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Presidentôs Report  

Welcome to the December 2025 APA Newsletter! 

You'll notice on this month's cover page that we have rebranded the 

newsletter as the "APA Approach". Our Executive Director, Jim Timm, 

suggested this change to recognize the long history of the APA and re-

vert back to the original 1978 title of our monthly newsletter. As Jim tells 

the story, the newsletter was put together by various members scat-

tered around Arizona and printed in Tucson. It was then flown by a 

member or loaded on a Greyhound bus for the trip back to Phoenix for 

distribution via US Mail.  

We've come a long way since that time and even though the newsletter 

process is now digital, we have the same commitment to content and 

quality.  

I know that most of you have seen my messages regarding the recent 

news that Mesaôs Falcon Field (KFFZ), has proposed the implementation of landing fees starting in 

March 2026. As you might expect, there are a number of factors that drove this decision, but the pri-

mary factor is the increase in the number of flight schools that are based at Falcon, sixteen at last 

count, and inevitable pattern congestion and noise complaints from the communities surrounding the 

airport. Falcon Field is now the third busiest airport in Arizona behind Phoenix Deer Valley and 

Phoenix Sky Harbor.  

To be clear, I donôt diminish the concerns of the 

residents as it relates to the daily tempo of pattern 

operations, noise, and concerns related to the fact 

that the GA fleet continues to use leaded aviation 

fuel (which is a complex issue the GA community 

knows well). From their perspective, these are real 

impacts, and they need to be addressed factually 

and not with emotion. As you might expect, the Me-

sa city government and city councilmembers have 

been deeply involved in this issue with the residents 

for some time so there is a lot of political momen-

tum behind the landing fee proposal.  

The city recently revealed that it had convened a stakeholders committee earlier this year to 

ñevaluate the issues surrounding training flights, including noise impacts, safety concerns, fuel emis-

sions and potential mitigation strategies ï landing fees among them. The committee includes repre-

sentatives from the community, flight schools, Falcon Field staff, and subject matter experts.ò To the 

best of our knowledge, the existence of this committee was not well known by the airport users and 

tenants. 

As I outlined in my original message to the membership, APA and the Aviation Safety Advisory 

Group of Arizona (ASAG) met with the airport management and city council representatives in early 
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November to get a better understanding of the issues, objectives of the stakeholders committee, and 

proposed actions going forward. We were told that although the airport is currently financially self-

sustaining, the committee was focused on addressing a shortfall in the financial forecast which was 

based on increased costs for airfield maintenance that is not eligible for FAA grants. Consequently, 

they were looking at additional revenue sources including increased hangar and tie-down rents, in-

creased fuel flowage fees, and of course landing fees. We asked that APA and ASAG be included in 

the stakeholdersô meetings, but that request was denied. 

We made it clear that landing fees are overwhelmingly opposed by the general aviation community 

and they pose a significant safety risk since they will discourage necessary training and concentrate 

traffic at other airports in the area increasing the risk of mid-air collisions. In the end analysis, the 

airport has announced a proposal to implement landing fees - $29.95 for based aircraft < 6,000 lbs. 

MLW (5 free landings per month) and $33.95 for transient aircraft < 6,000 lbs. MLW with fees for 

heavier aircraft charged per 1,000 lbs. MLW. Additionally, hangar and tie-down rents, fuel flowage 

fees and other administrative charges will see year-over-year increases for at least the next five 

years. Our assumption is that the airport will use cameras to record aircraft movements for billing 

purposes to sidestep pending national legislation which would prohibit using ADS-B data for this pur-

pose. 

Of course, these landing fees are far from fair and reasonable and not consistent with peer munici-

pal airports that charge landing fees. Because we have not had any visibility into the financial model 

that was used to develop the fee structure, we can only assume that fees at this level are solely in-

tended to drive flight school and transient traffic away from Falcon Field.   

