φύ ɉ4ÏÍÂÓÔÏÎÅɊȟ УÉÖÅ !: 0ÁÓÓÐÏÒÔ ÁÉÒÐÏÒÔÓ ÉÎ ÃÌÏÓÅ ÐÒÏØÉÍÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ 
ɉÎÏÔ ÆÏÒ ÎÁÖÉÇÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅÓ ɀ ÓÏÌÅÌÙ ÆÏÒ ÉÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅÓ ɀ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÙ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ 

ÔÏ 53Ⱦ-ÅØÉÃÏ ÂÏÒÄÅÒ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ УÌÙ ÔÏ 0τψȟ 0τχȟ ÏÒ +$',ɊȢ  
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ISO 2-4 Place Backcountry Airplane 

Looking to buy a 2-4 place airplane 

for backcountry work. 

Call: Bob at (602) 228-9145 

Email: bob@flightskills.com  

ISO Partnership Tucson Area 

Looking for a Partnership in Columbia/

Cirrus 

Contact: Michael Hutchinson 

(831) 776-2210 

Email: hutchinson93922@gmail.com  

Sling TSI empennage kit Price: $4,400 

Contact: Brian Toncray 

Email: tonrayb@gmail.com  

Airplane Partnership  

Price:$ 40,000 
Contact: Paul Wiley 
(623) 687-0195 

 pwileyaz@cox.net  

As always, be sure to thoroughly preflight both yourself and your aircraft, and do a thorough flight 

plan, as would be required for any cross-country flight.  

RSVP Today! 

Feel free to contact me with any questions (daytrips@azpilots.org) and we'll look forward to seeing 

you. 

Safe flying, 

Mʳɲʍ 

mailto:bob@flightskills.com
mailto:hutchinson93922@gmail.com
mailto:tonrayb@gmail.com
mailto:pwileyaz@cox.net
https://partner91.com/
https://forms.gle/icqb2ioJhyq7wyzy9
mailto:daytrips@azpilots.org


 мр 

 

http://www.cactusflyin.org/


 мс 

 

by Chris Nugent 

 

We had another great turnout for the 2024 scholarship cycle with sixty-

three applications being submitted. Through your donations we were for-

tunate to be able to award twelve scholarships to some deserving and 

well-qualified applicants. In this monthôs Scholarship Corner, weôll intro-

duce some of our 2025 scholarship recipients. 

 

2025 Scholarship Recipients 

Matreiya Viafora ï Verde Valley School, Sedona 

I am so appreciative for this APA scholarship because now the end 

goal for my aviation career is closer in sight! Since I was five, my 

dream has been to become an airline pilot. Along the way, I would 

also like to experience being a charter pilot and a medical pilot. This 

scholarship will dramatically accelerate my goal of getting my PPL 

(hopefully this year), and all future tests and certificates by allowing 

me to get regular lessons every week or every other week. So far, 

Iôve only been able to have lessons once a month as that is what my 

mother can afford. This scholarship enables me to have more fre-

quent and consistent flight training, and for that I am thrilled! Ulti-

mately, my goal is to obtain my ATP certificate as soon as possible 

so that the way forward to an airline career is as open and as straight 

a shot ahead as possible. 

Aiden Nelson ï Chandler-Gilbert Community College ï Aviation Maintenance Technology 

Program 

I am an aspiring aviation maintenance professional with a clear 

vision for my future in the aviation industry. Currently pursuing 

Aircraft Maintenance Certifications at CGCC, my career goal is to 

become a highly skilled aircraft maintenance technician, dedicat-

ed to ensuring the safety and efficiency of aviation operations.   

This APA scholarship is crucial in helping me achieve my career 

aspirations by providing the financial support necessary to com-

plete my certifications and further my education in aviation 

maintenance. With this support, I am eager to advance my tech-

nical expertise and continue gaining valuable hands-on experi-

ence. I am committed to contributing to the aviation industry 

through innovation, safety, and excellence in aircraft mainte-

nance. 

~  APA Scholarship Program  ~ 
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C˓ˠiʟ 

Corby Running ï University of North Dakota 

My name is Corby Running, and I am honored to be a recipient of 

the Arizona Pilots Association Scholarship. I am pursuing a degree 

in Airway Science Technology with flight emphasis at Chandler-

Gilbert Community College. Growing up, I always had a passion 

for aviation and dreamed of becoming a pilot. After serving in the 

Navy, where I experienced firsthand the precision and dedication 

required in aviation, I realized that my goal is to become an airline 

pilot. I have recently obtained my instrument rating, which has 

been a significant milestone in my journey toward becoming a pro-

fessional pilot. The Arizona Pilots Association Scholarship is in-

credibly valuable to me, as it will ease the financial burden of my 

education and allow me to focus more on continuing my flight train-

ing and furthering my education. I am excited to continue pursuing 

my dreams and am deeply grateful for the Arizona Pilots Associa-

tionôs support in helping me achieve them. 

