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Presidentôs Report  

Welcome to the November 2025 APA Newsletter! 

The flying season has finally arrived in Arizona, the weather has been 

awesome, and I know a lot of folks are getting their airplanes out of the 

hangar to enjoy it. We had our first Grapevine Camping weekend last 

month and everyone had great time as always. We are planning to do 

something a little different for the November Grapevine Camping Week-

end and combine a Day Trip and Camping Weekend. Grapevine (88AZ) 

is a beautiful location with a well-maintained paved runway (3,800ô X 

40ô) so this is a fantastic opportunity to get our membership together. If 

you havenôt had the opportunity to fly into Grapevine, you can download 

the pilots notes and safety brochure for 88AZ from our website. 

Mike McCann, Day Trip Coordinator, and Leanne Tawoda, Grapevine 

Event Coordinator, put their heads together and developed a great plan 

for the combined event. Since the Day Trip folks usually get an early start, Leanne has put together 

a volunteer group to provide breakfast. Because ramp space is tight at Grapevine, slots will be lim-

ited, and an RSVP will be required for both the Day Trip and Camping Weekend. Look for more de-

tails in the event email from Mike and Leanne and on the APA Facebook page. As this edition of the 

newsletter goes to print, the original November 14 ï 16 dates may be pushed to the following week-

end, November 21 ï 23 based on weather. Keep an eye on your email and the AZ Pilots Facebook 

page for more information. 

On a related note, APA has recently completed an update to our Liability Waiver so we will be ask-

ing everyone to complete this document and have it on file for all future events. For your conven-

ience, a link will be provided in the event announcements so that you can complete it online. 

Finally, I wanted to provide you with an update on Scholarship Program applications for 2025. The 

application window closed on 31 October with forty-four applications submitted. Based on initial re-

view, we had a good cross-section of applicants pursuing careers in aviation maintenance, air traffic 

control and as professional aviators. The Scholarship Committee will be working hard over the next 

month to review and rank the applications, and we will keep you posted on our progress! 

Thank you for supporting APAôs mission through 

your membership and please feel free to reach out 

to me at chris@azpilots.org if you have any com-

ments, concerns or questions. 

Fly Safe, 

C˓ˠiʟ 

https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/backcountry-airstrips
mailto:chris@azpilots.org
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Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð November 2025 

 
 
The Saturday morning fights have been outstanding with the 

cooler temperatures that have been encountered. In fact, gener-

ally it hasnôt been too bad for the entire day. I donôt think Iôve 

been flying at a lower AGL lately, but I have noticed a slight up 

tick in the number of insects Iôve accumulated on the windshield 

and wings. I guess I shouldnôt complain because in some parts 

of the country this is a continuing issue. Itôs a real relief that fi-

nally we are getting into the enjoyable part of the year when we 

can go outside without being cooked alive. With that good 

news, letôs go flying! 

As we move along, a lot has been happening in the aviation community. We now have the U.S. Air 

Force proposal behind us for the moment that would change the size of a MOA, severely lower the 

floors of MOAôs, lower the altitude for supersonic flight, etc. It seems that all which was being pro-

posed would be a detriment to general aviation activity, and safety. Comments were solicited from 

the aviation community, and now we will have to wait to see what they have decided. Comments 

were also solicited regarding the FAA/ADOT Part 108 Notice of Rule Making for the operation of 

drones beyond visual line of sight. I hope everyone took the opportunity to send in comments on 

both subjects. Even though the APA issued a response to these items, it was important that indi-

viduals respond also because the number of responses they receive is important. 

An important item that we are waiting on is the bill before our legislators in Washington dealing 

with the commercial use of ADS-B information that many of us transmit. APA is preparing to have a 

similar bill introduced in the Arizona legislator next year. Now is the time for you to contact your 

legislator in Washington to support this bill when it comes up for a vote. 