APA and ASAG have been engaged with the advocacy team at AOPA to develop an alternative pro-

posal which clarifies the ability of airports to establish landing fees that are not discriminatory, com-

ply with FAA grant restrictions, and donôt punish the non-flight school pilot/tenant and business com-

munity. This will also include a discussion of the use of FAA Minimum Standards fee programs 

which cover Specialized Aviation Service Organizations (SASO) such as flight schools to ensure 

they contribute financially to supporting the airport infrastructure. SASO agreements impose a per 

hour fee for flight training operations and give the airport more visibility and management control 

over high volume operations. 

However, the real tragedy of imposing this kind of 

punitive landing fee program is the collateral dam-

age to general aviation and the local economy. As 

we all know, the pilot community at Falcon partici-

pates very heavily in community service flying and 

donate their time and aircraft to support groups 

such as Lighthawk Conservation Flying, Angel 

Flight, Flying Samaritans, Flights for Life, and Nava-

jo Airlift among others, and landing fees will dimin-

ish the availability of these volunteer services to the 

community. It will also impact the ability of non-profit 

organizations such as the Boy Scouts Aviation 

Posts and EAA to bring aviation education opportu-

nities to students in the community. Landing fees al-

most certainly mean there will be no more EAA 

Flying Samaritan volunteers provide medical care at 

clinics in Baja California, Mexico. 
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Got great aviation photos that youôd like to share? 

newsletter@azpilots.org 

Flight Review QuestionsðVFR 
Paul Wiley 

 

1. How can you estimate the cloud height if you know the temperature and dew point 

difference? 

2. What is Wind Shear?  What information should be included in a report of wind 

shear to ATC? 

3. What is the significance of a temperature/dew point spread of less than 4 degrees 

C?  Less than 2 degrees C? 

4. What is the approximate freezing level if the temperature at the airport (elev. 

1,000 MSL) is 14 degrees C? 

 

Answers on page 32 

Young Eagles Flights at Falcon Field. 

Advocacy is a team sport, and it requires action on your part. Be sure to look at the City of Mesa 

meeting schedule that was included in our email to the membership and plan to attend the City 

Council meeting on 9 February to show a strong presence from the pilot community. If you are a Fal-

con tenant or Mesa resident, email the mayor or your city councilmember and provide your construc-

tive feedback directly. You can find your district and councilmember at https://www.mesaaz.gov/

Government/Mayor-City-Council. If you live elsewhere, reach out to your legislative representatives 

and urge them to prevent this kind of program from being implemented at other general aviation air-

ports in Arizona https://www.azleg.gov/findmylegislator/. 

The Falcon Field pilot community has also started a Change.org petition opposing the landing fee 

proposal which as of today has over 2,500 signatures. Please consider signing the petition and let 

them know if you are a tenant or GA user of the airport or its businesses in the comments - 

Change.Org - Stop Landing Fees at Falcon Field 

Thank you for supporting APAôs mission through your membership and please feel free to reach out 

to me at chris@azpilots.org if you have any comments, concerns or questions. 

Happy Holidays and Fly Safe, Fly Safe, 

mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org
https://facebook.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ab00547c6167d23cc733f99d8&id=409c4f0e66&e=112f637fd1
https://facebook.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ab00547c6167d23cc733f99d8&id=409c4f0e66&e=112f637fd1
https://www.azleg.gov/findmylegislator/
https://facebook.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ab00547c6167d23cc733f99d8&id=9f47e8528e&e=112f637fd1
mailto:chris@azpilots.org
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Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð December 2025 

 
 
The Saturday morning fights have been great with the cooler 

temperatures prevailing. In fact, generally it has been good for 

the entire day. Also, Iôve noticed there havenôt been as many 

bugs on the windshield or wings. I guess Iôve been a bit lucky. 

Finally, we are into the enjoyable part of the year when we can 

be outside without getting overheated. So, letôs go flying. 

We still havenôt heard anything on the U.S. Air Force proposal 

that would change the size of a MOA, severely lower the floors 

of MOAôs, and lower the altitude for supersonic flight. I guess 

we can only hope that it gets lost. 

Comments were due regarding the FAA/ADOT Part 108 Notice Of Rule Making for the operation of 

drones beyond visual line of sight. I hope everyone took the opportunity to send in their comments. 

