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Presidentôs Report  

Greetings, 

The Arizona spring weather has been a little unsettled and unfortunately, 

we were forced to cancel the March Grapevine Camping weekend that 

was due to be hosted by our friends John and Trish McKenna from The 

Recreational Aviation Foundation. This was certainly disappointing, but 

weôve already planned to reschedule them for the October Grapevine 

Camping Weekend. Please take a moment to mark your calendars in ad-

vance so that you can join us and show our support for the great partner-

ship that we have with the team at the RAF.  

Although things have been relatively quiet recently on the subject of air-

port landing fees, Jim Timm notes in his Executive Directors Report that 

the Montana legislature is considering legislation that would limit the use 

of ADS-B data to assess landing fees on certain aircraft. Montana House Bill 571 introduced by Rep. 

Shane Klakken, specifically prohibits the use of ADS-B data as a means for ñcalculating, generating, 

and collecting fees from aircraft owners or operators who operate aircraft within the geographic 

boundaries of the state.ò The proposed legislation applies to aircraft having a gross weight of 9,000 

pounds or less. The bill has been approved by the Montana House and passed on to the Senate for 

committee hearings and final vote. This is certainly a step in the right direction, and we will be follow-

ing up with our contacts in the state legislature to explore similar legislation for Arizona. We will be 

sure to keep you posted on developments as we work through this process. 

Finally, a reminder that our Annual Membership Meeting is scheduled for Saturday, May 10
th
 so 

please mark your calendars and save the date. The meeting will be held at Highlands Church, 9050 

E. Pinnacle Peak Road, near KSDL. We have a full agenda lined up and weôll have some great door 

prizes as well. Weôll be getting the meeting 

specifics out to you beforehand, and we 

look forward to seeing you there! 

Fly Safe, 

C˓ˠiʟ 

Got great aviation photos that youôd like to share? 

newsletter@azpilots.org 

mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org
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Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð April 2025 

 
 

We have had pretty good weather for the normal breakfast 

flights lately. To get there early, at least in most cases, we no 

longer have to get to the airport in the dark. So, letôs get up and 

go flying. 

We have been complaining about landing fees being accessed 

as a result of information that is being taken from our ADS-B 

data that is being transmitted. Both the EAA and AOPA are 

fighting the issue with the FAA and the legislature on a national 

level, and APA has been talking about this issue with our Ari-

zona state legislators. There are a couple of Arizona airports that are now charging fees based on 

the ADS-B data, and there are many airports in the state considering using this type of system for 

charging landing fees. The state of Montana has a representative in their state legislature that has 

an extensive aviation background that crafted a bill for their House of Representatives, and got it 

passed, that dealt with using ADS-B transmitted data ñas a means for calculating, generating, and 

collecting fees from aircraft owners.ò This bill is now being presented to their state senate, to get it 

passed, and signed into law. The APA may use this Montana bill as a guide in approaching our 

legislators to get a very similar bill introduced, passed, and signed into law.  

We are continuing in our efforts to inform our state legislators of what is happening in the aviation 

community, the importance of maintaining the good condition of our infrastructure, and the positive 

impact we make on the overall economic picture of the state. We will continue fighting as hard as 

we can to make sure the state legislature doesnôt again ñsweepò our aviation fund to finance their 

favored projects. 

APA has many tasks laid out for the coming year, and unfortunately our manpower is limited. If you 

think you can assist us please contact our president Chris Nugent. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

FAA 

Because the Federal Aviation (FAA) Administrator 

Michael Whitaker had resigned, President Trump 

appointed Christopher Rocheleaun as acting ad-

ministrator, and President Trump has now nominat-

ed Bryan Bedford to become the FAA administra-

tor. Mr. Bedford is the CEO of Republic Airways, a 

pilot with commercial ratings, and a seasoned ex-

ecutive in the airline industry. He has previously 

headed two other air-carriers and oversaw a signifi-
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cant expansion of Republic Airways. With his 

firsthand knowledge of aviation operations, safety 

regulations, and workforce dynamics, he would 

make a good choice for the position. I would hope 

his past and present association with the air-carrier 

industry wouldnôt lead him to favoring the air-carrier 

industry in his decision making processes.  

I would also hope this new appointment doesnôt 

negatively impact the release of the MOSAIC Air-

plane program thatôs scheduled to be announced at 

AirVenture in Oshkosh this summer. 

In an effort to reduce runway incursions, the FAA will be introducing a Runway Incursion Device 

(RID) at 74 ATC towers around the U.S. This device will assist controllers by automatically providing 

a real-time alert when a runway is occupied or closed. Each device has the ability to monitor up to 

eight runways. Hopefully the use of this device will ñtrickle downò rapidly to many of our general avia-

tion airports and help address the pilot deviation issue of runway incursions. 

All appears to be status quo at the FAA regarding regulations or proposals for changes that may po-

tentially impact your flying activity. We at APA will always be on the alert for any significant changes 

that may occur, and keep you informed. 

 

AIRSPACE 

The latest word that the APA has heard is that Casa Grande is still searching for an airport manager 

after David Reffner resigned. Reffner is supposed to be relocating to another Arizona airport as 

manager (location unknown). Presently the Sky Dive operation at the airport is still dropping para-

chutists at the same location north of the airport. The suggested drop zone location on the airport 

was deemed, by the sky dive operations manager, to be unacceptable for their customers for vari-

ous safety reasons.  

A significant amount of parachute activity throughout the state is ongoing. We hope you are extra 

vigilant when flying near airports with known parachute activity, and look for the parachute icon on 

the chart, indicating parachute activity. There may 

be teams from foreign countries that could be train-

ing here, and be advised that some of this training 

could be high altitude jumping initiated at Flight Lev-

els between FL130 and FL200, occasionally above 

FL200 with parachutists descending through air-

space far removed from the final landing site. Re-

member, the safest place is downwind of the Drop 

Zone, and Parachutists land like an airplane: down-

wind, base, final. Always check NOTAMS for para-

chute activity and use Flight Following for your pro-

posed route of flight, and possibly monitor en-route 

facility frequencies for parachute activity. 
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Marana Regional Airport was planning to start con-

struction of an air traffic control tower soon, but be-

cause of economic concerns, the start date had 

been extended. Because of the recent midair colli-

sion, itôs history of numerous NMACôs, and very 

high air traffic density, itôs hoped that the original 

schedule for the control tower can be restored. 

 

SAFETY 

The number of Accident/Incidents wasnôt too bad 

this time. While the number of Accidents/Incidents 

isnôt very long, the number of FAA reported inci-

dents comprises approximately half of the list. Itôs fortunate that this time there werenôt any fatalities 

reported. The March reporting period has 9 Accident/Incidents, and the information is taken from 

many sources, but much of the information is from FAA notes. 

For the details of all the accidents/incidents in this past reporting period, see my accident report lo-

cated elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Members, please continue to send accident information to jtimm@azpilots.org with the date, loca-

tion, aircraft make, if anyone got hurt, and with as much detail as possible. Thank you. 

Unfortunately, this past reporting period we had two Near Mid Air Collisions (NMAC) reported with 

the first one occurring on February 16th at Mesa Falcon Field (FFZ), when a Cessna flew through 

an assigned runway approach course and wound up within 0.11 mi, and 100 ft. vertical of another 

aircraft that was on approach to an adjacent parallel runway. 

The second NMAC occurred on February 24th at Chandler Municipal Airport when a Cessna made 

a turn to right base for an assigned runway, and discovered there was a Drone on his right side 

within an estimated 15 feet. No evasive maneuvers were possible. 

The best advice we can offer is that when flying, even in a traffic pattern, is ALWAYS KEEP A 

WATCH OUT FOR OTHER AIRCRAFT IN YOUR AREA! 

There were twenty-one pilot deviations reported by the FAA SDL FSDO for the period from February 

14 through March 13, 2025. These deviations were committed by pilots with certificates ranging 

from Private Pilot through ATP/CFI, and there were two Brashers issued for IFR deviations. 

Note: A controller will issue a Brasher notification to 

a pilot when further FAA action will be taken and 

the controller is thus giving the airman the oppor-

tunity to make note of the occurrence, collect infor-

mation, and their thoughts for their future interac-

tion with FAA Flight Standards. 