On the positive side, the MOSIAC rule for sport pilots has taken effect. This will open the Sport Pi-

lot to a much wider range of aircraft. Next year at this time we should also be seeing many new 

light sport airplanes from Europe to select from. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

 

FAA 

Except for the Part 108 Notice of Proposed Rule 

Making discussed above, the FAA has been rela-

tively quiet regarding regulations that would impact 

our flying. We now have the MOSIAC proposal 

which has been partially released, and it will have a 

major impact on the sport pilot community as it will 
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drastically change the type of airplane they can fly. 

We also hope you got your comments in to the FAA 

regarding the proposal from the Air Force to modify 

the Special Use Airspace (MOAôs) around Arizona. 

Be assured, we will always be on the alert for rule 

changes that may occur that would have an impact 

on your flying activity and immediately inform you. 

 

AIRSPACE 

Apparently, studies are under way to approve the use of a small ADS-B transmitter that can be at-

tached to a parachutist to indicate the presence and location of the group. The U.S. Military is pres-

ently testing such a device that will show their presence on some of their jumps. We hope this 

proves to be successful and will become general usage. We hope that this small transmitter will be 

relatively inexpensive, and available, and can be used not only for parachute jumpers, but also for 

gliders. 

While there is a significant amount of parachute activity continuing throughout the state, we have 

been advised that it will increase as the weather continues to cool. Be extra vigilant when flying near 

airports with known parachute activity, and look for the parachute icon on the chart, which would in-

dicate parachute activity. Be advised that some of this training could be high altitude jumping initiat-

ed at Flight Levels, with parachutists descending through airspace far removed from the final landing 

site. Remember, if you can determine the surface wind direction, the safest place is downwind of the 

Drop Zone. Always check NOTAMS for parachute activity, and if possible, use Flight Following for 

your proposed route of flight or monitor en-route facility frequencies for parachute activity. 

 

SAFETY 

We continue to get reports from the FAA, and comments from ATC that drones are being reported in 

airport traffic areas. Realize that they are very difficult to see and avoid. Drones are not supposed to 

be operated near an airport, but occasionally they are there. Contacting and educating the drone op-

erator is a problem we all face. The tower controller may not always be aware of the droneôs pres-

ence. Please be vigilant. 

The number of Accident/Incidents was not too bad 

this time, but it was unfortunate that we did have 

two fatalities in this past reporting period. There 

were eight Accident/Incidents reported, and the in-

formation was taken from many sources. For the 

details of all the accidents/incidents in this past re-

porting period, see my accident report located else-

where in this newsletter. 

Members, please continue to send accident infor-

mation to jtimm@azpilots.org with the date, loca-

tion, aircraft make, if anyone got hurt, and with as 

mailto:jtimm@azpilots.org
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much detail as possible. Thank you. 

During this past reporting period we had two 

Near Midair Collision (NMAC) reported, and 

the report is appended to the Accident/

Incident report. 

There were twelve pilot deviations reported 

by the FAA SDL FSDO for the period from 

September 12 through October 2, 2025, and 

these deviations were committed by pilots with certificates ranging from Private through ATP, and 

there were five Brashers issued. 

Note: A controller will issue a Brasher notification to a pilot when further FAA action will be taken, 

and the controller is thus giving the airman the opportunity to make note of the occurrence, collect 

information, and their thoughts for their future interaction with FAA Flight Standards. 

Pilots continue to be unaware of what type of airspace they are flying in or may be about to enter. A 

pilot should always listen carefully to ATC instructions, and follow them, and if they canôt be com-

plied with, immediately tell the controller why you canôt comply. While flying in controlled airspace, a 

pilot must always comply with ATC instructions and always advise ATC before doing anything that 

may differ from instructions given. When on the ground, pay attention to airport signs, and runway 

markings, and know what they mean, and always comply with them. 