We still havenôt heard the results. 

An important item that we are still waiting for is a bill before our legislators in Washington dealing 

with the commercial use of the ADS-B information that many of us transmit. APA realizes that the 

use of ADS-B information is not the only means for the implementation of landing fees.  

As you have no doubt heard, much APA time has been spent dealing with several items of concern 

at Mesa Falcon Field. Despite Arizona Open Meeting Laws, for several months a Mesa City Coun-

cil Member, the Falcon Field administration and a very limited group of participants have been 

holding ñsecret meetingsò dealing with the issue of flight congestion and noise complaints. APA 

has been refused permission to attend and observe these meetings. AOPA and other representa-

tives have also been excluded. The results of these meetings have been outlined and sent to the 

APA membership and these results will be presented to the Mesa City Council for their action in 

their early February meeting. It is desired to have implementation of the new rules early next year. 

The major concern that APA has is the negative impact this will have on the tenants of Falcon 

Field and the surrounding airports. If Falcon Field starts charging landing fees, APA believes that 

many of the airports in Arizona will see this as a 

reason to also start charging landing fees. We be-

lieve this widespread implementation of fees would 

unfortunately have a very negative impact on the 

aviation community. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

 

FAA 

Except for the Part 108 Notice of Proposed Rule 
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Making discussed above, the FAA has been rela-

tively quiet regarding regulations that would impact 

our flying. The MOSIAC proposal which has been 

partially released will have a major impact on the 

sport pilot community, drastically changing the type 

of airplanes that may be flown 

Be assured, APA will always be on the alert for rule 

changes that may occur that would have an impact 

on your flying activity and immediately inform you. 

 

AIRSPACE 

There is a significant amount of parachute activity continuing throughout the state, and we have 

been advised that unfortunately it will be increasing as the weather continues to cool. Be extra vigi-

lant when flying near airports with known parachute activity, and look for the parachute icon on the 

chart, which would indicate parachute activity. Be advised that many of these are well trained foreign 

jumpers learning new tactical procedures, and some of this training will be high altitude jumping initi-

ated at Flight Levels, with parachutists descending through airspace far removed from the final land-

ing site. Remember, if you can determine the surface wind direction, the safest place is downwind of 

the Drop Zone. Always check NOTAMS for parachute activity, and if possible, use Flight Following 

for your proposed route of flight or monitor en-route facility frequencies for parachute activity. 

 

SAFETY 

We continue to get reports from the FAA and ATC that drones are reported operating near airport 

traffic areas. We all realize that they are very difficult to see and avoid. Drones are not supposed to 

be operated near an airport, but occasionally they are there. Contacting and educating the drone op-

erator is a problem we all face. Please be vigilant. 

The Accident/Incident numbers are down, and it is fortunate that no one was injured this past report-

ing period. There were eight Accident/Incidents reported, and the information was taken from many 

sources. For the details of the accidents/incidents in this past reporting period, see my accident re-

port located elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Members, please continue to send accident information to jtimm@azpilots.org with the date, loca-

tion, aircraft make, if anyone got hurt, and with as 

much detail as possible. Thank you. 

During this past reporting period we had one Near 

Midair Collision (NMAC) reported, and the report is 

appended to the Accident/Incident report. 

There were nineteen pilot deviations reported by 

the FAA SDL FSDO for the period from October 3 

through November 14, 2025, and these deviations 

were committed by pilots with certificates ranging 

from Student through ATP, and there were eight 

mailto:jtimm@azpilots.org
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Brashers issued. The percentage of Brashers is-

sued this time has unfortunately increased signifi-

cantly. 

Note: Most of these pilot deviations were resolved 

during a discussion between the controller, and the 

pilot at the time of the occurrence. However, a con-

troller will issue a Brasher notification to a pilot 

when further FAA action will be taken, and the con-

troller is thus giving the airman the opportunity to 

make note of the occurrence, collect information, 

and their thoughts for their future interaction with 

FAA Flight Standards. 

