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Presidentôs Report  

Welcome to the January 2026 edition of the APA Approach! 

Happy New Year and I hope everyone had a safe and happy holiday 

season. 

Itôs been a busy start to the New Year, and I wanted to provide you with 

a brief update on the proposal to implement landing fees at Falcon Field 

in Mesa. APA, AOPA and the Aviation Safety Advisory Group of Arizona 

(ASAG) will be asking the city to delay implementation of proposed any 

fee changes at Falcon Field for 6 months in order to allow the tenants 

and users of Falcon Field the opportunity to properly evaluate the pro-

posal and offer comments and alternatives. This is based on the ex-

tremely short time from the publication of the fee notice on January 15, 

2026, and the scheduled vote by the city council on February 9, 2026. 

Our letter to the city will ask for the following: 

¶ Establish a Falcon Field Advisory Board ï We recommend the city establish a Falcon Field Advi-

sory Board to include, but not limited to, airport tenants and businesses to provide review and 

oversight of airport operations, safety issues, finances and fee proposals. As a point of reference, 

the city has over 20 Advisory Boards and Committees to provide feedback and recommendations 

on various issues. 

¶ Financial Transparency and Fee Structure Review ï Since the city indicated that the fee increas-

es were driven by a forecast budget deficit for Falcon Field, we recommend that the city conduct 

a comprehensive review of the airport finances for the past 15 years to provide a basis for review 

of the landing fee proposal. This would include understanding the guidelines established by the 

FAA under the Airport Improvement Program (AIP) grant assurances for establishing user fees. 

¶ Evaluate Alternate Revenue Sources ï The financial review will also allow a more focused analy-

sis of alternate revenue sources beyond landing fees. As I mentioned last month this includes the 

establishment of an FAA Minimum Standards fee program and which covers Specialized Aviation 

Service Organizations (SASO) such as flight schools to ensure they are contributing financially to 

the supporting the airport infrastructure. Based on the financial benefit of Falcon Field to the city, 

another alternative may be imposing an additional 

Transaction Privilege Tax (TPT) over and above the 

5.6% base for airport-related transactions. There 

may be others. 

This is a complex issue that requires a data-based 

approach and collaboration between the city and 

airport tenants and users to reach an equitable so-

lution. In the end analysis there may be some com-

promise required on all sides; however, the out-

come will be more equitable. Weôll keep you posted 

on any new developments. 
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And now on to a better subject ï 2025 APA Schol-

arships. The Scholarship Committee completed 

their review of applications, and Iôm happy to an-

nounce that we have awarded ten $3,000 scholar-

ships to deserving students seeking aviation ca-

reers. Four are pursuing careers in aviation mainte-

nance and six are focused on careers as profes-

sional aviators. Weôll be introducing each of them in 

next monthôs APA Approach so stay tuned! 

A few schedule reminders to wrap up for this month: 

¶ January Grapevine Camping Weekend ï Jan-

uary 16 ï 18 - This will be our first event for the 2026. Keep an eye out for updates on our Face-

book page and if you are interested in being a camp host reach out to Leanne Tawoda ï 

leanne@azpilots.org 

¶ AOPA Fly-In/Buckeye Air Fair ï February 13 ï 15 - APA and The RAF will have a booth in the 

exhibitorôs tent again this year at the AOPA Fly-In/Buckeye Air Fair. We always have a great time 

connecting with our members and weôre looking forward to seeing you again! 

Thank you for supporting APAôs mission through your membership and please feel free to reach out 

to me at chris@azpilots.org if you have any comments, concerns or questions. 

Fly Safe, 

mailto:leanne@azpilots.org
mailto:chris@azpilots.org
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Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð January 2026 

 
 
The Saturday morning breakfast fights have been great with the 

cooler temperatures prevailing. In fact, generally it has been 

good for the entire day. At least it hasnôt gotten too cold in the 

early morning to be uncomfortable, and we are finally into that 

enjoyable part of the year when we can comfortably be outside 

all day, so letôs go flying. 