Itôs again obvious that pilots are often unaware of 

what type of airspace they are flying in or may be 

about to enter. Pilots must always listen carefully to 

ATC instructions, and follow them, and if they canôt 

mailto:jtimm@azpilots.org
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comply, immediately tell the controller why they 

canôt comply. When flying in controlled airspace, 

pilots must always comply with ATC instructions 

and always advise ATC before you do anything that 

may differ from instructions given. When on the 

ground, pay attention to airport signs, and runway 

markings, and know what they mean, and always 

comply with them.  

In summary, the general aviation deviations issued 

this reporting period are as follows: 

6 IFR Deviations 2 Brashers 

2 Class Bravo Airspace Deviations No Brashers 

2 Class Delta Airspace Deviations No Brashers 

6 Runway Incursions No Brashers 

3 ATC Instructions No Brashers 

2 Surface Incidents No Brashers 

To see the details of these deviations, see my Pilot Deviation Report located elsewhere in this news-

letter.  

 

CONSTRUCTION 

Tucson International Airport (TUS) has several long-term projects underway, so always check the 

NOTAMS for TUS before flying in! 

Gateway Airport (IWA) has ongoing construction projects which may require the closing, or partial 

closing, of one of their three runways from time to time. Phoenix Deer Valley Airport (DVT) has a 

major hangar construction project underway on the south side which will require a change in the nor-

mal taxi routing. Be sure to get NOTAMS for both airports, and study them before your arrival. Other 

airports around the state may have construction projects underway or have projects starting soon. 

Unfortunately, we donôt have specific details on all these projects, but we would urge you to always 

check for NOTAMS at your destination airport so you donôt have a surprise upon your arrival. 

APA works with airports around the state assisting with the updating of their Airport Master Plan by 

providing the pilot, and aircraft ownerôs perspective 

in the process.  

The Airport Master Plan Update process usually re-

quires about a year for completion. 

 

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO FLY FOR BREAK-

FAST 

The fly-in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport 

(P08) is on the first Saturday of the month.  

On the second Saturday of the month, consider fly-
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I am a DAR-T and work in Buckeye (10AZ) all week. I 

am able to do Field Approvals, Ferry Permits, Airworthi-

ness Certification for Standard and Experimental air-

craft, 8130 tags, Export Certificates of Airworthiness 

Certificates and Replacement Airworthiness Certifi-

cates. I am open to all ideas for Field Approvals and 

can help figure out a way to get your project approved. 

  

Steven Huff  learaviator@yahoo.com  602-390-4246 

J˔ʗ 

ing down to Ryan Field (RYN) near Tucson for breakfast or 

lunch at Ritchieôs Restaurant. They are open daily from 6 

am to 2 pm to serve you. 

The last Grapevine camp out of the season is in April and 

will restart in the fall.  The camp host will prepare the main 

course for dinner, and campers, please bring a side dish or 

dessert to share. Grapevine, which lies within a Nation-

al Forest, is heavily used by the Forest Service for 

fighting wildfires, and the Military for Special Training. 

On the last Saturday of the month a fly-in breakfast will be 

put on by the Runway 5 Cafe, a new cafe that just started business in the Casa Grande Airport ter-

minal building. Runway 5 Cafe is open for business on Tuesday through Saturday from 7:00 am to 

2:00 pm.  

When you fly to any of these venues, be sure to look for the Fly Arizona Passport Placard at the res-

taurant, and at the airport terminal. If you havenôt, scan the placard with your smart phone to get 

credit on the passport program for being there. 

 

Check with the APA Getaway Flights program and 

online calendar for fun weekend places to fly.  

Airplane Partnership for Sale 

C-182RG hangared at DVT 

Price: $38,500 

Contact Paul Wiley 623-687-0195 

Email: pwileyaz@cox.net 

mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20APA%20Newsletter
mailto:cindyMarketsAZ@gmail.com
mailto:pwileyaz@cox.net
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!ǊƛȊƻƴŀ{ƪƛŜǎ!ǾƛŀǝƻƴΦŎƻƳ 

 

ά/ƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƅȅΗέ 

DƭŜƴƴ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ς !ƛǊǇƭŀƴŜ ϧ IŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ /CL 
слн псо-ррну 

!ǊƛȊƻƴŀ{ƪƛŜǎ!ǾƛŀǝƻƴϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

 

mailto:arizonaskiesaviation@gmail.com
mailto:ArizonaSkiesAviation@gmail.com
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As an all-volunteer organization, APA relies on the generosity of our members and volunteers to 

accomplish our mission. To ensure that weôre communicating volunteer opportunities, we will begin 

publishing a Volunteer Opportunity summary in the newsletter going forward. 

Please take a look at the volunteer opportunities listed below and reach out to the APA point of 

contact for more details if you are interested in helping out.  

Thank you in advance for your participation!  

APA Volunteer Opportunities 

Opportunities APA Point of Contact 

APA Member Services 
Mailing Donor Thank You Cards 

Mailing Membership Cards and a Welcome Letters 
Clothing Store Inventory and Shipping Orders 

Sue 
(sue@azpilots.org) 

Grapevine Monthly 
Camping Weekend 

Volunteer Hosts Needed!  

Leanne 
(leanne@azpilots.org)   

April ó25 

(Apr. 11-13) 
Jim & Stella 

Airstrip Maintenance 
Volunteers Needed! 

Grapevine (88AZ) 
(General Maintenanceðwatch the APA Facebook 

page for dates) 

Mike Andresen 
(grapevine@azpilots.org) 

Red Creek 
(Fill Ruts, etc.) 

Tommy Thomason 
(redcreek@azpilots.org) 

Double Circle Ranch  
(Airstrip Shoulder Mowing - Help Needed!) 

In Work 
Thanks to Josh Leavitt  
and the Bryce Families! 
(doublecircle@azpilots.org) 

Forepaugh 
(General Strip Maintenance) 

Kit Murphy 
(forepaugh@azpilots.org) 

Golf Cart 

$800 

Set up for 12 or 24 v aircraft jump start. 

Cables included 

Batteries, 2 yrs old 

Call Tommy, 602 708-2040 

John Deer 420 A/C Tow Tractor 

$1,000 obo 

Weighted , pintle hitches, front 

and back, tow bar included. 

Call Tommy, 602 708-2040  

mailto:sue@azpilots.org
mailto:leanne@azpilots.org
mailto:grapevine@azpilots.org
mailto:redcreek@azpilots.org
mailto:doublecircle@azpilots.org
mailto:forepaugh@azpilots.org
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Stabilized Approach and Go-around 

 

The FAA and industry will conduct a public education 
campaign emphasizing the benefits of stabilized ap-
proaches for VFR and IFR operations and for making 
and acting on timely go-around decisions.  

Outreach Month:  April 2025 

Topic: Stabilized Approach and Go-around 

DOWNLOADS:    

PowerPoint Presentation Slides... 

Complex Airfield Geometry 

#7: Hold Short Lines In Unex-

pected Places: This is the last 

of seven videos in our From the 

Flight Deck - Complex Airfield 

Geometry series. Hold short 

lines may be significantly further 

away from the actual runway en-

trance than expected when op-

erating on parallel or adjacent 

taxiways. These hold short lines 

protect various imaginary safety 

surfaces.   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOJNpk7lAjo 

https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/july-2021-stabilized-approach-and-landing
https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/july-2021-stabilized-approach-and-landing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOJNpk7lAjo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOJNpk7lAjo
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Featured  

March Day Trip Recap:  

Yuma, Arizona (KNYL) 
-ÉËÅ -Ã#ÁÎÎ 
!0! $ÁÙ 4ÒÉÐ #ÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÏÒ 
 

 

Our APA Day trip to Yuma In-

ternational Airport and the Yu-

ma Landing restaurant was a 

great success.  Sunny weather 

(with cool temperatures in Yu-

ma) made for an enjoyable 

flight.     Interestingly, everyone 

who participated came from the 

various Phoenix metro airports 

(FFZ, DVT, 18AZ) with a nice 

variety of aircraft including a 

Cessna 120, a Piper M350, 

Cirrus SR22 and several RV 

aircraft. 

Our restaurant destination was 

the Yuma Landing & Grill, lo-

cated approximately 5 miles 

from the airport.  Our host 

FBO, Million Air, was extremely 

helpful, providing two crew 

vans for APA ground transpor-

tation to the restaurant. 

