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Presidentôs Report  

Welcome to the April 2026 edition of the APA Approach! 

Thanks to everyone who joined us for our 

first combined Day Trip and Camping Week-

end at Grapevine Airstrip. Although the 

weather was unseasonably warm, even for 

Arizona, we had a great turnout. Leanne 

Tawoda and Mike McCann served a great 

breakfast for the Day Trip crew, and we en-

joyed our usual potluck dinner and a movie 

for those that stayed over for the camping on 

Saturday night. It was great to see so many 

new faces and we had two families make the 

trip from California with their kids for the 

weekend. They certainly had a great time, and it made all the effort APA puts into these events well 

worth it. Our last Grapevine Camping Weekend for this season is scheduled for April 17-19. Howev-

er, we will be keeping an eye on the forecast temperatures so please keep an eye on our Facebook 

page for any schedule updates.  

By now Iôm sure everyone is aware that the Mesa City Council voted to approve the updated sched-

ule of Fees and Charges for Falcon Field Airport effective May 1
st
, including landing fees, which is of 

course disappointing. We had a good turnout from Falcon Field tenants, flight schools, and the gen-

eral aviation community that uses the airport, and there were many individuals, businesses, and or-

ganizations, including the APA, which requested to speak prior to the city council vote. Although the 

vast majority of those who spoke opposed the proposal, the city council quickly moved to approve 

the fees through a unanimous vote. The city attorney was careful to state at the beginning of the 

meeting that the fee proposal was solely based on ensuring the airport was financially self-

sustaining and not an attempt to reduce aircraft noise and traffic, which is illegal. The residents who 

supported the proposal were also careful to echo that justification. However, their social media group 

posts and city council communications to the residents prior to the publication of the original fee pro-

posal last December tell a different story.  

As you may recall, one of the recommendations from AOPA, APA, and the Aviation Safety Advisory 

Group (ASAG) was to establish a Falcon Field Advi-

sory board consisting of residents, airport tenants/

users, and businesses to address concerns about 

user collaboration and financial transparency in de-

veloping the landing fee methodology and proposal. 

This recommendation was dismissed based on the 

cityôs view that the city council, in conjunction with 

airport management, is fully capable of adequately 

managing the airport and its impact on the commu-

nity. As a point of reference, the City of Mesa has 
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twenty-three community advisory boards and com-

mittees ñthat allow residents to participate in local 

governance and provide input on various policies 

and services.ò  Yet they declined to set one up for 

the Airport.  Disappointing. 

So, what happens now? The city Department of In-

novation & Technology is leading the procurement 

process for landing fee collection services and will 

make a recommendation by the middle of April. Iôm 

sure there will be a lot of questions related to how 

the landing fee program will work, including billing, 

collections, and exemptions. Iôm confident the landing fee program will be challenged through an 

FAA Part 13 or Part 16 complaint and/or civil litigation from aviation organizations, airport users, or 

businessesðparticularly the flight schools. More to come on this front.  

As this edition of the newsletter goes to print, we have also learned that the Mesa Gateway Airport 

Authority (MGAA) has voted to implement a landing fee of $24.35/landing for transient aircraft 

weighing less than 12,500 lbs MGLW beginning May 1
st
. Based aircraft will be exempt from landing 

fees. As noted in the MGAA letter to Phoenix area flight training schools, this fee change was driven 

by financial considerations related to a $2M airfield cost center operating deficit and the impact of 

the fees imposed by Falcon Field on other regional airports. As the MGAA letter also noted ñthe im-

plementation of a landing fee for aircraft weighing less than 6,000 lbs MGLW represents a major en-

vironmental shift for aviation in greater Phoenix.ò We certainly agree with this statement and the re-

ality is that these decisions set a broad precedent for general aviation nationwide. 

AOPA, APA, and ASAG have also been working to ensure that Arizona House Bill 2210 is signed 

into law, which aims to prevent collecting fees from aircraft owners and operators using ADS-B. All 

these organizations testified in support of HB2210 during the Senate Appropriations/Transportation/

Technology committee held on March 10
th
. The bill received a ñDo Passò recommendation from the 

committee with a party line vote and has been moved to the Senate Consent Calendar. If it passes 

without amendment, it will go to the Governor for signature. In the interim, we will continue working 

with the legislature to gain bipartisan support and ensure it is signed into law. Watch our Facebook 

page for updates on this important legislation. 