Well, it appears that the FAA/ADOT Part 108 Rule Making for 

the operation of drones beyond visual line of sight is going to 

go into effect, much to the detriment of most of the general avi-

ation community. So much discussion is flying around concerning the rule that I wonder if, or when, 

modifications to the rule will be made. I guess we will have to wait and see. 

An important item that we are still waiting on is a bill before our legislators in Washington dealing 

with the commercial use of the ADS-B information that many of us transmit. Perhaps we may be 

able to pass similar legislation here in Arizona. APA realizes that the use of this ADS-B information 

is not the only means for the implementation of landing fees. In some cases, they are using elec-

tronic photographs to verify an aircraft landing.  

As you have heard, the APA has spent much time dealing with the fees and other recent concerns 

at Mesa Falcon Field. Based on the short time from the email notice from the airport to tenants on 

December 3, 2025, and the formal publication the fee schedule on January 15, 2026, itôs been diffi-

cult for all of the GA organizations to sort through the details. This includes AOPA, who was una-

ware of the issue until APA contacted them.  There are more serious issues elsewhere, like air-

ports that are being forced to close that AOPA has to deal with also. Therefore, itôs easy to see that 

AOPA may not be of much help immediately. This is a complex issue and as you might expect, 

there are a lot of politics involved.  As Chris reported in this monthôs Presidentôs Report, APA, 

ASAG, and AOPA are working to get a more favorable out-

come, but there is a lot work to do. 

It will be VERY important to have everyone that is able to 

attend the meeting of the Mesa City Council in their early 

February meeting when this Falcon Field issue is present-

ed for their action. It will be important for you to briefly pre-

sent your views and go on record regarding your stance on 

the issue. 

The major concern that APA has is the negative impact 

this will have on not only the tenants of Falcon Field, but 

also on surrounding airports. If Falcon Field starts charging 

landing fees, APA believes that many of the airports in Ari-

zona will see this as a reason to also start charging landing 

fees. We believe this widespread implementation of fees 
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would unfortunately have a very negative impact on the entire 

aviation community. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

FAA 

The FAA has proposed revisions to the Sport Pilot Practical 

Test Standards to align the testing requirements with the re-

cently finalized MOSIAC rule. The proposal would update pre-

sent Sport Pilot documents to reflect how Sport Pilots and 

flight instructors will be certified and evaluated. The FAA says 

the changes would not alter how tests are conducted but 

would clarify which aircraft and standards would apply during 

certification and proficiency checks. 

Except for the Part 108 Rule Making discussed above, the FAA has been relatively quiet regarding 

any other regulations that would have an impact our flying. Please be assured that APA will always 

be on the alert for any rule changes that would have an impact on your flying activity and immediate-

ly inform you. 

 

AIRSPACE 

Please be advised that the North American Trainer Association will be conducting a Formation Clinic 

at Casa Grande Airport on January 15 through January 18 from 9:00 am to sunset each day. They 

plan to establish a temporary advisory tower each day of the event. Starting at 3:00 pm they will 

have wavered airspace with an air boss until sunset for the event. Please exercise caution when op-

erating in the area. 

What is an Airport Advisory Tower? It provides essential weather and traffic information at smaller 

airports without a full-time control tower, offering guidance like runway status, wind, and other air-

craft positions over a radio frequency, similar to a pilot's self-announcement but with a helpful voice, 

helping pilots know what's happening before landing or taking off. Itôs not a ñControl Tower,ò but treat 

the advisory tower as a regular tower.  