For those unfamiliar with this 

restaurant, its aviation history 

dates back to 1911.  It was at 

the current site of the Yuma 

Landing restaurant where the 

first airplane landed in Arizona 

(a year before Arizona officially 

became a state).            ! ÐÈÏÔÏ ÏÆ "ÏÂ &Ï×ÌÅÒȟ ÃÉÒÃÁ υύυυȟ 

 ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙ ÈÅ ÌÁÎÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ УÉÒÓÔ ÁÉÒÐÌÁÎÅ ÉÎ !ÒÉÚÏÎÁȢ 

!0! ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ -ÁÒË !ÇÁÔÅȟ +ÁÔÉÅ ,ÉÎÅÈÁÎ ÁÎÄ +ÉÍ -Ã#ÁÎÎ  

ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ υττȭÓ ÏÆ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ ÁÖÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÈÏÔÏÓ 

 ÏÎ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ 9ÕÍÁ ,ÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÒÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔ 
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The restaurant was established 

in the 1940ôs and is still owned 

by the Peach family that first 

built the restaurant. 

Our breakfast was very enjoya-

ble and we spent almost two 

hours at the restaurant enjoying 

the great food and good con-

versation.  

For those APA members partic-

ipating in the AZ Passport pro-

gram, the Yuma Landing res-

taurant has been on the list of 

ñAttractionsò, but has never offi-

cially agreed to participate in 

the program.  Previously, APA members who visited the restaurant needed to take pictures in front 

of the airport to obtain credit in the Passport program.   

9ÕÍÁ ,ÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÒÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔ Ï×ÎÅÒȟ 9ÖÏÎÎÅ 0ÅÁÃÈ ×ÉÔÈ  

!0! ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȟ 'ÒÅÇ "ÒÉÎËÅÒȟ *ÅÒÒÙ 3ÐÁÒËÓ ÁÎÄ -ÁÒË !ÇÁÔÅ 

,ÏÔÓ ÏÆ ÓÍÉÌÅÓ --- ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅ ÏÆ ÐÉÌÏÔÓ УÌÙÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÖÅ ÏÆ ÆÏÏÄȦ 
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Mʳɲʍ 

After visiting with the owner during our 

breakfast, she was 100% supportive of the 

Passport program and hung the Passport 

QR code sign on the restaurant wall while we 

were eating our breakfast. 

Just outside the restaurant, there is a statue 

of Robert (ñBobò) Hoover to commemorate 

his landing in Arizona.  It made for a great 

group picture of the APA group after we fin-

ished breakfast.  [Notice in the photo below 

the mural on the next-door building which 

also commemorates Hooverôs historic flight). 

Thanks again to everyone that participated in 

the March Day trip.  And a special thanks to 

APA member, Dan Sprague who lives in Yu-

ma and helped with our ground transporta-

tion.  

As always, feel free to contact me with any questions (daytrips@azpilots.org) and we'll look forward 

to seeing you. 

Safe flying, 

!0!ȭÓ 0ÁÓÓÐÏÒÔ 12 ÓÉÇÎ ÎÏ× ÈÁÎÇÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÌÌ ÉÎÓÉÄÅ 

 ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔ ×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÖÉÓÉÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔȢ 

3ÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ 9ÕÍÁ ÄÁÙÔÒÉÐ !0! ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÕÅ ÏÆ  

ÆÁÍÅÄ ÁÖÉÁÔÏÒ "ÏÂ (ÏÏÖÅÒ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 9ÕÍÁ ,ÁÎÄÉÎÇ 2ÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔ 

mailto:daytrips@azpilots.org
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by Chris Nugent 

 

We had another great turnout for the 2024 scholarship cycle with sixty-

three applications being submitted. Through your donations we were for-

tunate to be able to award twelve scholarships to some deserving and 

well-qualified applicants. In this monthôs Scholarship Corner, weôll intro-

duce some of our 2025 scholarship recipients. 

 

2025 Scholarship Recipients 

Matreiya Viafora ï Verde Valley School, Sedona 

I am so appreciative for this APA scholarship because now the end 

goal for my aviation career is closer in sight! Since I was five, my 

dream has been to become an airline pilot. Along the way, I would 

also like to experience being a charter pilot and a medical pilot. This 

scholarship will dramatically accelerate my goal of getting my PPL 

(hopefully this year), and all future tests and certificates by allowing 

me to get regular lessons every week or every other week. So far, 

Iôve only been able to have lessons once a month as that is what my 

mother can afford. This scholarship enables me to have more fre-

quent and consistent flight training, and for that I am thrilled! Ulti-

mately, my goal is to obtain my ATP certificate as soon as possible 

so that the way forward to an airline career is as open and as straight 

a shot ahead as possible. 

Aiden Nelson ï Chandler-Gilbert Community College ï Aviation Maintenance Technology 

Program 

I am an aspiring aviation maintenance professional with a clear 

vision for my future in the aviation industry. Currently pursuing 

Aircraft Maintenance Certifications at CGCC, my career goal is to 

become a highly skilled aircraft maintenance technician, dedicat-

ed to ensuring the safety and efficiency of aviation operations.   

This APA scholarship is crucial in helping me achieve my career 

aspirations by providing the financial support necessary to com-

plete my certifications and further my education in aviation 

maintenance. With this support, I am eager to advance my tech-

nical expertise and continue gaining valuable hands-on experi-

ence. I am committed to contributing to the aviation industry 

through innovation, safety, and excellence in aircraft mainte-

nance. 

~  APA Scholarship Program  ~ 
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Corby Running ï University of North Dakota 

My name is Corby Running, and I am honored to be a recipient of 

the Arizona Pilots Association Scholarship. I am pursuing a degree 

in Airway Science Technology with flight emphasis at Chandler-

Gilbert Community College. Growing up, I always had a passion 

for aviation and dreamed of becoming a pilot. After serving in the 

Navy, where I experienced firsthand the precision and dedication 

required in aviation, I realized that my goal is to become an airline 

pilot. I have recently obtained my instrument rating, which has 

been a significant milestone in my journey toward becoming a pro-

fessional pilot. The Arizona Pilots Association Scholarship is in-

credibly valuable to me, as it will ease the financial burden of my 

education and allow me to focus more on continuing my flight train-

ing and furthering my education. I am excited to continue pursuing 

my dreams and am deeply grateful for the Arizona Pilots Associa-

tionôs support in helping me achieve them. 

Sofia Genova ï East Valley Institute of Technology (EVIT) 

My name is Sofia Genova, and I am a senior at Red Mountain 

High School working towards earning my Private Pilot's license. I 

am honored to be the recipient of the Arizona Pilots Association 

(APA) scholarship that will help me achieve my overall goal of be-

coming a commercial airline pilot. I was introduced to aviation 

through the East Valley Institute of Technology (EVIT) when I took 

an Aviation class my junior year of high school. I discovered how 

amazing aviation is and how many opportunities it provides. 

Through EVITôs internship program, I am going to use the APA 

scholarship and train with the University of North Dakotaôs Chan-

dler Gilbert Community College flight program at the Mesa Gate-

way Airport. My main goal is to complete my Private Pilot license 

before I graduate high school in May. 

Once I complete my Private Pilot license this spring, I am going to 

attend the University of North Dakota in the fall where I will earn a bachelorôs degree in Commercial 

Aviation. There I will be able to transfer all of my credits earned at the community college and begin 

a year ahead. Then I will complete my Instrument, Commercial, Multi-engine, CFI, and CFII certifica-

tions while I finish my degree. My end goal is to work for a regional airline and then transition to a 

major airline, or start with a major airline after obtaining my ATP license. I am extremely excited 

about this opportunity and thank you so much for investing in my career and the future of aviation.  

 

More to come next month, and thank you again for your generous support in helping APA build the 

next generation of Arizona aviation professionals!  
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ISO 2-4 Place Backcountry Airplane 

Looking to buy a 2-4 place airplane 

for backcountry work. 