Sofia Genova ï East Valley Institute of Technology (EVIT) 

My name is Sofia Genova, and I am a senior at Red Mountain 

High School working towards earning my Private Pilot's license. I 

am honored to be the recipient of the Arizona Pilots Association 

(APA) scholarship that will help me achieve my overall goal of be-

coming a commercial airline pilot. I was introduced to aviation 

through the East Valley Institute of Technology (EVIT) when I took 

an Aviation class my junior year of high school. I discovered how 

amazing aviation is and how many opportunities it provides. 

Through EVITôs internship program, I am going to use the APA 

scholarship and train with the University of North Dakotaôs Chan-

dler Gilbert Community College flight program at the Mesa Gate-

way Airport. My main goal is to complete my Private Pilot license 

before I graduate high school in May. 

Once I complete my Private Pilot license this spring, I am going to 

attend the University of North Dakota in the fall where I will earn a bachelorôs degree in Commercial 

Aviation. There I will be able to transfer all of my credits earned at the community college and begin 

a year ahead. Then I will complete my Instrument, Commercial, Multi-engine, CFI, and CFII certifica-

tions while I finish my degree. My end goal is to work for a regional airline and then transition to a 

major airline, or start with a major airline after obtaining my ATP license. I am extremely excited 

about this opportunity and thank you so much for investing in my career and the future of aviation.  

 

More to come next month, and thank you again for your generous support in helping APA build the 

next generation of Arizona aviation professionals!  
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https://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2025/03/15/54137/-/50th-anniversary-with-our-festival-fly-in-at-page
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By Mike McCannðAPA Day Trip Coordinator 

 

 

Januaryôs APA Day trip to Lake Havasu was a great success. 37 pilots 

and passengers made the flight and enjoyed great weather (both perfect 

temperatures and CALM winds!). APA members came from all parts of 

Arizona to meet up for a great lunch at the Hanger 24 restaurant. We 

also had several pilots from the Phoenix 99ôs join us, as well as a few 

pilots from the Las Vegas area who saw our fly-out plans to come to 

Havasu.  

January Day Trip Recap:  

Lake Havasu, Arizona (KHII) 

Since our day trip groups are growing larger, Iôve received several great suggestions from day trip 

participants including having APA nametags to easily spot other APA members and make remem-

bering names easier (something I can truly understand!). There are also suggestions to circulate a 

list of day trip participants ahead of the flight so that members can use the get-togethers to connect 

with other pilots based at specific airports or fly similar aircraft. These are all great suggestions 

which should make our day trip events even better. 

Thanks again to everyone that participated in the Havasu day trip and weôll look forward to seeing 

you at Tombstone February 22! 

! ÖÁÒÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ ÁÉÒÃÒÁÆÔ ÍÁÄÅ ÕÐ ÔÈÅ υϋ ÁÉÒÐÌÁÎÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÈÅ !0! УÌÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ,ÁËÅ (ÁÖÁÓÕ 
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Mʳɲʍ 

3ÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ χϋ ÐÉÌÏÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÓÓÅÎÇÅÒÓ ÁÔ (ÁÎÇÅÒ φψ #ÒÁÆÔ "ÒÅ×ÉÎÇ 2ÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔ 

3ÅÖÅÒÁÌ !0! ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÔÏÏË ÁÅÒÉÁÌ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÎÄÏÎ "ÒÉÄÇÅ 

As always, feel free to contact me with any questions (daytrips@azpilots.org) and we'll look forward 

to seeing you. 

Safe flying, 

mailto:daytrips@azpilots.org
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Short Final  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !t!Φ 

By Howard Deevers 

 
If you have been flying for more than two weeks, you have already 

heard the expression that most aviation accidents are caused by ñPILOT 

ERROR.ò If you already have your Private Pilots Certificate, you have 

probably read an NTSB report about an aviation accident, that conclud-

ed that the cause of the accident was ñPilot Error.ò Yes, we are human, 

and humans do make mistakes every day. Some of our mistakes are 

minor, such as failing to read back the runway assignment when cleared 

to take off or land. You are still on the ground or in the traffic pattern, 

and those mistakes (pilot error) can be corrected quickly and easily.  

Here are examples of some other MISTAKES, or PILOT ERRORS, that can turn out far worse: 

Thinking that you are better than you are. Sure, you may have that pilot certificate, with instrument 

rating, and maybe even a Commercial Pilot certificate, and ñxxxò number of hours in your logbook. 

Those ratings and hours may make you think that you are a better pilot than you really are. Even the 

most experienced pilots still make mistakes. Setting personal limits is one way to avoid Pilot Error. 