Because of our usual good weather, the significant amount of parachute activity happening through-

out the state will be increasing as the weather con-

tinues to cool. Be extra vigilant when flying near air-

ports with known parachute activity and look for the 

parachute icon on the chart, which would indicate 

parachute activity. Be advised that many of these 

are well trained foreign jumpers learning new tacti-

cal procedures, and some of this training may be 

high altitude jumping initiated at Flight Levels, with 

parachutists descending through airspace far re-

moved from the final landing site. Remember, if you 

can determine the surface wind direction, the safest 
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place will be downwind of the Drop Zone. Always 

check NOTAMS for parachute activity, and if possi-

ble use Flight Following for your proposed route of 

flight. Monitor en-route facility frequencies for para-

chute activity. 

 

SAFETY 

We continue to get reports from ATC when drones 

are operating near airport traffic areas. We all real-

ize that they are very difficult to see and avoid. Contacting and educating drone operators is a prob-

lem we all face. Please be vigilant. 

The Accident/Incident numbers are down a bit from last time, and it is again fortunate that no one 

was injured during the reporting period. There were six Accident/Incidents reported, and the infor-

mation was taken from many sources. For the details of the accidents/incidents in the reporting peri-

od, see my accident report located elsewhere in the newsletter. 

Members, please continue to send accident information to jtimm@azpilots.org with the date, loca-

tion, aircraft make, if anyone got hurt, and with as much detail as possible. Thank you. 

Fortunately, this reporting period we didnôt have any Near Midair Collisions (NMAC) reported. 

Pilot deviations were up this reporting period, and there were twenty-five pilot deviations reported by 

the FAA SDL FSDO for the period from November 15 through December 11, 2025. These devia-

tions were committed by pilots covering the entire range of pilot certifications. There were five out of 

state pilots, and two military pilots in the twenty-five deviations reported, and there were 12 Brashers 

issued.  

In summary, the general aviation deviations issued this reporting period are as follows: 

4 IFR Deviations 3 Brashers 

4 Class Delta Airspace Deviation 1 Brasher  

2 ATC Instructions 1 Brasher  

8 Runway Incursions 5 Brashers 

1 NORDO 1 Brasher  

6 Surface Incidents 1 Brasher 

For details of all the Pilot Deviations in this past reporting period, see 

my Pilot Deviation report located elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 

CONSTRUCTION 

A major hangar project has been underway on the south side of 

Phoenix Deer Valley Airport (DVT) for some time, and some taxiways 

are being moved to comply with FAA standards. Some of this activity 

has been completed, but much activity remains to be completed and 

will still result in changes to the normal taxi routing. Be sure to get 

airport NOTAMS and study them before your arrival. 

mailto:jtimm@azpilots.org
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Tucson International Airport still has a major con-

struction project underway. There are also numer-

ous other smaller projects underway that could im-

pact your arrival, so check the latest airport NO-

TAMS and study them well before arrival. 

There are other airports around the state that also 

have construction projects in progress, or will have 

projects starting soon. We donôt have specific de-

tails on all these projects at the moment, but we 

would urge you to always check for NOTAMS at 

your destination airport so you donôt have a surprise 

upon your arrival. 

APA is working with airports around the state, assisting them with updating their Airport Master Plan 

by providing the pilot and aircraft ownerôs perspective in the process. Glendale Airport has just be-

gun their Master Plan Update process. The Airport Master Plan update process usually requires 

about a year for completion. 

 

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO FLY FOR BREAKFAST 

The fly-in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport (P08) is on the first Saturday of the month.  

On the second Saturday of the month, consider flying down to Ryan Field (RYN), west of Tucson for 

breakfast or lunch at Ritchieôs Restaurant. They are open daily from 6 am to 2 pm to serve you. 

Grapevine is open full time, and generally the third Saturday weekend camping and cookouts are 

planned. Check the APA newsletter for a possible weekend change. The camp host will prepare the 

main course for dinner, and campers, please bring a side dish or dessert to share. Grapevine, which 

lies within a National Forest, is heavily used by the Forest Service for fighting wildfires and the Mili-

tary for Special Training.  