Call: Bob at (602) 228-9145 

Email: bob@flightskills.com  

ISO Partnership Tucson Area 

Looking for a Partnership in Columbia/

Cirrus 

Contact: Michael Hutchinson 

(831) 776-2210 

Email: hutchinson93922@gmail.com  

Sling TSI empennage kit Price: $4,400 

Contact: Brian Toncray 

Email: tonrayb@gmail.com  

Airplane Partnership  

Price:$ 40,000 
Contact: Paul Wiley 
(623) 687-0195 

 pwileyaz@cox.net  

mailto:bob@flightskills.com
mailto:hutchinson93922@gmail.com
mailto:tonrayb@gmail.com
mailto:pwileyaz@cox.net
https://azpilots.org/jcalendar/icalrepeat.detail/2025/05/03/54151/-/kayenta-airport-fly-in
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Beware Low Flying Aircraft 

"Ù !ÎÄÙ $ÕÒÂÉÎ 
 
 

Most Arizona pilots will have heard that the floors of some MOAs will be, or have been, lowered to 

the surface.  Did you know that fast jets are also operating down to the surface outside of charted 

MOAs?  I didn't until I was walking around at Buzzard Roost after landing there earlier this year. For 

those that don't know Buzzard Roost, it's a hilltop landing area about 20 NM SE of Payson that is 

enjoyed by pilots of aircraft with larger than normal tires. 

The first flight of two jets passed by maybe 500 ft AGL and a bit to the South.  I waved but saw no 

reaction.  Some time later I heard more jet engines.  This time I picked up the lead aircraft as he ap-

proached from the West close to the ridgetops. The lead then dived down to follow the West to East 

section of the road that runs from the ranch to the junction North of the landing area.  The lead 

passed by the landing area down in the valley and well below my eye level. Number two followed 

about 500 feet higher.  The pair then swept around to the southeast, mostly flying below ridge 

height. 

I didn't positively identify the aircraft, but I suspect they may have been Dornier Alpha Jets.  I en-

joyed watching them from the ground, but I probably would not have enjoyed having one above and 

one below, head on, as I turned left base. 

Lead of flight two was in the valley below the spinner of my FX-3 in this photo: 

After I had submitted the first draft of this article, I was told that Buzzard Roost is close to Military 

Training Route VR239.  I confirmed that by plotting the position of Buzzard Roost (red dot) on the 

Phoenix sectional chart. 
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    Contact: Glenn Roberts (602) 463-5528

 glennsroberts@icloud.com 

 Fly a Helicopter! Price:$ 330.00  

Fly Loops and Rolls! Price:$ 220.00 

Hangar for Rent Glendale Airport 

Contact: Michael Haubrich 

(262) 672-1956 

Email: skyboundaz@gmail.com  

Aviation Hagar 52x52 for Rent 

Price: $2,000 

Contact: Michael Mackey 

(646) 651-6275 

Email: michael@makeyev.com  

Cessna 182P SKYLANE 

Price: $144,999 

Contact: Diana Andresen 

(480) 540-7344 

Email: dmandresen23@gmail.com  

I called Flight Service to ask for information 

about VR239 activity.  It was obvious that this 

briefer was not often asked about military 

training routes, and it took him over 15 

minutes to find any information.  He reported 

that VR239 was listed as active 0600-2400 

local time Monday to Friday and also as noti-

fied by NOTAM.  He had no information on 

what specific times it would be in use and 

suggested that Albuquerque center would 

have that information.   

I plan to assume that fast jets may pass by, 

or over, Buzzard Roost at high speed and 

very low level.  The next time I head that 

way, I'll contact Albuquerque to find out if 

they are in contact with traffic using the route. 

Anˍʦ 

mailto:glennsroberts@icloud.com
mailto:skyboundaz@gmail.com
mailto:michael@makeyev.com
mailto:michael@makeyev.com
https://azpilots.org/shop-apa-clothing/classifieds/6-other/50086-rare-partnership-opportunity
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Air Traffic Control (ATC) 

Recommendations for Pilots 
"Ù 0ÁÕÌ 7ÉÌÅÙ 
 
 
 

This article is intended for pilots flying under both 

Visual Flight Rules (VFR) and Instrument Flight 

Rules (IFR).  It is intended to provide and to sum-

marize some best practices for flying within Termi-

nal Radar Approach Control (TRACON) airspace as 

recommended by air traffic controllers I have spo-

ken with (from Phoenix and SoCal approach control 

facilities) over the course of my flying career.  I 

have tried to structure the material in a sequence starting with pre-flight and ending with exiting from 

TRACON airspace. 

File a proper flight plan: If you are filing an IFR flight plan, there are two things you shouldn't do, 

especially if you are departing from a congested area: File Departure Airport direct Destination Air-

port and file via GPS waypoints. In most ways, ATC is a dinosaur regarding technology. If you don't 

file a proper flight plan, it could result in a delay in your departure and could also result in potential 

hazards. Most airports will have a SID or Obstacle Departure Procedure. Find out the preferred 

method and file it even if you are departing VFR. Be familiar with it. Some SIDs spell out your route 

entirely and some demand that you stay on a departure heading until turned by ATC. Use airways 

and VORs connected to those departures to get through TRACON airspace. ARTCC ñCentersò usu-

ally have more latitude to allow you to skip across these structures, but Approach airspace is more 

confined and congested. The departure procedures and preferred routes are there for your safety. 

Radio Etiquette: Actively listen before you transmit. One of the biggest pet peeves mentioned by 

controllers is that pilots just listen for dead air but not what is being said. If the previous transmission 

was one that required an obvious response, allow some time for the response. Just like pilots, con-

trollers can be busy during dead airtime. Keyboard 

inputs are being made, coordination accomplished, 

plans finalized, etc. It is very frustrating to ATC 

when a query is made, there is a moment of dead 

air, a squeal, and then someone injects 

"BLOCKED!" If the controller is making several 

transmissions, a request for flight following is not a 

high priority. If you're IFR and waiting to check in, I 

promise, if the controller is busy, they will reach out 

to you if you haven't had a good moment to check 

in. 

Use your call sign every transmission: Each time 
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you check in on a new frequency, the controller is required 

to identify themselves once, because they are the only con-

trol facility that should be on that frequency until they tell 

you to change to another. There will usually be several pi-

lots on a frequency and to ensure the right pilot got the right 

information, the pilot is required to identify themselves with 

EACH transmission. It may seem obvious in a conversation 

flow, but if something goes wrong, the audio playback be-

comes ambiguous on who took the instruction without it be-

ing tagged with proper aircraft identification. I've seen inad-

vertent transmissions become assumed acknowledgements for another aircraft. It may seem tedi-

ous, but there is a purpose and need behind this requirement.  

The importance of requesting flight following:  It may seem that sometimes certain controllers 

sound annoyed with flight following. Please believe they are in the minority. If you're skirting around 

BRAVO airspace, overflying airports, or in areas of known parachute activity, knowing who you are 

and what you want to do is immensely useful to the controller.  Without flight following, we don't 

know what altitude you're going to climb to, the general direction you want to go, or your intentions 

as it relates to an inbound Boeing 737, for example.  

Flight Following Format: This overlaps with radio etiquette. We understand that talking to ATC can 

seem intimidating, but remember ATC is a service for you. That said, sometimes, they are really 

busy. Once you've determined a good time to make your request, be efficient, not hurried. Most con-

trollers prefer an introductory request along the lines of: "SOCAL, N12345 REQUEST FLIGHT FOL-

LOWING." You can include your position on the initial check in. "SOCAL, N12345, TWO MILES 

SOUTHEAST VAN NUYS, REQUEST FLIGHT FOLLOWING." Once the controller notifies you that 

they are ready to receive your request, using a proper format sequence with as little extra phraseolo-

gy at a steady but not rushed pace is most appreciated. Controllers prefer the aircraft identifier over 

the name of the aircraft, as some aircraft have different identifiers but similar names. Equipment suf-

fixes are unnecessary for flight following. And please, in the name of all that is Holy, do not spell out 

an airport with a "KILO" before the three-letter identifier! We already assume you are filing for a des-

tination in the United States. It is unnecessary and actually causes confusion. If the airport is in the 

local area of the TRACON, you can assume we don't need it spelled out unless it uses a Letter-

Number combination. If it is an airport outside the local area, then stating the airport name followed 

by the three-letter identifier can be helpful. Remember to always state your call sign with each trans-

mission. What is "extra phraseology"? Prepositions, 

pronouns and in some cases, conjunctions. Starting 

your transmission with "We are..." or "This is..." is 

unnecessary. The more you sound like a robot, the 

better. I'm sure if we met in person, we could have 

some great conversations and get to know you in 

time, but on the frequency, it should be: "SOCAL, 

NOVEMBER 12345  A CESSNA ONE EIGHTY-

TWO, (position if not stated previously), LEAVING 

TWO THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED FOR EIGHT 

THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED, REQUEST FLIGHT 

One of the biggest pet peeves 

mentioned by controllers is 

that pilots just listen for dead 

air but not what is being said.
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FOLLOWING TO DEER VALLEY AIRPORT, DEL-

TA VICTOR TANGO. This information gives the 

controller the WHO, WHERE, WHAT and HOW to 

complete your request. 