In summary, the general aviation deviations issued this reporting period are as follows: 

1 IFR Deviation  No Brasher 

2 Class Bravo Airspace Deviations  1 Brasher 

1 Class Delta Airspace Deviation  1 Brasher 

4 ATC Instructions  1 Brasher 

4 Runway Incursions  2 Brashers 

For details of all the Pilot Incidents in this past reporting period, see my Pilot Incident report located 

elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 

CONSTRUCTION 

Phoenix Deer Valley Airport (DVT) still has a major hangar project underway on the south side, and 

some taxiways are being moved to comply with FAA standards. All this activity will result in changes 

to the normal taxi routing. Be sure to get airport NO-

TAMS and study them before your arrival. 

At Tucson International Airport there is major con-

struction happening. There are also numerous other 

smaller projects underway that could impact your 

arrival, so always check the latest airport NOTAMS 

and study them well before arrival. 

There are many airports around the state that also 

have construction projects in progress or will have 

projects starting soon. We donôt have specific de-

 ά 
Drones are very difficult to see and avoid. 

They are not supposed to be operated near 

an airport, but occasionally they are there. 

έ    
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tails on all these projects, but we would urge you to always check 

for NOTAMS at your destination airport, so you donôt have a sur-

prise upon your arrival. 

APA is working with airports around the state assisting with the 

updating of their Airport Master Plan by providing the pilot, and 

aircraft ownerôs perspective in the process. The Airport Master 

Plan Update process usually requires about a year for comple-

tion. 

 

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO FLY FOR BREAKFAST 

The fly-in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport (P08) is on the 

first Saturday of the month.  

On the second Saturday of the month, consider flying down to Ryan Field (RYN), west of Tucson for 

breakfast or lunch at Ritchieôs Restaurant. They are open daily from 6 am to 2 pm to serve you. 

Grapevine is open full time, and generally the third Saturday weekend camping and cookouts have 

restarted. Check the APA newsletter for a possible weekend change. The camp host will prepare the 

main course for dinner, and campers, please bring a side dish or dessert to share. Grapevine, 

which lies within a National Forest, is heavily used by the Forest Service for fighting wild-

fires, and the Military for Special Training.  

There is a fly-in breakfast on the last Saturday of the month at the Casa Grande Municipal Airport 

(CGZ). A new cafe, the ñSky Highò cafe, is open from Thursday thru Friday from 9am-12pm, and 

Saturday thru Monday from 8am-12pm with a limited menu. However, the Casa Grande Masonic 

Lodge will continue to be serving a breakfast in the air-conditioned terminal from 7 to 11 am on the 

last Saturday of the month. 

When you fly to any of these venues, be sure to look for the Fly Arizona Passport Placard at the res-

taurant, and also at the airport terminal. If you havenôt, scan the placard with your smart phone to get 

credit on the passport program for being there. 

 

Correction to Flight Review Question 

In a previous newsletter there was an incorrect answer to the quiz question about logging of 

night time. Here is the correct answer and a brief explanation. 

Pilots can log flight time as ñnightò time from the time between the end of evening civil twilight 

and the beginning of morning civil twilight, as published in the Air Almanac, converted to local 

time.  ForeFlight also lists the local times for Morning Civil Twilight and Evening Civil Twilight 

under Airports - Info - SOLAR INFORMATION.  
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!ǊƛȊƻƴŀ{ƪƛŜǎ!ǾƛŀǝƻƴΦŎƻƳ 

 

ά/ƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƅȅΗέ 

DƭŜƴƴ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ς !ƛǊǇƭŀƴŜ ϧ IŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ /CL 
слн псо-ррну 

!ǊƛȊƻƴŀ{ƪƛŜǎ!ǾƛŀǝƻƴϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

 

mailto:arizonaskiesaviation@gmail.com
mailto:ArizonaSkiesAviation@gmail.com
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Cessna 182P SKYLANE located at FFZ 

Price: $122,000 

Contact: Diana Andresen 

(480) 540-7344 

Email: dmandresen23@gmail.com  

Prop Bulkhead       Price:$ 12,345 

Contact: Mark Helley   azhelleys@gmail.com  

Flight Review QuestionsðVFR 
Paul Wiley 

 

1. Are the cloud bases and tops in PIREPS reported in MSL or AGL?  How about 

METARôs and TAFôs? 