It seems that pilots continue to be unaware of what type of airspace they are flying in or may be 

about to enter. A pilot should always listen carefully to ATC instructions, and follow them, and if they 

canôt be complied with, immediately tell the controller why you canôt comply. While flying in con-

trolled airspace, a pilot must always comply with ATC instructions and always advise ATC before 

doing anything that may differ from the instructions given. When on the ground, pay attention to air-

port signs, and runway markings, and know what they mean, and always comply with them.  

In summary, the general aviation deviations issued this reporting period are as follows: 

3 IFR Deviations 1 Brasher 

2 Class Bravo Airspace Deviations 1 Brasher 

8 Class Delta Airspace Deviation 5 Brashers 

1 ATC Instructions No Brasher 

2 Runway Incursions 1 Brasher 

1 Surface Incident No Brasher 

1 Wrong Surface Landing No Brasher 

1 Vehicle/Pedestrian Deviation 

For details of all the Pilot Deviations in this past reporting period, see my Pilot Deviation report locat-

ed elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 

CONSTRUCTION 

A major hangar project is underway on the south side of Phoenix Deer Valley Airport (DVT), and 

some taxiways are being moved to comply with 

FAA standards. All this activity will result in chang-

es to the normal taxi routing. Be sure to get airport 

NOTAMS, and study them before your arrival. 

At Tucson International Airport there is major con-

struction happening. There are also numerous oth-

er smaller projects underway that could impact your 

arrival, so always check the latest airport NOTAMS 

and study them well before arrival. 
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I am a DAR-T and work in Buckeye (10AZ) all week. I 

am able to do Field Approvals, Ferry Permits, Airworthi-

ness Certification for Standard and Experimental air-

craft, 8130 tags, Export Certificates of Airworthiness 

Certificates and Replacement Airworthiness Certifi-

cates. I am open to all ideas for Field Approvals and 

can help figure out a way to get your project approved. 

  

Steven Huff  learaviator@yahoo.com  602-390-4246 

J˔ʗ 

There are many airports around the state that also 

have construction projects in progress or will have 

projects starting soon. We donôt have specific de-

tails on all these projects, but we would urge you to 

always check for NOTAMS at your destination air-

port so you donôt have a surprise upon your arrival. 

APA is working with airports around the state assist-

ing with the updating of their Airport Master Plan by 

providing the pilot, and aircraft ownerôs perspective 

in the process. The Airport Master Plan Update pro-

cess usually requires about a year for completion. 

 

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO FLY FOR BREAKFAST 

The fly-in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport (P08) is on the first Saturday of the month.  

On the second Saturday of the month, consider flying down to Ryan Field (RYN), west of Tucson for 

breakfast or lunch at Ritchieôs Restaurant. They are open daily from 6 am to 2 pm to serve you. 

Grapevine is open full-time, and generally the third Saturday weekend camping and cookouts are 

planned. Check the APA newsletter for a possible weekend change. The camp host will prepare the 

main course for dinner, and campers, please bring a side dish or dessert to share. Grapevine, 

which lies within a National Forest, is heavily used by the Forest Service for fighting wild-

fires, and the Military for Special Training.  

There is a fly-in breakfast on the last Saturday of the month at the Casa Grande Municipal Airport 

(CGZ). A new cafe, the ñSky Highò Cafe, is open from Thursday through Friday from 9 am-12 pm, 

and Saturday through Monday from 8 am-12 pm with a limited menu. However, the Casa Grande 

Masonic Lodge will continue to be serving breakfast in the air-conditioned terminal from 7 to 11 am 

on the last Saturday of the month. 

When you fly to any of these venues, be sure to look for the Fly Arizona Passport Placard at the res-

taurant, and also at the airport terminal. If you havenôt, scan the placard with your smart phone to get 

credit on the passport program for being there. 

mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20APA%20Newsletter
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mailto:arizonaskiesaviation@gmail.com
mailto:ArizonaSkiesAviation@gmail.com
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As an all-volunteer organization, APA relies on the generosity of our members and volunteers to 

accomplish our mission. To ensure that weôre communicating volunteer opportunities, we will begin 

publishing a Volunteer Opportunity summary in the newsletter going forward. 