Importance of Hearback/Readback: This is anoth-

er "active listening" skill. It is in your best interest as 

a pilot if you don't answer ATC transmissions with 

"N12345, ROGER." You just let the controller off the 

hook for ensuring you copied everything correctly. 

Reading back your instructions reinforces the in-

struction in your mind and requires the controller to 

ensure you heard the instructions correctly. Don't truncate an instruction to fly heading 230  and de-

scend to 5000 with: "HEADING TWO THREE ZERO AND DOWN TO FIVE, NOVEMBER 12345". I 

get we do it all the time, both controllers and pilots. Errors usually happen because of shortcuts tak-

en with phraseology, practice reading back instructions with your call sign. "TURNING RIGHT 

HEADING TWO THREE ZERO, DESCEND AND MAINTAIN FIVE THOUSAND, NOVEMBER 

12345". 

Understanding IFR and VFR Separation Standards: In the TRACON environment, standard sepa-

ration between IFR aircraft is 3 miles laterally (5 miles in Center airspace) and a thousand feet verti-

cally. VFR to IFR aircraft is 500ft and what is known as "green between," an old radar term, that ba-

sically means "physically separated" in a lateral sense. Of course, there are a multitude of additions 

and variations for degrees divergence, visual separation, CLASS BRAVO, etc. What I want to focus 

on here, though, is the proliferation of TCAS-RA in the TRACON environment. If you are in this area, 

it is highly likely that you may come close to large commercial and jet aircraft either climbing or de-

scending. Almost all of these large jet aircraft have TCAS (Traffic Alert and Collision Avoidance Sys-

tem) equipment on them. The sensitivity of TCAS equipment often extends past the normal  IFR to 

VFR separation standards of 500ft for ATC which will result in a RA (Resolution Advisory) for the 

commercial or jet aircraft. Most controllers will actually stop IFR traffic from VFR traffic by 1000ft in 

order to avoid the RA. Sometimes, the 500ft cannot be increased due to other traffic or terrain. The 

controller should be calling traffic to each of you. Call this traffic in sight as soon as practical and en-

sure your altitude is at a proper VFR cruising altitude or as assigned by ATC. If you are encountering 

turbulence that might push your aircraft towards the other, let ATC know. If you are not getting flight 

following, try to give those aircraft a wide berth. Air-

craft on final are in a very sensitive phase of flight. 

A TCAS-RA may cause the arriving aircraft to abort 

the whole approach if given a climb advisory. If you 

are operating in an area near airport final approach-

es, use extra care to try and avoid the extended 

centerlines for the runway paths of said airports.   

Don't assume the controller is aware: In ATC, we 

do our best to ensure everything is properly ac-

counted for, but just like you, we are human. Do not 

be lulled into a false sense of security that just be-

cause the controller isn't talking to you, your aircraft 
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Got interesting aviation videos 

that you wish to share? 

Please share only your own vide-

os, keep them related to an avia-

tion topic of some kind, and 

please keep them to no more 

than 5-6 minutes long. A short 

paragraph of explanation would 

be great, but not necessary. 

rick@azpilots.org 

ISO Cirrus for Rent 

Contact: Kay 

(602) 820-6286  

Email: kacorbin 

@post.harvard.edu 

Eliminate Batteries in ANR Headset 

Price: $35.00 

Jake McKernan 

Email: jake,mckernan@cox.com  

CFII Accepting New Students 

Contact: Patrick Williams 

(480) 737-5999 

Email: pwilliamsaz@gmail.com  

DAR-T Available for Field         

Approvals, Ferry Permits, & More 

Contact: Steve Huff 

Email: learaviator@yahoo.com  

Prop Bulkhead 

Price:$ 12,345 

Contact: Mark Helley 

azhelleys@gmail.com  

Pˉ˃ʕ 

is 100% safe. Controllers operate in a duty priority. IFR 

aircraft have a higher duty priority than VFR aircraft. The 

controller may be busy doing one thing when a primary 

target that just popped up on radar is now in your vicinity 

and the controller's scan hasn't come back around to 

your aircraft yet!  Be vigilant! Flight following is a great 

tool for both you and the controller, but it is not a fail-

safe, and you are the one up in the air! Keeping an ac-

tive scan is as important for the pilot as the controller. If 

something doesn't look right to you, ensure your safety 

and ask the controller for confirmation. If traffic is called 

and you notice two targets, get verification if you need it and/or report the additional aircraft you see. 

The National Airspace System works best when there is a good working partnership between con-

trollers and pilots. We both have to remember we are doing our best to ensure the safety of every-

one participating. 

Conclusion:  In light of the recent tragic and fatal mid-air collision in Washington DC many of these 

comments are particularly timely and relevant.  While the comments in this article are provided by 

real air traffic controllers, I take full and sole responsibility for their accuracy.   

Reading back your instructions 

reinforces the instruction in your 

mind and requires the controller 

to ensure you heard the instruc-

tions correctly.

mailto:rick@azpilots.org
mailto:kacorbin@post.harvard.edu
mailto:kacorbin@post.harvard.edu
mailto:jake.mckernan@cox.net
mailto:pwilliamsaz@gmail.com
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com
mailto:azhelleys@gmail.com
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Short Final  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !t!Φ 

By Howard Deevers 

 

 
In 1960 there was a Movie called THE CROWDED SKY, packed with 

well-known actors of that time. The film had very few flying scenes, and 

it was mostly a ñsoap operaò about the characters the actors portrayed. 

Being interested in aviation, though, I did see the film. Even though I 

had no ratings or training at the time, I knew enough to understand that 

this was just a drama with very little realism. In 1960 there were fewer 

airplanes in the sky than there are today, and modern Air Traffic Control 

was just evolving. In the story, a Navy jet collides with a passenger air-

liner. 

In real life, two airliners did collide over the Grand Canyon in June of 1956. A TWA Super Constella-

tion and a United DC7 collided, destroying both airplanes and killing 128 people: the very first airline 

crash to claim over 100 people. Both planes had departed from Los Angeles and were enroute to 

New York. Air Traffic Control of the time consisted more about position reports than radar contacts. 

That shocking event caused a demand from the public that led to total radar control across the coun-

try. Radar was available in use at major hubs, but did not display the enroute parts of the country. 

GPS did not exist, and ADS-B was not even in the thought process at that time.  

From 1956 on, any aircraft collision reported on the news ended with the reporters saying, ñIt's a 

crowded sky,ò before the end of the broadcast. You may still hear that on the news today, but with a 

bit more justification than in 1956-60. When I started flying lessons, I asked my instructor about ñThe 

Crowded Sky.ò His response was: ñIf you think there is a crowded sky, step out into your back yard 

and look up. Unless you live very near a busy airport, you will not see airplanes like you do cars on 

the road in front of your house. ñ 

This year has had some shocking aviation acci-

dents. The collision between a military helicopter 

and an airliner on final at Washington DC gave me a 

flash backs to the 1960 movie referred to above. 

Then two training airplanes collided at Marana Air-

port, and that made news all over the country. 

Washington DC has the most controlled airspace in 

the country. Marana has no control tower, but com-

munications are over a CTAF and planes are re-

sponsible for separating themselves. As we have 

seen, things can go wrong in either case. So, is it a 

crowded sky?  

The Crowded Sky 
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In the case of the TWA-United collision over the Grand Canyon, 

one of the planes was making a slow circle over the Canyon so 

that passengers could see the Canyon from the air. There were 

only two airplanes in that area, and they collided. Can you even 

imagine an airliner with passengers making a site-seeing circle 

today? Not likely. There is no doubt that Radar, GPS, ADS-B, 

and traffic warning (TCAS) systems have made both cross 

country and approach to landing accidents less likely. In Class 

A airspace (18000 to 60000 feet) all aircraft are required to be 

in positive ATC control. 