Just a quick reminder to save the date for the APA Annual Membership Meeting scheduled for Sat-

urday, May 16
th
. The meeting will be held at Highlands Church, 9050 E. 

Pinnacle Peak Road, Scottsdale. We look forward to seeing you there! 

Thank you for supporting APAôs mission through your membership and 

please feel free to reach out to me at chris@azpilots.org if you have any 

comments, concerns or questions.  

Fly Safe, 

mailto:chris@azpilots.org
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Executive Directorôs Report 
Jim Timm ð April 2026 

 
 
The breakfast fights on Saturday morning have been excellent 

with relatively good weather for flying. In general, the tempera-

tures has been a bit warmer than normal, and letôs hope it 

doesnôt get much warmer too soon. We all know whatôs to come 

as the months move closer to summer. Anyway, while the 

weather is still good, letôs get out and go flying. 

I suspect that many of you have been following whatôs happen-

ing at Mesa Falcon Field related to landing fees. There was a 

large turnout for the recent Mesa City Council meeting, and in 

spite of the major opposition to the city proposal, there was a 100% Council approval for what the 

airport had proposed. After the council meeting, APA was asked if we were going to file a lawsuit 

against the City of Mesa and the Airport. Because of our status as a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization 

and related IRS rules Iôm not sure we could, but most certainly because of the cost of such a ven-

ture, we would not. I suspect there isnôt any question there will be lawsuits filed against the City 

and Airport by others that are impacted by the decision.  

In the meantime, we in APA are very concerned that many of the negative things that were ap-

proved here will also happen at other airports in the Phoenix area, and may even possibly spill 

over to other airports in the state. Most of the airports in the state belong to the Arizona Airports 

Association (AZAA), and what is happening at Falcon Field will no doubt be a major item of discus-

sion. 

We are still waiting for action on a bill before our legislators in Washington to suppress the com-

mercial use of the ADS-B information that many of us transmit. A member of the Arizona Safety 

Advisory Group, who is well connected with members of our State Legislature, has also taken ac-

tion to have a bill presented (HB2210) and heard in the Arizona Legislature that would also prevent 

the commercial use of this ADS-B information thatôs being transmitted. In spite of the fact that this 

is really a safety issue, the AZAA is opposing this bill because they think that they may still want to 

use this ADS-B information for generating income for the airports. Also, there is concern that the 

bill may not be signed by our Governor unless there is full bipartisan support. 

Remember, ADS-B information is not the only 

means for implementing landing fees. Camera sys-

tems have been used for verification of an airplanes 

landing for some time. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

FAA  

We havenôt heard of anything from the FAA that 

would impact your flying activity, but please be as-
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sured that APA will always be on the alert for 

any rule changes that could impact your flying 

activity and immediately inform you. 

 

AIRSPACE 

We realize that the good weather we all enjoy 

is a major reason there is a lot of parachute 

activity happening around the central part of 

the state. Avoid flying near airports with 

known parachute activity and always be vigi-

lant for parachutists. The parachute icon on the chart is a warning that there might be parachutists in 

the area. Often this parachute activity may consist of experienced military parachutists that are here 

to learn and practice new tactical procedures. Some of this jumping could also be high altitude jump-

ing being initiated at Flight Levels, with parachutists descending through airspace far removed from 

their final landing site. If you can determine the surface wind direction, the safest place will be down-

wind of their Drop Zone. Always check NOTAMS for parachute activity on your route of flight, and if 

possible, use Flight Following for your proposed flight, and monitor en-route facility frequencies for 

parachute activity. 

 

SAFETY 

In the past the FAA SDL FSDO had always provided us with substantial FAA input for the Accident/

Incident report and also provided all the information for the Pilot Deviation and NMAC Reports. Be-

cause of the very late receipt of information and with the press of time, the Accident Report will have 

some information missing, and there wonôt be a Pilot Deviation Report until a suitable replacement is 

found. Hopefully the replacement will be in place for the next report period. 