2. What is a good ñrule of thumbò to use when calculating a stabilized descent rate 

when descending from enroute altitude to touchdown?   

3. Explain what constitutes a ñceilingò.  What does ñceiling indefinite, or Vertical Visi-

bilityò mean?  Under what weather conditions would you normally see this in a 

METAR? 

4. Does your GPS database have to be current to fly in VFR conditions on a VFR 

flight plan in controlled airspace? 

5. What is the flight visibility (in Statute Miles - SM), and cloud clearance, required 

for VFR flight in class A, B, C, D, E and G airspace? 

Answers on page 32 

mailto:michael@makeyev.com
mailto:azhelleys@gmail.com
mailto:cindyMarketsAZ@gmail.com
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As an all-volunteer organization, APA relies on the generosity of our members and volunteers to 

accomplish our mission. To ensure that weôre communicating volunteer opportunities, we will begin 

publishing a Volunteer Opportunity summary in the newsletter going forward. 

Please take a look at the volunteer opportunities listed below and reach out to the APA point of 

contact for more details if you are interested in helping out.  

Thank you in advance for your participation!  

APA Volunteer Opportunities 

Opportunities APA Point of Contact 

APA Member Services 
Mailing Donor Thank You Cards 

Mailing Membership Cards and a Welcome Letters 
Clothing Store Inventory and Shipping Orders 

Sue 
(sue@azpilots.org) 

Grapevine Monthly 
Camping Weekend 

Volunteer Hosts Needed!  

Leanne 
(leanne@azpilots.org)   

December ó25  
(Dec. 19-21)  

Open 

January ó26  
(Jan. 16-18)  

Open 

February ó26  
(Feb. 20-22)  

Open 

March ó26  
(Mar. 20-22)  

Chris Nugent and 
Rick Bosshardt 

April ó26  
(Apr. 17-19)  

Brian Harrison 

Airstrip Maintenance 
Volunteers Needed! 

Grapevine (88AZ) 
(General Maintenanceðwatch the APA Facebook 

page for dates) 

Mike Andresen 
(grapevine@azpilots.org) 

Red Creek 
(Fill Ruts, etc.) 

Tommy Thomason 
(redcreek@azpilots.org) 

Double Circle Ranch  
(Airstrip Shoulder Mowing - Help Needed!) 

In Work 
Thanks to Josh Leavitt  
and the Bryce Families! 
(doublecircle@azpilots.org) 

Forepaugh 
(General Strip Maintenance) 

Kit Murphy 
(forepaugh@azpilots.org) 

Redbird LD Flight Simulator 

Rental at Chandler Air Service 

Price: $70.00  

Call: (480) 093-6420  

Email: fly@aerobatics.com 

Amazing Fixed-Base 

Simulator for Rental 

Price:$ 70 

Contact: Randy Brooks 

(480) 466-5908 

randall.brooks@apstrainbing.com  

mailto:sue@azpilots.org
mailto:leanne@azpilots.org
mailto:grapevine@azpilots.org
mailto:redcreek@azpilots.org
mailto:doublecircle@azpilots.org
mailto:forepaugh@azpilots.org
mailto:fly@aerobatics.com
mailto:randall.brooks@apstrainbing.com
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CFIT 

 

The FAA and industry will conduct a public education 

campaign emphasizing the need for training and cur-

rency when flying in mountainous areas.   

Outreach Month:  November 2025 

Topic: CFIT 

 

DOWNLOADS:  

PowerPoint Presentation Slides... 

Fly Loops and Rolls! 