We also have the Aviation Safety Reporting System, called the NASA Report. The local news report-

ed that there were 7 near misses at Marana reported by the NASA reports since 2017. When I heard 

that I thought that the 7 were only those that were reported. There were probably more that were 

never reported. Not all pilots know about the NASA report or pay any attention to it. If you think that 

IT'S A CROWDED SKY, then you should be filing NASA reports on every incident. It is free, and your 

personal information will never be revealed, and we can all learn from it.  

There is other technology we can use as well as GPS. Flight tracking can be nice to have if I want to 

know where the flight my family is coming into Tucson is located at any given moment. A local 

weather forecaster in Pittsburgh was fond of flashing a picture of the lower 48 states covered with 

little airplanes and telling us there are XXXX number of airplanes in the sky at that moment. If you 

looked at that flat map, it looked like the sky was packed and no more airplanes could get into the 

sky. But if you stepped outside and looked up, you had to wonder, where are all of those airplanes? 

TIF ADS-B in, displayed on my iPad in my lap while I am flying, displays airplanes in a little triangle 

form with altitude next to it. I am not concerned about those that are flying right over me at 25000 

feet or higher above me. I am happy to know about those that are at my altitude, and less than 2 

miles from me, even if I never spot them. Does 2 miles sound like a ñCrowded Sky?ò It could be if 

you are both planning to do the same thing at the same time.  

With all the technology that we have, there is still one flight rule that has never changed: the Pilot in 

Command has the responsibility to See and Avoid other traffic. And another rule of Physics that I 

learned in High School is ñTwo bodies cannot occupy the same spot at the same time.ò When you 

get to that stage in flight, then it IS a crowded sky.  

To learn more about aviation safety come to a Safe-

ty Seminar sponsored by your ARIZONA PILOTS 

ASSOCIATION and the FAASTeam. Check the web-

site for the location and times of a seminar near 

you. And ñDon't forget to bring your wingman.ò 

H˛wˉrʋ 

The Pilot in Command has 

the responsibility to See 

and Avoid other traffic.
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March 2025 Aviation 

Accident & Incident Summary 
by Jim Timm 

 
 

The following are the reports of aviation accidents and incidents that have occurred in Arizona from 

mid-February through mid-March. We hope to use the following detailed accident/incident infor-

mation to develop safety programs, briefings, and posters/flyers that would help pilots learn from the 

mistakes being made by others and be able to take the necessary action to prevent them from hav-

ing similar occurrences. 

The Accident/Incident report is a bit shorter than last time, and the number of FAA reported incidents 

comprises about half of the report. You may note that there are a couple of incidents reported that 

were late in getting into the FAA after they had started their report. Even with these two tardy inci-

dents included, this report is still relatively short. 

In continuing with the expanded scope of the report, weôre using information from the Aviation Safety 

Network (ASN), FAA, NTSB, and APA Members. This more inclusive information source should suit 

our purpose of trying to get an idea of what is happening out there so we can help make flying safer. 

In the meantime, here are the results from the above sources.  

Date: February 9, 2025  

Source: FAA Incident 

Location: Glendale (GEU) 

Type: Mooney M-20F 

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

Private Pilot 

LANDING GEAR COLLAPSE 

The left main gear collapsed as the airplane was 

taxing out for takeoff. The damage was minor. 

 

Date: February 13, 2025 

Source: FAA Incident 

Location: Marana (AVQ) 

Type: Cirrus SR20 

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

Comm/CFI Pilot 

FLIGHT CONTROL DISCONNECTED 

While in the pattern at Marana the left hand con-

trol became disconnected from the ailerons. The 

control on the right side remained connected, 

and the aircraft was able to return to Mesa Fal-

con Field (FFZ) without further incident. 

Date: February 14, 2025 

Source: FAA Incident 

Location: Tucson Ryan Field (RYN) 

Type: Bakeng Duce (Experimental) 

Injuries: 1 Uninjured 

Comm/CFI Pilot 

ENGINE FAILURE 

The aircraft departed and immediately declared 

an emergency because of an engine failure. He 

landed on a taxiway without further incident. 

 

Date: February 16, 2025 

Source: FAA Incident 

Location: Eloy (E60) 

Type: Sky Diver 

Injuries: 1 Fatality 

Pilot Certification Not Required 

PARACHUTE FAILURE 

The sky diver exited the airplane, and his para-

chute failed to open. There was no damage to 

the airplane. 
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A Few Words About Safety 
Denny Granquist 

 

ñSafety is a way of life, not something you practice only when flying.ò 
 
 

ñSounds and feel are more important than numbers.ò  

February 20, 2025 

Source: ASN, NTSB 

Location: Cottonwood (P52) 

Type: Cessna 172S Skyhawk 

Injuries: 2 Uninjured 

Pilot Certification Unknown 

AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT 

The aircraft departed Prescott and was reported 

to have been involved in an accident at Cotton-

wood, and the damage was reported to be sub-

stantial. No accident details were available. 

 

Date: February 25, 2025 

Source: FAA Incident  

Location: Gila Bend 

Type: Cessna 172 

Injuries: 1 Uninjured 

Private Pilot 

LOSS OF CONTROL LANDING 

The pilot reported blowing out a tire on landing 

and ran off the runway. There was no reported 

damage to the airplane or airport property. 

 

Date: February 27, 2025 

Source: FAA Incident 

Location: Mesa Gateway Airport (IWA) 

Type: Cessna 170 

Injuries:1 Uninjured 

ATP/CFI Pilot 

TAXIED OFF PAVED SURFACE 

The pilot landed and taxied off the paved sur-

face and into the mud. There was no damage to 

the aircraft or airport property. 

 

Date: March 1, 2025 

Source: FAA Incident 

Location: Tucson International Airport (TUS) 

Type: Mooney M-20J 

Injuries: 1 Uninjured 

Private Pilot 

LOSS OF CONTROL LANDING 

Upon landing the airplane went off the runway 

and into the dirt, possibly due to a flat tire. There 

was no damage to the aircraft or airport proper-

ty. 

 

Date: March 19, 2025 

Source: ASN 

Location: Near Winslow 

Type: Piper PA-28-180 

Injuries: 1 Uninjured 

Pilot Certification Unknown 

INFLIGHT POWER LOSS 

The airplane departed Flagstaff, and near Wins-

low the Piper experienced a loss of engine pow-

er and a subsequent forced landing to open field 

terrain. The airplane sustained unknown dam-

age, but post-incident photos show the engine 

and windshield covered with oil.  
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February-March Pilot Deviations 
by Jim Timm 

 

 

These pilot deviations need to be examined to determine if a common thread exists that we should 

address to help reduce the number of deviations that continue to occur, and thus enhance aviation 

safety. 

In the reporting period from February 14, 2025, through March 13, 2025, there were twenty-one pilot 

deviations reported by the FAA SDL FSDO. These deviations were committed by pilots with certifi-

cates ranging from Private Pilot through ATP/CFI Pilot. There were nine out of state Pilots that com-

mitted these deviations, and one foreign pilot. Of the twenty-one deviations reported, there were only 

two Brashers issued for IFR flights.  

Note: A controller will issue a Brasher notification to a pilot when further FAA action will be taken, 

and the controller is thus giving the airman the opportunity to make note of the occurrence, collect 

information, and their thoughts for their future interaction with FAA Flight Standards. 

The number of deviations was down slightly from last month, and werenôt as serious as past years 

because there was a need to issue only two Brashers, and these were for IFR deviations. Obviously, 

pilots still donôt get the message to be more careful in their flying. Perhaps some of these deviations 

could be attributed to the ñsnow birdsò that have returned because of the rather large number of out 

of state airplanes that were involved in some of the deviations. Many of these pilots may not be ac-

customed to flying in some of the complex/crowded airspace that we contend with in Arizona. 

I would certainly like to think that the information that we have presented has been valuable to a ma-

jority of the pilots out there and has made them safer pilots.  