The Accident numbers are back up again, and it was fortunate that we didnôt have any fatalities re-

ported. We have had eleven accidents reported, and for the details of these accidents see my Acci-

dent Report located elsewhere in the newsletter. 

Members, please continue to send accident information to jtimm@azpilots.org with the date, loca-

tion, aircraft make, if anyone got hurt, and with as much detail as possible. Thank you. 

With regard to Pilot Deviations, there were twelve deviations reported and these deviations were 

committed by pilots with certificates ranging from Student Pilot through ATP. There was one out- of-

state pilot of the twelve deviations reported, and there 

was 1 Brasher issued for a Runway Deviation. Pilots 

need to be more careful in their flying and carefully 

listen to ATC instructions. Pilots must always be 

aware of what type of airspace they are flying in or 

may be about to enter and know what will be ex-

pected of them. 

In summary, the general aviation deviations this re-

porting period are: 

 ά 
tƛƭƻǘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ 

ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ŀƛǊǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƅȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǊ 

Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿ 

ǿƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

έ    

mailto:jtimm@azpilots.org
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1 IFR Deviation  No Brasher 

1 Class Delta Airspace Deviation  No Brasher  

4 ATC Instructions  No Brashers  

4 Runway Incursions  1 Brasher  

1 Surface Incident  No Brasher 

1 VFR Deviation Through Military class Delta  No Brasher 

Because of time limitations, details of the deviations this 

month will not be provided. 

There were no Near Mid Air Collision (NMAC) incidents 

reported during this past reporting period. 

Before takeoff we seem to always get reports from ATC 

that drones are operating near the airport. We realize that these drones are extremely difficult to see 

and avoid, and educating many of these drone operators of the proper rules of operation is a prob-

lem that we all face. So please be very vigilant all the time. 

 

CONSTRUCTION 

A major hangar project is still underway on the south side of Phoenix Deer Valley Airport (DVT), and 

some taxiways have been moved to comply with FAA standards. While some of this activity has 

been completed, there is some activity that still remains. This results in changes to the normal taxi 

routing, so be sure to get airport NOTAMS and study them before your arrival. 

Tucson International Airport still has a major construction project underway, and there are also nu-

merous other smaller projects underway that could also impact your arrival. Always check the latest 

airport NOTAMS at your arrival airport, and study them well before your arrival. 

APA works with airports around the state assisting with the updating of their Airport Master Plan by 

providing the pilot and aircraft ownerôs perspective in the process. The Airport Master Plan Update 

process usually requires about a year for completion. 

 

THINGS TO DO - PLACES TO FLY FOR BREAKFAST 

The fly-in breakfast at Coolidge Municipal Airport 

(P08) is on the first Saturday of the month during 

the cooler part of the year. April will be the last one 

until next October.  

On the second Saturday of the month consider fly-

ing down to Ryan Field (RYN) west of Tucson for 

breakfast or lunch at Ritchieôs Restaurant. They are 

open daily from 6 am to 2 pm to serve you. 

Grapevine is open full time and generally the third 

Saturday weekend camping and cookouts are 

planned. April 17-19 will be the final weekend fly-in 

for the season. Check the APA newsletter for a 

 ά 
5ǊƻƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ 

ǎŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǾƻƛŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƴƎ 

Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘǊƻƴŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊǎ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ 

ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ŦŀŎŜΦ 

έ    
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possible weekend change. The camp host will prepare the 

main course for dinner on Saturday, and campers please 

bring a side dish or dessert to share. Grapevine, which 

lies within a National Forest, is heavily used by the 

Forest Service for fighting wildfires and used by the 

Military for Special Training, so be sure to check the 

APA Facebook page for NOTAMS. 