Price:$ 220.00 

Contact: Glenn Roberts 
(602) 463-5528 

glennsroberts@icloud.com 

Fly a Helicopter! 

Price:$ 330.00 

Hangar for Rent Glendale Airport 

Contact: Michael Haubrich 

(262) 672-1956 

Email: skyboundaz@gmail.com  

Aviation Hangar 52x52 for Rent 

Price: $2,000 

Contact: Michael Mackey 

(646) 651-6275 

Email: michael@makeyev.com  

Straight Tail Cessna 172 

Price:$ 70,000 
Contact: Jason Huberd 
(520) 581-4556 

desertrover74@gmail.com 

https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/avoiding-controlled-flight-into-terrain-accidents
https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/avoiding-controlled-flight-into-terrain-accidents
mailto:glennsroberts@icloud.com
mailto:skyboundaz@gmail.com
mailto:michael@makeyev.com
https://azpilots.org/shop-apa-clothing/classifieds/6-other/50086-rare-partnership-opportunity
mailto:desertrover74@gmail.com
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ISO 2-4 Place Back-

country Airplane 

Looking to buy a 2-4 

place airplane for 

backcountry work. 

ISO Partnership Tucson Area 

Looking for a Partnership in Columbia/Cirrus 

Contact: Michael Hutchinson 

(831) 776-2210 

Email: hutchinson93922@gmail.com  

Winter Weather Challeng-

es: Failure to properly prepare 

for and execute appropriate 

cold weather airport opera-

tions has led to runway incur-

sions, resulting in collisions 

with snow removal or mainte-

nance operators, and serious 

runway excursion accidents. 

This video reviews several risk 

factors present during winter 

weather and how to stay safe 

during the cooler seasons.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VVNQICtVEK0 

Got great aviation photos that youôd like to share? 

newsletter@azpilots.org 

Best Tugs A3ðGreat for small single 

Contact: Philip Parish 

(520) 250-1566 

philip.parish@gmail.com 

Cessna 182 RG Partnership 

Price: $115.00 

Will Worthington 

(480) 748-3578 

Email: willw62az@gmail.com  

mailto:hutchinson93922@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VVNQICtVEK0
mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org
mailto:philip.parish@gmail.com
mailto:willw62az@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VVNQICtVEK0
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by Rod Kunkel 

 

Joshua Tree National Park, CA 

Friday, January 30 - Sunday, February 1, 2026 

 

Iôm planning our first weekend getaway of 2026 to visit Joshua 

Tree National Park in CA. 

Here is the tentative itinerary.  Iôm still a little light on details (since 

Iôm still planning), but will provide more information as we get 

closer. 

Note that all times listed are Pacific Standard Time (CA time), which is 1 hour earlier than 

Mountain Standard Time (AZ). 

 

Friday 1/30 

¶ Arrive at Bermuda Dunes Airport (UDD) at your leisure on Friday.  Bermuda Dunes is a non-

towered airport about 15 miles SE of Palm Springs. 

¶ Weôll likely forego rental cars for the weekend.  So, plan to carpool in taxis / Ubers / Lyfts to the 

hotel (Chateau at Lake La Quinta), which is about 15 minutes away. 

¶ Happy hour and dinner at Melange, which is the on-site restaurant in the hotel lobby.  

¶ Weôll be staying at the Chateau at Lake La Quinta.  This is the same place we stayed during our 

previous weekend getaway to Palm Springs about a year ago. 

 

Saturday, 1/31 

¶ Breakfast on your own, either at the hotel 

(continental breakfast included) or at a 

nearby restaurant. 

¶ Tour of Joshua Tree National Park, 

leaving the hotel at 10:00 AM and return-

ing about 4:00 PM.  If the weather is nice, 

the tour will be in open-air Hummers.  If 

not, weôll be in climate-controlled vans. 