Failure to get weather briefings. I know that there are many ways to get weather information in these 

modern days. For me, the best weather briefing comes from Flight Service ï 1-800-WXBRIEF. I re-

member hearing from several sources, while I was a student pilot, that weather is a major cause of 

accidents. We might blame the weather, but failure to know in advance what to expect is our respon-

sibility. When I call FSS I usually get a briefer that really goes beyond what I saw in my studies be-

fore calling. I have changed my route plans many times, and in some cases cancelled the plan for 

that day entirely, after getting a good weather briefing.  

Running out of fuel on a flight. There are 52 fuel related 

accidents per year in this country. That is one per week! 

Long cross-country flights require careful fuel planning, 

knowing exactly how much fuel you have, and how far you 

can go on that fuel. Weather being a factor, because head 

winds can cause you to take longer than expected to make 

that next fuel stop. Often a closer fuel stop will be the best 

option. Even if you make a successful off airport landing, 

running out of fuel is just too embarrassing! 

Thinking that your airplane is better than it is. All airplanes, 

or aircraft, must obey the laws of physics to fly. Why do we 

have stall/spin accidents in the patterns at airports? Be-

cause the pilot tried to do something that is not possible, 

How to Make an Aviation Mistake 
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and the airplane simply followed the rules of phys-

ics. It has no choice. The airplane cannot make deci-

sions for us; it can only react to the inputs it gets 

from the pilot. One of the most valuable new items 

you can put in your panel is an Angle of Attack indi-

cator (AOA). Many new planes come with that al-

ready installed. 

There are too many ways to make a mistake ï pilot 

error ï to list them all here. One of the worst mis-

takes pilots make is not understanding the risks. 

There are risks as soon as we walk out of our 

homes and start driving to the airport. I see them 

every day on my way to the airport when cars pass 

me at high speeds, or just barely make it through a traffic signal. We have all seen the results of 

those actions. In aviation, we want to avoid that. Constant training is one of the best ways we can 

avoid making a mistake, or pilot error.  

The FAA WINGS program is one of the best ways to train and keep current. There are numerous 

free courses on FAASafety.gov. Take some of those courses, fly with an instructor for the flight por-

tion, and earn your next phase of the WINGS. Your ARIZONA PILOTS ASSOCION also provides 

free safety seminars in Arizona. Check the website for a location and date near you. And ñDon't for-

get to bring your wingman!ò  

H˛wˉrʋ 

Donôt come to a safety program by 
yourself, but donôt just bring your 
old buddy who always comes with 
you. Bring someone new, and get 
your BFF to also bring someone 

new.  
We need you to help us expand our 
audience, to expand our reach, and 
to expand that ocean of faces. 

 
Statistics show that the folks hav-
ing accidents are the ones who 
donôt participate in the WINGS or 
safety programs, so help us reach 
out to those folks and pull them in. 

 

We never complain when a 
program runs out of chairs!!! 



 нп 

 

    Contact: Glenn Roberts (602) 463-5528

 glennsroberts@icloud.com 

 Fly a Helicopter! Price:$ 330.00  

Fly Loops and Rolls! Price:$ 220.00 

Got interesting aviation videos 

that you wish to share? 

Please share only your own vide-

os, keep them related to an avia-

tion topic of some kind, and 

please keep them to no more 

than 5-6 minutes long. A short 

paragraph of explanation would 

be great, but not necessary. 

rick@azpilots.org 

ISO Cirrus for Rent 

Contact: Kay 

(602) 820-6286  

Email: kacorbin 

@post.harvard.edu 

Eliminate Batteries in ANR Headset 

Price: $35.00 

Jake McKernan 

Hangar for Rent Glendale Airport 

Contact: Michael Haubrich 

(262) 672-1956 

Email: skyboundaz@gmail.com  

Aviation Hagar 52x52 for Rent 

Price: $2,000 

Contact: Michael Mackey 

(646) 651-6275 

Email: michael@makeyev.com  

Cessna 182P SKYLANE 

Price: $144,999 

Contact: Diana Andresen 

(480) 540-7344 

Email: dmandresen23@gmail.com  

Prop Bulkhead 

Price:$ 12,345 

Contact: Mark Helley 

azhelleys@gmail.com  

mailto:glennsroberts@icloud.com
mailto:rick@azpilots.org
mailto:kacorbin@post.harvard.edu
mailto:kacorbin@post.harvard.edu
mailto:skyboundaz@gmail.com
mailto:michael@makeyev.com
mailto:michael@makeyev.com
https://azpilots.org/shop-apa-clothing/classifieds/6-other/50086-rare-partnership-opportunity
mailto:azhelleys@gmail.com