There is a fly-in breakfast on the last Saturday of the month 

at the Casa Grande Municipal Airport (CGZ). The new ñSky Highò Cafe is open from Thursday thru 

Friday from 9 am-12 pm, and Saturday thru Monday from 8 am-12 pm with a limited menu. However, 

the Casa Grande Masonic Lodge will continue to be serving a breakfast in the air-conditioned termi-

nal from 7 to 11 am on the last Saturday of the month. 

When you fly to any of these venues, be sure to look for the Fly Arizona Passport Placard at the res-

taurant and also at the airport terminal. If you havenôt, scan the placard with the FlyAZ passport app 

to get credit on the passport program for being there.  

 

Check with the APA Getaway Flights program and 

online calendar for fun weekend places to fly.  

https://www.ideasmanmarketing.com/
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!ǊƛȊƻƴŀ{ƪƛŜǎ!ǾƛŀǝƻƴΦŎƻƳ 

 

ά/ƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƅȅΗέ 

DƭŜƴƴ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ς !ƛǊǇƭŀƴŜ ϧ IŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ /CL 
слн псо-ррну 

!ǊƛȊƻƴŀ{ƪƛŜǎ!ǾƛŀǝƻƴϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

 

mailto:arizonaskiesaviation@gmail.com
mailto:ArizonaSkiesAviation@gmail.com
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As an all-volunteer organization, APA relies on the generosity of our members and volunteers to 

accomplish our mission. To ensure that weôre communicating volunteer opportunities, we will begin 

publishing a Volunteer Opportunity summary in the newsletter going forward. 

Please take a look at the volunteer opportunities listed below and reach out to the APA point of 

contact for more details if you are interested in helping out.  

Thank you in advance for your participation!  

APA Volunteer Opportunities 

Opportunities APA Point of Contact 

APA Member Services 
Mailing Donor Thank You Cards 

Mailing Membership Cards and a Welcome Letters 
Clothing Store Inventory and Shipping Orders 

Sue 
(sue@azpilots.org) 

Grapevine Monthly 
Camping Weekend 

Volunteer Hosts Needed!  
Grapevine restarting in the Fall 

Leanne 
(leanne@azpilots.org)   

Airstrip Maintenance 
Volunteers Needed! 

Grapevine (88AZ) 
(General Maintenanceðwatch the APA Facebook 

page for dates) 

Mike Andresen 
(grapevine@azpilots.org) 

Red Creek 
(Fill Ruts, etc.) 

Tommy Thomason 
(redcreek@azpilots.org) 

Double Circle Ranch  
(Airstrip Shoulder Mowing - Help Needed!) 

In Work 
Thanks to Josh Leavitt  
and the Bryce Families! 
(doublecircle@azpilots.org) 

Forepaugh 
(General Strip Maintenance) 

Tommy Thomason 
(forepaugh@azpilots.org) 

Redbird LD Flight Simulator 

Rental at Chandler Air Service 

Price: $70.00  

Call: (480) 093-6420  

Email: fly@aerobatics.com 

Amazing Fixed-Base 

Simulator for Rental 

Price:$ 70 

Contact: Randy Brooks 

(480) 466-5908 

randall.brooks@apstrainbing.com  

CFII Accepting New Students 

Contact: Patrick Williams 

(480) 737-5999 

Email: pwilliamsaz@gmail.com  

DAR-T Available for Field         

Approvals, Ferry Permits, & More 

Contact: Steve Huff 

Email: learaviator@yahoo.com  

mailto:sue@azpilots.org
mailto:leanne@azpilots.org
mailto:grapevine@azpilots.org
mailto:redcreek@azpilots.org
mailto:doublecircle@azpilots.org
mailto:forepaugh@azpilots.org
https://azpilots.org/shop-apa-clothing/classifieds/6-other/50062-redbird-ld-flight-simulator-re
mailto:fly@aerobatics.com
mailto:randall.brooks@apstrainbing.com
https://azpilots.org/shop-apa-clothing/classifieds/6-other/50075-amazing-fixed-base-simulator-f
mailto:pwilliamsaz@gmail.com
https://azpilots.org/shop-apa-clothing/classifieds/6-other/50057-cfii-accepting-new-students
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com
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I am a DAR-T and work in Buckeye (10AZ) all week. I 

am able to do Field Approvals, Ferry Permits, Airworthi-

ness Certification for Standard and Experimental air-

craft, 8130 tags, Export Certificates of Airworthiness 

Certificates and Replacement Airworthiness Certifi-

cates. I am open to all ideas for Field Approvals and 

can help figure out a way to get your project approved. 