There is a fly-in breakfast on the last Saturday of the month at the Casa Grande Municipal Airport 

(CGZ). A new cafe, the ñSky Highò Cafe, is open from Thursday through Friday from 9 am-12 pm, 

and Saturday through Monday from 8 am-12 pm with a limited menu. However, the Casa Grande 

Masonic Lodge will continue to be serving breakfast in the air-conditioned terminal from 7 to 11 am 

on the last Saturday of the month.  

When you fly to any of these venues, be sure to look for the Fly Arizona Passport Placard at the res-

taurant and also at the airport terminal. If you havenôt, scan the placard with your smart phone app to 

get credit on the passport program for being there. 

 

Check with the APA Getaway Flights program and 

online calendar for fun weekend places to fly.  
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mailto:arizonaskiesaviation@gmail.com
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As an all-volunteer organization, APA relies on the generosity of our members and volunteers to 

accomplish our mission. To ensure that weôre communicating volunteer opportunities, we will begin 

publishing a Volunteer Opportunity summary in the newsletter going forward. 

Please take a look at the volunteer opportunities listed below and reach out to the APA point of 

contact for more details if you are interested in helping out.  

Thank you in advance for your participation!  

APA Volunteer Opportunities 

Opportunities APA Point of Contact 

APA Member Services 
Mailing Donor Thank You Cards 

Mailing Membership Cards and a Welcome Letters 
Clothing Store Inventory and Shipping Orders 

Sue 
(sue@azpilots.org) 

Grapevine Monthly 
Camping Weekend 

Volunteer Hosts Needed!  

Leanne 
(leanne@azpilots.org)   

January ó26  
(Jan. 16-18)  

Open 

February ó26  
(Feb. 20-22)  

The Knapps 

March ó26  
(Mar. 20-22)  

Chris Nugent and 
Rick Bosshardt 

April ó26  
(Apr. 17-19)  

Brian Harrison 

Airstrip Maintenance 
Volunteers Needed! 

Grapevine (88AZ) 
(General Maintenanceðwatch the APA Facebook 

page for dates) 

Mike Andresen 
(grapevine@azpilots.org) 

Red Creek 
(Fill Ruts, etc.) 

Tommy Thomason 
(redcreek@azpilots.org) 

Double Circle Ranch  
(Airstrip Shoulder Mowing - Help Needed!) 

In Work 
Thanks to Josh Leavitt  
and the Bryce Families! 
(doublecircle@azpilots.org) 

Forepaugh 
(General Strip Maintenance) 

Kit Murphy 
(forepaugh@azpilots.org) 

Cessna 182P SKYLANE located at FFZ 

Price: $125,000 

Contact: Diana Andresen 

(480) 540-7344 

Email: dmandresen23@gmail.com  

Prop Bulkhead       Price:$ 12,345 

Contact: Mark Helley   azhelleys@gmail.com  

mailto:sue@azpilots.org
mailto:leanne@azpilots.org
mailto:grapevine@azpilots.org
mailto:redcreek@azpilots.org
mailto:doublecircle@azpilots.org
mailto:forepaugh@azpilots.org
mailto:michael@makeyev.com
mailto:azhelleys@gmail.com
mailto:cindyMarketsAZ@gmail.com
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ISO 2-4 Place Back-

country Airplane 

Looking to buy a 2-4 

place airplane for 

backcountry work. 

ISO Partnership Tucson Area 

Looking for a Partnership in Columbia/Cirrus 

Contact: Michael Hutchinson 

(831) 776-2210 

Email: hutchinson93922@gmail.com  

Best Tugs A3ðGreat for small single 

Contact: Philip Parish 

(520) 250-1566 

philip.parish@gmail.com 

Cessna 182 RG Partnership 

Price: $115.00 

Will Worthington 

(480) 748-3578 

Email: willw62az@gmail.com  

Flight Review QuestionsðVFR 
Paul Wiley 

 

With winter upon us (although it may not seem like it with our unseasonably 

warm temps here in the valley ꜞ ) here are some questions regarding icing. 