Please take a look at the volunteer opportunities listed below and reach out to the APA point of 

contact for more details if you are interested in helping out.  

Thank you in advance for your participation!  

APA Volunteer Opportunities 

Opportunities APA Point of Contact 

APA Member Services 
Mailing Donor Thank You Cards 

Mailing Membership Cards and a Welcome Letters 
Clothing Store Inventory and Shipping Orders 

Sue 
(sue@azpilots.org) 

Grapevine Monthly 
Camping Weekend 

Volunteer Hosts Needed!  

Leanne 
(leanne@azpilots.org)   

December ó25  
(Dec. 19-21)  

Tommy Thomason 

January ó26  
(Jan. 16-18)  

Open 

February ó26  
(Feb. 20-22)  

The Knapps 

March ó26  
(Mar. 20-22)  

Chris Nugent and 
Rick Bosshardt 

April ó26  
(Apr. 17-19)  

Brian Harrison 

Airstrip Maintenance 
Volunteers Needed! 

Grapevine (88AZ) 
(General Maintenanceðwatch the APA Facebook 

page for dates) 

Mike Andresen 
(grapevine@azpilots.org) 

Red Creek 
(Fill Ruts, etc.) 

Tommy Thomason 
(redcreek@azpilots.org) 

Double Circle Ranch  
(Airstrip Shoulder Mowing - Help Needed!) 

In Work 
Thanks to Josh Leavitt  
and the Bryce Families! 
(doublecircle@azpilots.org) 

Forepaugh 
(General Strip Maintenance) 

Kit Murphy 
(forepaugh@azpilots.org) 

CFII Accepting New Students 

Contact: Patrick Williams 

(480) 737-5999 

Email: pwilliamsaz@gmail.com  

DAR-T Available for Field         

Approvals, Ferry Permits, & More 

Contact: Steve Huff 

Email: learaviator@yahoo.com  

mailto:sue@azpilots.org
mailto:leanne@azpilots.org
mailto:grapevine@azpilots.org
mailto:redcreek@azpilots.org
mailto:doublecircle@azpilots.org
mailto:forepaugh@azpilots.org
mailto:pwilliamsaz@gmail.com
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com
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Tips for Winter Flight Operations 

 

The FAA and industry will conduct a public education 

campaign emphasizing the hazards associated with 

General Aviation Flight Operations in winter. 

Outreach Month:  December 2025 

Topic: Tips for Winter Flight Operations 

 

DOWNLOADS:  

PowerPoint Presentation Slides... 

Fly Loops and Rolls! 

Price:$ 220.00 

Contact: Glenn Roberts 
(602) 463-5528 

glennsroberts@icloud.com 

Fly a Helicopter! 

Price:$ 330.00 

Hangar for Rent Glendale Airport 

Contact: Michael Haubrich 

(262) 672-1956 

Email: skyboundaz@gmail.com  

Aviation Hangar 52x52 for Rent 

Price: $2,000 

Contact: Michael Mackey 

(646) 651-6275 

Email: michael@makeyev.com  

Straight Tail Cessna 172 

Price:$ 70,000 
Contact: Jason Huberd 
(520) 581-4556 

desertrover74@gmail.com 

https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/tips-for-winter-flight-operations
https://azpilots.org/pilot-info/safety-general-aviation-joint-steering-committee-topic-of-the-month/tips-for-winter-flight-operations
mailto:glennsroberts@icloud.com
mailto:skyboundaz@gmail.com
mailto:michael@makeyev.com
https://azpilots.org/shop-apa-clothing/classifieds/6-other/50086-rare-partnership-opportunity
mailto:desertrover74@gmail.com
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Got interesting aviation videos that you wish to share? 