  

Steven Huff  learaviator@yahoo.com  602-390-4246 

Falcon Field Airport (FFZ) is a primarily general 

and business aviation airport located approximately 

14 miles east of Phoenix Sky Harbor (PHX). A nar-

row corridor of airspace exists above the FFZ Class 

Delta airspace, and below the Class Bravo airspace 

for PHX, providing a way for VFR aircraft to transi-

tion through the area without the need to contact 

ATC. This corridor can be very busy, so pilots are 

reminded to maintain increased situational aware-

ness while arriving or departing Falcon Field. View 

a printable Pilot Handbook of the FFZ information 

found on this Web page.   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_tRIShTBZzk 

Prop Bulkhead 

Price:$ 12,345 

Contact: Mark Helley 

azhelleys@gmail.com  

C150D parts 

Price: $12,345 

Contact: Mark Helley 

(928) 261-8291 

         azhelleys@gmail.com 

Cessna 182 RG Partnership 

Price: $115.00 

Will Worthington 

(480) 748-3578 

Email: willw62az@gmail.com  

1970 Mooney M20E Chaparral 

Price: $95,000 

Hector Maldonado 

(602) 810-0382 

az.pit.viper72@gmail.com   

mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com
mailto:learaviator@yahoo.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20APA%20Newsletter
https://www.faa.gov/flight_deck/pilot_info/ffz.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/flight_deck/pilot_info/ffz.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_tRIShTBZzk
mailto:azhelleys@gmail.com
mailto:azhelleys@gmail.com
https://azpilots.org/shop-apa-clothing/classifieds/7-aircraft-for-sale/50093-cessna-182-rg-partnership
mailto:willw62az@gmail.com
mailto:az.pit.viper72@gmail.com
https://azpilots.org/shop-apa-clothing/classifieds/7-aircraft-for-sale/50095-1970-mooney-m20e-chaparral
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_tRIShTBZzk
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by Mike McCann 
 

 

Trip Detail Recap: 

¶ P33 Arrival time: 8:45 - 9:15am (please stagger arrival times) 

¶ Breakfast will be served by the local EAA Chapter. Cost = donations accepted 

¶ P33 is an AZ Passport destination 

 

     

  

Our April Day Trip will be a return to a recent favorite destination among our APA members as we 

head to Cochise County (aka ñWillcoxò) Airport. This will be our last trip to southern AZ until the Fall, 

and the second time weôve made Willcox our Day Trip destination. At almost 4,200ô MSL, the morn-

ing temperatures should be very comfortable with great views of southeastern AZ. 

RSVPôs are required as we need to provide a head count for breakfast since the local EAA 

Chapter has agreed to cook breakfast for our group.  

 

Willcox Aviation will once again host APAôs visit: 

Many thanks to Willcox Aviation who is once again 

our host for this event. They took over the FBO 

three years ago and have finished a complete re-

modeling of the FBO facility. Furthermore, theyôve 

also arranged to have the local EAA Chapter cook 

breakfast for our Day Trip participants. Many thanks 

to Katie Wear (co-owner, Wilcox Aviation) for mak-

ing these arrangements! 

Lastly, if you check the Wilcox 100LL fuel prices 

youôll see that they are some of the lowest in the 

state. Willcox Aviation will offer Day Trip partici-

pants an additional 50-cent/gallon discount on 

any fuel purchases made that morning! 

Saturday, April 25 Day Trip: 

Cochise County (Willcox) ï P33 

Featured  

https://facebook.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ab00547c6167d23cc733f99d8&id=b27b406bc6&e=e367e4aa13
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ISO 2-4 Place Backcountry Airplane 

Looking to buy a 2-4 place airplane 

for backcountry work. 