Circle ALL statements that are true regarding airframe icing: 

1. The effects of airframe icing are cumulative and always decrease performance: 

2. Thrust and lift are reduced 

3. Weight and drag are increased 

4. As little as ı inch of ice on the airframe can reduce the lifting power of some air-

planes by as much as 50% and increase frictional drag by an equal amount. 

5. The main concern of airframe icing is increased weight. 

6. The most dangerous weather condition for airframe icing is freezing rain. 

7. In some weather conditions 2 to 3 inches of ice can form on the airframe in as 

little as 5 minutes. 

8. Clear ice is more dangerous than rime ice. 

9. Ice tends to form on the tailplane before the wing. 

10. Ice that has little effect on lift in cruise can cause a stall to occur at a lower Angle 

of Attack (AOA) and higher airspeed during approach and landing. 

 

Answers on page 33 

mailto:hutchinson93922@gmail.com
mailto:philip.parish@gmail.com
mailto:willw62az@gmail.com
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I am a DAR-T and work in Buckeye (10AZ) all week. I 

am able to do Field Approvals, Ferry Permits, Airworthi-

ness Certification for Standard and Experimental air-

craft, 8130 tags, Export Certificates of Airworthiness 

Certificates and Replacement Airworthiness Certifi-

cates. I am open to all ideas for Field Approvals and 

can help figure out a way to get your project approved. 

  

Steven Huff  learaviator@yahoo.com  602-390-4246 

ISO Cirrus for Rent 

Contact: Kay 

(602) 820-6286  

Email: kacorbin@post.harvard.edu 

Eliminate Batteries in ANR Headset 

Price: $35.00 

Jake McKernan 

Email: jake,mckernan@cox.com  

Wrong Direction Inter-

section Takeoffs: 

Many pilots have ac-

cepted or requested an 

intersection takeoff, 

and then departed in 

the wrong direction. It 

can happen to you. 

This video reviews 

some common causes 

of intersection takeoffs 

in the wrong direction, 

and some best practic-

es to help you avoid 

them.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FET0oUgClOI 

mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20APA%20Newsletter
mailto:kacorbin@post.harvard.edu
mailto:jake.mckernan@cox.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FET0oUgClOI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FET0oUgClOI
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by Mike McCann 
 

KHII Arrival time: 10:30 ï 11:00am 

Restaurant opens at 11:00am 

 

Greetings everyone! For our first day trip in 2026, weôll be heading back to Lake Havasu. Last Janu-

ary, we kicked off our 2025 Day Trips with a lunch flight to Lake Havasu. It was a great success, with 

pilots coming from 3 states and over 30 people in attendance.  

For those of you who havenôt been to Lake 

Havasu airport, there is a great restaurant on 

the field. Hangar 24 Craft Brewing sells their 

own craft beers, and it is also a great restaurant 

for lunch and dinner. Hangar 24 opens for lunch 

at 11:00am, so weôll plan to arrive at KHII at 

10:30 - 11:00am and then walk over to the res-

taurant. Itôs particularly important to RSVP if you 

plan to attend, as the restaurant has requested 

a headcount prior to our arrival.  

A unique aspect of Lake Havasu is the London 

Bridge. In 1968, entrepreneur Robert McCulloch 

purchased the London Bridge from the City of London. He then had the bridge dismantled, transport-

ed from London to Lake Havasu, and rebuilt to its original form (taking three years in the process). 

The bridge is only 7 miles south of the Lake 

Havasu airport and makes for a great photo op-

portunity if your passenger has a camera 

handy. 

As always, be sure to thoroughly preflight both 

yourself and your aircraft, and do a thorough 

flight planning as would be required for any 

cross-country flight. KHII can sometimes experi-

ence windy conditions (especially in the Spring 

months, but it can happen anytime).  

January 24, 2026, Day Trip:  

Lake Havasu, Arizona (KHII) 

Featured  

Lake Havasu airport -- KHII 

Hangar 24 Craft Brewing Restaurant 
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Fly Loops and Rolls! 