Moving on, pilots must listen carefully to ATC instructions and comply with them, and if they canôt 

comply, tell ATC why they canôt. Also, when flying in controlled airspace, pilots should never do 

something on their own, but always talk to ATC before they do anything that may differ from the in-

structions given. Pilots must always be aware of what type of airspace they are flying in or may be 

about to enter, and know what may be expected of them. Always fly with care and forethought, donôt 

be part of the problem. 

The details of the deviations this month are as follows:  

IFR DEVIATIONS (6) 

 

2/27 Standard Instrument Departure Deviation 

(SID)  

 Private Pilot  

 Out Of Iowa  

 Phoenix TRACON (P50) 

The deviation was reported by the Phoenix TRA-

CON when the Piaggio Avanti didnôt fly the 

SACAT 3 SID as published. 

3/1 SID Deviation  

 Unknown Pilot Certification  

 Out Of North Dakota  

 Phoenix TRACON (P50)  

The deviation was reported by the Phoenix TRA-

CON when the Citation didnôt fly the SACAT 3 

SID as published. 

  

3/1 SID Deviation Unknown 

 Pilot Certification 

 Out Of New Mexico 
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 Phoenix TRACON (P50) 

The pilot deviation was reported by the Phoenix 

TRACON when the Bonanza didnôt fly the DVT 3 

out of Phoenix Deer Valley (DVT) as published. 

 

3/3 Altitude Deviation 

 Comm/CFI Pilot 

 Albuquerque Center (ZAB) 

The Cessna 172 was level at 7,000ft, and radar 

data for the aircraft showed they went from 

7,000ft to 6,700ft and then back to 7,000ft. 

Shortly after they had descended to 6,500ft, they 

advised the Albuquerque controller they were 

doing a quick descent to 6,500ft to avoid icing. 

The controller stated they are on an IFR clear-

ance so maintain 6,000ft and advise if you need 

any assistance. They were issued a Brasher. 

 

3/5 SID Deviation 

 Commercial Pilot 

 Out Of Missouri 

 Phoenix TRACON (P50) 

The pilot deviation was reported by the Phoenix 

TRACON when the Socata TBM didnôt fly the 

DVT3 Departure out of Phoenix Deer Valley Air-

port (DVT) as published. 

 

3/9 FAA Part 135 Flight Plan Deviation 

 Unknown Pilot Certification 

 Springerville Airport (JTC) 

The pilot deviation was reported by Albuquerque 

Center when the fire fighting jet aircraft failed to 

cancel their IFR Flight Plan resulting in an Alert 

Notice being issued. A Brasher notice was is-

sued. 

 

CLASS BRAVO AIRSPACE DEVIATIONS (2) 

 

2/22 Entering Class Bravo Airspace Without 

First Having Authorization 

 Private Pilot 

 Phoenix TRACON (P50) 

The pilot deviation was reported by the Phoenix 

Tracon when the Cherokee entered the Phoenix 

Class Bravo airspace without first obtaining au-

thorization. 

 

2/22 Entering Class Bravo Airspace Without 

First Having Authorization 

 Private Pilot Out Of Indiana 

 Phoenix TRACON (P50) 

The pilot deviation was reported by the Phoenix 

Tracon when the Cessna entered the Phoenix 

Class Bravo airspace without first obtaining au-

thorization. 

 

CLASS DELTA AIRSPACE DEVIATIONS (2) 

 

2/26 Entering Class Delta Airspace Without 

First Establishing Two-Way Radio Com-

munication 

 Commercial Pilot Out Of Montana 

 Prescott Airport (PRC) 

The deviation was reported by Prescott when 

the Light Sport Savanna entered the Prescott 

Class Delta Airspace without first establishing 

radio communications. 

 

3/8 Entering Class Delta Airspace Without 

First Establishing Two-Way Radio Com-

munication 

 Commercial Pilot Out Of California 

 Phoenix Deer Valley (DVT) 

The pilot deviation was reported by Deer Valley 

when the Piper Lance entered the Deer Valley 

Class Delta Airspace without first establishing 

two-way radio communications. 

 

RUNWAY INCURSIONS (6) 

 

2/7 Entering A Runway Without Authorization 

 Unknown Pilot Certification  

 Out Of Mexico  

 Tucson International Airport (TUS) 

The pilot deviation was reported by Tucson In-

ternational when the Cessna touched down on 
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the runway without ATC authorization. 

 

2/7 Entering A Runway Without Authorization  

 Commercial/CFI Pilot  

 Glendale Airport (GEU) 

The pilot deviation was reported by Glendale 

ATC when the Pipistrel taxied onto the runway 

without ATC authorization. 

 

2/12 Entering A Runway Without Authorization 

 Comm/CFI Pilot 

 Mesa Gateway Airport (IWA) 

The pilot deviation was reported by the Gateway 

ATC when the Cherokee crossed the hold short 

line of the runway without ATC authorization. 

 

2/21 Entering A Runway Without Authorization  

 Comm/CFI Pilot  

 Mesa Gateway Airport (IWA) 

The pilot deviation was reported by the Gateway 

ATC when the Cessna entered the runway with-

out ATC authorization. 

 

2/24 Entering A Runway Without Authorization  

 ATP/CFI Pilot 

 Mesa Gateway Airport (IWA) 

The pilot deviation was reported by the Gateway 

ATC when the Marchetti Jet entered the runway 

without ATC authorization. 

 

3/2 Entering A Runway Without Authorization 

 Private Pilot 

 Mesa Gateway Airport (IWA) 

The pilot deviation was reported by the Gateway 

ATC when the Cessna entered the runway with-

out ATC authorization. 

 

FAILURE TO FOLLOW ATC INSTRUCTIONS 

(3)  

 

2/7 Not Complying With ATC Instructions 

 ATP/CFI Pilot 

 Mesa Falcon Field (FFZ) 

The pilot deviation was reported when the 

Lancair was instructed to fly straight out, but 

turned on course without ATC authorization. 

 

2/22 Not Complying With ATC Instructions 

 Commercial Pilot 

 Phoenix Deer Valley (DVT) 

The pilot deviation was reported by DVT when 

the Cessna didnôt follow ATC instructions to join 

the final. 

 

3/5 Not Complying With ATC Instructions 

 Private Pilot 

 Out Of California 

 Mesa Falcon Field (FFZ) 

The pilot deviation was reported by FFZ when 

the Beech King Air overshot the extended run-

way centerline during his turn inbound and con-

flicted with a Cessna on final on an adjacent run-

way. 

 

SURFACE INCIDENT DEVIATIONS (2) 

 

2/10 Taxiing On A Taxiway Without Authoriza-

tion 

 Comm/CFI Pilot 

 Mesa Gateway Airport (IWA) 

The pilot deviation was reported by IWA when 

the Cherokee entered a closed portion of the 

taxiway without ATC authorization. 

 

3/5 Taxiing On A Taxiway Without Authoriza-

tion 

 Private Pilot 

 Out of Idaho 

 Tucson International (TUS) 

The Pilot deviation was reported by TUS when 

the Cessna taxied onto a taxiway without ATC 

authorization.  
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Redbird LD Flight Simulator 

Rental at Chandler Air Service 

Price: $70.00  

Call: (480) 093-6420  

Email: fly@aerobatics.com 

Amazing Fixed-Base 

Simulator for Rental 

Price:$ 70 

Contact: Randy Brooks 

(480) 466-5908 

randall.brooks@apstrainbing.com  

Donôt come to a safety program by 
yourself, but donôt just bring your 
old buddy who always comes with 
you. Bring someone new, and get 
your BFF to also bring someone 

new.  
We need you to help us expand our 
audience, to expand our reach, and 
to expand that ocean of faces. 

 
Statistics show that the folks hav-
ing accidents are the ones who 
donôt participate in the WINGS or 
safety programs, so help us reach 
out to those folks and pull them in. 

 

We never complain when a 
program runs out of chairs!!! 

NEAR MIDAIR COLLISIONS (NMACôs) 
by Jim Timm 

 
 

We had two Near Mid Air Collision incidents reported during the period from February 14, 2025 

through March 13, 2025. 

DATE: February 16, 2025 

LOCATION: Mesa Falcon Field (FFZ) 

A NMAC was reported when a Pilatus was on a 

final for RWY 4R at FFZ, and a Cessna was on 

base to land on the parallel RWY 4L, but flew 

through the final to 4L, and came within 0.11 mi, 

and 100 ft vertical of the Pilatus. 