Please share only your own videos, keep them related to an aviation topic 

of some kind, and please keep them to no more than 5-6 minutes long. A 

short paragraph of explanation would be great, but not necessary. 

rick@azpilots.org 

ISO Cirrus for Rent 

Contact: Kay 

(602) 820-6286  

Email: kacorbin@post.harvard.edu 

Eliminate Batteries in ANR Headset 

Price: $35.00 

Jake McKernan 

Email: jake,mckernan@cox.com  

Wrong Airport Land-

ings: Even with today's highly 

accurate and readily available 

technology, pilots are still misi-

dentifying their airport of in-

tended landing, often going so 

far as making an approach to 

or actually landing at an air-

port other than their planned 

destination. The problem oc-

curs with pilots operating both 

VFR and IFR. This video 

helps pilots avoid this costly 

and potentially catastrophic 

error.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nrbzhBn_HnU 

mailto:rick@azpilots.org
mailto:kacorbin@post.harvard.edu
mailto:jake.mckernan@cox.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nrbzhBn_HnU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nrbzhBn_HnU
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Short Final  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !t!Φ 

By Howard Deevers 

 
 

Everyone knows the Mississippi River, the longe and most important 

waterway in the United States. I was born in Cape Girardeau, right on 

the banks of the Mississippi River in southeast Missouri, and most of my 

growing up and educational days were in eastern Iowa also on the 

banks of that river. Thus, I have a natural fascination for that river. Flying 

east and west we have crossed the Mississippi River many times. From 

ten thousand feet, you can see the river and towns fairly well. From thir-

ty-five thousand feet in a commercial flight, it is just a long line in the 

middle of the country, if you want to look down and see it. I have been on the river many times, fish-

ing, and boating, and ice skating in the winter in Iowa. I have also seen the devastating spring floods 

in many parts of the river. On a local river sightseeing trip out of New Orleans, I was wondering what 

all of this would look like from low altitude flying. It took several years of thinking and planning to 

make this flight. 

My friend, Marty, and I left Tucson, Ryan, on Sunday morning October 26, 2025, in my Piper Warrior 

heading east to Houston. After a fuel stop in Fort Stockton, Texas, we realized that we would not 

make our intended Houston destination before nightfall. We did make it to San Antonio. The next 

morning it was raining and foggy on SAT so we filed an IFR flight plan to Lake Charles, LA. Again, it 

looked like we would not make New Orleans flying UP the Mississippi before dark. We can fly in the 

dark if we need to get somewhere, but the purpose of this trip is 

to see as much of the River as possible from 1500 feet AGL. We 

landed at Houma, LA, for the night. 

The next morning it was foggy and low overcast from the marine 

layer that comes in from the Gulf at night. While waiting for the 

fog to clear up, I was able to visit with some local pilots that fly out 

of that airport and do low altitude fish finding, to get tips on any 

hazards or other things we might like to know about. The time 

was not wasted. Finally, at 11 AM we were able to depart and fly 

to the coast line at 1500 feet and find the mouth of the Mississippi 

River and start following the river north toward New Orleans.  

The Mississippi River is 2340 miles long from northern Minnesota 

to the Gulf of Mexico (or America on modern maps). Although it 

flows from north to south, it does not flow in a straight line, as 

there are many bends and turns that you will not notice as much 

from ground level. Flying at 1500 feet you can see the many turns 
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that it makes and see the river traffic and industry and cities on 

both sides of the river for miles. New Orleans is called ñThe Cres-

cent Cityò because of the bend in the river where the city was 

founded. There are many airports on both sides of the river all the 

way up to Minneapolis, and beyond. Almost everywhere you land 

you will find history related to the river and the importance of the 

river to the communities developed along the way. Long before 

aviation, the river was a major artery for shipment of goods and 

materials, and river boat passenger traffic. It still is, but less for 

passenger travel now.  

As we flew up the Mississippi there are 4 Class B airspaces to 

work with. The first was New Orleans. At 1500 feet following the 

river was no problem to the New Orleans air traffic. The next 

Class B is Memphis, and that was easy also. Then St. Louis. All 

of them were accommodating to our adventure of flying at 1500 

feet over the River. Our original plan was to fly to Minneapolis, but 

weather stopped us again in east central Iowa, and we did not 

continue up the last 200 nm to St Paul. St Paul is as far north on the river that will take barge traffic. 