Call: Bob at (602) 228-9145 

Email: bob@flightskills.com  

ISO Partnership Tucson Area 

Looking for a Partnership in Columbia/Cirrus 

Contact: Michael Hutchinson 

(831) 776-2210 

Email: hutchinson93922@gmail.com  

Donôt come to a safety program by 
yourself, but donôt just bring your 
old buddy who always comes with 
you. Bring someone new, and get 
your BFF to also bring someone 

new.  
We need you to help us expand our 
audience, to expand our reach, and 
to expand that ocean of faces. 

 
Statistics show that the folks hav-
ing accidents are the ones who 
donôt participate in the WINGS or 
safety programs, so help us reach 
out to those folks and pull them in. 

 

We never complain when a 
program runs out of chairs!!! 

Wrap-Up: 

As always, be sure to thoroughly preflight both 

yourself and your aircraft, and do a thorough flight 

planning as would be required for any cross-country 

flight. P33 is a non-tower-controlled airport, so pilots 

are encouraged to review Advisory Circular 90-66C 

for proper operation in non-towered airports. 

 

Feel free to contact me with any questions 

(daytrips@azpilots.org) and we'll look forward to 

seeing you. 

Safe flying, 

Mʳɲʍ 

mailto:bob@flightskills.com
mailto:hutchinson93922@gmail.com
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/advisory_circulars/index.cfm/go/document.information/documentID/1041885
mailto:daytrips@azpilots.org
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March Grapevine Fly-in 

By Leanne Tawoda 
Coordinator, Grapevine Fly In 

 

Greetings AZ Backcountry Pilots, 

The March Grapevine Fly-In was the second to last for the season. The final weekend for the sea-

son will be April 17-19. 

As Chris mentioned in the Presidentôs Report, we had a great weekend combining the usual back-

country camping with a Day Trip event on Saturday. It was a great success, and weôll certainly be 

repeating it next season. Mike McCann put together a great recap which you can see elsewhere in 

this edition of the newsletter. 

Finally, I wanted to thank Jim and Dianne Wisda. They have tirelessly donated their time and enthu-

siasm to the APA for a couple of decades. I first met them when I attended my first Grapevine week-

end. Although they had stopped flying and sold their own plane, they continued to participate in the 

fly in weekends.  

I personally donôt know how we will do it without them on Fridays during the fly in weekends, but I 

want to wish them a continued happy and healthy life. Jim and Diane, you will both be missed! 

Happy flying, 

Leˉ˚ɶʍ 
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by Chris Nugent 

 

We had another great turnout for last yearôs scholarship cycle with forty-

three applications being submitted. Through your donations we were for-

tunate to be able to award ten scholarships to some deserving and well-

qualified applicants. In this monthôs Scholarship Corner, weôll introduce 

some of our 2026 scholarship recipients. 

 

2026 Scholarship Recipients 

Katherine Binion ï Chandler-Gilbert Community College  

I am currently pursuing a career in aircraft maintenance with the goal 

of becoming a highly skilled aviation maintenance professional and 

certificated A&P mechanic who contributes to both operational safety 

and long-term reliability across the aviation industry. I currently work 

at Setnix LLC, a repair station in Tempe, Arizona, where I serve as a 

Lead Wire Harness Technician. Through this experience and the ed-

ucation, I am receiving, I have had the opportunity to develop hands-

on technical skills, problem-solving abilities, and a strong apprecia-

tion for the responsibility that maintenance professionals carry in 

keeping aircraft safe and airworthy. My long-term objective is to con-

tinue advancing within the aviation industry while remaining actively 

involved in the General Aviation community through service and ad-

vocacy for safety and maintenance excellence. 

The Arizona Pilots Association scholarship plays a critical role in 

helping me achieve these goals by easing the financial burden of my education and allowing me to 

remain focused on developing the technical knowledge required in this field. I am sincerely grateful 

to APA for this opportunity and look forward to contributing to both Commercial and General Aviation 

for years to come. 