Weekend Getaway: Joshua Tree National Park 

Featured  
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I am a DAR-T and work in Buckeye (10AZ) all week. I 

am able to do Field Approvals, Ferry Permits, Airworthi-

ness Certification for Standard and Experimental air-

craft, 8130 tags, Export Certificates of Airworthiness 

Certificates and Replacement Airworthiness Certifi-

cates. I am open to all ideas for Field Approvals and 

can help figure out a way to get your project approved. 

  

Steven Huff  learaviator@yahoo.com  602-390-4246 

CFII Accepting New Students 

Contact: Patrick Williams 

(480) 737-5999 

Email: pwilliamsaz@gmail.com  

DAR-T Available for Field         

Approvals, Ferry Permits, & More 

Contact: Steve Huff 

Email: learaviator@yahoo.com  

Sling TSI empennage kit 

Price: $4,400 

Contact: Brian Toncray 

Email: tonrayb@gmail.com  

C150D parts 

Price: $12,345 

Contact: Mark Helley 

(928) 261-8291 

         azhelleys@gmail.com 

Roʋ 

¶ Dinner at a local restaurant. 

¶ Overnight at the Chateau at Lake La 

Quinta. 

 

Sunday, 2/1 

¶ Breakfast on your own, either at the hotel 

(continental breakfast included) or at a 

nearby restaurant. 

¶ Depart for home. 

 

Iôm estimating the cost for the hotel and Joshua Tree National Park tour to be $750 for singles / 

$950 for couples.  Meals and ground transportation are not included, except for continental break-

fast at the hotel each morning. 

Contact me at getaways@azpilots.org if you are interested.  I hope to see you there! 

mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20APA%20Newsletter
mailto:pwilliamsaz@gmail.com
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com
mailto:tonrayb@gmail.com
mailto:azhelleys@gmail.com
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By Rod Kunkel & Mike McCann 

 

The weekend of October 3-5 marked our first ever combined day trip / weekend getaway.  Our desti-

nation was Monument Valley, UT.  The airstrip at Monument Valley is somewhat unique.  It is plenty 

long, but the runway has quite a bit of slope, rising upward to the south.  There is also a red rock 

wall about a quarter mile south of the airport.  Consequently, all landings are to the south on runway 

16, and all take-offs are to the north on runway 34.  Any go-around decisions on landing need to be 

made fairly early in the landing sequence to avoid having to execute a sharp turn to avoid the terrain 

on the south end. 

 

20 weekenders (10 planes) arrived Friday 

morning, just before winds were forecasted to 

pick up on the surface.  Winds aloft were al-

ready fairly strong out of the south, resulting 

in some pretty impressive ground speeds for 

those arriving from the Phoenix area or other 

points south. 

 

Friday night, we enjoyed hearty dinners at the Stagecoach Restaurant, then wine tasting outside 

Rod & Jackieôs cabin.  Mike McCann also pointed out some stars and constellations using his hand-

held laser pointer.  The winds continued quite strong all night and throughout the day Saturday. 

Monument Valley Recap 
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12 day trippers arrived Saturday morning.  No harsh critiques of land-

ings or take-offs on Saturday as the winds persisted.  Saturdayôs main 

activity was a tour of Monument Valley in open air vans.  All 32 of us 

piled into 2 large vans for a 3-hour sight-seeing and educational adven-

ture.  We enjoyed a filling boxed lunch along the way at a unique picnic 

spot amongst the red rock formations.  Most day trippers departed for 

home Saturday afternoon, although at least a couple opted to stay over-

night and wait to depart for home Sunday morning when the winds were 

finally expected to die down. 
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Roʋ & Mʳɲʍ 

Saturday night featured yet another hearty meal at the Stagecoach Restaurant and even more wine 

tasting (which helped improve Rod & Jackieôs Weight & Balance calculations for the trip home on 

Sunday). 

Everyone departed for home Sunday morning.  By then winds aloft and on the ground had died 

down significantly.  Pleasant flights were had by all! 




