From there north to the beginning of the river it is a very small stream and even hard to see from the 

air.  

Weather factors are always important in aviation. Flying low and slow is no exception. At this time of 

the year, we missed the big summer thunderstorms, but had to contend with rain, and in the far 

north, possible freezing rain. Any later in the year the cold and snow could put the trip in jeopardy at 

any time. Since we had already had some weather delays, we elected to skip the final 200 miles and 

head back to Arizona.  

The views from 1500 feet were stunning. You will see the industry located on both side of the river, 

and the cities, bridges, and the dams starting at St Louis. The size of the barges in the lower river 

are impressive, and the designs of the different bridges are inter-

esting to see as well. We did not see any recreational traffic on 

the river. In the summertime there is a lot of pleasure boating, but 

not at this time of the year. 

The Ohio River joins the Mississippi at the very southern tip of 

Illinois. The Missouri River joins the Mississippi just north of St. 

Louis. From those two rivers on south, the river is larger, wider 

and deeper, and there are no dams across it. From St. Louis 

north there are dams. Built by the U S Army Corps of Engineers, 

the dams are to ñtameò the river and create navigational channels 

for river traffic. Locks at each dam location allow river traffic to 

step up, or step down, from the different pools of water created 

by the dams. There are 29 locks and dams starting in St Paul, 

MN, to St Louis/Granite City. The river does freeze over in the 

coldest part of the winter from about central Iowa/Illinois north-

ward, stopping barge traffic during that time. But ice skating and 

ice fishing are popular sports on the river during the winter in that  
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Cessna 182P SKYLANE located at FFZ 

Price: $122,000 

Contact: Diana Andresen 

(480) 540-7344 

Email: dmandresen23@gmail.com  

Prop Bulkhead       Price:$ 12,345 

Contact: Mark Helley   azhelleys@gmail.com  
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part of the country.  

I am certain that we are not the first aviators to fly completely up 

or down the Mississippi, but we enjoyed the adventure, the histo-

ry and visual impact of seeing this wonder of nature from 1500 

feet. I would not recommend flying this solo; take a competent 

pilot friend along and share the flying. You would need to have a 

very flexible schedule, and if you wanted to explore all the historic 

cities along the way you would need many more days to see 

them all. Living in Arizona, you will cover more than 1000 nm just 

before getting to the beginning of the adventure, and then more 

than 1000 nm to get back to Arizona at the end. Be prepared for 

hot weather in the south and cold in the north. Take your time and 

enjoy the view; you will never forget it! 

The crew: Howard Deevers. CFII, 8000 hours +  

Marty Jansen, Private Pilot, Instrument pilot 1638 hours + 

The airplane: N8422H PA 28-161, Piper Warrior. Total time 3234 

hrs.  

The route of flight: KRYN to KSAT, (overnight at San Antonio) to KLCH to KHUM (overnight at Hou-

ma) to the Mississippi, New Orleans, KBTR, (2 nights in Baton Rouge), to KAWM (west Memphis), 

to KCGI (Cape Girardeau, MO). To KCPS (downtown St. Louis, overnight there). To KMLI (Moline IL. 

Overnight there). To KCWI (Clinton, IA) After Clinton direct to KIXD (New Century, south of Kansas /

City). Overnight in Garnder KS, next morning from KIXD to KLBL, (Liberal, KS for fuel,) then on to 

KABQ, and overnight in Albuquerque, NM. Our final leg back to Tucson was ABQ to TNP, direct to 

KRYN.  

Remember that this trip was following a river, low and slow. That is what made this trip so much fun. 

Most of our cross-country flying is straight line with a destination in mind to make as soon as possi-

ble. We estimate that the full round trip was about 3500 nm, and the flying time was just over 40 

hours, including the straight lines to get to and from the Mississippi River. 

If you want more information, contact me at 520-241-3382, or deeversjones@msn.com 
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