DATE: February 24, 2025 

LOCATION: Chandler Airport (CHD) 

A Cessna 172 reported a Drone off their right 

side as they turned base for RWY 22R at CHD. 

No evasive maneuvers were required, and the 

closest proximity was estimated to be 15 feet. 

mailto:fly@aerobatics.com
mailto:randall.brooks@apstrainbing.com
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Mark, Stefanie, & the BLM DC TEAM in Phoenix 

!Lwt!wY b!a9 κ /hb¢!/¢ /L¢¸ IƻƳŜǎ κ ǎƛǘŜǎ w9![¢hw 

.ƛƎ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ tǊŜǎŎƻǧ мн   

   aƎǊΥ tŜǘŜǊ IŀǊǘƳŀƴ όфнуύ снс-тнлт       

/ŀǎǘƭŜ ²Ŝƭƭ aƻǊǊƛǎǘƻǿƴ уκмм  
    aƎǊΥ DŜǊŀƭŘ 5ŀCƻŜ  όумлύ рмс-фмнн      

9ŀƎƭŜ wƻƻǎǘ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ  !Ǝǳƛƭŀ ур κ ммр όр ŀŎǊŜ ƭƻǘǎύ  
   aƎǊΥ WƻƘƴ DǊŜƛǎǎƛƴƎ  όфнуύ сур-опоо       

CƭȅƛƴƎ 5ƛŀƳƻƴŘ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ  ¢ǳŎǎƻƴ нлκфт   

   .ƛƭƭ DǊŀƘƴ  όрнлύ умн-млур       

CƭȅƛƴƎ W wŀƴŎƘ  tƛƳŀ нκ ну   

   aƎǊΥ IƻǿŀǊŘ WŜƴƪƛƴǎ  όфнуύ пур-фнлм       

IŀƴƎŀǊ IŀŎƛŜƴŘŀǎ  [ŀǾŜŜƴ оф ƭƻǘǎ ǿκǎŜǇ ǘŀȄƛ ǿŀȅǎ  
   aƎǊΥ  {Ŏƻǧ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ όслнύ онл-ноун      

IƛƎƘ aŜǎŀ !ƛǊ tŀǊƪ  {ŀũƻǊŘ κмф όнΦр ŀŎǊŜ ƭƻǘǎύ   

   aƎǊΥ tƘƛƭ 5ƛ.ŀǊǘƻƭŀ фну-пну-сумм       

LƴŘŜ aƻǘƻǊǎǇƻǊǘǎ wŀƴŎƘ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ ²ƛƭŎƻȄ пκф όм ŀŎǊŜ ƭƻǘǎύ ƻƴ   

   aƎǊΥ .ǊƛǘƴŜȅ YƛǊƪ όрнлύ оуп-лтфс   млл ŀŎǊŜǎ ǿκǊŀŎŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ   

LƴŘƛŀƴ Iƛƭƭǎ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ  {ŀƭƻƳŜ тр  
   aƎǊΥ DŜǊǊȅ .ǊŜŜȅŜŀǊ όфнуύ фмс-лслу      

[ŀ /Ƙƻƭƭŀ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ hǊƻ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ мнн   

   aƎǊΥ [ŀǊǊȅ bŜǿƳŀƴ όрнлύ нфт-улфс       

aƻƎƻƭƭƻƴ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ  hǾŜǊƎŀŀǊŘ сл   

  aƎǊΥ {ƘŜǊǊȅ ŀŘƳƛƴϪƳƻƎƻƭƭƻƴŀƛǊǇŀǊƪΦŎƻƳ       

aƻƴǘŜȊǳƳŀ IŜƛƎƘǘǎ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ  /ŀƳǇ ±ŜǊŘŜ поκпп   

   5ǊΦ 5ŀƴŀ aȅŀǧ όслнύ ууу-мнут       

aƻǊŜǘƻƴ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ  ²ƛŎƪŜƴōǳǊƎ н  
   aƎǊΥ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ YǊƻǇǇ όслнύ омр-лоно      

tŀȅǎƻƴ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ  tŀȅǎƻƴ плҌ  

   /ƻƻǊŘΥ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ 5ǳŜƪŜǊ όфнуύ птн-птпу      

tŜƎŀǎǳǎ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ  vǳŜŜƴ /ǊŜŜƪ мрκпл 9Ǌƛƪ aŎ/ƻǊƳƛŎƪ - /ƘƻƛŎŜ hƴŜ tǊƻǇŜǊǝŜǎ 

   ƘǧǇǎΥκκŀȊǇŜƎŀǎǳǎŀƛǊǇŀǊƪΦŎƻƳκ     пул ууу соул  9ǊƛƪϪtƛƭƻǘŜȄǇŜŘƛǝƻƴǎΦŎƻƳ 

tƛƭƻǘϥǎ wŜǎǘ !ƛǊǎǘǊƛǇ tŀǳƭŘŜƴ пκнр   

   wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΥ /ŀǊƻƭ ссм-тоо-ннпт       

wǳōȅ {ǘŀǊ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ  DǊŜŜƴ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ мо κ тп   

   aƎǊΥ ²ŜƴŘȅ aŀƎǊŀǎ όрнлύ птт-мроп       

±ŀƭƭŜȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀƎƭŜ ό{ŀƳǇƭŜȅΩǎύ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ !Ǝǳƛƭŀ ол  
   aƎǊΥ WŜǊǊȅ ²ƛǘǎƪŜƴ όфнуύ сур-пурф      

{ƪȅǊŀƴŎƘ ŀǘ /ŀǊŜŦǊŜŜ  /ŀǊŜŦǊŜŜ нл 9Ǌƛƪ aŎ/ƻǊƳƛŎƪ - /ƘƻƛŎŜ hƴŜ tǊƻǇŜǊǝŜǎ 

   aƎǊΥ ¢ƻƳƳȅ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎƻƴ όпулύ пуу-ортм     пул ууу соул  9ǊƛƪϪtƛƭƻǘŜȄǇŜŘƛǝƻƴǎΦŎƻƳ 

{ǘŜƭƭŀǊ !ƛǊ tŀǊƪ  /ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊ фрκмлр 9Ǌƛƪ aŎ/ƻǊƳƛŎƪ - /ƘƻƛŎŜ hƴŜ tǊƻǇŜǊǝŜǎ 

   aƎǊΥ {w¦!Σ LƴŎΦ όпулύ нфр-нсуо     пул ууу соул  9ǊƛƪϪtƛƭƻǘŜȄǇŜŘƛǝƻƴǎΦŎƻƳ 

{ǳƴ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ  CƻǊǘ aƻƘŀǾŜ ррκмлт   

   aƎǊΥ WƛƳ [ŀƳōŜǊǘ όфнуύ тсу-рлфс       

¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ wƛŘƎŜ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ aƻǊǊƛǎǘƻǿƴ фκмп όƻƴ мсл ŀŎǊŜǎύ /ƛƴŘȅ 9ǎǘŜǊƭȅ - tǊŜǎǝƎŜ wŜŀƭǘȅ 

   WƻƘƴ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ ƧŀƴŘŜǊǎƻƴтнƧϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ     сно нмт тттн  ŎƛƴŘȅaŀǊƪŜǘǎ!½ϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  

¢ǊƛŀƴƎƭŜ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ ²ƘƛǘŜ Iƛƭƭǎ ммр ŀŎǊŜǎ   

   aƎǊΥ ²ŀƭǘ {ǘƻǳǘ όтлнύ нлн-фурм        

¢ǿƛƴ Iŀǿƪǎ  aŀǊŀƴŀ нκпл όп ŀŎǊŜ ƭƻǘǎύ   

   aƎǊΥ ¢ƛƳ .ƭƻǿŜǊǎ όрнлύ опф-тстт   ƻƴ мрр ŀŎǊŜǎ   

²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ {ƪȅ {ŀƭƻƳŜ ŀƭƭ нлл ŀŎǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜ  
   aƎǊΥ .ƛƭƭ aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘ όслнύ улф-пллу      

²ƘŜǘǎǘƻƴŜ !ƛǊǇŀǊƪ  ²ƘŜǘǎǘƻƴŜ р κ мн   

   aƎǊΥ .Ǌƛŀƴ ¦ƭƳŜǊ όрнлύ прс-лпуо       