Price:$ 220.00 

Contact: Glenn Roberts 
(602) 463-5528 

glennsroberts@icloud.com 

Fly a Helicopter! 

Price:$ 330.00 

Hangar for Rent Glendale Airport 

Contact: Michael Haubrich 

(262) 672-1956 

Email: skyboundaz@gmail.com  

Aviation Hangar 52x52 for Rent 

Price: $2,000 

Contact: Michael Mackey 

(646) 651-6275 

Email: michael@makeyev.com  

Got great aviation photos that youôd like to share? 

newsletter@azpilots.org 

Straight Tail Cessna 172 

Price:$ 70,000 
Contact: Jason Huberd 
(520) 581-4556 

desertrover74@gmail.com 

Mʳɲʍ 

KHII is a non-tower-controlled airport, so pilots 

should review Advisory Circular 90-66C for 

proper operation in non-towered airports. 

Feel free to contact me with any questions 

(daytrips@azpilots.org) and we'll look forward to 

seeing you. 

Safe flying, 

London Bridge ï just 7 miles south of KHII 

mailto:glennsroberts@icloud.com
mailto:skyboundaz@gmail.com
mailto:michael@makeyev.com
https://azpilots.org/shop-apa-clothing/classifieds/6-other/50086-rare-partnership-opportunity
mailto:newsletter@azpilots.org
mailto:desertrover74@gmail.com
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/advisory_circulars/index.cfm/go/document.information/documentID/1041885
mailto:daytrips@azpilots.org


 му 

 

https://partner91.com/


 мф 

 

RECAP: January 3 ñPop-Upò APA Breakfast Flight 

By Mike McCann 

 

Marana, AZ (KAVQ) 

 

Something new for 2026 will be the occasional ñpop-upò day trip 

or breakfast flight for our APA members. Whatôs a pop-up day trip 

you ask? Well, normally we organize day trips 4-6 weeks in ad-

vance and 

send out 

invitations 

2-3 weeks 

ahead of the event, but there are also occa-

sions when a short notice works even better, 

based on weather forecasts and specific des-

tinations.  

Our first pop-up breakfast flight to Marana, 

AZ (KAVQ) occurred on Saturday, Jan 3, and 

was a big success. Our destination and arri-

val time were announced with only a 3-day 

heads-up. Knowing that this was a holiday 

week, attendance was expected to be mod-

est; however, 20 APA members and guests 

made the flight to KAVQ, and we had a great 

time socializing! 

Marana Airport has become one of the busi-

est GA airports in Arizona. Lots of training ac-

tivity, plus skydiving (both civilian and mili-

tary). It also has an excellent restaurant which 

can get quite busy, but luck was on our side, 

and we were able to find seating for all 20. 

Just a heads-up for everyoneé. the restau-

rant does NOT take reservations, so plan ac-

cordingly! 

We plan to do more pop-up fly-outs through-

out 2026, so watch for the eBlast announce-

ments and please be sure to RSVP so we 

know that youôre coming and can save you a 

seat! 

20 APA members and guests filling the restaurant at KAVQ. 

Junaid Adil, AOPA Airport Support Network, Tucson 

 Intôl Airport (left), and your Daytrip Coordinator 



 нл 

 

Got interesting aviation videos that you wish to share? 

Please share only your own videos, keep them related to an aviation topic 

of some kind, and please keep them to no more than 5-6 minutes long. A 

short paragraph of explanation would be great, but not necessary. 

rick@azpilots.org 

CFII Accepting New Students 

Contact: Patrick Williams 

(480) 737-5999 

Email: pwilliamsaz@gmail.com  

DAR-T Available for Field         

Approvals, Ferry Permits, & More 

Contact: Steve Huff 

Email: learaviator@yahoo.com  

Sling TSI empennage kit 

Price: $4,400 

Contact: Brian Toncray 

Email: tonrayb@gmail.com  

C150D parts 

Price: $12,345 

Contact: Mark Helley 

(928) 261-8291 

         azhelleys@gmail.com 

Wishing each of you a prosperous and happy 2026. As always, feel free to contact me with any 

questions (daytrips@azpilots.org) and we'll look forward to seeing you! 