 

Corby Running ï University of North Dakota 

My name is Corby Running, and I am deeply honored to 

be selected as a recipient of the Arizona Pilots Association 

Scholarship for a second consecutive year. Since receiv-

ing this award last year, I have made significant strides in 

my training at Chandler Gilbert Community College. I am 

proud to share that this past fall, I successfully completed 

my Commercial Pilot License as well as my multi-engine 

add-on rating. These milestones, built upon the foundation 

~  APA Scholarship Program  ~ 



 му 

 

of my Navy service and my initial flight training, have brought me much closer to my goal of becom-

ing a professional airline pilot. This spring, I am embarking on the next phase of my training: earning 

my Certified Flight Instructor (CFI) certificate.  

My goal is to stay in Arizona to instruct, giving back to the local aviation community that has support-

ed me so generously. The continued support from the Arizona Pilots Association is incredibly mean-

ingful; it directly alleviates the financial costs of these advanced ratings and allows me to maintain 

total focus on my transition from student to instructor. I am profoundly grateful to the APA for their 

ongoing belief in my potential and for helping me turn my passion for flight into a career. 

 

Elliana Nunez ï Aviation Explorers Post 352  

My name is Elli Nunez, I am currently working on my Private 

Pilot License with the Aviation Explorers Post 352. I invest a 

lot of my time giving back to the aviation community through 

volunteering and involvement, so receiving this scholarship 

from the Arizona Pilots Association is truly a blessing. Work-

ing full time at Cunningham Aviation, I have been self funding 

all of my aviation training, helping me to understand 

the investment beginning a career in aviation is. This scholar-

ship directly helps me continue my training and progress to-

ward earning my license, and it means a great deal to have 

that support returned to me. I am extremely grateful for this 

opportunity and for APAôs investment in my future as a pilot. 

 

Aiden Nelson ï Chandler-Gilbert Community College ï Aviation Maintenance Technology 

I am deeply appreciative of being chosen to receive the Arizo-

na Pilots Association Scholarship. Your investment in my edu-

cation represents far more than financial assistance ï it 

demonstrates your belief in the next generation of aviation 

professionals. 

Your generosity motivates me to excel not only in my studies 

but also in my continued commitment to giving back to Arizo-

na's aviation community through mentoring and volunteer ser-

vice. I am committed to honoring this opportunity by working 

diligently toward my goals and eventually contributing to the 

safety and advancement of our industry. Thank you for mak-

ing my educational aspirations more achievable and for your 

continued support. 

 

More to come next month and thank you again for your generous support in helping APA build the 

next generation of Arizona aviation professionals. 

C˓ˠiʟ 
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by Mike McCann 
APA Day Trip Coordinator 

 

 

Our first combined ï Day trip / weekend Grapevine meet-up was 

a big success. Perfect weather was a big change from last Fallôs 

original event date when we had to scrub the breakfast due to 

rain and winds.  

We had 22 Day trip participants bringing 10 aircraft and coming 

from as far away as California to join APAôs monthly Grapevine 

camping group for breakfast and hiking. Many of the Day Trip 

participants had never visited Grapevine before, which was a big reason for the March event, as well 

as getting to meet some of the APA members who are regular fly-in campers each month at Grape-

vine. 

APA offers a monthly fly-in camping event (excluding the hot summer months) led by Leanne 

Tawoda (Grapevine Campout Coordinator). The weekend fly-in campouts include some great camp-

fire cooking and Saturday night movies.  

Some of the group gathered for an ñofficialò Grapevine photo. 

March 2026 Day Trip Recap:  

Grapevine, Arizona (88AZ) 
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APA invests considerable volunteer time and resources to maintain the Grapevine airstrip. Pilots are 

encouraged to visit Grapevine and enjoy this unique Arizona flying location. As Grapevine can 

sometimes be utilized by military and firefighting aircraft, be sure to check the APA Facebook page 

for NOTAMS and other restrictions before heading to Grapevine. 

Grapevine was full of aircraft for the Saturday breakfast. Lots of hands made parking easy 

Our host and head chef for Saturdayôs camp breakfast 
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Some of group took advantage of the great weather and did some hiking after breakfast. 

As always, when hiking in Arizona, itôs wise to keep a sharp eye where you walk (as we learned!) 




