Safe flying, 

Mʳɲʍ 

Drew Toussig, APA member and Cessna 182 owner, ñsurveyingò all the RVôs  

in attendance and wondered if the APA breakfast was an informal ñRV Fly-inò! 

mailto:rick@azpilots.org
mailto:pwilliamsaz@gmail.com
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com
mailto:tonrayb@gmail.com
mailto:azhelleys@gmail.com
mailto:daytrips@azpilots.org
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http://aftw.org/
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Short Final  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !t!Φ 

By Howard Deevers 

 
 

If you look at the amount of flying from Tucson to Phoenix, and other air-

ports in Arizona, you might think that there are a lot of flying clubs in Ari-

zona. I get calls from pilots that are looking to join a flying club. Newly 

certificated pilots that just received their Private Pilots Certificate, but 

canôt afford to own an airplane, so they are looking for an inexpensive 

way to stay in the air.  

I am a big fan of flying clubs. I did belong to an ñownershipò club in Pitts-

burgh even before getting my Private Pilot Certificate. The club was lim-

ited to 48 members and had 4 airplanes. It was a popular club, and you had to wait for an opening to 

buy a membership. When one came available while I was still in training to get my license, I jumped 

on it. Of course, since I did not have a license, I could not fly any of the 4 planes, but I attended the 

monthly meetings just to learn how the club worked. After passing my Private, I got checked out in 

all 4 airplanes and started working on my Instrument Rating in the Cessna 172. I stayed with that 

club for several years. When I passed my CFI check ride, I was flying with another ñmembershipò 

club at Allegheny County Airport. Most of the airplanes in that club were on lease, but the club had 

nice facilities at AGC, including a couple of simulators. There were other differences also, but the 

clubs each had their own advantages.  

When you look for Flying Clubs in Arizona, they are hard to find. They don't seem to advertise, so we 

know very little about them. As a member of a flying club, you feel like an owner. It is an inexpensive 

way to learn about the aircraft and improve your flying skills. There is no shortage of flying schools in 

Arizona, and they are very good, but they are not flying clubs.  

Flying clubs can be as small as one aircraft, or have 

a few. The one aircraft clubs usually start with sev-

eral pilot friends getting together to jointly own and 

maintain an aircraft. The club can be a non-profit 

corporation and will have to file a tax return every 

year. Don't let that stop you; there is a lot of help 

available for that. All you need is good record keep-

ing. The club members will have to decide what air-

plane they would like to own, and all agree on that. 

Where will the plane be based, and how do we 

schedule access to it? Many questions can be 

drawn up in a ñby-lawò ownership agreement.  

Flying Clubs in Arizona 
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The membership clubs are different. You do not own 

a share in the airplanes. You pay an entrance fee, 

and monthly dues, then pay for airplane use as you 

use it. They usually have several airplanes, and 

maybe different types, such as high wing, a low 

wing, and maybe a tail-dragger, also. The club may 

also ask you to have rentersô insurance to protect 

you and the club in event of an accident.  

If you do join a flying club, pick one that has monthly 

meetings, and has a focus on aviation safety by pre-

senting safety seminars, or inviting the FAASTeam 

members to present a safety program for them. You 

will find many new friends in a club, and you will all 

have a common interest of aviation.  

To learn more about flying clubs, and flying in Arizona, come to a Safety Seminar sponsored by your 

ARIZONA PILOTS ASSOCIATION, and the FAASTeam. They are free. Check the web site for a lo-

cation near you. And, don't forget to ñBring your Wingman.ò  

H˛wˉrʋ 

https://flightsforlife.org/
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mailto:andy.bears@devilstowergolf.com





















